WEDNESDAY 01.25.2017

SW00000004000
| OVE "
FIRST FUMPK'M§P!

Y

WWW.THEALLSTATE.ORG

PERSPECTIVES

Y/ I000000040004000400%

Why I marched

The Women’s March makes history,
advocates equal rights for everyone

LAUREN COTTLE

PERSPECTIVES EDITOR
LCOTTLE@MY.APSU.EDU

I attended the Women’s March in Nashville,
Tennessee this past Saturday because of
multiple important reasons: to support gender
and racial equality, to stand against bigotry
and hatred, to make a mark on history and,
most importantly, to support fellow citizens
both male and female.

Estimates put demonstrators across the U.S
between 3.3 million and 4.6 million, according
to The Independent.

This number is significant and should send a
message not only to the U.S. government but to
its citizens.

I have seen multiple posts on social media
asking why the march was important or what
rights women are fighting for. These are valid
questions, but unfortunately they are not asked
in curiosity but in anger and condescension.

The march was held for people of all different
viewpoints, not just liberal. Everyone from
different backgrounds were welcome.

There are multiple issues facing women
that are up for negotiation during Trump’s
presidency. First, women are looking to Trump
to fix the issue of the wage gap, where a woman
on average makes 79 percent of what men
make, according to Forbes. Next, maternity
and paternity leave are not where they should
be in the U.S.

It is also important to note that African-
American women make 60 cents to the dollar
and Latina women make 55 cents, according to
Forbes. This is unacceptable because everyone
regardless of sex or race should have the same
opportunity to earn money and live their lives.

The right to safe and legal abortions are
also important to women, and this right may
potentially be threatened in the next four years.

Also, rape culture and the patriarchy make
it difficult for many women to be respected and
seen as equal to men in the workplace, schools
and local communities.

When women are told to go home from
school when they wear clothing showing
their shoulders and women are expected to
prevent rape rather than expecting men not
to rape, there is an apparent inequality in the
interactions between men and women.

I marched with an estimated 15,000 people
in Nashville to show the world I will not stop
fighting for gender equality, equal pay, racial
equality, solidarity and justice.

In mine and many others’ opinions, Donald
Trump represents a threat to our freedom
with his words, attitudes and actions towards
women and people of color.

But more importantly, the march was a
reminder to the U.S. population that the people
will not be silent to injustice.

Because I am a woman, I am expected to say
yes to a man if they ask me to go home with
them. Because I am a woman, I am expected to
be the primary care giver to my children. I am
expected to police my behavior, my dress and
my attitude to appease men. I am expected not
to be too loud or too quiet, not too sexy or too
modest and not too ambitious or too lazy.

‘ ‘ person regardless of race,
gender, religion, sexual

orientation or background should be
on the same playing field rather than
stuck on the sidelines!

| marched because every

I marched because I want to stand up against
the expectations society has for me and the
box I am put in because of the fact that I am a
woman.

I marched because I want to support everyone
regardless of race, gender, religion or ethnicity.
I marched for the people who did not think they
needed to march because everyone’s rights are
important regardless of political participation.

Importantly, I marched because I can. In
countries other than the U.S. where freedom of
speech and demonstration are not as tolerated,
women are not allowed to speak their mind or
engage in politics.

We have precious freedoms in the U.S. that
allow us to stand up when we see injustice or
inequality. I marched because even though I
live in one of the freest countries on Earth, I
still feel the weight of my gender every day
in interactions with people professionally and
personally.

I marched because I wanted to stand against
bullying and condescension of people who are
different. Donald Trump infamously mocked a
disabled reporter while he was campaigning to
be president. America is supposed to be a place
where everyone is accepted and given the same
opportunities.I marched because sexual assault
1s unacceptable and still a momentous problem
in society.

We live in a country where a man who says
the following quote can be elected president:

“You know, I'm automatically attracted to
beautiful — I just start kissing them. It’s like a
magnet. Just kiss. I don’t even wait. And when
you're a star, they let you do it. You can do
anything.”

I marched because every person, regardless
of race, gender, religion, sexual orientation or
background should be on the same playing field
rather than stuck on the sidelines.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

— First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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The Women'’s March in Nashville, Tennessee had
an estimated 15,000 people show up on Saturday,
Jan. 21. CELESTE MALONE | THE ALL STATE

SEE SOMETHING YOU WANT TO COMMENT ON?
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WRITE ALETTERTO THE EDITOR.

www.apsu.edu/student-pubs/letter-editor.

The All State Perspectives section wants to hear from our campus readership. If you see an
article this semester that you either agree or disagree with, we want to hear your opinion. Are
politics your interest? Popular culture? Movies or music? Let us know what you think by going to



