
A UTD student recently released his own 
album, “Girlfriends,” online after a year and a 
half of development. 

Before putting this record together, 
the last time computer science junior 
Drew Cannedy played music was fresh-
man year of high school. What brought 
him back was attending a Mac DeMarco 
performance. 

“I saw him in concert because my 
friend invited me to go see him, when I 
didn’t really know him,” Cannedy said. 
“I just really liked his stage presence, and 
how cool he was as a dude.”

Afterwards, he felt motivated to re-
cord a cover of one of Mac DeMarco’s 
songs, “Without Me.” Cannedy received 
positive reception from his friends and 
family, and decided to start recording 
his own original songs.

After covering DeMarco’s song, 
Cannedy wanted to continue recording 
music. He said he initially did not set 
out to make an album, but after record-
ing a couple songs, released as a compi-
lation.

“By the end of (the process), I had 
like 10 songs,” he said. “I was like ‘�at 
sounds like a good amount to just have a 
collection of songs.’”

Given the title of the album, Canne-
dy’s past relationships inspired all of the 
songs, and these experiences often help 
him write songs.

He said the most personal song on his 
album is “Broken Windows” because of the 
emotional events leading to its creation.

“I just fought with my girlfriend. I was 
outside already playing guitar and she 
called me, when I hung up, right then I 
had written the lyrics,” he said. “It was 
right after a tough moment.” 

Cannedy’s conversations also inspire 
the lyrics in his songs. 

 “�e first line of ‘Gone Away’ is, ‘You’re 
like a movie, I could watch you for hours.’ I 
actually said that one day and I was like, ‘Oh, 
that could be a whole song,’” he said. 

Cannedy said if he was feeling motivated 
and could focus entirely on the song, he could 
finish one in less than a week. However, he 
also had schoolwork to focus on, which is 
why it took him longer.

His songmaking process starts with a 
chord progression he plays on his acous-
tic guitar, and then thinking of lyrics to 
supplement it. 

“I would record the guitar and think about 
what other instruments would go along with 
it,” Cannedy said. “�en at the end, I would 
do drums, and when everything is done, I’ll 
go back and do the vocals.”

�e main motivation behind releasing the 
album and making it public was to share it 

with the people close to him.
“All my friends like seeing what I’m doing, 

and my family likes seeing what I’m doing, so 
I thought I would share it for them mostly. 
Not really for anyone else,” he said. 

Cannedy said music is just a hobby 
at the moment, but if he could garner 

enough attention, it could turn into 
something more. 

“It would be nice to have people that I 
don’t know already, find it and be into it,” 
he said. “If enough people were interested, I 
would definitely try to make it a career, but 
for now it’s just something fun.”

Disappointed that none of his games 
made the “Top 10 Arduboy Games” You-
Tube video he was watching, alumnus 
Jonathan Holmes set out to make a pol-
ished game worthy of the list. �e result 
was a game called Circuit Dude. 

At a young age, Holmes enjoyed play-
ing games on many different consoles. Af-
ter learning how to develop basic games, 
he decided to pursue game development 

and coding at UTD as a software engi-
neer, learning problem solving and re-
searching new ways to program.

“I remember at one point I didn’t like 
video games, “ Holmes said. “And (then) 
I was exposed to all these … video games 
and I was like, ‘Woah, I’ve been missing 
this my entire life.’”

After graduating, Holmes began devel-
oping his own games for the Arduboy — a 
simplified Nintendo Gameboy — eventu-
ally publishing two free games. 

After watching “Top 10 Arduboy 
Games,” Holmes began working on the 
original version of Circuit Dude. He said 
he drew inspiration from older puzzle 
games he played as a child. He talked 
about wanting to create the same frus-
tration-to-reward ratio using mechanics 
from games like Sokoban, Adventures of 
Lolo and Fire n’ Ice.

After approximately a month and a half 
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Historical studies sophomore Ociel Galindo (le�) and international political economy junior Mercedes Molina wear the Mexican and American flags at a rally on Sept. 13 to show solidarity with undocumented students.

Editor’s Note: �e name of Jose was 
changed to protect his identity.

Jose was two years old when he 
boarded a bus bound for the U.S.-
Mexico border. His grandfather fed 
him grapes in the dark to stave off hun-
ger during the 12-hour journey.

“That’s the oldest memory I have,” 
he said. “That’s the only memory of 
Mexico I have.”

He fell asleep and woke up on the 
other side of the border in a car driven 
by coyotes — smugglers who facilitate 
migration across the border — travelling 
toward Dallas, where Jose’s father, who 
had migrated earlier, was waiting. Since 
then, Jose grew up in the Metroplex un-
der the looming threat of deportation.

Now a UTD junior studying com-
puter science, Jose received work autho-
rization and completed an internship 
as a recipient of the Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals program, an 
Obama-era policy implemented in 2012 
that allows certain individuals who en-
tered the country illegally as minors to 
obtain renewable two-
year work permits and 
grants exemption from 
deportation.

“I remember feel-
ing relieved because 
I could actually use 
my education for 
something. My initial 
thought was I would 
have to graduate here 
and then move to 
Mexico,” Jose said. 
“I had a vision of my 
future. It wasn’t just a 
big blur.”

But now his future, like those of 
nearly 800,000 other DACA recipi-
ents, lies in limbo.

***
The Trump administration an-

nounced its intent to terminate the 
DACA program on Sept. 5, claim-
ing that undocumented migrants 
were usurping jobs from native-born 

citizens and driving 
down wages. 

“We knew it was 
coming,” said Mer-
cedes Molina, an in-
ternational political 
economy junior and 
president of UTD’s 
chapter of the League 
of United Latin 
American Citizens. 
“Our largest frustra-
tion at the moment is 
that we feel like we’re 
being used as politi-
cal pawns.”

With the rescission of DACA, student 
groups on campus are calling on their lo-
cal representatives to pass the DREAM 
Act — a bipartisan proposal intended to 
provide undocumented immigrants with 

a path to permanent residency — by or-
ganizing letter-writing campaigns.

“That would be the best-case sce-
nario to come out of this,” said Ociel 
Galindo, a historical studies sopho-
more and interim president of the 
Mexican American Student Associa-
tion. “The fact that it’s a bipartisan 
piece of legislation is even better.”

***
Growing up, Jose made efforts to 

conceal the marks of his Mexican 
heritage — specifically, the mark on 
his upper right arm. In Mexico, the 
government requires newborns to be 
vaccinated against tuberculosis, which 
leaves a visible scar. In Jose’s predomi-
nantly Hispanic middle school, the 
scar became a source of contention.

“The funny thing was the U.S.-born 
Mexicans would be racist towards the 
Mexican-born Mexicans,” he said. 
“(The scar) was the first sign. That’s 
how you identify others who were born 
in Mexico. I remember kids in middle 

school hiding it during gym, especial-
ly the girls because they had to wear 
shorter-sleeve shirts.”

�ough Jose’s parents told him in the 
fourth grade that he was born in Mexico, 
it wasn’t until high school that he began 
to make sense of his immigration status. 

“To me, it didn’t mean anything,” he 
said. “It didn’t matter to me until I was 
old enough to do the research myself and 
I realized I was in a different situation.”

After enrolling in the DACA pro-
gram, Jose received a social security 
number and was able to intern at a 
local software development firm the 
summer after his sophomore year of 
high school. 

When it came to the college applica-
tion process, however, his options were 
limited. Several scholarships required 
citizenship or permanent residency for 
consideration. UTD’s Academic Excel-
lence Scholarship was among those that 

BHARGAV ARIMILLI
Life & Arts Editor

→ SEE DACA, PAGE 9

They can kill our 
work permits and 
they can kill every-
thing we’ve worked 
for, but they can’t 
kill our love for this 
country.

— Jose,
computer science junior

WILLIAM LEGRONE | MERCURY STAFF

Jonathan Holmes, a 2015 software engineering graduate,  released ‘Circuit 
Dude’ on the gaming platform Steam in August.

Alumnus develops new game
Circuit Dude pays homage to classics such as Adventures of Lolo, Sokoban

KOLTON COATS
Mercury Sta�

MADELINE AMBROSE | MERCURY STAFF

Computer science junior Drew Cannedy released his 10-track album on 
Aug. 23 on the online music platforms SoundCloud and Bandcamp.

Student releases debut album
Past relationships, themes of loss inspire alternative rock record ‘Girlfriends’

ROMAN SORIANO
Mercury Sta�

DACA recipients at UTD find themselves in limbo as Trump administration announces decision to terminate program

→ SEE CIRCUIT, PAGE 9
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did not take immigration sta-
tus into account. Jose said 
one of the deciding factors in 
choosing UTD was its inclu-
sive environment.

“I do feel welcome on this 
campus simply due to the di-
versity. There’s great people 
all around,” he said. “They all 
come together to form this re-
ally welcoming community for 
minority groups.”

�ere aren’t clear numbers on 
how many UTD students receive 
DACA protections. A 2016 re-
port by U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services revealed 
around 200,000 individuals in 
Texas were approved for partici-
pation in the DACA program by 
the third quarter of 2016. 

Although several of his 
friends at UTD have benefit-
ted from DACA protections, 
Jose said it was important to 
make the distinction between 
the work of the individual and 
the provisions of the program.

“It was their hard work and 
their grades and their efforts, not 

the effort of DACA,” he said. 
“DACA was simply a key into a 
whole world of possibilities, but 
they’re the ones who brought 
themselves to the door.”

***
UTD President Richard Ben-

son released a statement on the 
day of Trump’s announcement 
reiterating the university’s com-
mitment to protecting DACA 
students while noting its obli-
gations to follow the law. 

“I supported DACA because 
the United States needs bright, 
talented individuals,” Benson 
wrote. “Students who have 
been raised and educated here 
represent America at its finest.”

Molina and members of LU-
LAC met with Benson at the 
start of the school year to discuss 
issues such as DACA and Senate 
Bill 4, a law requiring local po-
lice to enforce federal immigra-
tion law. Molina said the admin-
istration was receptive to their 
concerns, agreeing to include a 
list of immigration resources in 
safe zones across campus. 

In response to the Trump 
administration’s decision, LU-
LAC and MASA members 

handed out flyers on the plinth 
with instructions on how to get 
in touch with local representa-
tives. They also organized a 
rally on Sept. 13 near the Spir-
it Rocks to stand in solidarity 
with undocumented students. 
Attendees painted the rocks 
with Spanish slogans and cre-
ated signs to protest the deci-
sion.

“We couldn’t have asked for a 
more supportive community at 
the time,” Molina said. 

***
Jose planned to pursue a ca-

reer in software development 
after graduation. Now, with his 
future uncertain, Jose might be 
forced to move back to Mexico 
once his work permit expires. 
From there, he said he hopes to 
save money to buy his family a 
home and eventually move to 
Canada or Europe. 

For now, Jose said he’s fo-
cused on the matter at hand.

“We’re going to keep fighting 
for it. We belong here,” he said. 
“�ey can kill our work permits 
and they can kill everything we’ve 
worked for, but they can’t kill our 
love for this country.”

→ DACA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

of work, Holmes released Cir-
cuit Dude on Nov. 17, 2016. It 
recieved positive user reviews, 
and the online Arduboy com-
munity voted it their number 
one game. With this positive re-
ception, Holmes presented his 
game at a meeting of the Dallas 
Society of Play, a group of game 
designers and developers from 
the Metroplex. 

“People fell in love with it,” 
he said. “They were like ‘This 
is hilarious,’ or ‘This is awe-
some’ or ‘I want to buy an Ar-
duboy just for this game.’ And 
a person said, ‘You should put 
this on a console so more peo-
ple can play.’” 

Holmes continued receiving 
favorable reviews and attempted 

to convert his game for PC use, 
based on user suggestions. He 
soon encountered the financial 
and motivational burdens of in-
dependent game development.

One of the biggest issues for 
Holmes was the decision to mon-
etize the game. He previously re-
leased all his games for free, but 
pursued monetization to cover 
the estimated $2,000 in contrac-
tor fees, marketing and Steam (a 
gaming marketplace) application 
costs. After submitting all the re-
quired information, Holmes was 
quickly approved to publish his 
game on Steam. 

“I was like, ‘Wow, I’m ac-
tually gonna do it. I’m actu-
ally gonna do something and 
not fail,’” he said. “I’d sunk so 
much money into this project 
that if I didn’t finish it, I would 
not be able to eat.”

Approximately 100 days af-
ter he began converting Circuit 
Dude to PC, Holmes released it 
for sale on Aug. 3, 2017. 

“If you ever play Circuit Dude, 
you can realize that mechanics 
taken from other games can be 
used together in such a unique 
fashion that you can create a new 
scenario that you would have 
never seen,” he said. 

Circuit Dude is currently 
available on Steam for $5.99 
with 100 levels, an original 
soundtrack and over 12 hours of 
gameplay. Holmes is currently 
working on improving Circuit 
Dude, as well as converting it 
for use on iOS and Android. 
Holmes said he’s also laying the 
groundwork for other games he 
hopes to release in the next few 
years, specifically an online trad-
ing card game.

→ CIRCUIT DUDE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, motor vehicle traffic 
crashes caused the death of al-
most 5,000 motorcyclists in 2015. 
To avoid accidents such as these, 
UTD Riders places a strong em-
phasis on preventative measures.

“�e main thing here is safety. You 
got to wear a helmet,” he said. “You 
see a lot of people on sports bikes not 
wearing helmets and doing stupid 
things, and that’s just a really bad idea. 
One wrong move, and your head is 
just going splat.”

The rising interest in motor-
cycling also highlighted a few is-
sues, including the inexperience 
of new riders. 

“One of the things we want to fo-
cus on is teaching beginner riders the 
right way to do things,” he said. “For 
example, when we go out in a group, 
you have to do things completely dif-
ferently. You have to double up on 
lanes, use hand signals and just a lot of 
stuff that people wouldn’t know about 
unless we teach them.” 

Obtaining a Class M endorsement 
to legally operate a motorcycle is not 
very difficult or time-consuming, 
Jones said, but the club can help riders 
in other ways. 

“Almost every rider I know, they’ve 
gone down in their first year,” he said. 
“You’re going to fall, it will happen.”

�e more experienced members 
of the community are a valuable 
help in these instances, Jones said. 
�ese veteran riders help other 
members avoid excessive costs in 
repairing bikes, maintaining bikes 
and buying new helmets. 

“One thing a lot of people don’t re-
alize about helmets is that they can run 
expensive,” he said. “You got to make 
sure the helmets weren’t involved in a 
crash, but I always recommend that 
people check Craigslist.”

Michael Murphy, a computer sci-
ence sophomore and the club’s main 
recruiter, said he had a simple, tried 
and true method for getting new 
members to join.

“Whenever I go over to a mo-
torcycle parking and see someone 
I don’t know, I just go up to them, 
introduce myself to them, and add 
them to the GroupMe chat,” he 
said. “It’s interesting because mo-
torcyclists — I think the vast ma-
jority of them — love community. 
�ey love talking to other people 
and other riders.” 

�e organization’s appeal is 
learning about the riders and their 
various experiences, Murphy said. 
For example, Maas, Jones and 
Murphy all came from varying 

backgrounds. Maas said his main 
exposure to motorcycles came 
from family. 

“I come from Indonesia, and 
over there (riding motorcycles is) 
just really common,” he said. Every-
one in my family rides, and when I 
was 13 they just stuck me on a mo-
torcycle and taught me how. Since 
I visit often, like every two years or 
so, it just sticks with me, especially 
through high school.”

Jones, on the other hand, started off 
in a different automotive sector.

“I actually started off on dirt 
bikes,” Jones said. “�en I got into 
street bikes, and I started tuning up 
some vintage, pre-1980’s bikes, and 
the mechanical part of that really 
interested me. I’ve been riding for 
four years now, and I’m actually on 
my sixth bike.”

Maas said he just wants to 
bring people together. 

“Everyone who rides a motor-
cycle has a different story and 
a different purpose,” he said. 
“They come from different back-
grounds, and they can enjoy and 
benefit from being part of this 
community. Sometimes people 
will want to show off their bikes 
or just make friends or whatever 
the case may be, we want to rep-
resent them on campus as an of-
ficial organization.”

→ BIKES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Henry Justiniano, a mechanical engineering sophomore, came to the United States in 1989 as a refugee from El Salvador. Since then, he has served in the military and become a naturalized citizen.

ATEC graduate submits two technology-inspired artworks to gallery in Frisco

REDEFINING ‘REFUGEE’
Student channels past experience as refugee into political activism

STORY BY: BHARGAV ARIMILLI | LIFE & ARTS EDITOR
PHOTO BY: AMBARINA HASTA | MERCURY STAFF

When Henry Justiniano raised his right hand 
and recited the oath of allegiance at his U.S. 

naturalization ceremony in November, he felt like 
nothing had changed.

“I saw all the people around me,” he said. “They 
were from different countries and they were so ex-
cited. But for me, I always saw myself as American.”

Justiniano, a mechanical engineering sophomore, 
came to the United States in 1989 at the age of 4, flee-
ing the civil war in El Salvador. To clear U.S. immi-
gration at the Mexican-American border in Browns-
ville, Texas, Justiniano used a friend’s passport.

“I remember them training me to say his name,” he 
said. “At 4 years old, I had no choice. I just did what 
the grown-ups told me to do.”

After reuniting with his mother and sister in Dal-
las, he was given refugee status under the Nicaraguan 
Adjustment and Central American Relief Act, a 1997 

NOAH WHITEHEAD | MERCURY STAFF

ATEC graduate student Denise Lion combines physical mediums to create her art piec-
es. Lion’s work is on display at Gallery 8680 in Frisco during the RED 2018 exhibition. 

SG launches art initiative

NADINE OMEIS | MERCURY STAFF

ATEC junior Allison Wuensch practices the song “Lost Boy” on the new piano 
outside of the SU. The piano was recently added as part of SG’s art initiative. 

New projects include outdoor mural displayed on School of Management building

A graduate student’s art is now on display 
at an exhibition in Frisco.

Mixing mediums of electronic fragments, 
oil paint and acrylics, arts and technology 
graduate student Denise Lion created two 
separate pieces focusing on the vibrant color 
red with two very distinct inspirations. �e 
first entry to Frisco’s Gallery 8680 exhibi-
tion “RED” is titled “Overwhelmed Con-
clusions,” and centers around one of Lion’s 
favorite passions — technology. 

“With my art, I am always preoccu-
pied with the rapid rise of technology,” 
Lion said. “We don’t talk much with 
each other anymore because we’re all 
busy on our phones. I’m not necessarily 
saying it’s bad or good but it’s something 
we have to consider and ask ‘Why is it 
that we’re doing this?’”

Although Lion often incorporates elec-
tronic fragments into her creations, her 
second piece diverges from her usual style, 
conveying within its organic and tradition-
alist design a message far more personal and 

introspective. For “Dimensionality with 
Reality,” her second entry into the exhib-
it, she used her canvas to portray a recent 
heartbreak within her life.

“I lost my husband about a year and 
a half ago, which was very painful, so I 
used the red as the pain and suffering of 
it,” she said. “But, as you can see, there’s 
also some light going through (the piece) 
which says that things have become much 
better, life has resolved itself, and I’ve ac-
cepted that we’re all born and we all die 
eventually and sometimes it is too early.”

Lion began her work as an artist more 
than a decade ago, when her two sons went 
to high school, and Lion said she realized a 
desire to fulfill her own needs and pursue 
her aspirations for art. Since then, she has 
since put in over five hours of work each 
day to further advance her artistry and es-
tablish her style. She said that no matter the 
technique being used or skill level achieved, 
what’s most important to her is the emo-
tion that her pieces extol. 

 “Sometimes I struggle with the idea of 
what a painting means,” she said. “People 
always want to know what it means, and I 

believe that it’s much more about the emo-
tion that you’re conveying. It’s more my 
emotions than anything else. People ask me 
when it is that a piece is done and I say, 
‘When I don’t hurt anymore.’”

The pieces that Lion has displayed 
in “RED” will be the first of many ex-
hibitions she intends to participate in 
this year. She also submitted pieces to 
be included in an exhibit within the 
Frisco Discovery Center titled “Fresh 
Start,” and won first place for her cre-
ations. Lion’s work will also be involved 
in a multimedia event featuring movie 
soundtracks such as “Star Wars” and 
“Star Trek,” incorporated with the cre-
ations of local Dallas artists. For Lion, 
opportunities such as this allow her to 
further experiment with what she refers 
to as a crossing of the art and technology 
barrier, a pursuit she hopes someday will 
become a permanent career.

“Sometimes, you put things that you 
want to do in life aside and you’re just so 
money motivated that we forget what it is 
that makes us happy,” she said. “And what 
makes me happy is art.”

MADELEINE KEITH
Mercury Sta�

The Student Government vice pres-
ident is implementing three projects 
around campus to increase the pres-
ence of art at UTD. 

Alex Holcomb, SG vice president and 
economics junior, said the art initiative 
could help students become more well-
rounded from their UTD experience. 

“As a liberal art major, I think it’s 
no secret that arts and performance is 
underrepresented at our school,” he 
said. “The goal with the art initiative 
is that it not only gives a place for arts 
majors to display their work, but that 
the finance major or the mechanical 

engineering major who maybe does 
some art on the side can feel comfort-
able expressing that.” 

Holcomb placed a piano outside 
the Student Union near the food 
truck area as the first step towards his 
art goals. He said the piano was an 
important step towards improving the 
lives of art and performance majors. 

“The largest complaint out of the 
performing arts was that there wasn’t 
enough space for performing, or even 
practicing, really,” he said. “We just 
wanted to create another space for 
them to come up and perform.”

�e piano is estimated to last for 
about five years because of aging and 
weathering. Holcomb said if student 

support was high enough, then more 
pianos could be distributed on campus. 

Holcomb also has two other works 
in progress as a part of his art initiative. 
One is a mural on the JSOM building 
with geometric shapes forming the let-
ters UTD. The mural is expected to go 
up on the building’s north wall by the 
end of February. The idea for the mu-
ral came from a graduate art student’s 
capstone project. 

“We had been talking about trying 
to get more art on campus, so this 
seemed like a really good idea,” Hol-
comb said. 

For the other project, he wants to 

DEV THIMMISETTY
Mercury Sta�

law that provided immigration ben-
efits and relief from deportation for 
refugees from former Soviet bloc na-
tions in Central America.

Justiniano and his family were 
eventually able to obtain permanent 
residency. Since then, he assumed an 
American identity and didn’t look 
back — until now, as he begins to 
piece together the parts of his life be-
fore his arrival in the United States.

* * *
Justiniano said his mother didn’t 

speak Spanish at home or didn’t talk 
about her time in El Salvador, per-
haps in an attempt to move on from 
her previous life and focus on her 
new one. As a child, he wasn’t aware 
of his refugee status.

“I would tell my (younger) self to be 
more aware that I wasn’t from here,” 
he said. “I didn’t think 
about it much until 
now. I would tell myself 
to embrace the culture. 
I’m doing that now, and 
it’s a little harder.”

Justiniano said he 
didn’t face discrimina-
tion during his child-
hood on account of 
being a refugee, but 
that he was reminded 
of it at one point dur-
ing a college visit to 
Southern Methodist 
University in 2004. While on a tour 
for incoming freshmen, Justiniano said 

an SMU student hosting a bake sale to 
protest affirmative action told him he 

was only admitted to 
the school on account 
of his citizenship status 
and race.

“They didn’t see me 
the same,” Justiniano 
said. “I went home 
that day and thought 
about what I could 
do for people to see 
me the same. What do 
people respect here, 
with no questions 
asked? The military.”

He enlisted in the 
Navy and served for four years at Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort 

Story, an amphibious base in Virginia. 
The Department of Defense per-

mits non-U.S. citizens holding per-
manent residency to join the armed 
forces, but prevents them from oc-
cupying positions requiring a secu-
rity clearance. In addition, permanent 
residents who serve in the military are 
eligible for an expedited and fee-free 
naturalization process.

Justiniano said he wasn’t treated dif-
ferently as a non-U.S. citizen serving 
in the Navy.

“Everyone saw me as a brother and 
as an American because I was serving 
for the U.S.,” he said.

Justiniano submitted his natural-
ization paperwork last year on July 4 
— a date he chose deliberately — and 

completed the process in November. 
He said his first act as a U.S. citizen 
would be to use his vote in Texas’ 
March 6 elections to stand in solidarity 
with DACA recipients and refugees across 
the country facing uncertain futures.

“I’ve always felt like I was Ameri-
can,” he said. “The only thing that 
was different was that it wasn’t on 
paper. DACA recipients and refugees 
see themselves as Americans. I know 
it feels.”

* * *
Now, as a citizen, Justiniano said he 

has found himself increasingly at odds 
with fellow members of the Republi-
can party who oppose immigration 

We’re here for 
a reason. Some 
of us didn’t want 
to leave. Some of 
us didn’t have a 
choice.

— Henry Justiniano,
sophomore

Student art featured in exhibit
→ SEE INITIATIVE, PAGE 5

→ SEE REFUGEE, PAGE 5
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Neuroscience sophomore Devi Nair launched her baking business in summer 
2017. Nair also bakes to fundraise for UTD’s Indian Cultural Association.

Sophomore launches baking business
Student creates intricate cakes, brownies to fundraise for UTD cultural group

A UTD student utilizes her talent for 
baking to run a personal baking business. 

Neuroscience sophomore Devi Nair 
has been baking since she was a toddler. 
Now, as the oldest of her nine cousins, 
she often bakes with her younger cousins 
when they get together. Recently, Nair has 
been putting her talent to work in order 
to raise money for UTD’s Indian Cultural 
Association and to start her own business.

Nair started her baking business in 
summer 2017, when she was asked to 
bake a cake for Southlake Plastic Surgery. 
Nair said that creating her business, Devi 
Cakes, was intimidating at first because 
she started it entirely on social media.

“I had no idea what people would 
think, and was worried I’d get made fun 

of for having a separate account just for 
baking,” Nair said. “But once it got start-
ed, everyone was super encouraging.” 

She also uses her talent to fundraise 
for the ICA. �e organization hosts Aaja 
Nachle, a collegiate Bollywood-fusion 
dance competition, and Nair has made 
various baked goods, such as Bundt cakes, 
cheesecakes and brownies to raise money 
to prepare for the national event.

Because she is a pre-med student before 
a baker, Nair does not take more than 
two orders per week, and her friends have 
helped her with baking during the times 
she needed extra sets of hands.

“�ere have been nights when my 
friends have been at my apartment until 
3 o’clock in the morning helping me bake 
for mass orders,” Nair said. “�ey help me 
out so much.”

Nair’s baking business is growing 
through word-of-mouth and social 
media presence. She receives requests 
from friends, and often their family 
members to bake for birthdays, anni-
versaries and parties. She said she has 
recently been asked to make a wedding 
cake and is excited.

“My dad is in the field of business, and 
he’s like, ‘Wow, look at you!’” Nair said. “I 
guess he likes that I’m kind of following in 
his footsteps and kind of my mom’s, be-
cause my mom is a doctor.”

Cakes from Devi Cakes range from $30 
to $60, and a dozen cupcakes sell for about 
$15, depending on how labor-intensive 
and time consuming it is for her to perfect 
the decoration details. Customers call her 
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Symbiosis, a group that focuses on the arts and sciences, sold origami figures to fundraise for Hurricane Harvey relief eorts.

Bridging the gap
Group focuses on intersection between art, science

A student-run campus organization has de-
cided to take initiative to introduce art educa-
tion into science-focused degree programs.  

Symbiosis is a new organization focus-
ing on combining the arts and sciences. 
Students often maintain a narrow focus 
on academic goals based on their school 
of study and don’t venture out of their 
comfort zone, said Katherine Mayfield, a 
neuroscience junior and public relations 
chair. Because of this schism, Symbiosis 
emphasizes the ways in which two sepa-
rate disciplines interrelate, both within 
and independent of academia by giving 
students an opportunity to engage in ar-
tistic projects and enrichment when their 
degree plans don’t accommodate art. 

“We want to overcome the gap be-

tween the arts and the sciences, both in 
our UTD community and also outreach 
in the Dallas area and wider community, 
to talk about how art can be beneficial in 
your everyday life but also in the sciences, 
the medical field and beyond, and how we 
can bring it to people in our community,” 
Mayfield said. 

Members participate in crafting 
events, fundraisers and lecture series 
given by associated professors. Last se-
mester, they crafted cards and provided 
art supplies for kids in hospitals, applied 
for a grant to raise money to create kits 
for Dallas Independent School District 
elementary schools and fundraised for 
Hurricane Harvey relief efforts. �is se-
mester, however, the officers are featuring 
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amnesty of any kind.
“I was raised conservative, but I can’t get 

rid of feeling empathy for … (DACA re-
cipients) because I’ve kind of been in the 
same shoes,” he said.

For Justiniano, the conversations he has had 
with fellow conservatives have been difficult.

“It rubs me the wrong way when conser-
vatives say, ‘Go away, you’re illegal. Do it the 
right way,’” he said. “We’re here for a reason. 

Some of us didn’t want to leave. Some of us 
didn’t have a choice.”

A Feb. 14 CNBC report revealed that 
the Trump administration is planning to 
scale down refugee resettlement programs 
in more than 60 offices across the nation. A 
State Department spokeswoman said in an 
email to Reuters on Feb. 14 that the drop 
in the number of refugees entering the 
country in 2018 no longer necessitated the 
operation of all 324 resettlement offices in 
the country. In Texas, 7 of the 25 offices 
were affected.

Justiniano said the news motivated him to 
get involved in community activism. 

“It’s not surprising,” he said. “I’m going to 
try to do my best to get people to vote. Our 
age group is a big part of the population, but 
everyone says, ‘I’m not going to vote because 
my vote isn’t going to count.’”

Justiniano crossed party lines and began 
campaigning for Beto O’Rourke, the Demo-
cratic contender against incumbent Ted Cruz.

* * *
�rough his experiences with natural-

ization and political activism, Justiniano 
said he began to piece together memo-
ries of his childhood in San Salvador, the 
capital city of El Salvador, in an effort to 
reclaim part of his identity.

“I told (my uncle) about a couple of 
dreams I had about bombs going off, and 
he said, ‘No, that really happened,’” Jus-
tiniano said. “�e fighting was just outside 
of our house. You could hear it all.”

His interest in his heritage prompted 
him to search for members of his family 
who remained in El Salvador. In 2013, 

he was able to get in contact with his 
biological father. Justiniano said he plans 
to return to El Salvador after graduating 
in 2019 to meet his biological father for 
the first time. 

For the time being, however, Justiniano 
said he’s working to ensure DACA recipi-
ents and refugees feel like they belong.

“We’re voting for them,” he said. 
“�ere’s a lot more people who are willing 
to help than there’s people not willing to 
help. We’re just in a place right now where 
the minority is in power.”

have student-produced art rotating in and 
out of a gallery in the SU. 

“What I’m trying to do is have a com-

mittee made up of faculty and students 
that will curate and approve art to be put 
up in the SU,” he said. “We can probably 
get around 18 spots for art made by stu-
dents that we can rotate out on a semes-
terly basis or something like that.”

�e biggest challenge is the time spent 
working through the bureaucracy, Hol-
comb said. Even when the proposals and 
policies are approved, it still takes a signifi-
cant chunk of time for the plan to actually 
be put in motion, he said. 

However, he said the responses from 
the students and faculty has been over-
whelmingly positive. 

“Honestly it’s been such a warm reception 
… it’s beyond what I would have hoped,” he 
said. “When I send emails regarding a policy, 

faculty will email back, critiquing me, but 
also saying that they really love this project 
and they want to be kept updated, and that 
just gives me hope because I know that this 
will be carried on by other students and fac-
ulty even after this administration.”
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Members of the UTD community celebrated the opening of Synergy Park North 2 on Feb. 6. Speakers included executive vice president Hobson Wildenthal and vice president for administration Calvin Jamison.

The Student Union & Activities Advisory Board hosted a Mardi Gras celebration on Feb. 13, featuring live music from the Inner City All Stars and food from A Taste of Louisiana, a local food truck.
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