15 NOV 2017

TRIBAL EDITORIAL

TRIBAL TRIBUNE
Patrick Aherne
Jack Rogers
Lydia Gardner
David Carico
Clayton Register
Zach Green
Morgan Carpenter
Lauren Insinger
Chloe McMaster
Laurel Thorp
Margaret O’Neil
Claudia Ottinger
Cooper Lockett
Adam Duffy
Writers
Haley Borowy
Eva Chillura
Tyler Fedor
William Forni
Haley Havelock
Liz Hipes
Conrad Kramer
Brendan Lee
Bryan Lin
Johnathan McKinney
Paige Mistler
Kiki Moss
Alexis Perry
Catheline Petry
Fiorella Robinson
Camryn Teder
Benjamin Wallace
Patrick White
Annie Wright
Designers
Bennett Bogan
Brittany Campagna
Jolie Crunelle
Ananda Kobierowski
Caroline Koeman
Elise McFadden
Aaron Rothkopf
Tamela Watkins

23

Co-Editor in Chief
Co-Editor in Chief
Associate Editor
Associate Editor
Associate Editor
Creative Director
Co-Writing Editor
Co-Writing Editor
Copy Editor
Design Editor
Co-Photography Editor
Co-Photography Editor
Sports Editor
Website Editor
Elijah Smith
Brianna Stamps
Abigail Wilhite
Lily Wooters
Photographers
Julian Bateman
Elijah Bull
Catherine Griffin
Carly Knight-Carrier
Nancy Remoll
Gracelyn Stanton
Nicholas Zheng
Breaking News Team
Benjamin Carens
Preston Carlton
Caroline Combs
Hana Donnelly
Luciana Scholtens
Matilda Seay
Allison Senf
Michael-Davis Wiggins

Adviser

Tribal Tribune is published by the newspaper staff at Wando High School, 1000
Warrior Way, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466.
Advertising rates are available upon
request by calling 843-849-2830, ext.
23903 or emailing tribaltribune@gmail.
com.
The Tribal Tribune has been established
as an open forum for student expressions as outlined by the Student Press
Law Center. The Tribal Tribune accepts
only signed letters to the editor. We reserve the right to edit for space and style
as well as to select which to run. The Tribal Tribune publishes 9 times a year. The
Tribal Tribune maintains memberships in
South Carolina Scholastic Press Association, Southern Interscholastic Press Association, Columbia Scholastic Press Association and National Scholastic Press
Association.

Editorial Cartoon // Patrick Aherne

The danger with JUULs

A

fter cigarettes fell out of favor
with high school students, vapes
and e-cigarettes took their place.
Now even those are being overshadowed by JUULs.
The devices look like flash
drives but still deliver the same
amount of nicotine in one pod as an entire
pack of cigarettes.
Some students may think they’re doing
less damage to their bodies or are less likely
to get caught when smoking one of the tiny
devices.
But the rules are still clear, and the damage is still there.
Charleston County School District policy
outlines a one-day suspension for anyone
found in possession of tobacco products -which includes JUULs. The administration is
doing its part, actively trying to stop JUULing
on campus by doing routine bathroom sweeps,
monitoring parking lots and class exchanges.
As of now, use of tobacco products are the
third most common referral on campus.
New studies have shown that the use of
JUULs by high school students has grown, and
Center of Disease Control statistics now show
that 16 percent of high school teens tried e-cigs
in 2015, compared to the 1.5 percent of high
school teens tried e-cigs in 2011, according to
LiveScience.
While some think JUULs are not dangerous, many scientists agree.

“While JUULs are a relatively new drug,
they have still been found to have damaging effects on the human body. The drug is a cardiovascular stimulant and can potentially worsen
heart disease in people who already have severe
heart conditions,” said Stanton Glantz, a professor of medicine and the director of the Center
for Tobacco Control Research and Education at
the University of California, San Francisco.
“Studies have also shown that kids
who use e-cigarettes have more respiratory
problems and take more days off from school,”
Glantz told LiveScience.
“Researchers are showing more evidence
that nicotine is damaging to a young person’s
still-developing body system. E-cigs and other
chemicals have been shown to negatively affect
health. The vapors emitted and inhaled from
JUULs have shown to deliver small enough
particles to reach deep into the lungs,
and that they’re not the “harmless
water vapor” that marketers claim
them to be,” Glantz added.
So what do we do?
There are multiple ways we can go about
to fix the JUULing problem. One way is
through educating people about the negative health effects of JUULing. Outlining the
damage the high level of nicotine can do to the
human brain would help people who are on the
fence about trying JUULs turn them down
Another effective measure would be to
create more severe consequences for those

students caught with JUULs. Charging a fine
or warranting arrest would certainly catch
students’ attention. High school students will
only respond to discipline if they consider it
to be a real threat. Many students don’t fear
referrals or even suspensions, but put a Mount
Pleasant police officer in front of them and they
would certainly pay attention. Maybe it’s time
for the state legislature to look at making this
illegal as well.
The JUUL problem highlights a
larger problem with younger people in general;
the commitment to break the rules. JUULs
are less dangerous than cigarettes but are still
illegal for minors. It is evident that the reason
many young people engage in JUULing, vaping, and drugs is not so much that they enjoy
being high, but that they enjoy breaking rules.
Teenagers have always been rebellious and that
it’s to be expected, but far too often
in society we make excuses based on
age.
The stories many parents and
relatives tell about “the craziest thing I did in
high school” create an excuse for the youth of
today to break laws and do detrimental things.
It’s not to say that if an individual does
something stupid in high school that their lives
should be ruined because good people do stupid things. However, we need to stop making
excuses for unlawful behavior; it doesn’t have
to be a right of passage to break the law in high
school.
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