mid the: sciemtific and medical components of
the pamdemic bes a soclal one - Hee request for
Ansericans bo sty bome, mway firom scheool, away
Fromm weork, and away from each other With
w0 end In sight pust yet, the Center for Discase
Comtrol or CDC has urged for a Emit te cutside
Interaction for the time being to combat the
authreak. For mamy Americans, however, these stay at home orders
bawen't been easy
“As statistics prove most people have a low chanoe of
dying from this virus wnless yow have an underying condition or
are over a certim age This s why people ane still going out. Some:
people also just Wve their [ife on the edge and sieply don't care if
they get sick berause they kmow they can fight it off” Mackessie
Balcer, senlor, said
COVID- 19 mainly spreads frem people being in close
prodmity to ane amotier. The more people that are together in
a group, the Hkelhood of contracting tie vines beonmes higher
Simply put, as we stay avway from each other, we lessen the
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Actions

chamge of both spreading the discase and contracting it carsehes.
Eoth governmeent afficials and medical professionals have ashed
Americams to ‘social distamce’ and fatten the curve” These plirases
refer o actions that should be taken to it the spread of the
diszase. The ‘curve’ that Is being disosssed Is the ansount of cases
we willl face with social distancing guldelines and without soclal
distancing guidelines. A fatter corve should mean less stress on
our already over-burdened meedical facilities. The oarve will begin
tos Elatten by Indhviduals taling the steps that have been cutlined by
the Cemter of Disease Control (CDC) and other health professionals
to soclal distance.

“What we should do as a sockety Is stay homee (fwe don't
need to go out. Also, if we do need to go out then we should be
socially distamcing oursehes from other people. Lasthy, we should
be wearisg gloves and masks and washisg our basds frequently so
this outhreak can end,” Haleensa Rajab, sophomore, said.

These seemingly stmple guidines, however, are mot belng
followed by all Americans, mising questions that are both moml
and medical. College “spring breakers” openly flautned the stay at
home orders, continulsg to gather amd party even as the country
braced itself for the growing pasdemic. in places ke Miaml, Sew
irleans, and even New York City, young adults continued to go sut
during the carly stages of the pands The most ¢ reason
stated « “We're young. what could gowrong ™ Videos flnoded the
media of college students refusing o leave thelr spring break
r:mri: while others mlﬁmbd o hoard alrplanes en route to teelr

i - diefying * | travel” orders.

“I'would sy to the spring breakers that it Is selish to
comtinue normal acthities ke spring breake. There are Americans
whosare belng asked to sacrifice major lfe events Mk wed dings
and proms and are dodng 5o to ensare the safety of loved their
Jovesd emes. There willl be time o go out and celebrate omce this
wirus ks under contral bat ustil then we should be doleg owr part
An comtaiming it. They may not realize it but everyome 1s at risk
1t 15 the virus itself or spreading it to someone whe |5 more
ble.“ K’aﬂq,l Marl.lnuld. hhlnqr teacher, sabid.

e thee threat that exists
nr'm-:lal dl:nm:lng b real 'ﬂ'l1||: youmng peoqile may nok
e most sevene symaptoms of the wiros [theugh many
. they still posess the ability to spread the dicase to those that

lwht- ralsing the question; why do many young people still think
ok

to risk the Ives of others.

[ir: Broce fyhward, Senlor Advisor to WHO Director
isemeral stated that, “Ome of the things that tervifies me now is, as
this Is spread in the West is, there is this sense of Invulnerablity
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The far-reaching social impact of COVID-19
and why many young people don’t seem to

care

ameng Millenlals. And absolately mot,” Aylvward went on bo warm
youmg people, “This 5 one of the most serious diseases you will fice
i your lifetime. And recognize that and respect that. You are not
an Iskasd in this, you are part of a broader consmusity, you are part
of tran=mission ciains, if you get Infected you are making this much
mare complicabed and you are putting people in danger, nok just
yourself”

Lavra Kalmes, Fh.D, a philosopher and social oritic
explained that the desire for youmng people to disobey orders is nok
entirely their fault, howerer.

“What kappened in Florida sivould be a lesson bo us abost
the social, econemic, political, and educational failures of seciety”
Kalmes said. “Throughowt teetr lives, they have been imbibing an
antl: wtmmmqmemmumm
eeatly packsged I corpombe-sp ard
at the pulpit and dinner table. Thnelriuﬂcﬂrlgdlwumhld
personal freedom and herty at the expen se of the commeon
This bas, ussurprisingly, engendered desp mistrust in the stabe’s
Imterference with their lves”

President Demald Tremp even commented on tse
ebawior of youmg Ansericans, stating, “We don't wast them
gathering. and | see they do gather Including on beaches and in
restaurants, young people. They doa't reallze, and they're fodling
reincihle”

Still, most youmg people seem o be getting the messape.

1 think sodal distancing is wery beneficlal, by helping
contain the vines. | think the main thing that we as & soclety should
dio is actmally try to follow the guidelines that the COC has put in
plae. If everyone ks active in dolng their part to belp lmit exposure,
then this disease mn be contained In less tme,” Katehm Tuteln,
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younger popalation |s facing simdlar infection rates. Unknowingly,

ey possibly pass the cirus onte their parents, grandparents, or
ammnts and uncles, all af which Keely have o bigher chance of death if

infected,” Michaed Kull, APN, sald

That sentiment ks not lost on all of the yousger
pemeration, howeven

“Social distancimg goes a long way: It would belp es
bermuse it's bess contact outside, and 1t wouldn't put ourseles
atrisk along with otbers. That's why it 1s best to stay home
throughout this pandensic because, in the end, we will get through
thits together. We bave o keep taling appropriate prosautions,”
Hicholas Petrosing, senlos sald,

ativers agree.

“The anly businesses that should be opened are those
that provide e necessities for us bo get by at this ime (grecery
stores, home stores, hnm;mlmmtﬁzmﬁuﬂht
be amy sort of Interaction beby L amd poes, oy
with the exception of gloves amd masks Lu-bd.Ma_l.rb:,wtn:mslarl
o adapt to placing orders on our phones fomputers ' blets so
et vy, wee can pick up our Ibems In persan to make o quick and
easy parchase. |t would imeolve less time being used up and less
interactons, which cam lead us bo a quicker recovery and for a
Aattening of the curve,” Angela Mdoca), freshman, said.

The virus may most notably be easily ontracted by older
individuals, but if one thing thes e rising amownts of cases have:
taugh us, it Is that sclence and this vines do pot discriminate.

*The coromavines has resulted in things that no one
could have imagined. It bas closed all schools, beaving many kids
waondering when they will get the opportunity to go hack, Hmvever,
Heere have been ways gheen to us by the COC to belp emd what 15
happening. [ we all do what we need s, even (F1E s not what we
want bo do, our lives will go back to normal” Natalis (infeentes,

snphomore, sald
Ohwe of the big risks of this partioalar virs is that
pmp]eanhlmltm.r}m.liuh:;my_, - ‘o shaowi ph

any signs, ir ‘This pats others at risk
Im’rnﬂmﬁnghrmndlﬂdsmﬁmh-dmdmf
mare peaple, increasing the nember of mses and potentially the
mnartality rate. By anly going sot when it Is essentiall and keeping a
diistance from others, the spread will show down making a return
to normaky sooner than kater This phenomenon has impacted
youmg people whe fall to recognize that their behavior can have a
tremendons inpact on those around them, even if they are feeling
good™

“It's unfortunate that some of the pemnger population did
J donok follow the social restrictions i place. Although the virnes
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