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Bear Witness

Best use of social
media:
Reporting
@bhsbearwitness
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screenshots to see the
original posts. These are just
highlights of our social media,
for more see
@bhshearwitness on
Instagram, Twitter and

Facebook
\\




\J |
\ Our social media statement of purpose

Our goal in running our social media feed was to report each event as a

complete story. We ask our reporters to interview at [east one source, and |
their caption provide the context. We also often run feature stories that take
advantage of the carousel format that Instagram provides.

We aimed for both frequency and quality in our reporting. In the p

published 385 posts, a little more than 1 per day. \




Localizing hard news

Social media can be used for more than just light topics. We used our social
media to cover serious issues such as climate change and how measures impact

\ \

Branham.




Measure K

ELECTION 12020

ELECTION 2020 ELECTION 2020

Parcel tax needed 66.7% to pass

Measure K may fall short of passing

We didn't knock on as
many doors as wi
wanted to. If wi
todoita

57.99%

42.01%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Though all precincts are accounted for, as of Wednesday

night, the counting is 52% complete. Full results won't be

available until next week, but the measure is unlikely to
Parcel tax to help pay teacher salaries and exceed the supermajority reggijrgment.

services couldn't get needed supermajority

The bond measure was a crucial measure for teachers to sustain and grow their programs.
We were the only outlet to report on the measure’s failure and its impact.


https://www.instagram.com/p/B9WwpwxJAy6/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Vaping on Campus

of Branham

, students (>
We share a student’s personal health »
) ] | ’ B -~ # reported vaping
issues on vaping and shared an ' S — at least once B Branham

extensive poll about its use on campus. Bt students say they
b vape daily

SOURCE: BEAR WITNE:
SURVEY OF 860
STUDENTS

https://www.instagram.com/p/B27hDySphQL/
2utm_source=ig_web_copy_link



https://www.instagram.com/p/B27hDySphQL/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B27hDySphQL/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Climate Change

We covered the global climate change rally
in two parts: the local organizing effort, as
well as the citywide protest. This was also
our feature story in September.

L))

bhsbearwitness
Downtown San Jose

bhsbearwitness With signs reading
“Fossil Fools” and “There’s No Planet
B,” thousands marched from Diridon
Station to San Jose City Hall this
afternoon demanding government
action on climate change at Silicon
Valley Youth Climate Strike.

The protest was one among 800 taking
place around the world under the

o Qv N

@ Liked by bhscompetitivecheer and
310 others

SEPTEMBER 20, 2019

Add a comment...

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness In advance of this
afternoon’s Youth Climate Strike in
Downtown San Jose, SPARE hosted a
forum after school tackling ways to
bring climate awareness to the student
body. The event drew a few dozen
students. Special education teacher
Nick Cortez spoke about how students
could become more involved in
supporting in local activism for the
climates. Students then were asked to

oQv N
Q Liked by mister_e8 and 220 others

SEPTEMBER 20, 2019

Add a comment...



https://www.instagram.com/p/B2pmLXQJail/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B2qaUdkJ2gH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Women’s March

bhsbearwitness
San Jose, California

Feminism is a significant part of Branham’s campus culture;
consequently, some students attended the march in
Downtown San Jose. Having the opportunity to share their
cause on our platform helped amplify the importance of
feminism on campus.

Qv : N

@BY Liked by c.mcclure5 and 298 others

bhsbearwitness Juniors Mia Estrada, Olivia Merriam and
Kimmy Coke of Branham’s Feminist Club joined an estimated
7,500 protesters at the fourth annual Women'’s March in
Downtown San Jose on Saturday. The demonstration was
notably smaller than in past years’, but the message was
consistent: that women need to have their voices heard in the
upcoming November election.
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Bernie Sanders &=
5 San Jose McEnery Convention Center

Bear Witness staff
members volunteered to
cover the Bernie Sanders
Rally in Downtown San
Jose. We shared quotes and
performances from the
event and talked to other
attendees about why they
came to support. One of our
main objectives was to not
show bias in order to be
mindful of other opinions at
Branham.

66

It's about ordinary Americans
standing up and saying we want a
government that works for all of us,
not just a few.”

BERNIE SANDERS,

VERMONT SENATOR AND
U.S. PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE

Qv . N

€929 Liked by abireed21 and 223 others

bhsbearwitness Senator Bernie Sanders, the current
frontrunner to be the Democratic nominee for president, made
his pitch to a receptive and raucous crowd Sunday in San Jose.
Sanders pushed for his popular but controversial campaign
platforms, including free health care and college education. He
was joined onstage by local artists and activists, including
singer Jack Johnson and Bay Area congressman Ro Khanna.
Sanders is the only Democratic candidate to hold a rally before
Super Tuesday, where larger states such as California and
Texas hold their primaries. We recap the Sunday event and
talked to some supporters about his platform. Please check
back for more election coverage.

\ bhsbearwitness
San Jose McEnery Convention Center, South Hall
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€929 Liked by abireed21 and 387 others

bhsbearwitness Bear Witness editors Chad Roberts, Katelyn
Lowpensky and Cara McClure are covering the Bernie Sanders
rally, the first visit from a major Democratic presidential
candidate before Super Tuesday. Follow along with our live
updates in our Instagram stories, and stay tuned for more info!
u&i: Cara McClure
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Black Lives Matter

Coverage on how the movement impacts the Branham community




Covering Marches

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Amplifying a call for justige

Ml
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edbrdly &8 Vel cdt de ) Ay epmer@ﬁran&num;;@an

boliceibitita adlde 3 dli&=rannd the wortil i -Group seeking input from black studgntstodraft

Many marches took place in San Jose; Bear Witness journalists took their time to march
alongside protesters and capture impactful moments. This helped show solidarity towards all
who have been affected by police brutality.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CBSLQJ_pAy7/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CBQo5IEJdxO/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CBSLQJ_pAy7/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Giving Branham’s Black Community a
Platform

95

I couldn’t even watch the
entire video for George
Floyd. I started and I

95

When I go to neighborhoods
that are predominantly
black or brown, I see police

It's easy for people to sit in
their bubble and assume
that racism doesn't exist.

... You can say that because
you've never experienced
racism.

couldn't finish. It just hit

coming in very aggressively
way too close to home.

on those people, yelling at a
whole different tenor.

PATSY FONKWO, JUNIOR SOFIA NONGA. JUNIOR

JOYCE DAVIS, GUIDANCE COUNSELOR

®QYvY W

“33 Liked by abireed21 and 172 others

bhsbearwitness #blacklivesmatter

all 2 comments

:nts and staff members at Branham were interviewed about their personal
experiences as well as their thoughts on the current events. We kept their quotes in their
purest form and shared them with our followers.



COVID-19 Coverage

Providing news from the community during the shelter-in-place.




Breaking the News

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

‘Supplemental classwork to roll out

... for now SHELTER IN PLACE

'Shelter in place' ordered for six counties in
Bay Area, including Santa Clara, until April 7

While coronavirus upends spring activities, ot
: . : = A Santa Clara County officials announce that all
including major sports and after-school events,

the district and Branham will remain in session public schools will close for three weeks
o starting Monday
L]

District and staff working to have appropriate

classwork available to students by March 23
L]

As soon as it was announced, the Bear Witness provided as much information as possible on school closures, with
slides detailing the impact and reach of the closures. As more information came out, we covered it as well. This kept

our community informed as the news changed every day. We continued to cover the impacts of COVID-19
throughout the semester. 14


https://www.instagram.com/p/B9rl87SpTkq/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9r9OWSpk3g/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9ueHxWJ9JB/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9z-dq7po50/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Highlighting Our Students

=N

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness It's been a rough
week for junior Mike Long, a courtesy
clerk at the Safeway grocery store on
Union Ave. He said that panic hoarding
from shoppers fearful of the COVID-19
pandemic has meant increased, erratic
hours for him (“I've opened and closed
throughout all hours.”) and fewer hours
open for the public. The normally 24-
hour store has cut back its hours of
operation from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. for its

L O QV N

Junior Mike Long works as a Safeway courtesy clerk and §
is a witness to the chaos that COVID-19 has wreaked.

@ Liked by delmardons and 284 others

MARCH 16

Add a comment...

UPDATE

Finding their radio voices

Seniors launch podcast as outlet for COVID-19 stress.

Cassidy Chanﬂ]ulianne Alvares

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Seniors Cassidy
Chang and Julianne Alvares have a lot
to say about the rapidly evolving
coronavirus pandemic in the first
episode of their podcast, titled "We
Didn't Start the Fire.” The pair of
friends, two avid news readers, share
their opinions about their current self-
isolation from their potentially
squandered graduation plans ("We
waited 12 years for this") to the

Qv W
@ Liked by branham_lsu and 232 others

MARCH 22

Add a comment...

HELPING HANDS

We featured students who had a unique perspective or take on the coronavirus closure, such as a student
who worked at the grocery lines during the hoarding crisis, and others who created a podcast to deal with
the closures, as well as a student who is raising funds for our local food bank

15


https://www.instagram.com/p/B9zMoZkJ8sa/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-DM8OtJLGk/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Changes at school

STUDY

Dozens and dozens serv ' Pizza's on for first Saturday lunch
=

Fitz Vo/Bear Witness

Lunch dds Saturd d includ ing break
Over 40 lunches and 35 Chromebooks were handed out HIEIPICEIEiaCes oal ey Eiices spna e

o asBranhamrolled out its food and tech services. e

Canva stock photo

We sought to highlight changes at campus that only could have been brought on by the
closure, such as the increase in meals for families and online tutoring opportunities.

16



Impacts of business

2 Small business fallout
Running on empty from COVID-19 s

« Analysts predict 15,000 ¥
permanent retail store T AKE ME OUT }
closures in 2020 i

I don't know 3 three million jobs from

the U.S. economy could

how mar}v be lost before this
salons will summer.
survive this." * More than 50% of small

) business owners do not
Missy Wiegand think they will survive
owner, Salon 383 extended shutdown. Delicious, affordable

— CNBC reports ‘estarants t order
M during
Uarant;;
* Most salon are consi i dent contractors, b antine

and are not eligible for unemployment benefits.

6usinesses struggle to stay afloat during pandemic

Small businesses across San Jose were severely hurt by COVID-19. We shed light on how
businesses are both suffering and adapting.

17


https://www.instagram.com/p/B-hgUz_JrP1/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CAVu4GUJ8IY/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

School events online

CONCERT REVIEW

Acoustic Night goes virtual

Paul Narkiwiéez
junior

Viniﬁlu Geevaratne
. . sophomore
Student artists submit songs to club's

Gtagram page for its final performance of the year

We looked at how clubs organized meetings and concerts - especially the music program,
which held its first acoustic and band concerts online. To bring more interactivity, we included
samples of their performances.

18


https://www.instagram.com/p/CAGT-Qxpl5M/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CAvl9y7pMse/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_GeAoepWm-/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Celebrating the class of 2020

SENIOR AWARDS | VISUAL ARTS - DRAMA STACEY YAVORSKI

CLASS OF 2020

i ELASS OF ZUZD

CLASS OF 2020 w
a0 Robyn's family
= r‘«

Robyn Gunerrez w:

2016 home, th f"e"‘ds at the Teachers and staff

line the school
toshonor seniors in
drive-through

celebra&io_n\

The level of dedication and professionalism (Stacey)
dedicates for her craft is truly unmatched." Mother seeks to send out graduation giftto seniors in
Jennifer Sorkin, Drama LE - - honor of her daughter, whoswould have turned 18 today

We found ways to celebrate the class of 2020, from highlighting student achievement to
covering events throughout the semester relating to them.

19


https://www.instagram.com/p/CAjz9qrJ5Bf/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CAqJNLyJ83R/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CA_RMXhpU4I/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CA02ulRpwBd/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

ASB events, elections

ONLINE BOTC

Freshmen win first Hunger Games'

BF

= gural "Minecraft Hunger Games"event caps®
“~* monthlong Battle of the €lasses tournament
2 Ly A - TS

- - = ™ Screenshot: Chandler Roberts

/' Getting to know

ASB ELECTIONS

Candidates for Spirit president

ISHA
CHANDER
Junior

Web: cl com
awpwaswze student recognition

¢ Increase school spirit with
dress-up days & Blue Crew

* Bridge gap between the staff,
PTSA and students

 Help school groups become
more involved on campus

* Support socioeconomically
disadvantaged groups

 Outreach to English learners,

Canva stock image special education. .

your candidates

KATE
FELLER
Junior

Instagram: @katefeller

* Increase school, strengtheo
campus culture

* Use Google Form to help find
activities and clubs

* Back-to-school BBQ before
first day of school to help
students in their transition

* Monthly video highlighting
recent activities and groups.

* Quad events to emphasize
teams and student groups.

ASB ELECTIONS

Few voted in student elections

—

****

Despite strong social media presence, lack of
in-person campaigning blamed on low turnout

We reported on the ASB candidates as well analyzed the subsequent low turnout.
Additionally, we covered the first Minecraft Hunger Games.

20


https://www.instagram.com/p/B_sBxLhp4lp/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_h5Zs1Jaq4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_sBxLhp4lp/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_h5Zs1Jaq4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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Events on Campus

Before school closed, we aimed to cover every event on campus
beyond the quad event.




Multicultural week

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

Qv

€D Liked by abireed21 and 300 others

bhsbearwitness The LSU Cultural Showcase on Friday was an
explosion of color as members of the Latinx Student Union
performed songs and dances, some that dated back to the
ancient Aztecs. The emcees, seniors Fernando Leon and
Stephanie Alvarado, used a mix of Spanish and English
throughout the show. All of the songs that were performed
were made by singers of the Latinx community, including those
by Mexican American Carlos Santana, Selena, Christina
Aguilera, Shakira, and Camila Cabello. Funds from the event
went toward the LSU Scholarship Fund.

>]

Renortina and nhotos bv Andelina Miller

@‘ bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

®‘ bhsbearwitness The World Languages
Department hosted its third annual

Multicultural Banquet on Thursday, with
students bringing food representing
their culture to the potluck event, from
Chinese food and samosas to rolls and
flan. The sophomore class also put on
a dance show for the attendees. The
Latinx Student Union will host a talent
show tonight to close out Multicultural
Week.

oQv W
@ Liked by mister_e8 and 235 others

MARCH 6

Add a comment...

@\ bhsbearwitness
> Branham High School

@ bhsbearwitness Students and staff

' shared their cultural pride in the quad
at lunch today with dance routines and
poetry recitals for Multicultural Week.
The festivities continue tonight with the
World Language department’s
banquet, and tomorrow with the food
fair at lunch. The Latinx Student Union
will close out the week with a dance
performance at 7 p.m. on Friday.
usi: Cara McClure

oQv N
@ Liked by branham_Isu and 312 others

MARCH 5

Add a comment...
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https://www.instagram.com/p/B9cRdaOpzSU/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9aWsxZpIhY/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B9Xmk6GJc7Q/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Winter week

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

@ bhsbearwitness
' Branham High School

@ bhsbearwitness Senior Sara Nayfeh

" poses with Santa (P.E. teacher Ron
Smare) at Friday’s annual Winter
Wonderland dance in the cafeteria. The
event drew more than 300 students in
the special education program from
nearby schools for a day of dancing,
food and fun. Today the Branham Best
Buddies program will head to
downtown San Jose to attend
Christmas in the Park.

Qv N

Q Liked by branhamguard and 252 others

DECEMBER 14, 2019

®QVvY i N
0’3; Liked by c.mcclure5 and 387 others

bhsbearwitness Students turned the quad into a big snowball
fight today at lunch, pelting each other with ice provided by
San Jose Ice. The event was part of the Leadership group’s
run-up to Friday’s highly anticipated Winter Wishes rally.

Add a comment...

&8 : Shantala Muruganujan


https://www.instagram.com/p/B5q9HFjpb6C/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B6Dq30dJ-vK/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

Honoring Robyn

We shared the legacy of Robyn Gutierrez, who

died from complications of muscular dystrophy as
a freshman.

We each have something special to contribute to this
world. Don't let anyone make you feel any different."
Robyn Gutierrez, who would have been a senior this
year. Dent Grove has been renamed in her honor.

QY . N

@B% Liked by c.mcclure5 and 340 others

bhsbearwitness The grove on Dent Ave. is now officially
named Robyn'’s Grove, in honor of Robyn Gutierrez, the student
who shared her struggles with Ullrich congenital muscular
dystrophy. Can that be changed? at the Winter Wishes rally
when she was a freshman in 2016. She succumbed to the
disease a month later. At this year’s rally, the Leadership team
had dedicated the grove in her name. “She inspired all of us,”
said senior Kyle Haugh, who wished for her memorial.

8 : Julianne Alvares, with file art from Catherine Monroy

Editor’s note: Robyn had Ullrich congenital muscular dystrophy,
not multiple sclerosis.



Winter Wishes

@ bhsbearwitness
/' Branham High School

Qv . W

@B Liked by c.mcclure5 and 379 others

bhsbearwitness A tribute to friends, former and present, was
the theme of the upperclassmen rally, as they shared the
stories of their relationships and struggles. Junior Chase
O’Neill shared how junior Erik Sadauskas has been working two
jobs to support his family and for his mom fighting cancer.
Senior Anica Le's friends and teachers asked for a laptop for
her creative endeavors. Also during the rally, Junior Kendall
Fowler shared her why for being at school, and how sports and
family helped her challenge her self-worth. It was also a
chance for the school to memorialize Robyn Gutierrez, a
student who passed away in 2017 due to complications from
muscular dystrophy. We will share her story, and how she has
been a constant thread in past Winter Wishes rallies.

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

®QVv : N
@B Liked by c.mcclure5 and 340 others

bhsbearwitness The ninth annual Winter Wishes Rally on
Friday offered laughs, tears and a chance for students to see
the hidden challenges that their peers face. At the
underclassmen rally, freshman Alec Karbowski and his family
received financial help after a fire early November destroyed a
large part of their home. The teachers of the Ignite program,
which helps a group of freshmen and sophomores, wished for
t-shirts as a sign of solidarity. And junior Olivia Downey shared
her struggles and embrace of her Asperger’s, and the social
obstacles that she faced. Here are the highlights from the first
rally.

This is our biggest event of the year. We
mobilized four reporters and photographers to
capture the moments and interview the
recipients and the people who made the wish for
them. It was an extensive effort that garnered a
lot of engagement and goodwill in the
community.

25



Black History Month

| bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

I STILL HAVE
A DREAM

®QVv . A We dedicated several days to highlight events on campus, as well
€929 Liked by abireed21 and 294 others

bhsbearwitness Junior Patsy Fonkwo shows off the beaded as

bracelet she made in honor of Black History Month today at

lunch. Dozens of students made bracelets using bright colors

like red, green and yellow. Two Black Student Union board

members shared why it was important for them to celebrate

black history.

8i: Andelina Miller 26

#bhsbearwitness #blackhistorymonth
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Sports

Sports are a huge part of our campus, like any high school so
they’re important to feature. We keep the community up to date
on scores and seasons of a large range of athletics.




Cross country

'.QV .

bhsbearwitness
Crystal Springs Cross-Country Course Trail

P Liked by genevievemedina_and 316 others

bhsbearwitness Senior Evan Franco and freshman Isabelle
Moret helped their teams qualify for the CCS championships at
today’s BVAL finals, with Franco’s ninth place overall finish
(16:26.3 in the 3-mile course) propelling the boys team to third
out of 24 teams. Moret (20:55.4) placed 17th overall and
helped the girls team place seventh. The teams will meet at the
course again during the CCS championships Nov. 16.

8i: Julianne Alvares (@julianneal8)
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Football

bhsbearwitness
Santa Teresa High School

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

Qv . W

e"; Liked by c.mcclure5 and 396 others

bhsbearwitness Next up, Carmel. Branham's varsity team is
continuing a dream season, easily putting away Monte Vista -

Christian of Watsonville 40-13 in Friday’s Division IV . Q V m
quarterfinals. The team fired on all cylinders, scoring 33 of its
points in the first half alone, backed by an intimidating defense. ) .
They host Carmel High School next Friday. Junior quarterback bhsbearwitness Branham's football team dominated Santa
Nick Bandanza, who scored three rushing touchdowns and Teresa for ks second conseeutive game of the seasen Friday
connected with Matt Cordova for three more, is looking forward night with a score of 28-7. The team meshed well on both sides

o 7 > of the ball, scoring three touchdowns in the second half, with
to the semifinal Qame- Today was cool, but next week's gotta quarterback Nick Bandanza contributing two rushing TDs and
be better,” he said.

running back Cameron Rynhard with the third. JV fell to the St.
eee Bernards, 12-42, who scored four touchdowns just in the first
#8i: Nolan Zils quarter. The teams face Andrew Hill at home (JV at 4:30 p.m.
and Varsity at 7 p.m.).

@B Liked by c.meclure5 and 286 others
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Cheer

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

Qv N

BPD Liked by genevievemedina_ and 274 others

bhsbearwitness The Branham Competitive Cheer team hosted
a showcase in the cafeteria on Monday, sharing with friends a
family a preview of their upcoming competition. The Lady
Bruins performed their routine twice for the audience. The
routine consisted of many skills including stunting, tumbling,
and dancing. They take the mat at their first competition
Saturday at Merrill West High School in Tracy.

bhsbearwitness
Anaheim Convention Center

Qv . W
B9 Liked by abireed21 and 333 others

bhsbearwitness The Branham Team Competitive Cheer squad
ended their season with a 2nd place finish in the small varsity
novice division, against 11 other teams. The team traveled
down to Anaheim this Thursday for the annual competition. wg:

United Spirit Association, Tae Yun Erica Kang
-7 : Tae Yun Erica Kang
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Basketball

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

@D Liked by c.mcclure5 and 270 others

bhsbearwitness Junior Patsy Fonkwo goes for the layup
Monday during the Bruins' 53-50 victory over Andrew Hill High
School. The teams remained neck-and-neck throughout the
entire game. The Bruins (5-6) stay home this Saturday against
Leigh.

& Lily Middleton

bhsbearwitness
Leigh High School

3= z : :
Qv W
@D Liked by c.mcclure5 and 256 others

bhsbearwitness Senior Frank Poso scores a layup against
Leigh's defense Saturday during Branham'’s in a hard-fought
46-51 loss to the rival Longhorns. The Bruins were neck-in-
neck with Leigh at the end of the first half. The team failed the
capitalize on the Leigh coach Todd Baldwin’s technical foul
near the end of the fourth quarter; giving them several free
throw opportunities and a chance to score. The team (3-7)
travels to Oak Grove on Wednesday.

i8i: Andelina Miller
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Wrestling

@ bhsbearwitness

Qv W

’j;)s Liked by genevievemedina_ and 196 others

bhsbearwitness Senior Leo Golden takes down an Andrew Hill
wrestler at the team’s home dual meet Wednesday. The team
struggled in its 24-52 loss to the Falcons. Some of the team'’s
athletes will compete the Overfelt Classic on Friday and
Saturday.

& : Ryan Walters
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School
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€929 Liked by abireed21 and 310 others

bhsbearwitness Filed under “before sports was canceled”: In a
season cut short, Branham’s swim teams (girls and boys JV
and varsity teams) swept Silver Creek in its first and only meet
of the season. Additionally the girls 200 free relay team
consisting of Lily Mintz, Bailey Donaldson , Melissa Muslic and
Katie Hannigan qualified for CCS, which may take place in May
(or not).

a8 : Carly Waldorph
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Baseball

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

®QYvY x N

€92 Liked by abireed21 and 287 others

bhsbearwitness The Branham baseball team took a tough loss
to the Sobrato Bulldogs with a score of 2-10. Junior Carson
Ledesma and senior Noah Contreras both scored runs,
Ledesma in the first inning and Contreras in the fourth. The
Bruins will be playing again Friday at Gunderson High School.
uei: Lily Middleton
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Soccer

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Junior Kenneth
Esquivias battles for the ball in varsity’s
CCS semifinal game against Wilcox on
Wednesday. With the game tied 0-0,
the team team scored in the final three
minutes of overtime to win 1-0. They
play in the championship against Mt.
Pleasant this Saturday.

w&i: Daniel Burkhead, reporting by Jazzy
Nguyen

Qv N

' Liked by mister_e8 and 294 others
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bhsbearwitness
Del Mar High School

bhsbearwitness Penalty kicks lifted
the boys varsity soccer team over Mt.
Pleasant on Saturday to help them
become CCS Division 2 champs. The
teams were scoreless through overtime
and won 6-5 from penalty kicks.

usi: Daniel Burkhead
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The Boys soccer team had a dream run this year, making it to the semifinals in states, the

furthest a team has gotten at Branham.
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Covering national
events

We aimed to localize national issues by talking to our staff and
students, including the anniversary of 9/11, Veterans Day, the
ongoing church scandal.




Remembering the Loma Prieta
Earthquake

bhsbearwitness

v @ bhsbearwitness
‘ ‘ Branham;HighiSchol i i Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Teachers and staff
living in the Bay Area 30 years ago I was a UC Santa Cruz student. | was

cannot forget the 6.9 magnitude Loma
Prieta earthquake that struck at 5:04 serving at a restaurant on Ocean

Iwas in San Leandro in an office
building on the 3rd floor. It lasted
quite a while. It was strange listening

@ bhsbearwitness Teachers and staff
living in the Bay Area 30 years ago
cannot forget the 6.9 magnitude Loma

to the news about a portion of the p.m. The Oakland A's and San Street when the earthquake hit. Very Prieta earthquake that struck at 5:04
Bay Bridge breaking and the Cypress Francisco Giants were battling it out in quickly the rumbling turned violent, p.m. The Oakland A's and San
freewa ; " the Bay Area World Series. Some of : : . Py f
y structure collapsing. Luckily | fhmnrwarsplaying.oursids, snd s which nearly knocked me off my feet. Francisco Giants were battling it out in

e hﬁaﬁed the other way. W‘T hai ::chI\S!Hrnzscm were just infants. Here we share I saw large chunks of ceramic tile ;:Zrﬁ?lle?;e;:;li?:;doizlizz 2?\:2;;(9
no cell phones, nointernet, only radio ¢ o cper excerpts of their memories of that day. falli i !

alling from the roof and crashing on &
reports. Our power was out for about (Second of two posts) N 9d e i t? g::‘;: ol were just infants and toddlers. Here we
3days, sowe couldnt watch the the siacewa < © SPeNtINCNEXS A=l share excerpts of their memories of
news onVAWe had s EB@ Inoit QY N hours cleaning up the restaurant. The  1eacHer that day.
backyard for our neighbors so that @ Liked by delmardons and 195 others manager let me take pies home,
our food wouldn't spoil* OCTORER 1712015 which | passed out to my dormmates. Q? Q V m

They were stressed out by the large 3 Liked by mister_e8 and 226 others

Add a comment... aftershocks, but they got free piel" OCTOBER 17, 2019
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We interviewed a dozen teachers about their experiences with the largest earthquake to hit Northern California indecades. 37


https://www.instagram.com/p/B3va9PPJTA4/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/B3vaZEqpO3j/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Remembering 9/11

We interviewed and recorded two teachers who
shared what they learned about the event and

how it impacted their perspective on activism
and terrorism.

@ bhsbearwitness

Teachers recall impact

e miad 11 = LS
"e Watch IGTV Video“ttaCks = :
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531 views - Liked by c.mcclure5 and juliannea18

bhsbearwitness Reflecting on Sept. 11 - Branham teachers
Mike Espinoza and Torie Raineri remember Sept. 11, 2001

differently, and how the deadliest attack on U.S. soil has
impacted their adult lives.

Interviews by Ziv Galpaz (@ziv.galpaz11) and Jayden Kim
(@jaydenn.kim)
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Clubs and electives

Student groups contribute a lot to campus and hold their own
events. These are not only great photo opportunities, but allow the
Bear Witness to cover a variety of events.

\ \



Best Buddies

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness The Best Buddies
Club hosted a basketball game on
Friday. At the event basketball players,
cheerleaders and spectators wore
purple, the club’s color. Members of
the club attended and sold baked
goods.

i : Hana Tzou @hana.tzou

#bhsbearwitness #bestbuddies
#basketball

21w
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More coverage
https://www.instagram.com/p/BoTP7aVnufe/?

igshid=1cdbec38icjbv9

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bs8u_jXnRIF/?i

gshid=1mofuzlv7xojr
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness With poor air quality
severely limiting all outdoor events, the
Branham Royal Alliance held its final
field show practice in the gym and
indoors ahead of the championship
competition Saturday in Bakersfield,
Calif.

i : Chandler Roberts
(@chandlerwroberts)
#bhsbearwitness #band #practice
#marchingband
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a clarabelle_w go george! o
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Dance
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Homecoming

While football may not be big at Branham, homecoming is special
to students. The various spirit events draw a lot of student
participation and it is an important part of our coverage.




Homecoming

@ bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

@ bhsbearwitness Joel Silva
: Ngo were named Homecom:
and Queen at an action-pac
Homecoming Game on Fridz
Bruins (5-0) continuing thei
undefeated streak with a 46
over Del Mar. Before the gar
Royal Alliance also debuted
show, titled "It's About Time
will perform next week at th:

Qv

fj!:); Liked by branhamwrestling and
458 others
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Night rally

We saw the news value in leading with a
prom-posal, and dug a bit deeper into the
night itself.

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Junior Eilon
Presman’s Homecoming Dance
proposal to Anjali Bellaire capped the
junior class’s winning Night Rally skit
on Wednesday, further cementing their

dominance on the homecoming
scoreboards. Seniors, with their
Alcatraz-themed performance, were
the runners-up, with the sophomore
and freshman class taking third and

fourth place in the skit. The junior and

Qv A

'9 Liked by seewhatsbruin and 315 others
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

' A ! bhsbearwitness Freshman Melanie
. ¢ . T Coy scored the sole touchdown as the
v freshman toppled the seniors in
OW e r p U ” Monday’s Powder Puff game. On
- - ; | V= < ; Thursday, they’ll face the winners of

Tuesday’s game between juniors and
sophomores.

w&i: Lily Middleton (@lily.middletonn)
and Nolan Zils

We covered each match as if it e e el Qv N
(®) Liked by seewhatsbruin and 346 others
were a sports event.

OCTOBER 1, 2019

Add a comment...

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness After their decisive
14-0 win over the sophomores, it's
juniors vs. freshmen in the Powder Puff
finals Thursday at lunch. The classes
battle it out for skit dominance tonight.
Stay tuned!

w&i: Julianne Alvares (@julianneal8) and
Ziv Galpaz (@ziv.galpaz13)

#bhsbearwitness #powderpuff

Qv N

‘;@ Liked by seewhatsbruin and 292 others

OCTOBER 2, 2019
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More on campus

By keeping our ears and eyes peeled to what’s going on on
campus, we were able to find unique stories and photo

opportunities.




Bruins of
Branham

Our regular feature, inspired by
Humans of New York

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness "I struggle with math
in general. Last year, there were a lot of
issues with the sophomore teachers.
There was a lot of turnover. What
makes it difficult is that you have one
teacher and they're teaching with their
specific way, and then suddenly they
just go missing and you don’t know
why. Then you have a substitute for the
rest of the year with a different
technique. And then the new substitute

oQv N
. Liked by mister_e8 and 182 others

SEPTEMBER 18, 2019
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness “My aunt used to
have cancer. While she was still going
undergoing chemotherapy, | would fold
paper cranes to make her feel better.
She still keeps the cranes in her room
to this day. Origami is something I've
been doing for a while. | thought that if
| could use my skill to help cheer
people up, it would be something that |
could do to make a difference in at
least one person'’s life.

oQv W
t% Liked by branhamhs and 154 others

SEPTEMBER 11, 2019
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness “My family was having
a lot going on ... my self-confidence
was at an all-time low. It was this one
teacher. He really helped me out with
what | needed to get done. He gave me
a plan and helped me find better study
methods, too, so | could do whatever
was going on in my life and do what
was going on in school.”

— Nick Hames, junior

oQvy N
. Liked by mister_e8 and 184 others

SEPTEMBER 12, 2019
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Around campus

@ bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

\ @ bhsbearwitness Today is World Mental
Health Awareness Day. As part of a
districtwide push at promoting a
students’ well-being, Branham has
been piloting its Wellness Center, and
hiring a social worker, to help with
needs that go beyond the classroom.
English teacher Carl Ponzio has been
among the advocates for wellness, and
said he has been working to build
rapport with his students. "We have to

Qv N

viting and stud nts don't know if they have a s @ Liked by mister_e8 and 234 others
place to go or feel comfortable with a teacher, then they [T EIPINE
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

@ bhsbearwitness Custodial crew
worked today to fix English teacher

Tobie Schweizer’s light fixtures
damaged from Monday night's 4.5
magnitude earthquake. The U.S.
Geological Survey said that the
rumbling originated in the East Bay
around 10:30 p.m, and was followed by
a 4.7 magnitude quake this afternoon
near Hollister. This Thursday will be the
30th anniversary of the Loma Prieta

Qv N

’ Liked by mister_e8 and 236 others

OCTOBER 15, 2019
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Off campus

Students were busy off-campus, and we featured their work and
efforts outside school.




Theaterfest

bhsbearwitness
Westmont High School

bhsbearwitness Branham'’s thespians
are prepping with their fellow actors
throughout the district for tonight's
annual TheatreFest. The show features
vignettes to highlight the skills of each
school. Organizers expect a sold-out
event at Westmont.

#8i: Zachary Macapanpan
#bhsbearwitness #theatrefest

22w




Volunteerism

bhsbearwitness
Westmont High School

bhsbearwitness Branham student
leaders joined hundreds of others
volunteers around the district for the
annual District Day of Service at
Westmont High School on Saturday.
The students worked on various
projects, from planting poppies to
making homeless care packages. Later,
attendees participated in a walk around
the campus track using the Charity
Miles app to collect steps. Every mile

oQv N
@ Liked by delmardons and 263 others

JANUARY 19
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bhsbearwitness
Christmas in the Park

bhsbearwitness From Takis to tamales
to their Aztec and Incan backgrounds,
students from the Latinx Student Union
decorated their adopted Christmas in
the Park tree today in response to a
question: "What does it mean to be
Latinx?"” The group had spent their past
several meetings creating laminated
decorations for today's setup, several
days before Friday’s opening ceremony
downtown. Adviser Mike Espinoza said

Qv N

@ Liked by branham_lsu and 268 others
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Around campus

@ bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

\ @ bhsbearwitness Today is World Mental
Health Awareness Day. As part of a
districtwide push at promoting a
students’ well-being, Branham has
been piloting its Wellness Center, and
hiring a social worker, to help with
needs that go beyond the classroom.
English teacher Carl Ponzio has been
among the advocates for wellness, and
said he has been working to build
rapport with his students. "We have to

Qv N

viting and stud nts don't know if they have a s @ Liked by mister_e8 and 234 others
place to go or feel comfortable with a teacher, then they [T EIPINE

Add a comment...

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

@ bhsbearwitness Custodial crew
worked today to fix English teacher

Tobie Schweizer’s light fixtures
damaged from Monday night's 4.5
magnitude earthquake. The U.S.
Geological Survey said that the
rumbling originated in the East Bay
around 10:30 p.m, and was followed by
a 4.7 magnitude quake this afternoon
near Hollister. This Thursday will be the
30th anniversary of the Loma Prieta
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