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COVID-19 pandemic clears Coppell schools, streets, stores
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t 11 am, Kelly's Texican il
owner Lawrence Kelly pushes
open his restaurant’s door, his
ootsteps breaking the silence
that surrounds the unmoved chairs and
tables. Sunlight seeps through the win-
dows of the Sandy Lake Road restau-
rant, faling on empty delivery contain-
ers rather than the laughing faces of
Coppell residents.

Since the  coronavius,  or
COVID-19, pandemic  caused
Dallas County to issue a man-
date to only keep essential ser-
vices open on March 21, dll
Coppell businesses have

looked eerily similar
“The people who
work here and in
this industry are
social people”
Kelly scid. “To
not  have
people
in here
see-

ing us and us feeding them and hug-
oing them and asking about them ev-
ery day is tough for people like us.”

Met with a significont decline in busi-
ness, Kelly was forced to reduce his ap-
proximately 20 person staff to five:

‘Thave a small staff here and we're all
fiends,” Kelly said. “l know them really well
- I know their kids and their spouses. To sit
somelbody down and say Tm not able
to pay you' - that's by far the toughest
thing I've had to do throughout all this”

Every resident and business has be-
come victim to the virus in their own way,

ONLINE

As an observant person, Coppel High
School special education teacher Me-
lissa Muray connects with her students
by assessing their body longuage and
reactions. Since school closures were an-
nounced, Muray has developed a differ-
ent way to form that connection.

Through her new optional program,
Crow with Muray, she has delivered pack-
ages to the porches of more thon 21

students. The packages include a plant
tinket and note encouraging the stu-
dent to update others on the growth

of their plant on Schoology:
‘I spent the weekend be-
fore we went vitual digging
up all my strawbery plants
and moking cuttings from
my heros and other
fast-growing  plants”
Murray said via email,
‘COVID-19  cont
stop us from grow-
ing  together
as we share
our plont’s
growth,
the re-
spon-
sibili-

fies it helos us with and the great coping
skills of taking care of something”

CISD has remained closed since spring
reck ended on March 16 and plans to
remain closed until ot least May 4. The
distict continues to email parents ond
students in addition to updating its wel-
POQE on the coronavirus response:

Distanced leaming was implement-
ed starting March 23 for all 18 schools
in the district.

‘Luckily, becouse we akeady had
one-to-one fechnology devices and so
many online leaming resources in ploce
aready, it helpoed make the fransition to
online leaming smoother” CISD Superin-
tendent Brad Hunt said via emaill.

Schoolsponsored events were also
canceled Prom, originally scheduled for
Aprl 4, is one of many events that has
slipped through students’ fingers.

‘As a senior, having everything being
canceled from prom, to DECA Nationdals,
to maybe even graduation is sad be-
cause it's my last year” CHS senior Shivan
Coleccha said. “Second semester senior
year is the time when you're supposed to
experience all these things and hang out
with your fiends loefore going to college.
My fiends and | were plonning on having
a good time every weekend and go-
ing out to restaurants and driving plac-
es. Now, were missing out on all of that
because of quarantine and it not being
possible to see each other”

SOCIAL MEDIA: ANXIOUSLY
SCROLLING, CONNECTED
THROUGH QUARANTINE

Iving-based  pediatic  occupa-
tional therapist Rachel Tores and her
husband Tyler a Ddllas nurse, were
watching a live performance by Filipina
singer Mia Flores in the auditorium of the
Diamond Princess cruise ship when the
caoptain made an announcement.

A man who had disembarked the ship,
which depaorted from Yokohoma, Jopaon
on Jon. 20, had tested positive for coro-
navius. The shio was occelerating to
reach Yokohama Port a day earier thon
scheduled to begin testing passengers.

‘We were supposed o get off the
oat on Feb. 4, but on Feb. 3 at about
10 pm, they fold us to go in our rooms

ond stay there until further instructions”
Mt Tores said “The Jopanese quar-
antine officicls went from the top of

the boat to the bottom and had
people screened. Anybbody

who had a fevey, shortness of breath or a
cough would get throat-swabbed”

The ship eventually had more than
/00 confimed cases of COVID-19 out
of the 3,711 people on board

The couple was quarontined for 26
days - 11 aboard the Diomond Princess
shio, ond 14 of Lacklond Air Force Base
in San Antonio, offer they were given the
option by the US Embassy to retun
via a cargo plane. They amved
home March 3.

Duing  their
quarantines, the
Torreses  shared
their - experienc-
es on the ship
with news outlets
and the public
through  Reddit
Twitter and  Ty-
ler's blog The
Torres Travels.

‘Weve done
a lot of things
on social media
ond inferviews in an

affempt to keep @ CHSSPECIALEDUEATIUNTEAEHER

humon foce on those

who have been quarantined and those
who have been dffected by COVID-19;
Mrs. Tores said "But social media also
helped keep us connected. In Japan, f we
haont had Facebook, we wouldnt have
had a way to call home”

Simultaneously,  social  media  has
spread misinformation cloout the origins of
COVID-19 and created hysteria As a re-
sult many have stockpiled resources such
as medical masks, hand sonitizer ond toilet
paope;, toking away from others - such as
hospitals - who require them.

“While at the hospital we have a
good supply, when the hospital and
people are stocking up on face masks,
hospitals run out of supply,” Mr. Torres said.
“The people who are actually coming in
contact with sick people arent going to
have the protection we need to keep
ourselves, our families and anyone who
comes info contact with us safe”

TROUBLE FOR LOCAL BUISNESSES,
TEEN EMPLOYMENT

Every Saturday morming from 8-12,
Coppell families fill Old Town Coppell's
pavilion for the Coppell Farmers Mar-
ket sampling and purchasing goods
from vendors such as Paul Wackym ot
Wackym's Kitchen and Amanda Van-
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COVID-19CANTSTOP
USFROMGROWING TOGETHER
ASWE SHAREQUR PLANT S
GROWTH, THERESPONSI-
BILITIESITHELPSUSWITH
AND THEGREAT COPING
SKILLSOF TAKING CARE OF
SOMETHING.

hoozier at Bishop Hill Farm Flowers.

After the COVID-19 lockdown, the po-
vilion sits empty, and albout 27 vendors
have set up stalls 8-10 feet apart in the
surounding area. Business has become
strictly come-and-go, with revised proce-
dures such as providing hand sanitizer
aond keeping all customers six feet apaort

‘Especialy if it's not their primary source
of income and they can go without
the eamings they generate, some
vendors decided not to come”
Coppel Famers
Market monoger
Amonda Austin
said “People are
odopting,  but
some  vendors
are actualy do-
ing really well with
their sales. There's
a lot of high de-
mand for prod-
ucts right now, so
some people like
ou vegelable
farmers and lrecd
mokers ond our el
detoenry  producer
are seling more than they can hondle”

The market is also encouraging
consumers to pre-order and buy from
vendors online when possible. Tipping
generously, leaving good reviews online
and buying gift cards are some other
ways to support Coppell’s local busi-
nesses during the pandemic.

All City of Coppel facilities, such as The
CORE ond the Coppell Fomily YMCA
are closed for residents until at least Agil
28, excluding the Coppell Justice Cen-
ter The citywide closures mean that em-
ployees of all non-essential services and
Coppel facilities are out of work, either
temporarily or permanently.

‘Both small and large busi-
nesses have been hit hard”
Coppel-based Event Technol-
ogy Services (ETS) employee
Paolo Ricossa said. I love my
job and staying at home is
against my nature, but for now
m working on getting some
new cerfifications and study-
ing more for my jolo while | can’”

To help stay sofe omidst the
pandemic, some essential services
have been implementing new sani-
tation procedures for their employees.

‘Bvery hou, we cleon every register
and we now have people coming in just
to clean ports of the store rather thon

working of a register

or a deportment” NoN
said CHS junior 6\0
Nicole Caral, &
who works of

Tom Thumb
on Denton
Tap Road
‘We have
plastic
[shields]
on  ou
registers
that  pro-
tect us, we
have to wash
our honds
every hour or
so ond we wear
gloves at times 100,
The new lifestyles as a
result of COVID-19 con be
on  OpPOr
funity O apP-
preciate the
people we
inferact with.
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pens through all of this is that we find a new
nomdal,” Murray said via email. “One where
we vaolue our grocery staff food workers
ond first respWonders and doctors with on
even greater appreciation. | hope
people have releamed the value of
spending time home with family, and
that some things we thought were so
important, really werent”
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