For the first time since 1992, mass protests
followed by riots broke out across Los Ange-
les. Beginning May 29, the demonstrations
were spurred by another instance of sickening
police brutality that reenergized the move-
ment against institutional racism. Here, one of
our senior editors shares her firsthand experi-
ences and perspective in an editorial.

By JorRbAN MURRAY

He yelled that he could not breathe, but
the officer kept applying pressure. It had
been only 17 minutes since the police had
arrived and George Floyd was already dead.
These types of deaths are not new. On May
25, Floyd was murdered by a Minneapolis
police officer. A cashier called the police,
claiming that Floyd attempted to use a
counterfeit $20 bill to purchase cigarettes.
Floyd was pinned to the ground with an of-
ficer’s knee pressed on his neck. Earlier, on
Feb. 23, Ahmaud Arbery, an unarmed black
man, was killed in Glynn County, Ga. There
had been robberies in the neighborhood and
two men saw him jogging. They accused
him of being the culprit, chased him and
shot him dead. For months, no arrests were
made.

Since Floyd’s murder, hundreds of thou-
sands have protested across America, fight-
ing to end police brutality. The protesters
include black people, other people of color
and white people who are fighting for and
standing with the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. There has also been an overwhelming
outpouring of support on Instagram, from
celebrities and other active users. The sup-
port is incredible, but the violence, loot-
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ing and rioting have created criticism from
people who do not try to understand why. I
want to set the record straight.

Most of the protests that turn violent do
so because of police officers who use tear gas
and rubber bullets on peaceful protesters.
Also, many of the illegal acts are committed
by white supremacists who want to discredit
the movement, or by members of Antifa
who want to incite chaos, according to The
New York Times. They know that this will
take away from the cause and that the blame
will fall on the BLM protesters. In many
cases, protesters have put up barriers in front
of businesses to ensure that the people who
create chaos are not taking advantage of the
protests for personal gain.

The motivation for the riots is collective
anger, sadness and loss. Black people are
tired of pleas and protests failing to create
change. I am tired. I am tired of lives be-
ing lost, of people discrediting the move-
ment, of reading the news and seeing that
another unarmed black man has been killed
or that the police have been called unfairly
on yet another black person who did noth-
ing wrong. I am tired of being afraid. We
have the right to express our anger. If you
are not black, there is no way you can truly
understand what this feels like. So it is unfair
for you to tell us how we should react.

The media is also little help. Attention has
shifted to the fact that a Target or Nike store
was destroyed. We are not seeing much cov-
erage on Floyd and the justice that we want.
I truly feel for the family businesses that
have been destroyed and feel for low-income
people who work in these large chain stores
that have been demolished, but the material
items in the stores that have been looted at
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least can be replaced. Nobody can replace a
life. If you feel powerless, I understand, but
nobody truly is. If you cant attend a pro-
test, take other action. Being an activist does
not mean just reposting a beautiful draw-
ing or photo of Floyd to your Instagram.
While that has a nice sentiment, you can
do more. Please donate, sign petitions and
use your own voice. For non-black allies, use
this time to not only show your support but
also to recognize your own privilege and the
ways you can educate yourself.

Nobody wants chaos. Nobody wants vio-
lence. The Black Lives Matter movement is
not about that, but we are tired. We want to
see the change we talk about. We want what
we are fighting for to mean something. Do
not let the media coverage of the riots dis-
courage you or distract you from the thing
we seek: justice for Ahmaud Arbery, justice
for George Floyd and justice for every black
person who has died at the hands of a system
that has never protected them. These men
aren’t the first to die unfairly, but we hope
they will be the last. The end goal in all of
this is to create a better future. To end police
brutality, to end the systemic racism and to
create a better world for ourselves and for
those who come after us.

* Despite our May 30 deadline, we felt that
revising our issue to provide coverage of this un-
precedented situation was necessary. Please note
that the shortage of content addressing the mat-
ter in the remainder of this issue is due to lim-
ited flexibility from our printer’s timing. To read
more student perspectives and find out how the
Harvard-Westlake administration and alumni are
responding, visit hwchronicle.com.
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Brookshire

to become
new dean

By ETHAN LACHMAN

Director of Admission at
Brandeis University Sara Brook-
shire will replace soon-to-be Head
of Upper School Beth Slattery as
an Upper School Dean next year.

Brookshire graduated from
Emerson College with her Bach-
elor’s Degree of Science in Mar-
keting Communication, and later
attended Lesley University where
she received her master’s degree in
School Counseling and Guidance
Services. Returning to her alma
mater, Brookshire served as the
Director of Admission at Emer-
son College prior to her current
position, and also serves as an
Elected Board Director at the Na-
tional Association for College Ad-
mission Counseling (NACAC).

In her email, Slattery said that
as an addition to the dean team,
Brookshire will not only be val-
ued for her experience in guiding
students through the college ad-
missions process, but also for her
upstanding personality.

“More than her professional
credentials, however, [Brook-
shire] impressed all of us with her
personal qualities of kindness,
empathy and humor,” Slattery
said. “I have had the good for-
tune of knowing Sara for over ten
years and she was one of the first
people whom I approached to
consider applying for the Upper
School Dean job. I feel so grate-
ful to have the opportunity to
work more closely with her and
I am comforted by the fact that
as | transition to my new role, I
know all of you will be in amaz-

ing hands.”

MULTICULTURAL MAGIC:

10 Affinity Groups celebrate
their cultures online through
Zoom meetings during lunch.

THE CHRONICLE, the student newspaper of Harvard-Westlake School, is published 8
times per year and distributed for free on both the upper and middle school campuses.
There are about 730 students at the Middle School and 870 at the Upper School.
Subscriptions may be purchased for $20 a year for delivery by mail. Unsigned editorials
represent the majority opinion of the seniors on the Editorial Board. Letters to the

Middle School Contemporary Dance |

Taught by Joe Schenck
A modern dance dedicated to Grandparents and Special Friends

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION OF MARLA SCHLOM

ON POINTE: One of the pre-recorded videos available to grandparents and special friends via website entails a performance by the middle school

Contemporary Dance I class, taught by performing arts teacher Joe Schenck. The video

1s about one minute and details a dance routine created by the class.

Grandparents’ Day hosted online for first time

By ETHAN LACHMAN

In order to maintain the annu-
al tradition of Grandparents and
Special Friends Day, the school
launched a website that allows
guests to experience students’ dai-
ly lives during distance learning
May 27. Through the virtual ex-
perience, guests are able to navi-
gate a traditional school schedule,
beginning with a pre-recorded
welcome video from President
Rick Commons.

Guests then have the option of
visiting pre-recorded classes that
represent core subjects, extracur-

DEMANDING DEMOCRACY:
Two students give their opin-
ions on the expansion of au-
thoritarian power in the world.

riculars, sports and affinity clubs
that students participate in.

Although the event is normal-
ly hosted at the Middle School,
event coordinator and Senior Ad-
vancement Administrator Marla
Schlom said the ongoing online
forum encourages guests of stu-
dents from both campuses to par-
ticipate.

“This is a wonderful opportu-
nity for us to be able to include
upper school grandparents and
special friends for this event be-
cause in the past we've only done
it at the Middle School because
of the geography of the campus,”

Schlom said. “So we're really excit-
ed to be able to include grandpar-
ents and special friends who may
be of kids who started at the Up-
per School and stay in touch with
those who have visited the middle
school campus.”

Schlom said she began think-
ing about an online Grandparents
and Special Friends Day the week
before spring break. Alongside
Web Manager Lillian Contreras,
who designed the website, Head
of Communications Ari Engel-
berg 89, Assistant Director of
Communications Shauna Alderi
and the rest of the Advancement
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COLLEGE COMMOTION:
Students and deans talk about
how COVID-19 will possibly
affect their chances at college.

ARTISTIC ACTION: Despite
being kept indoors, students
have found a way to keep busy
during the break through art.

Office, she worked for over a
month to create the experience.

Schlom said she is proud that
the school found a way to open up
the community to grandparents
and special friends.

“If's a great opportunity for
them to see how Harvard-West-
lake has pivoted to online learn-
ing, and also to see the creativity
not only that the faculty has, but
that the kids have,” Schlom said.
“There’s still that joy of learn-
ing [and] all of the elements that
make Harvard-Westlake what it is
even though we're not together on
campus.”

ALL-STAR ATHLETES: The
student body-nominated ath-
letesoftheyear, Mason Hooks 20
and Kiki Iriafen 21, are profiled.

editor may be submitted to chronicle@hw.com or mailed to 3700 Coldwater Canyon
Ave., Studio City, CA 91604. Letters must be signed and may be edited for space and
to conform to Chronicle style and format. Advertising questions may be directed to
Zack Schwartz at zschwartzl@hwemail.com. Publication of an advertisement does
not imply endorsement of the product or service by the newspaper or the school.
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Actress
advocates
for women

By MELopy TaNG

In place of La Femme’s annual
EMPOWER conference, actress
Beanie Feldstein ’11, who starred
in the critically acclaimed movies
“Lady Bird” and “Booksmart,”
spoke with students about her
identity as a woman and her ex-
perience in the entertainment
industry through an online video
call.

To kick off the event, EM-
POWER leaders Dahlia Low *20
and Lilah Weisman ’20 asked
Feldstein a series of prepared
questions before hosting a Q&A
session.

Feldstein said that though she
has seen more female directors
enter the entertainment business
throughout her career, the indus-
try is still far from achieving gen-
der parity.

Feldstein continued by dis-
cussing her experience perform-
ing in “Hello, Dolly!” on Broad-
way as well as her time working
with actor Bette Midler. Feldstein
said that Midler remains one of
the most influential and hard-
working people she has worked
with thus far.
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BEHIND THE SCENES: Actress Beanie Feldstein °11 shares her experience as a woman in the entertainment industry with upper school students
through Zoom on May 6. EMPOWER leaders Dahlia Low 20 and Lilah Weisman 20 hosted the discussion as a part of the school’s Multicultural Week.

Feldstein also spoke about the
difficulties she has faced while
balancing both her work as an
actress and her responsibilities
as a college student at Wesleyan
University.

“I was really in the middle of
the push and pull between [audi-
tioning and schoolwork],” Feld-

stein said. “My advice would be
to honor the moment that you're
in, and do what feels right in the
moment.”

During the Q&A session,
Amanda Korris 22 asked Feld-
stein about a piece of advice that
she would give to her high school
self.

HW Venture creates COVID-19
Challenge, awards social fellowship

By CHARLIE WANG

In an attempt to find solutions
to the challenges posed by the
coronavirus pandemic, HW Ven-
ture introduced the COVID-19
Challenge on May 1. Venture
outlined 10 specific issues facing
the community that students
could focus on, categorized into
five groups: social isolation and
physical distancing, virtual learn-
ing, food, college and sanitation.
The challenge was organized and
run by Kylie Azizzadeh 21 and
Chronicle staff writer Kate Burry
22.

Students were asked to work

in groups of three or four in or-
der to tackle one specific topic.
Throughout May, Venture of-
fered a pitch workshop, along
with brainstorming sessions led
by math teacher Andrew Theiss
and robotics coach Tripp Reed.
At the end of the month, each
group submitted a video pitch for
their idea in hopes of receiving
the Social Impact Fellowship. The
fellowship includes financial sup-
port for the project and access to
consult with Venture’s network of
connections during the summer.
“We decided to pose this chal-
lenge because as a community,
weve all faced unprecedented
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COMBATING CORONAVIRUS: Students hoping to engage with

the school community can sign up for online events through

e Quad.

obstacles and frustrations in our
daily lives [due] to the new cir-
cumstances brought by the coro-
navirus,” Azizzadeh said. “How-
ever, instead of complaining, we
wanted to encourage our commu-
nity to come together and tackle
these problems to make change.”

Venture co-leader Jacky Zhang
21 said that he loved how the
challenge pushed students to take
initiative and work to resolve re-
al-world problems.

“The challenge was a great way
to inspire and empower students
to be problem-solvers and entre-
preneurs which is what Venture

is here for,” Zhang said. “I per-

“You have to cut yourself some
slack,” Feldstein said. “I would
say to myself to be kinder to my-
self.”

Korris said that she enjoyed
learning more about Feldstein
and her work to promote women
in the acting industry.

“I really enjoyed how much

Beaniec emphasized not only
kindness to others but self-love,”
Korris said. “I thought it was re-
ally interesting to hear her insight
on making projects with female
directors and her take on trying
to be a part of projects that em-
power young women within the
last few years.”

‘ ‘ We decided to pose this

challenge because as a community,
we've all faced unprecedented
obstacles and frustrations in our daily
lives [due] the coronavirus.

— Kylie Azizzadeh 21
HW Venture Member
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sonally think it’s an amazing way
for students to just create and
do something given the amount
of free time we have compared
to pre-quarantine, especially for
middle school students.”
Azizzadeh and Burry, along
with a panel of judges that includ-
ed President Rick Commons and
HW Venture adviser Rob Levin,
read through the proposals May
29 and decided to award the So-
cial Impact Fellowship to “Keep

LA Open” and “Heythere!”. Keep
LA Open, an online platform that
will allow local LA businesses to
display their financial goals trans-
parently and connect with con-
sumers directly, was proposed by
Rustom Malhotra 25 and Nilufer
Mistry Sheasby ’25. Heythere!, a
platform that will try to create a
virtual representation of a school
environment, was proposed by
Olivia Baer 21 and Natalie Phil-
lips "21.

Prefect Council, HW Venture create The

Quad as online event site for students

By JAIDEV PANT

Prefect Council and HW Ven-
ture announced in an email sent
to the student body April 28 the
creation of The Quad, a platform
designed as an online hub for
students to access and sign up for
upper school events.

With the input of these two
groups, Aariz Irfan ’23 developed
the website as a way to combat the
lack of social interaction during
the quarantine period. The web-
site is intended to simulate the
upper school quad, the main hub
for students on campus.

Prefect  Council’s  master
schedule, a running calendar of
all organized virtual activities,
inspired the creation of the new
website, The Quad team leader
and HW Venture head Amaan
Irfan *21 said.

“At the start of quarantine,

the HW Venture team realized
that the community would be
lacking bonding, so we first came
up with ideas and asked the Pre-
fect Council to perform them,”
Amaan said. “We realized that
the [master schedule] wasn’t very
interactive, so we came up with
the idea for an online platform
instead.”

Additionally, Head Prefect
Michael Lehrhoff 20 said that
the prefects decided to contribute
to the website because of their
previous success in organizing
online activities during quaran-
tine.

“Knowing how passionate stu-
dents are about their extracurric-
ular interests, we all realized that,
though we cannot see each other
on campus, we can still engage
with our friends through online
media,” Lehrhoff said. “Given
the past success of our spring

break classes, there was no doubt
that we wanted to create a more
robust website for students and
faculty to stay connected.”

The Quad allows students to
sign up for school activities, re-
ceive notifications about events
and indicate interest in upcom-
ing activities. Students can also
create their own events through a
Google Form request sent to Pre-
fect Council.

Lehrhoff said he hopes to
grow the platform in the future
and revise the website based on
the student body’s needs.

“We plan to expand the types
of events, everything from round
table discussions to teacher lec-
tures to game nights,” Lehrhoff
said. “We'll be reaching out to
ask for feedback on events so that
The Quad best serves the needs of

our community.”
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And the winner is...

Valedictorian - Dieco AHMAD-STEIN 20

Salutatorian - Danvria Low 20

Lester Medvene Award - Jason THOMPSON 22

Awarded to a sophomore who contributes to the life of the school
and embodies Lester Medvene’s “curiosity of mind and dedication
of spirit.”

Rensselaer Award - Grace SHIN 21

Given to a junior who has distinguished himself or herself in the
study of math and science throughout the year. If the student
chooses to attend Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, they receive a
four-year scholarship.

Morris Michael Landres Award - Tessa AUGSBERGER 22

Recognizes a sophomore who has demonstrated “consistent
effort, dedication and promise” through his or her work on a
school publication.

Tamkin Community Service Award - Carur COOPERSTEIN 20
AND LAUREN LEE 20

Given to seniors who have given their time to serving the community
both on and off campus and both independently and with others.

Brendan Kutler 10 “Two Hats’ Award - Paur BOARDMAN 21

Awarded to a junior who pursues intellectual experiences outside the
classroom, takes risks to pursue his or her interests and demonstrates
kindness towards peers and adults inside and outside the classroom.

Jerry Margolis Jazz Award - Oris Gorpon 20

Named in honor of performing arts teacher Jerry Margolis, who
taught for 36 years beginning at the Harvard School for Boys, to a
student who contributed to the jazz program during his or her time
at the school.

Frederick Douglass Diversity Award - SkyLar GRAHAM 20

Recognizes a senior for his or her focus on his or her own culture
or others based on ethnicity, religion and sexual orientation in a
creative, courageous and compassionate way through art, activism
or outreach.

Lamar Trotti Jr ’50 Award - Wren EaTon 20

Given to a senior, in memory of Lamar Trotti Jr. 50, who made
the most dramatic tranformation in his or her life and work both
inside and outside of the classroom during his or her time at
Harvard-Westlake.

David Justin Rascoff ’91 Award - GEorGe GRUBE 20

Given in memory of David Justin Rascoff ‘91 to a member of the
senior class who has always spoken his or her opinions in his or her

daily life.
Humanitas Award - Racaer BRowN 20

Honors a senior who has demonstrated service to the school, friend-
liness, consideration for others and loyalty to the community.

The school will recognize students and faculty for their
contributions during a virtual awards assembly June 4.

Cuscaden Blackwood Medal - FeLicity PHELAN 21

Given to a member of the junior class for his or her outstand-
ing contributions to the school environment and spirit. The
recipient is nominated and selected by senior class officers and
faculty members.

Standout Seniors

Bishop’s-Veritas Award- Noan AIRre 20, GRACE BURTON 20 AND
Coco KALEEL 20

George Coleman Edwards Award - MicHAEL LEHRHOFF 20

President’s Award - Sorria NuNEz 20 AND CLAY SKAGGS 20

Blanche Nelson Boyle Award - Justin Park 20
Senior Academic Awards

Each department honored a senior for an outstanding commit-
ment to or achievement in that discipline.

Computer Science - WLt Liu 20

Duocommun Award (Mathematics) - SEpastian L1 20
Chronicle - TAMMER BaGDASARIAN 20 AND LINDsaY WU 20

Vox Populi - ABBY KIRCHMEIER 20 AND ALESSANDRA MARESCA 20
English - Grace Burton 20

Visual Arts - OscAR MONTANEZ GARAY 20

Science - Coco KALEEL 20 AND CHASE VAN AMBURG 20

History - ALexaNDRA MORK 20

Performing Arts - Justin Park 20
World Language - GEorGe GRUBE 20

Debate - ALExANDRA MORK 20 AND JavA NAYAR 20

William L. Davis Award (Economics) - Davip ArRkow 20
Sandifer Creative Writing - Zok RepLicH 20

ISIR - JakoB ADLER 20

Faculty Awards

David Justin Rascoff 91 Faculty Award - ANamaria Avara,
ScorT BELLO, DAaviD FROMME, HEATHER AUDESIRK, VERONICA CHERRY,

JocELYN MEDAWAR
Created in honor of David Justin Rascoff *91, this award funds
summer sabbaticals for faculty members which the recipients can
decide how to use.

Athletics Awards

Lee Carlson Award (Athletics) - RacHEL BRowN 20 AND
PerE CROW-ARMSTRONG 20

Awarded to two members of the senior class, one male and one
female, who demonstrate excellence and dedication in athletics.

Athletic Directors’ Award - Mason Hooxks 20

Senior Prefects chosen during runoftf
elections amid campaign controversy

round.

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION OF CLEO MALONEY

PRACTICE MAKES PREFECT: Cleo Maloney 21 rebhearses her
campaign speech on Zoom before the Head Prefect Election on May 5.

By TEssa AUGSBERGER
AND SOPHIA MUSANTE

After electing Cleo Maloney
’21 and Jonathan Cosgrove 21 as
Head Prefects on May 7, students
chose their Junior and Senior
Prefects following several runoff
elections between seven senior
candidates.

Quincey Dern ’22, Jade Stan-
ford ’22, Micah Gold 22 and
Jason Thompson 22 will serve
as Junior Prefects, while Chelsea
Cho ’21, Brooke Stanford 21,
Thomas Schramm ’21 and Navid
Ghodsi ’21 will serve as Senior
Prefects next year.

During the Senior Prefect
elections, Maloney and Cho ran
against each other for the remain-
ing Head Prefect position after
Cosgrove was elected in the first

Following Maloney’s designa-
tion as Head Prefect, the admin-
istration hosted a Senior Prefect
election May 19, in which no
candidate won more than 50
percent of their peers’ votes. Cho
and Stanford were elected pre-
fects after an initial runoff elec-
tion, and Schramm was chosen
following a second. Ghodsi was
announced prefect May 22 after
a final election.

Throughout the election pro-
cess, current Head Prefects Grace
Burton "20 and Michael Lehrhoff
20 issued warnings reminding
upper school students not to
publicly promote candidates.

Burton said the anti-cam-
paigning reminders came after
students endorsed candidates on
social media.

“We wanted to stay far away
from the criticism of typical high
school student government elec-
tions, which is that it is merely a
popularity contest,” Burton said.
“The student body has done a
good job of voting for substance
in the past, and we wanted to
preserve that legacy.”

Overall, Maloney said she will
use her platform as Head Prefect
to focus on improving her peers
day-to-day experiences.

“Harvard-Westlake can feel
like a transactional experience,
[as] students go there with the in-
tent of getting into a good school
in exchange for a challenging ed-
ucation,” Maloney said. “Often
in that pursuit, we lose a sense of
community, but the reality is we
can accomplish so much more by
uplifting our fellow classmates.”
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CULTURAL CONNECTIONS: Affinity group leaders organized meetings to celebrate their cultures and discuss their shared identities with upper
school students from May 4 to 8 during Multicultural Week. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the annual event was hosted online through Zoom.

Multicultural Week celebrated over Zoom

By SARAH MITTLEMAN

The school’s annual Multi-
cultural Week took place with
10 affinity groups each receiving
a 30-minute slot during lunch
break to celebrate their cultures
May 4, all from the comfort of
their own homes.

The Zoom meetings, which
were open to all students, ranged
from relaxed conversations to in-
terviews and film marathons.

Gender and Sexuality Aware-
ness Club hosted a show-and-tell
in which students talked about

the significance of items in their
rooms, such as LGBTQ pride
flags and childhood memorabilia.
GSA leader Alexandra Du Man-
oir 21 expressed the importance
of these club meetings.

“I know not all schools have a
GSA [club], and I think ours has
a lot of reach,” Du Manoir said.
“The school does a lot of things
to promote and finance events,
reach out to other schools and
build a community. Having that
type of support from your school
when youre my age means a lot.
It means that the school is vali-

Robotics championship
canceled due to pandemic

By JuLiAN ANDREONE

Due to the spread of
COVID-19, the robotics pro-
gram was unable to send sub-
teams 62A, 62B, 62K and 62X to
the 2020 California VEX VRC
High School State Champion-
ship. Additionally, subteam 62B
could not attend the high school
division of the 2020 VEX Robot-
ics World Champion-
ship, which was slated
to be held in Texas in
April.

Throughout the year,
the robotics subteams
met for three to seven
hours every day of the
school week to hone
their craft and aimed to
win back-to-back State

year, it provided us with a lot of
fond memories.”

Robotics coach and math
teacher Andrew Theiss said that
the team was dismayed, as it was
unable to showcase its months of
dedication and preparation at the
State Championship.

Theiss expressed disappoint-
ment about the season’s abrupt
end but shed light on the
teams’ record-breaking
achievements over the
course of the year.

“One of our teams
was so highly ranked
outside of the tourna-
ment that they qualified
for the World Champi-
onship,” Theiss said.
“The bittersweet part
is that the actual State

WHITE'S

Reggie
Championships. How- Kim 21 and World Champion-
ever, this spring, the ship[s] have been can-
unforeseen circumstances pre- celed. Still, the fact that we have

sented by the virus stripped team
members of their opportunity to
display their work. Robotics team
member Reggie Kim ’21 said that
the unexpected end to his junior
year left him wondering about
what could have been a champi-
onship season.

“It is very unfortunate to have
[our season] end early, as we were
very poised for [the State Cham-
pionship] and were preparing
every day for months,” Kim said.
“Also, we missed our opportunity
to go to [the World Champion-
ship], as it was canceled, and last

four teams at the 2020 California
VEX VRC High School State
Championship, a new record,
and qualified 62B for the 2020
VEX Robotics World Champi-
onship is incredible news.”

Though Kim was disappoint-
ed that the season terminated un-
expectedly, he expressed appreci-
ation for the community within
the robotics program.

“It’s heartbreaking to see [the
season] end early,” Kim said.
“However, we are all proud of the
work we've accomplished as a ro-
botics team as a whole.”

dating your identity and making
you feel supported.”

GSA member Tali Tufeld 20
said that the visibility that the
club offers influenced her and her
peers positively when they were
younger.

“For kids who are questioning
their identity or sexuality, just
having a group like GSA on cam-
pus and knowing that there are
other kids and faculty members
they can go to and just seeing
[the GSA community] exist is re-
ally significant,” Tufeld said.

Latin American and Hispanic

Student Organization member
Sarah Rivera ’21 said that the
affinity group has made a differ-
ence in her life over quarantine
despite her inability to attend the
meetings in-person.

“I think it’s important to cel-
ebrate Multicultural Week espe-
cially now,” Rivera said. “Since
youre constantly on the internet
without interaction, it’s easy to
lose yourself and where you stand
in all this. This could be counted
as an identity crisis, so I think it’s
important to still be celebrating
who you are.”

NEews A5
Alumni
discuss

colleges

By Tanisua GUNBY

Five alumni spoke about their
educational, social and work-re-
lated experiences both during
and after college at the HW4L
Campus: College Experience on
May 26.

The panelists included Gene-
sis Aire ’19, Aliyah Daniels '14,
Carolyn Hong ’17, Assistant Di-
rector of Alumni Relations Katie
Lim ’13 and Sarah Winshel 15,
all of whom currently attend or
graduated from different univer-
sities and applied to schools for a
diverse array of majors.

Hong said that though her
college experience began smooth-
ly, her coursework steadily in-
creased after her first semester.

“I think that Harvard-West-
lake did teach me to seek help
when I needed it,” Hong said. “I
think that was really useful, be-
ing comfortable enough to go to
professors or [teaching assistants]
and ask for assistance.”

Natalie Barnouw 21 said the
event was an engaging way for
her to learn more about college
life from the perspectives of var-
ious alumni.

“It was interesting how the
panelists said that not knowing
what you want to do going into
college is totally fine, or even
switching partway through your
four years is okay,” Barnouw said.
“I liked how the panelists [said]
to take a wide variety of classes
when you're a freshman, so you
can get a taste of what you might
or might not like.”

Cum Laude Society,
Harvard-Westlake
Chapter:

Diego Mitsutaka Ahmad
David Arkow

Tammer Bagdasarian
Analea Simone Beckman
Grace Burton

John Cashel Cahill
George William Caras
Sarah Grace Damico
Benjamin Davidoff
Sophia Ekstrand

Anjee Feng

Finn Chan Gatins

Jessa Rose Glassman
George Grube

Daniel Alexander Guerrero
Guy Nathan Hartstein
Ethan Hodess

Mason Tarver Hooks

Caroline Kaleel

Seniors inducted into Cum Laude
Society, given world language awards

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the school canceled the annual induction ceremony, which celebrates
the academic achievements of outstanding members of the senior class. 57 seniors who are ranked in
the top 20 percent of their class were named to the school’s chapter of the National Cum Laude Society,
based on their grades from their sophomore, junior and senior years. Additionally, the world language
department recognized four seniors for their accomplishments in the study of foreign languages.

Matthew Takashi Khoo
Hui Nan Eunice Kiang
Sun Jae Jeanine Kim
Amelia Jane Koblentz
Talia Zipora Koch
Jenna Britney Kronenberg
Lauren Amanda Lee
Joseph Lesher-Liao
Sapir Elia Levy

Ziyue Li

William Hanbo Liu
Griffin MacDermott
Corey Marley

Monica Martell

Henry Mass

Anusha Mathur
Holden Rider McRae
Hannah Judith Mittleman
Alexandra Grace Mork
Jaya Nayar

Alexandra Margaret Poe
Landon Poon

Julien Ken-Ange Roa

Henry David Sanderson
Luke Schneider

William Hamilton Seymour
Andrew Sington

Colby Clay Skaggs

Justin Michael Spitz
Scarlett Lee Strasberg
Chase Todd Van Amburg
Lilah Kate Weisman
Philip Stuart Wong
Lindsay Wu

Sabina Yampolsky
Andrew C. Yang
Samantha Yeh

Amelie Rose Zilber

Outstanding Students
in World Languages:

Chinese: Chase Van Amburg
French: Grant Palmer

Latin: Amy Kronenberg
Spanish: Monica Martell
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Patti Snodgrass: Director of Student Financial Affairs

By SorH1A MUSANTE

Director of Student Financial
Affairs Patti Snodgrass will retire
at the conclusion of this year,
after 31 years of working at the
school.

Hired in 1989, Snodgrass was
responsible for enrollment con-
tracts and tuition billing and col-
lection, also playing a small role
in bookstore management on
both campuses. Additionally, she
managed the school’s bus service,
developing the program from just
one route to 21 routes servicing
760 students.

Snodgrass said she has enjoyed

interacting with new families

Pat McCullough: History

By TanisHA GUNBY

After teaching The World
and Europe II and United States
History classes for the past three
years, history teacher Pat Mec-
Cullough will leave the school to
pursue a career in instructional
design and educational technol-
ogy.

“This job will have me spend-
ing more time on how best to
structure learning experiences
and will also let me play with
technology in fun ways,” Mec-
Cullough said. “If 'm right, this

career will not only give me excit-

throughout the course of her ca-
reer.

“My favorite part of my job
was being able to make a differ-
ence in the lives of parents and
students,” Snodgrass said. “The
most difficult part of my job was
knowing that a family was strug-
gling financially but was always
thankful for the resources made
available by the school to be of
some help.”

In an email sent to the student
body, Interdisciplinary Studies
and Independent Research teach-
er Rob Levin commented on
Snodgrasss impact on the school
community, crediting her for pi-
oneering the bus transportation

Dave Waterhouse:

By Avrice HE

History teacher Dave Water-
house will retire after 40 years
of teaching at the Upper School.
Waterhouse started as a substitute
teacher at Harvard School, teach-
ing Advanced Placement United
States History and regular United
States History. After finishing his
doctoral dissertation, Waterhouse
decided to return to teaching.

Throughout his years at the
school, Waterhouse taught many
history courses, including AP
Comparative Government and
AP United States Government,
but he said his favorite course
has always been AP United States
History.

ILLUSTRATION BY ALEXA DRUYANOFF

ing new challenges but will also
give me more time to spend with
my family on evenings and week-
ends.”

McCullough said he has en-
joyed working with colleagues
to reimagine what classroom set-
tings could look like and is excit-
ed to see how the school changes
in the future.

“Teaching in our history de-
partment these past few years, in
the midst of global political up-
heaval, has been enlightening and
invigorating,” McCullough said.
“I have so appreciated my many
conversations with  colleagues

about how we interpret events in
the news, how they connect to
historical events and what we can
possibly do about them.”

Grace Daniels ’21 said Mc-
Cullough is passionate about
helping his students learn in a
way that will stay with them for
the remainder of their lives.

“[McCullough] is definitely
an intellectual, so much so that
you could always tell he was itch-
ing to break free from the typical
U.S. History class experience by
expanding our course material
and going into as much depth
as possible,” Daniels said. “I've

system and modernizing billing
records.

“A core member of the busi-
ness office team that carried Har-
vard-Westlake through merger
challenges and into the twen-
ty-first century, Patti has consis-
tently embodied the HW credo
that ‘good enough, isnt,” Levin
said. “We will miss her commit-
ment, creativity and can-do spir-
it.”

In retirement, Snodgrass plans
to move to Arizona, where she
will enjoy boating and spend
time with loved ones.

“I am excited to have more
time to follow my passion for
gardening and, of course, looking

forward to having more time to
spend with my husband and fam-
ily,” Snodgrass said.

Reflecting on her time at the
school, Snodgrass said she will
miss her daily interactions with
caring members of the school
community.

“A few of my most memorable
moments came from interacting
with new Harvard seventh grad-
ers,” Snodgrass said. “They were
a lot of fun to be around. To this
day I am still in contact with
many of them who now have
families of their own. Thank you
for allowing me to be amongst
some of the brightest, kindest
kids I have ever known.”

found that I've been more com-
fortable engaging in group dis-
cussions this year than I've ever
been in a history class, which I
owe to [McCullough’s] openness
to interpretation and excitement
about hearing new perspectives
rather than solely the ‘right’ an-
swer.”

Emery Genga 21 said she has
enjoyed McCullough’s unique,
discussion based teaching style.

“I am very thankful that he
has been a part of my HW jour-
ney, and I am going to miss see-
ing his friendly face around cam-
pus,” Genga said.

History

“I just know a lot of interest-
ing things about AP U.S. Histo-
ry, and I think I can make it more
interesting than anything else,”
Waterhouse said. “[These classes]
are all like my children, but my
firstborn was AP U.S. History, so
I probably have a little bias to-
wards it.”

As Waterhouse prepares for
his departure, he said he will miss
the community of students and
teachers, especially the camara-
derie within the history depart-
ment.

“The history department par-
ticularly had a very close group of
teachers who were there for a re-
ally long time,” Waterhouse said.
“Many of them [I] have become

really, really good friends with.”
Students said they were in-
spired by Waterhouse and will
miss having him as their teacher.
“He truly makes a student’s
experience one where they can
find confidence both as a student
and as a human being,” Ava Be-
navente "20 said. “He truly has
inspired me to reach for my goals
and believe in my abilities.”
After his retirement, Water-
house said he looks forward to
being a grandfather for the first
time and fulfilling his wish in
graduate school to write books.
His first books will include works
about Popular Culture and Mass
Entertainment, based on the
course he taught, as well as Los

Angeles history and mind-al-
tering substances like tobacco
and alcohol that have impacted
American history.

AP Comparative Government
student Kate Konvitz ’21 said
she feels lucky to have had Wa-
terhouse as a teacher and mentor
this past year.

“Without a doubt, he is one
of the most caring people I have
ever met, and I admire how he
loves to learn about anything and
everything, all the time,” Kon-
vitz said. “On and off the tennis
court, [Waterhouse] is a star, and
I hope more than anything we
can have a proper celebration for
his retirement as soon as time
allows.”
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Krista McClain: Science

By SaNDRrRA KORETZ

After 13 years at the school,
Upper School Scheduler, Chair
of the Upper School Faculty Ac-
ademic Committee (FAC) and
science teacher Krista McClain
will move to Seattle, Washington
with her family in late July.

Next year, McClain will con-
tinue working for the school re-
motely, mostly assisting with the
transition to the new schedule.
She will also take over duties as
the new registrar and will main-
tain her position as a co-chair of

FAC.

‘WHITE’'S

Elizabeth Bergman: History

By SARAH MITTLEMAN

History = teacher  Elizabeth
Bergman will depart from the
Upper School to continue her
career at Geffen Academy at the
UCLA next year.

Bergman joined the history
department this past fall, and
taught  Advanced Placement
United States History, United
States History and The World
and Europe II. She holds a bach-
elor's degree from Columbia
University and a doctorate from
Yale University and served as a
professor for more than 10 years
combined at Princeton Universi-

David Hinden: Sports Science and Medicine

By StoBHAN HaRMS

Director of the Institute for
Scholastic  Sports Science and
Medicine David Hinden is retir-
ing after almost 30 years at the
school. Hinden has served the
community in many different
roles, including teacher, Dean
of Faculty and coach for both
the Mock Trial and Moot Court
teams.

Hinden taught Genetics and
Biotechnology, Honors Biology,
Chemistry and Criminal Law
and Advocacy. Hinden said he
is most proud of the coursework

veloping our Sports

and the programs he developed
as well as his successes as a coach.

“Professional highlights were
creating our Genetics and Bio-
technology and Criminal Law
and Advocacy courses and de-
Science
program to the point where we

will offer a full academic sports

science course next year,” Hin-
den said. “[Another highlight
is] the bunch of Mock Trial and
Moot Court championships we
brought to [Harvard-Westlake].”

Hinden said that he has en-

joyed his time at the school, par-

ticularly because of the commu-

nity.

“The highlight of my career
was working with great kids
and colleagues and being part of
our vibrant school community,”
Hinden said. “Is been such a
pleasure to have been part of this
place and an honor to put [the
title] ‘Harvard-Westlake teacher’
after my name.”

Head of Athletics Terry Bar-
num said Hinden’s work with
the Institute for Scholastic Sports
and Medicine and his time as a
teacher has made him a tremen-
dous asset to the school.

“No one has the ability to

“I feel so happy to still be
working with Harvard-Westlake
faculty, staff and students,” Mc-
Clain said.

In addition to teaching Chem-
istry, Honors Chemistry and AP
Chemistry, McClain created Mo-
lecular Gastronomy, a popular
directed study course.

“I think [McClain] is a won-
derful teacher who makes sure
that her students understand
the material completely,” Porter
Comstock 22 said. “She makes
learning chemistry enjoyable.”

McClain will move to Wash-
ington in order to be closer to her

Harry Salamandra: Senior Alumni Officer

By Joie Znang

Senior alumni officer Harry
Salamandra will retire after 41
years at the school, 15 of which he
spent as Head of Upper School.

President Rick Commons
wrote a tribute to Salamandra
in the third digital edition of the
HW Life Magazine, reflecting on
how his leadership gave rise to
many student-led programs that
persist to this day.

“When [English teacher Joce-

lyn Medawar] and I were part of

a group of young assistant deans
back in the 1990s, we all looked

family, she said. She also plans to
work at an independent school
there.

“What I will miss most about
being in-person at Harvard-West-
lake is the connection I have had
with students over the years,”
McClain said. “I have remained
close to many students as they
continue their educations in col-
lege and now as they are adults.
The students at Harvard-West-
lake are the most valuable part
of the community, and T will
miss those daily interactions very
much.”

Cubin Molzen ’22 said that he

to Harry for direction and inspi-
ration,” Commons said. “It’s no
coincidence that under Harry’s
guidance, Harvard-Westlake cre-
ated its honor code and its Peer
Support program, both of which
rely on student agency to support
the school’s fundamental values.”

Salamandra also took over the

Molecular Gastronomy Direct-
ed Study in 2015, when science
teacher Krista McClain stopped
teaching the class to focus on ad-
ministrative duties.

Tyler Ganus 20, who took

Salamandra’s Molecular Gastron-
omy class in the first semester of

really enjoyed having McClain as
his teacher this year because she is
very engaging. He said he appre-
ciated that she was always avail-
able to help her students.

“Having [McClain] this year
was an experience where I was
able to learn so much about
chemistry in an enjoyable fash-
ion,” Molzen said. “She was defi-
nitely one of my favorite teachers
whose kindness and willingness
to help her students succeed were
greatly appreciated and valued.
We all are grateful to have had
her for the time we did, and she
will be missed next year.”

influence both the academic
and athletic divisions of Har-
vard-Westlake like Dave Hin-
den,” Barnum said. “He has truly
left his mark on Harvard-West-
lake in multiple ways.”

Hinden said he will use his re-
tirement to travel with his wife as
soon as COVID-19 restrictions
begin to ease and going overseas
becomes a viable option.

“My wife and I [would] love
to travel and live part of the year
in Italy, and we look forward to
both of these things when we can
look back on what we are all ex-
periencing now,” Hinden said.

this year, said that while many of
the dishes he made in class turned
out successfully, his most memo-
rable experience from the class
was a kitchen mishap.

“We all somehow managed to
screw up the egg whites on this
one dish,” Ganus said. “We were
beating them until they reached
stiff peaks, but we exploded the
egg whites everywhere, all over
the room. Throughout the year,
we actually made some really
yummy dishes [like] the choco-
late soufllé that has become my
family’s favorite dessert, but this
day was definitely the funniest

ty, Baruch College and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. Just
prior to beginning at the school,
Bergman taught at Stuart County
Day School in New Jersey.

Although Bergman has only
taught at the school for one year,
she said the memories she made
will remain close to her heart. She
said she will miss the students
and colleagues who made her
smile, the community’s practices
and especially the running jokes
she shared with her classes.

“In each of my classes, at
least once a week, we had a good
laugh,” Bergman said. “Cows
going home, llamas and sibling

Virginia Schroeder: Registrar

By AMELIA SCHARFF

School  registrar ~ Virginia
Schroeder will retire after 29
years at the school in order to
pursue her interests in photog-
raphy and painting, and to travel
with her husband.

“We have visited many Euro-
pean countries and traveled quite
a bit in the UK, Canada and the
U.S..” Schroeder said. “Wed like
to add to that list. Also, I have a
few creative endeavors in photog-
raphy and painting that I'd like to
pursue. And of course like every-
one else, there’s always another

rivalries are all inside jokes now.”

Bergman also recalled how
her coworkers and her students
helped her feel at home in the
new environment.

“I met some wonderful col-
leagues who quickly became
good friends,” Bergman said.
“The tradition of [the students]
saying ‘thank you’ in each class is
lovely.”

World and Europe II student
Laurel Elliott 22 said that Berg-
man’s teaching style and person-
ality encouraged her to reach new
heights within the classroom.

“Her ways of teaching have
motivated me so much more

to work hard and study for her
class,” Elliott said. “Being one
of the two girls in our class of
around 20 people, [Bergman]
has made me feel so much more
comfortable. I will always miss
her cheesy jokes, her laugh and
her enlightening teaching.”

AP U.S. History student Mia
Hutchinson 21 said Bergman
made one of the biggest impacts
on her learning.

“She taught us beyond just
the textbook but significant sto-
ries and lessons many Americans
don’t know were part of their his-
tory, and that I'll never forget,”
Hutchinson said.

and most memorable for me.”

Salamandra said that his ex-
perience at the school has taught
him the importance of actively
listening to people, both in the
classroom and in life.

“Typically on a daily basis, we
are moving very fast from one
thing onto the next, and some-
times it can be difficult to be an
active listener,” Salamandra said.
“However, the main thing I have
learned from my students is to
stop talking sometimes and just
wait and listen to what they have
to say before giving a quick
answer.”

WHITE’S

book to read.”

As a registrar, Schroeder per-
formed many organizational
tasks, such as handling data, pro-
cessing grades and comments and
attaining visas for staff.

Dean Coordinator and Assis-
tant to the Head of Upper School
Lynn Miller expressed her grati-
tude for Schroeder’s strong work
ethic and dedication in HW Life
Magazine.

“Her grasp of technology and
meticulous care has been instru-
mental in our smooth-function-
ing system,” Miller said. “Vir-
ginias professionalism, integrity,

attention to detail and organiza-
tional skills have been invaluable
to Harvard-Westlake. We extend
our warm thanks and wish her
the best in this next phase of her
life.”

Schroeder said that she will
miss the community greatly, es-
pecially the students.

“I will miss knowing every
day I am contributing to help
students pursue their education,”
Schroeder said. “Over the years,
in helping with different record
issues and other things needed
by students, it was satisfying to
know that even in a small way,

I was helping them continue
on their educational journey
through school.”

Schroeder also said she appre-
ciated the relationships she made
at the school and the liveliness of
the community.

“The people definitely were
my favorite part of working at
HW. I was privileged over the
years to work with many peo-
ple, and some of them were just
amazing,” Schroeder said. “The
students gave a level of energy
and fun that you don’t find in
every work environment. It made
for a happy atmosphere at work.”
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It’s Safe

While both campuses are closed indefinitely due to the city’s Safer at Home

r t H m Order, which began March 19, students and faculty have used the extra time
a o e at home to pursue their interests and enjoy the company of their loved ones.
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PRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION 0 VALENTINA GAXIOLA

LETTUCE BE THANKFUL: Vzlentina Gaxiola 21 prepares the plot of land in her grandparents’ backyard to
plant seeds. Gaxiola began gardening with her grandma after quarantine started as a theraputic way to release stress.
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MASK-ARADE HOUR: Cheery Chen 23, David Chen 24 and Evelyn Choi 21 hand sew 110 masks with ~EASEL UP: Continuing one of her favorite hobbies at home, Sofia
HEPA vacuum filter inserts. The masks were donated to a rehabilitation hospital infected with COVID-19. Li 22 begins a new acrylic painting of many different types of fruit.
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NO MORE DRAWBACKS: Ryan Moon 21 perfects his archery skills in bis back[yard. Before quarantine began, Moon practiced for 10 hours per week. He began learning this
craft the summer before seventh grade, and has since competed at the state, national and international levels. After the school year ends, Moon plans to dedicate more time to archery.
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TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF: Ortis Gordon 20, a bonsai enthusiast, spends time in the  PAWSOME FUN: Spanish teacher and animal lover Joaquin Fernandez-Castro poses with
sun with his bonsai, a tree that requires constant maintenance such as pruning and watering. his pets Rubito, a house cat, and Saltie, his 40-year-old Double Yellow-Headed Amazon parrot.
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PINION

ILLUSTRATION BY SYDNEY FENER

Media-ting Justice

Breonna Taylor: a black EMT who was shot
fatally after policemen investigating a narcotics
case confused her apartment with someone else’s.
Ahmaud Arbery: an unarmed black man who was
lynched by two white people solely for jogging in
their neighborhood. George Floch an innocent,
handcufé:d black man who was choked to death
by four police officers despite not resisting arrest.

These individuals represent just a fraction of the
long list of anti-black violence victims. Neverthe-
less, their stories deserve the space to be told and
understood, as they are indicative of a larger cul-
tural problem within the United States; the issue
of white supremacy represents a deeply-ingrained,
ongoing and pervasive plague for the country.

In the face of such grave injustice, the role of
the press is complicated. In a world where every
piece of information put out by the media is cast
as having a spin or political bend to it, journalists
are duty-bound to provide objective information.
However, objectivity is not always the same as
impartiality, which ensures balanced coverage of
both parties.

Of course, a news source that promotes opin-
ions rather than facts cannot be trusted to provide
accurate information. But when the full range of
facts suggests corruption and inequity, providing
that inf%rmation objectively and taking an active
stance to criticize instances of racism is a far cr
from bias—rather, it is precisely the media’s jog.

Floyd’s story, for example, presents clear ev-
idence of extrajudicial violence from authority
figures. Thus, treating the opposing viewpoints of
FFoyd’s and the police force’s supporters equally in
this case is nothing more than an implicit autho-
rization of the latter.

Simply put, pure impartiality is neither neutral
nor trutﬁfﬁl but rather a means of maintaining

the inequalities of the status quo. In instances
like these, explicit condemnation of racially-bi-
ased law enforcement provides opportunities for
journalists to promote public Weff};re, in a way
that simultaneously presents the facts and refrains
from diluting ethics.

The role o? the press in exposing governmental
misdeeds has already been accepted in such areas
as foreign policy. When the New York Times re-
leased the Pentagon Papers to highlight the flaws
of the Vietnam War, or the Associated Press re-
ported on torturing practices at Abu Ghraib, they
were serving as a necessary check on governmen-
tal corruption.

Journalists ought to view police brutality, the
broader structures of racism to which police bru-
tality is linked and other civil rights violations in
the same way: massive problems worthy of criti-
cism. They should not shy away from using their
outlets in a productive way that helps to create
awareness and positive change.

The impact of such a proactive attempt at com-
bating discriminatory violence cannot be overstat-
ed. Although appropriate reporting likely cannot
override centuries-long legacies of inequality, it
certainly can add momentum to the movements
seeking to do so.

Returning to the example of the Pentagon
Papers, the New York Times’ decision to question
the motives of the U.S. played an invaluable role
in empowering anti-war protests and culminated
in the end of the Vietnam War.

In the face of insidious manifestations of race-
based violence, journalists occupy a unique posi-
tion to highlight obvious forms of prejudice, to
maintain journalistic integrity and to provide a
megaphone for silenced voices that too often go
unheard.
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‘Thanking the opinion section

By Jessa GLassmAN

or the duration of my
F time as a Wolverine, the

opinion section has been
my home. I've taken refuge in
its presentation of unabashed
student perspectives and found
solace in its inky pages filled
with impassioned beliefs. And
now, this is the last time my
byline and awkward picture will
appear above the paragraphs I'm
so used to carefully crafting. It
would be a lie to say that doesn’t
terrify me.

Upon graduation, I know I
will reminisce about the quad’s
sunny tables and the rambunc-
tious library, but the place I will
perhaps miss most is the top of
A10. The blank space beckoned
me to share whatever I was
thinking, feeling or experienc-
ing without boundaries (except
wordcounts) each issue and
every volume, and it felt like the
keys to the kingdom. I credit the
spot where these words appear
with making me the person I
am today, and for that, I am so
grateful.

Clueless and lost as I was as
a middle schooler, I somehow
found my way to “The Spec-
trum,” where I began my ad-
venture with opinion writing by
penning the ‘Center’ section of
the political column ‘Left, Right,
Center.” Reading those piecef
now, I can tell [ was not yet
firm in my beliefs and avoided
tackling tougher questions, of
which there were plenty, consid-
ering it was the 2016 election
season. I was reserved, shy and
still finding my voice, which
is easily detectable in my early
style. Despite this, what is just
as discernible in the fragmented
sentences and basic vocabulary
that characterize these pieces is
my brewing passion for writing.

Knowing that penning edito-
rials fueled my intellectual fire, I
branched out from just provid-
ing the center point of view on
immigration and foreign policy.
Perhaps most monumentally, I
once wrote about the vital role
of journalism, not knowing that
my interest in the topic would

only grow as I became a more
outspoken and mature author
who would ultimately be shaped
by her beliefs regarding free
speech, transparency and the
power of writing.

Beginning again at the bot-
tom of the journalistic totem
pole sophomore year, I was
drawn to the opinion section,
where I blended into a group of
witty, pensive students. The idea
that Weiler would make such an
impact on me never crossed my
mind as I searched for a place
on staff in my first few days,
intimidated as ever by the senior
editors.

Rapidly, peers became friends
and the people I spent layout
weekends with became an
integral part of my high school
experience: we forged memories,
cracked jokes and even endured
struggles.

Opinion writing became
an important part of my life,
not only because I enjoyed it
or thrived on the experiences it
gave me, but because its founda-

tional
ideals
of free
expression
and criti-
cal analysis
helped mold
me into the
confident,
thoughtful and
forthright individual
I am proud to be today.

Without the experiences
these pages gave me, [ would
undoubtedly be a different
person, probably still meekly
straddling the fence in my
viewpoints like I did in middle
school. While my vocabulary has
grown and my understanding of
syntax has improved since then,
the most remarkable changes
have been in my own thought
process, boldness and outlook I
am now proud to be someone
who never backs down and has
encouraged others to do the
same through my writing.

Now, I owe this all to the
outlet I was given, the people I

met and the
fact that every challenge I
faced, no matter how hefty, was
accompanied by an even larger
burst of support and self-growth.
Now, as [ finish my last
“journal entry” in the space I
credit with constructing much
of my character, I hope that the
next student who has something
to say will courageously fill these
few inches on the page and
that they too find themselves
inspired by the magic of candid
self-expression through opinion
writing.
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ith little regard for the
“checks and balances”
principle written into

the U.S. Constitution, President
Donald Trump declared the
authority of the president “total”
on April 13. Although he reversed
his stance several weeks later, his
claim reflects an unsettling trend
among governments across the
world: using the COVID-19 pan-
demic as an opportunity to seize
extensive emergency powers and
consolidate authority. Like the
USA PATRIOT Act passed in the
wake of the 9/11 attacks, the laws
being enacted by leaders around
the globe will enable governments
to more extensively surveil their
citizens and will likely outlive
intended lifespans. In doing so,
nations blur the line between
governments duty to act in the
interest of their general populaces
while upholding individual civil
liberties. At the same time, na-
tions risk upending the precarious
balance between republican and
authoritarian governments on the
international political stage.
Certain aspects of the authori-
tarian system of governance may
seem advantageous in the midst
of this outbreak. For example, the
People’s Republic of China has
supposedly suffered fewer than
five thousand deaths by lock-
ing down its 1.4 billion citizens.
Despite accusations of Chinese
leaders underreporting the case
and mortality statistics of the
virus, China’s mandatory lock-
down appears to have been more

successful in preventing the virus’s
spread than many democratic na-
tions’ responses.

Other authoritarian-leaning
leaders around the world have
cited the “successful” Chinese
response as a reason to expand
their own powers, increasing
digital surveillance of their citizens
and using the military to silence
critics and protesters. On March
15, Kazakhstan’s senate passed a
seemingly innocuous emergency
law banning all mass gatherings.
Over the past year, civil protests
have rocked the nation, and the
new legislation underscores an
attempt to prevent citizens from
assembling peacefully during a
tumultuous time.

While centralized authority
has its benefits, authoritarian
governments often violate basic
human rights, and the spread of
this system of governance may
pull the world into an ideologi-
cal conflict as significant as the
Cold War. In a law resembling
the U.S. Sedition Act of 1918,
which silenced citizens opposed to
American involvement in World
War I, the Bolivian Plurinational
Legislative Assembly recently
cited the coronavirus outbreak
as a reason to weed out political
dissenters and crack down on
individual freedoms, according
to Human Rights Watch. During
these chaotic times, however, a
diverse array of opinions is more
valuable than ever. Leaders must
consider all possible solutions to
find the best course of action in

response to pressing issues.

Channeling Chancellor Palpa-
tine and the Galactic Senate, the
Hungarian National Assembly
declared a state of emergency and
granted Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban exclusive power to
determine its end date. Although
Orban may not be plotting to
assemble a Death Star and destroy
planets as the “Star Wars” vil-
lain did, he is almost certainly
planning to destroy any opposi-
tion to his rule. His indefinite
dictatorship-like powers point to
the fragility of democracy in these
trying times.

Thomas Hobbes, widely
regarded as one of the fathers of
modern political philosophy, once
theorized that absolute authority
is the only way to maintain stabil-
ity. As many selfishly disregard
social distancing recommenda-
tions, our democratic republic
seems divided in its response.
Still, while consolidated authority
may be tempting in this divisive
time, dictatorships, authoritarian
oligarchies or even democratically
elected presidents who overstep
their powers to enforce unity are
dangerous. Even if Hobbes is
correct, citizens around the world
must understand the oppression
they risk in extending emergency
powers to leaders without a defi-
nite expiration date. Those who
stand idly by and give power to
one person, one group, one idea,
aid in the slow demise of democ-
racy, civil liberties and human
rights around the world.

A Plea to Prefects

By JuLiaAN ANDREONE

uring the election
process, Prefect Coun-
cil candidates are not

allowed to campaign outside of
designated assemblies and webi-
nars, a necessary rule protecting
the psychological well-being of
students. Running for a posi-
tion of power is a tough task, as
one must devise an appealing
campaign to win the trust of
their peers. However, along with
campaigning comes criticism and
scrutiny. As a candidate for any
position of power, there will be
people who disapprove of one’s
candidacy and challenge their
qualification for the position.
Prefect Council is no different;
every student develops their own
opinions about each candidate
and the efforts they take to get
elected, such as their speeches,
promises and plans. Prefect
Council differs from other posi-
tions though, as the competition
is personal and encompasses
much more than a candidate’s
resume and qualifications for

the position. These candidates
are students themselves, which
means that they deal with the
high school pressures of rumors,
reputations and relationships.
Furthermore, these candidates
are also seeking validation from
their peers through the Prefect
Council elections, which makes
the process painful and demoral-
izing to the candidates who don’t
get the results they were hoping
for.

Every action we take revolves
around seeking validation for our
accomplishments. As students,
we refresh the school portal
repeatedly waiting for grades
to come out at the end of each
quarter. Anxiety and anticipation
are completely natural responses
leading up to receiving feedback
on the work we produce, as the
human brain feeds on valida-
tion from those around it. The
ventral striatum is the area of
the brain that releases chemicals
upon receiving feedback, and for
teenagers, the ventral striatum
is still developing, increasing
the importance of validation to

a teenager’s self-confidence and
psychological happiness.
Campaigning may seem
beneficial to a candidate on
their road to election, but their
optimism alters their perspective
on the upcoming results. Every
competitor enters a competi-
tion thinking they have a shot
at winning, so they believe that
campaigning is an opportunity
to grow their audience. No mat-
ter what, however, elections will
always result in few winners and
many losers. Campaigning, es-
pecially at the high school level,
endorses peer pressure and popu-
larity contests. The most socially
active and popular students will
be more energetic in campaign-
ing than the quiet but possibly
more intellectual and qualified
candidates. Students develop
an impulse to vote for the
most popular candidates as the
voters are all seeking the same
feeling that the candidates do:
validation. According to a study
conducted by psychologists at
the University of California,
Berkeley, teenagers’ lives primar-
ily revolve around acceptance
from their peers, so when they
receive negative or condescend-
ing responses, it often distorts
their confidence in their indi-
viduality and opinions. Should
campaigning be permitted,
voters would become biased to
protect themselves from rejection
from their peers, which would
leave the chances of unpopular,
more reserved students quashed.
The school should never
consider permitting campaigning
in the Prefect Council elections,
but more importantly, it should
work to understand why it is
so inappropriate to incorporate
this into an election for teenag-
ers. One would be mistaken to
assume that introducing these
developing minds to more disap-
proval from their peers would
be in any way more beneficial
to their psyche than it would be
contradictory to the fundamen-
tal values of our community’s
mission statement: happiness
and balance.
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Junior outlook: Fear of uncertainty

By ELLA MoRIARTY

was in history class March
I 11, and I had everything

planned out: I would get
my homework done at school
so that I would have time to
put the finishing touches on

through me, and I could bare-
ly process my own thoughts.
However, this proved to be
only a minor inconvenience
compared to what would

come. By fifth period, the

sad, so has everyone else’s; se-
niors are missing out on their
celebration of years of hard
work, and college freshmen
have been kicked out of their
dorms. Of course, there are

Solidarity for sophomores

months of preparation for the
SAT. I would review one last
time Thursday night, and
then use Friday to relax and
get in the right headspace.
But as we opened our
computers to take notes,

we all saw it. The SAT

was canceled.

whole room was

more serious issues: thou-
sands of people losing loved
ones and their livelihoods,
nurses and doctors placing
their lives on the line, the list
goes on and on.

However, what scares me
the most has little, if any-
thing, to do with being a ju-
nior in high school. It is that
common lack of control, that
uncertainty that everyone,
everywhere, feels.

All of our plans have been
derailed, and we have been
thrown into this new world
with no map to guide us.

That is what unsettles me:
having to watch everyone
experience a universal uncer-
tainty to which there is no
clear solution and very little
that we can control.

notification regarding Har-
vard-Westlake’s closure due
to COVID-19 began to
circulate, and I walked out of
school carrying the remainder
of my junior year in my arms.
My SAT panic was all but
forgotten, and everything
felt static and numb. And to
some extent, it still feels that
way. Everything that I had
planned out for junior year,
including spring concerts,
field hockey training, three
SAT attempts, Subject Tests,
typical AP tests and college
tours all evaporated. This
semester was supposed to lay
the foundation for my future.
Instead, that foundation was
crumbling brick by brick.
While my junior year has
been scary, disappointing and

Immediately, the

thrown into chaos as
everyone scrambled,
and frantic clicks of
keyboards and whis-
pers of “Did they
respond?” or “Is
there a makeup
date?” circled
around the
class. At the

time, panic

he email showed up in
our inboxes. A message
from President Rick

Commons. But before I could
even open it, screams of jubi-
lation and laughter erupted all
around silent study. Immedi-
ately, I knew what that email
was about. Walking down the
stairs of the library, I noticed
crowd after crowd, kids run-
ning out of classrooms and
telling their friends “school’s
over!” Just like everyone else,
I couldn’t help but laugh and
smile at that momentous news.

And here we are, almost two
months after that fateful day.
We've all grown accustomed to
the silence of our homes, the
harsh blue light of our comput-
er screens and the monotony of
yet another day stuck at home.
We've left behind our wonder-
ful campus, our sports practic-
es, our fights and hilarity with
our friends. We've left behind

meetings with our teachers,
jammed lockers, the physical
presence of our community. It’s
hard to even fathom the idea of
that “we,” the “we” who gath-
ered at assemblies, the “we”
who snuck up on one anoth-
er during Tap Out, the “we”
who collectively found first
period sign-ins annoying. And
as a sophomore at the Upper
School just beginning to get
a taste of those little, big mo-
ments, | can say we've missed
out on the start of a tradition-
al high school experience. And
yet, Harvard-Westlake comes
together. Publications still have
layout sessions, clubs still elect
students to leadership roles and
teachers still open up their of-
fices online. The spirit of pur-
suing excellence still burns
strong, and that’s something
an active shooter, a pandemic
or any other crisis can never
quench.

In such a dif-
ficult  situation,
it's important that
everyone holds dear
the value of optimism
as the world drags its
feet into a seemingly
endless pit of negativity,
of slander, of fear-monger-
ing. It’s during these kinds
of days that the value of a
helping hand shines brightly.

Optimism drives us to
help each other up. Optimism
is the enabler of hope. And
hope is what inspires solutions.
With such a profound message
in mind, the idea of tomorrow
becomes tantalizing.

By realizing what we've
lost, but also recognizing the
strength of our community, it’s
my sincerest hope that faculty,
students and staff let our con-
science be not only our guide, N

but also the vision of an even
Of 281 students polled.

better school year.

ILLUSTRATION BY TAMMER BAGDASARIAN, ALEXA DRUYANOFF AND HANNAH HAN
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o Coronavirus Together

While Studio City business owners struggle to adapt during
the coronavirus pandemic, members of the student body are

9

How are
you?

working to provide their communities with essential needs. see

By ETHAN LACHMAN

Having experienced nearly a 90
percent drop in business, Dove Rose
does not know how many clients to
expect when she opens her comput-
er for virtual wellness sessions. As a
private trainer who began teaching
classes at just 15 years old, the North
Hollywood-based owner of Dove’s
Bodies had to adapt when the threat
of coronavirus closures loomed mid-
March. She made the preemptive
decision to protect her clients” health
and conduct business remotely. Now,
she said her home studio has come to
feel quite normal.

“[Online sessions are], dare I say,
almost starting to feel routine as op-
posed to in the beginning where it
just felt very surreal and uprooted
and unsteady,” Rose said. “Now it
has a very nice grounded feeling of
what I'm offering my cli-
ents, my community, and
it’s still growing and build-
ing as people are finding
their way.”

Using Zoom software,
Rose runs private yoga, fit-
ness and life-coaching class-
es on an optional donation

Relief and Economic Security Act
(CARES) on March 27. According
to NPR, the approximately $2 tril-
lion relief plan allocates funds to dif-
ferent sectors of the economy, with
$377 billion allotted to help small
businesses. Wolfe said he received
funding through a Small Business
Administration (SBA) loan, which
he put toward his employees’ salaries.
He said he is grateful he has not had
to make any layoffs.

“Everybody is working, but they
have [fewer] hours,” Wolfe said.
“They have to live, that’s really im-
portant.”

As a private contractor, Rose is in
a unique position because she does
not have employees who rely on her.
She is also in a co-op, so she is not
solely responsible for paying build-
ing expenses. However, some of her
fellow business owners have under-
gone immense struggles,
such as having to furlough
staff or close temporarily
to prevent financial loss,

she said.

“Probably the hardest
thing is the responsibility
that [employers] feel to-
wards their staff and how

basis. Additionally, Rose ___J much they care for them
launched a project named Evelyn and not wanting them to
Dove on Demand, which Choi 21 suffer,” Rose said. “There’s

allows individuals with

busy schedules to contact her for
sessions whenever they are available.
Even in this tumultuous time, Rose
said she prioritizes the well-being of
anybody who seeks her out, not just
those who can pay.

“I'm at home, [and] I'd rather be
helping people than watching Net-
flix,” Rose said. “I'm really excited
because to be really honest, 'm also
a little lonely, and I could almost cry
a little talking about it because I'm
scared. There’s a lot of uncertainty in
my life and our home and my hus-
band’s career. So to fill this sort of
emptiness with seeing people I know
and love, and working out or medi-
tating or doing yoga, it’s a gift to me
as well. It definitely goes full circle.”

Despite Rose’s positive outlook,
small business owners in Studio
City have continued to face mount-
ing economic pressure as a result of
the quarantine. Carney’s Restaurant
owner Bill Wolfe said he saw a 60
percent decline in business due to
the mandatory stay-at-home order.
To adapt, Wolfe installed a plexiglass
barrier at the counter and transferred
business to pickup and delivery. Still,
the inevitable challenges of these ad-
justments are tangible, he said.

“Its very difficult to run the
kitchen because youre getting tab-
let orders, phone orders and people
coming in with orders,” Wolfe said.
“There’s a lot going as opposed to
people just coming in and ordering
and making their food and walking
away. Its much more difficult, but
we're getting pretty good at it.”

To provide aid for businesses na-
tionwide during the pandemic, Con-
gress passed the Coronavirus Aid,

no profit margin. They’re
barely making it themselves and
working with their landlords to assist
them in paying partial rent, so the
devastation is pretty severe.”

When moving forward, she said
owners must reflect on the nature of
their livelihoods.

“Some [businesses] may not be
coming back,” Rose said. “Some I
know have already chosen to not re-
turn. Some have already cho-
sen to transport their
business to a differ-
ent platform and
not go back to the
old way. So its
a definite time
of rebirth and
re-identifica-
tion as to what
we really want
to do in our
careers.”

While
coronavi-
rus-related
closures
have af-
fected Stu-
dio City
business
own -
ers,

the pandemic also poses health risks
to some of the community’s most vul-
nerable citizens. Evelyn Choi 21 said
awareness of these ensuing hardships
inspired her to found a mask-making
program, Operation Cover Up, with
Cheery Chen 23 and David Chen
’24. Particularly concerned with the
shortage of N95 masks, Choi said
the initiative’s main goal is to help
doctors and nurses serving on the
front lines.

“Many people, including our
family members, have looked for
masks in stores since the pandemic
started, only to find empty shelves,”
Choi said. “In addition, the media’s
coverage of many hospitals’ struggles
to acquire masks for their healthcare

Choi and her

team sew their

these masks at whatever capacity we
can,” Theiss said. “Because it is for
the greater good.”

At school, Theiss said he is able to
print a face shield headband every 12
hours using back end plastic and that
the trials of the mask-making process
are well worth the results.

“I am so glad we are making a
difference in this community,” The-
iss said. “People need personal pro-
tective equipment, and the ability
to provide that for people speaks so
deeply in my heart that I'm moved
every time I press that print button
of that old printer.”

While Choi, Theiss and Engelberg
have focused on the physical threats
of the virus, Hope Shinderman ’21

populations. At

workers gave us has concentrated
the idea to make on alleviating the
masks for those [ mental effects of
risking their lives social  distancing
to tend to others.” among  younger

masks themselves

the beginning of

the school closure,

using High 