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Best use of social media:
Reporting
@bhsbearwitness
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screenshots to see the
original posts. These are just
highlights of our social
media, for more see
@bhshearwitness on
Instagram, and Facebook
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https://www.instagram.com/bhsbearwitness/
https://www.facebook.com/bhsbearwitness

\J |
\ Our social media statement of purpose

Our goal in running our social media feed was to report each event as a

complete story. We ask our reporters to interview at least one source, and in
their caption provide the context. We also often run feature stories that
take advantage of the carousel format that Instagram provides.

We aimed for both frequency and quality in our reporting.

In the past year, we published 188 posts, a little \
more than 1 per every school day. \ \
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Goals/changes to social media reporting

e Headlines for every news story
e More creation of graphics and graphical elements to

illustrate a story, especially due to distance learning.
e Addition of information + statistics to help provide context
to every online story
e (Collaborative efforts with newsmakers, such as t
00

our College and Career specialist and a stude




Collaborations

With school shut down, we sought to amplify the voices of
students and staff who needed a platform to share tips and
stories.




ollege With Ms. Perez

YOUR NEXT STEP O bhsbearwitness YOUR NEXT STEP G [OEP— YOUR NEXT STEP ‘ bhsbearwitness .

Patricia Perez | College and Career Specialist

Patricia Perez | College and Career Specialist Patricia Perez | College and Carg

‘ bhsbearwitness This week in our

Y special collaboration with Patricia
Perez, College Career Specialist (follow
the page at @branham_ccc): The
lesson is: Don't go into debt chasing
your dream! Patricia Perez shares why

O bhsbearwitness The Bear Witness is
proud to be teaming up with College
and Career Specialist Patricia Perez to

talk about “Your Next Step,” a weekly
feature where we share questions and

Q bhsbearwitness More than 60
students at Branham currently have a
job, and they all got it via our school's
work permit program. In our weekly
collaboration with College and Career

FINDING FUNDS
FOR YOUR NEXT

MORE THAN A PAYCHECK
Breaking down the reasons why

information about life after high ici i

STEP you shouldn't hesitate to fill out the school, Have questions and i more than 60 Branham students are Specialist Patricia Perez (follow her
FAFSA, the financial aid form for 4 working hartime. @branham_ccc), we break down what
) comments? Leave them here or email g P 3 you need to do to get one, and why it

colleges. (Editor's note - apologies for
the delay - this feature will run
Mondays in the future!)

pperez@cuhsd.org. can help you with your long-term

career goals.

The basics: Work permits
What's awork permit and other
questions that you might have.

WHY MONEY IS IMPORTANT
College and Career Specialist Patricia
Perez shares her experience and
offers why you should apply!

#bhsbearwitness #collegeandcareer
Plus: Tonight at 630 p.m. s Financial
Aid Info Night, hosted by West Valley
College. The link to the Zoom meeting

Plus, Iook out for the link to next
week's Financial Aid Information

The basics: How to get a permit

The hasi(;:ﬁ(nllzge edition night! N What are some requirements is in our bio.
What's the difference between a 6% .
scholarship, a grant and a loan? [HISWEECKOVERINUTBERAS Week‘lly college visits & o5
My purpose The basics: The basics: Weekly college
Week‘I‘y college visits & and Q&A College edition  Trade school visits & calendar Learn about important deadlines,
calendar College and AA, BA.and Perez shares leam about and hear from college reps and
Learn about important deadlines, L 4 O 4 N Career Specialist ~ beyond. reasons to tant [ J Q v m learn about their campus' (] Q N4 N
and hear from college reps and ) joshing 244 2| 148%0| FOBILICH Patricia Perez Explaining the consider a trade deadlmes, and hear " P strengths.
learn about their campus' = = explains her alphabet soup school overfour- from college reps @ joshing 24t 2| 189F0| FohzLIcH - ,eshmg 24 2 190%0| FOrLICH
strengths. journey helping that s your post- year colleges. and learn about
students figure high school life. their campus’
o o out I\le after high strengths.
school. Bear Witness staff photo illustration o Canva stockillustration

YOUR HEX STEP ‘ bhsbearwitness YOUR NEXT STEP B orsvearvitness

Patricia Perez | College and Career Specialist

j Cr \
[ J( ( ) [ ‘ ’7 ( (, ) bhsbearwitness Scared of college bhsbearwitness Who are you? Can
- I¥  application season? Do brag sheets = you contribute to our school? Can you .
and letter of recommendation = write? Colleges are trying to figure W k d th LL
' COLLEGE APrs M= e worked with College
and Career Specialist Patricia Perez collaboration with College and Career
G bt AN AN s e
college application process as smoof ADVICE ON COLLEGE @ . d L
T R e and Career Counselor
on hawtomakeapplications less with input from Saul Gutierrez, Malia Miley
frightening and more enlightening and Lalry Pig from College Week.

s e smene Patricia Perez on a series

Mots g . .
e that provided advice on

What'to avoid, what to include.

Weekly college visits & calendar N Ufe beyond high SChOOL

Plus, tune in Friday at lunch as our
editors field questions with Patricia
perez for College Day. Information to
comet

Learn about important deadlines, and [ J Y
0.4 Q v m hear from college reps and learn about Q
) joshing_u24'< 2| 1640| ZOFRLICH their campus'strengths. ) joshing w24t 8 12430 FolLIct



https://www.instagram.com/p/CGGT4knpXt1/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFvJ1vCpVTx/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGSdswCp5l5/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGiM3E-patw/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CG8THLJJ3YS/

College With Ms. Perez cont.

Q bhsbearwitness eee

Q bhsbearwitness Your next step

YOUR NEXT STEP
Patricia Perez | College and Care

College and Career Center Specialist
— Patricia Perez's first career choice was

medicine, but realizing that it was not
for her, she eventually switched to We a l.SO h elped
education. She realized that what « .
linked the two was her joy in helping Pat” Cla Pe rez Sh are
people. She shares why it's okay for .
students not to be sure what their Vld eos Of CcO l_l_eg ea nd
career goals are at in high school, and
to keep on reflecting on and asking career adVice.
questions about their goals and
passions.

/A ! 305
MsERerezihere: | know a lot of you at
some|pointiinyouryverylyounglives have

> 0:02/3:06



https://www.instagram.com/p/CH0_8RnpndM/

Dining With Derek

bhsbearwitness

DINING WITH DEREK

bhsbearwitness I'm Derek Lee, and
I'm a sophomore here. Two years ago
I started my own YouTube channel
(the link s in the bio) where | cook,
bake, do restaurant reviews and much
more. | am so glad to partner up with
the Bear Witness for a weekly feature
on food and foodie culture. 1 try to
support small businesses whenever |
can.

A taste of

| ® I
Chinatown

Visiting San Francisco bakeries E
for some Lunar New Year treats - & SICHTCAE 00 | VRt s
3 Francisco’s Chinatown. The pandemic
has greatly affected its community,
and the cancellation of the Chinese
New Year celebrations there have hurt
businesses, with some saying that the
two-week-long festivities made up
nearly 30 percent of their annual
)

0 bhsbearviitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Wit the recent wave
of attacks on Asian Americans, it's

more important than ever to support
our Asian community. Based on
several suggestions on my YouTube
channel, | visited CA Bakehouse, an
Asian, family-owned business in East
an Jose. The CA Bakehouse is famous
for its Vietnamese desserts. Even
though I've passed by them multiple
times, | never had the chance to try
their desserts since there is always
such a long line.

DINING WITH DEREK

Spill the Tea

Making DIY tea with
Oakland Tea (io.

w4

Exploring some
Vietnamese delicacies

In solidarity with the Asian
community, the bakery this Sunday
will be donating 20% of its proceeds
toward the American Civil Liberties
Union as well as nonprofit groups

Qv W
) joshing_u24 2 219%0|

C
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‘ bhsbearwitness

G bhsbearwitness This past week was

Multicultural Week at Branham, so |

decided to show my school spirit by
supporting local restaurants.

They have all been struggling with
business. The store owner of Kandoo
Cafe has left some shelves bare, which
used to be full with desserts. With the
county moving into the red tier
allowing for limited indoor dining,
hopefully business will pick up.

I decided to check out these
businesses after Branham's ASB
shared a story last week about its
collaboration with local eateries. |
thought it would be a great way to
show my appreciation for them.

Qv W

@ joshing_u24'l 2| 281F0| FofzrLich

G bhsbearvitness E

G bhsbearwitness Pegay Kong is a

Chinese-American mom, chef and
entrepreneur who owns and operates
the Polaris Cafe in Emeryville. Since
December, she has run Oakland Tea
Co, a tea kit business known for its
organic teas, which | learned about
after stumbling upon one of their
Instagram stories.

In light of the increasing attacks on
Asian Americans, Kong in March
donated 100% of the proceeds from
her Thai Green Tea, her bestselling
item, to the racial justice group Stop
AAPI Hate (the link is in our bio).

The pandemic has been a struggle
and a silver lining for Kong, who was

) joshing_uz44 @ 21250 ForILct

W

Additionally, we
partnered with
sophomore foodie
Derek Lee, who
shared thoughts
on ethnic food and
culture.


https://www.instagram.com/p/CMNCdsgpy-f/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMf1deyJNHV/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CM5JNhSp8qy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CNdmTnrJNnZ/

Localizing hard news

Social media can be used for more than just light topics. We used
our social media to cover serious issues such as the Washington
D.C. Riot, the death of a teacher, and return of sports which were
all lightning rods for student and community engagement.




Washington D.C. Riot

FABOY AT

S
-‘;‘

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Like millions of
others, sophomore Jacob Gipstein
watched in horror at the
unprecedented violent takeover of the
Capitol last Wednesday that left at
least five dead.

“It felt so surreal that this was
happening to our nation,” he said,
“and it wasn't some other country that
| was watching.”

He couldn't take his mind off of the
incident, and neither could his
teachers.

Gipstein logged on to his first period
chemistry Zoom class, which spent
much of the period having students

Q bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness From disappointed to
shocked, students from all political
spectrums were nearly unanimous in
their objection to last week's
insurrection in Washington, D.C.

Sophomore Gabriel Soud, who
supports President Donald Trump, was
appalled by his supporters actions,
and was disappointed by how the
president responded to the crisis that
left five dead, including a police
officer, and dozens injured. (Trump,
one week later, released a video
condemning violence among his
supporters).

“President Trump needed to go up to
D.C and shut it down as soon as it got

- ° Qv N
Flndlng teachal)le mOInentS @ Liked by joshing_u24 and 213 others

JANUARY 12

after last week's Capitol riot [y

. o »Qv N
Students upset at D.C. riots, Rt

JANUARY 15

see racial double standard — [FEy_—G—_Gu

In the week following the D.C. riots, we sought student and teacher opinions about their approach to
teaching and experiencing the events.


https://www.instagram.com/p/CJ81SWjpqZS/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKEjEs9pqmM/

Return to School + negative Comments

G bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness In the two weeks
since three dozen high school
athletes, parents and supporters
gathered outside Branham calling for
sports to reopen, momentum may be
shifting their way.

This week, the Blossom Valley Athletic
League has proposed two truncated
seasons, with sports returning
depending on the colored tier that the
county is in. Their planned opening in
February is based on guidance from
the California Interscholastic
Federation.

e

», /1 =
V/ SPORTS UPDATE -

T, R ]

Athletes, parents step up
calls for sports to return

bhsbearwitness

|, bhsbearwitness In light of our recent

story, which received an extraordinary
amount of attention, we are seeking
to clarify our intentions in turning off
the comments. We welcome your
input, but in the pursuit of civil
discourse, we will not stand for
personal attacks on readers and on
our staff.

205
mia.a,janosik Thank you to the o

Bear Witness staff for all of your
hard work @

Despite the phased-in plan, a growing 20F Zope 347 Y297

chorus is pressuring Gov. Gavin 7))
Newsom to open up all sports, not EDITORS NOTE \
— . > just those that are low-contact such as {
cross country.

t sandy13.1 Great job Bear Witness )

Qv W

™ joshing_u24'd @] 3647 0| ZOFBtLICH

This week a aroun of 58 nhvsicians

L 2 N

M joshing_u24's) | 491F0| ZofetL|ct

Regarding our decision
to restrict comments

Athletes, parents step up
calls for sports to return

© =227

This post in particular sparked a rush of debate, and vitriol - More than 2,000 comments before it was
shut down. A sign that the Bear Witness served a good focal point for student and community voices.

We issued a rare editors note encouraging a civil debate.
11


https://www.instagram.com/p/CKuWTeKpSRv/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKzVYQdJQRt/

Mental Health

"There has been an increase in mental health problems
in distanced learning. It's a big shift from our normal
routines." — Michelle Ho, SSAC board member

L)
L]

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Note: You can apply
for the CUHSD Superintendent-
Student Advisory Council using the
link in our bio.

One year into the pandemic, distance
learning is often cited the main
contributor to the declining mental
health of students. The
Superintendent-Student Advisory
Council is a prominent voice in
addressing that.

The group, made of two or three
members from each school in the
district and joined by Superintendent
Dr. Robert Bravo and school board
members, is hoping to launch an
online tip line for students to share

STUDENT SERVICES

Proposal for an anonymous tip line for mental
health issues
After r

on for tip line to remain

ous for student

Applicants sought for
student advisory group
The SSAC is looking for
students who will meet with
the the Superintendent Dr.
Robert Bravo and school
board members. Positions
that are open include.

- Two seats for district-level

®
®

bhsbearwitness .

bhsbearwitness Note: You can apply
for the CUHSD Superintendent-
Student Advisory Council using the
link in our bio.

One year into the pandemic, distance
learning is often cited the main
contributor to the declining mental
health of students. The
Superintendent-Student Advisory
Council is a prominent voice in
addressing that.

The group, made of two or three
members from each school in the
district and joined by Superintendent
Dr. Robert Bravo and school board
members, is hoping to launch an
online tip line for students to share

their struggles while distance learning. ‘ . Gl student board members their struggles while distance learning.
R i y 1 QY [N EE Allof the peoplg involved from differen‘F -mT;::t::rgh(;fe ::(e!?[sscg(:;ol, QY N
StUClent gr()l,l[:) l]aS Cl]StI‘]Ct S ? gjjshing‘u24Ld 2| 15150| Zofet|ct ?rcrlr;?())l\? :;:\:tthltt)k:)ik:ed?:trgfcef:a:dotfhtsl;l:\eg b iL(|)r'1km application in our ? jZShinQJZMaI o 1510] ZopstLicH
car on mental health issues  |FE—_ prinew i e © o

Michelle Ho, sophomore member of SSAC  Screen grab from CUHSD-SSAC

We interviewed students and staff about a new advisory council concerned with mental health during the pandemic.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CNA14MYprQU/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CNA14MYprQU/

Honoring those who
passed away




Death of a teacher

REMEMBERING DIETRICH LEI

The prankster
who laughed

A . with his student®

Students remember their freshman English
teacher, who passed away suddenly on Thursday

Q bhsbearwitness

as a jokester and prankster, but also a
dedicated instructor who cared for
them. Some had expected to see him
Friday morning and hear him
complain about Canvas, the new
online instructional portal rolled out
during distance learning.

Lei passed away Thursday, leaving
behind a campus where he has taught
for 20 years in shock and mourning
his sudden departure.

A vigil is expected to take place
Tuesday evening, with details
pending.

Lei was known as an advocate for
freshmen, having organized the
annual college visits for the class. As a

tasrharc 1ininn ranracantativa ha

Qv W

REMEMBERING DIETRICH LEI

Natalie

Iden, sophomore

he always
inh

bhsbearwitness

as a jokester and prankster, but also a
dedicated instructor who cared for
them. Some had expected to see him
Friday morning and hear him
complain about Canvas, the new
online instructional portal rolled out
during distance learning.

Lei passed away Thursday, leaving
behind a campus where he has taught
for 20 years in shock and mourning
his sudden departure.

A vigil is expected to take place
Tuesday evening, with details
pending.

Lei was known as an advocate for
freshmen, having organized the
annual college visits for the class. As a

tasrhare iininn ranracantativa ha

Qv W
@ abbeynrhodes’! 2| 1,059F0| ZoteiL|ct

20204 108 112

@ abbeynrhodess! 21 1,059B0| ZotgtLct ble to make

1 108 12 i o0 many thing

put in every day to better our lives never went unnoticed."
Lily Pierce, sophomore . @ EER=vI

20:

© w2991

We sought student and staff perspectives after the death of a beloved teacher. Students honored and shared
memories with him. This particular post had our highest engagement, with more than 1,000 likes and

hundreds 400 shared.
14


https://www.instagram.com/p/CGNBjmTp03A/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGNBjmTp03A/

Tributes to Dietrich Lei

Q bhsbearwitness
Doerr Park.

(1] By 0L g h,
REMEMBERING DIETRICH LEI B [}I ; 0 ((;d" o

; e
) bhsbearwitness o

on,

G bhsbearwitness

Vigil for Dietrich Lei
scheduled this afternoon

bhsbearwitness A vigil for freshman
English teacher Dietrich Lei will take
place at Doerr Park at 5 p.m. The
event, organized by seniors Taiga
Yamaguchi and Josiah Dumo, will be
social distanced, with a capacity of
200 people. Students and teachers
aren invited to share stories and
memories of Lei, who passed away
Thursday.

A Facebook Live has also been set up
to record the event (you can connect
through it in our bio),

Yamaguchi said it has been difficult to
acquire audio and visual for the event

&

bhsbearwitness At Dietrich Lei's
celebration of life attended by dozens
of students, staff and family, his wife
Nadezhda said the times that the
normally law-abiding Lei broke the
rules were what she loved about him.

His vife of 10 years said that he would
ride without a helmet during one of
their first trips to the Indonesian
island Bali. Another time, he admitted
10 being caught by police smoking in
an airport.

“We have a saying in Russian,
‘Sometimes you just have to break the
rules," " she said.

bhsbearwitness For its last major wish
of the Winter Wishes season, ASB
leaders and the PTSA on Friday
unveiled a bench dedicated to former
teacher Dietrich Lei, who passed away
in October after 20 years teaching at
Branham.

The bench, installed outside his
former dlassroom, sought to honor Lei
and his impact on students

Teachers and students remember him
for his pranks, his good humor and his
advocacy on behalf of the teachers as
2 union representative.

from the district, which has to adhere
to strict COVID guidelines.

“Dietrich was a fixture at Branham,”
said English teacher Nancy Freschi,

' vav R
) joshing_u24+! 2| 481B0| ZORLITH (le(ll()ate cl tO }) elo ’ ﬂ,:sn.ng,uzag 2| 386%0| FoterLict
teacher honors his legacy

tl
Heartfel@eulogies at :
and will be available via Facebook Live Qv N \ Ellglih’h teacher's \]gll Qv A y

joshing_u24 = 2| 424B0| £0rLICH

Teachers and students recalled his dry G o S

Event at Doerr Park takes place at 5 p.

Students, staffland.family celebrate Dietrich.Lei's
- life and share stories of his'humor and humanity

We covered the passing of beloved English teacher Dietrich Lei and the ceremonies held in
his honor.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CGTABJzJyBs/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGaulhjp_cW/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKckPDZJpUQ/

Dia de los Muertos Altar

: ]

bhsbearwitness DIA DE LOS MUERTOS G‘ bhsbearwitness
Branham High School Branham High School

{ Photo: Indicates who the altar is
Creating the ofrenda (altar) ey

In preparation for the holiday, then ' fr the prson's ancestors.

O; bhsbearwitness Senior Mia Estrada an ofrenda (offering) is made. O‘ bhsbearwitness Senior Mia Estrada
Lara’s contribution for the Dia de los These are collections of Ob]é([ﬁ P Lara’s contribution for the Dia de los
Muertos altar at Branham was a photo 5 =S .
of her late grandfather, Donato Lara, that honor the deceased. thealtar and backto Heaven.. : . o8 of her late grandfather, Donato Lara,
who passed away two years ago from = ’ ¥ & who passed away two years ago from
a car accident. a car accident.

The Mexican holiday, which combines
the Catholic holiday All Saints Day and
All Souls Day with Aztec traditions,
begins today and lasts through

All Souls Day with Aztec traditions,
begins today and lasts through

tomorrow. At Branham, members of o - sand tomorrow. At Branham, members of
the Latinx Student Union and the Papel picado: Represents the the Latinx Student Union and the
Multicultural Club decorated the altar STt Tocthe ey they Multicultural Club decorated the altar

Wednesday, with contributions of Glass ".'m"o;""'h’;“l‘:g‘:; Wednesday, with contributions of

loved ones who have passed away. ;"l:npf“hwflﬁm'swiu loved ones who have passed away.
Because of the school closure, Because of the school closure,
students worked in small cohorts at , students worked in small cohorts at
specific time intervals. Marigolds: The smell B ( Tt . e specific time intervals.

and colors of the flower
leads the spirits to the

altar.

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS Qv N . S Qv

the sweetness of death.

/ : : joshing_u242 2| 245F0| ZOrfL|Ct Favorite objects: The de- Food: Afeastaidoutfor Jif Namesaf deceasedrewri- M joshing_u24 s 2| 245F0| ZotEtL|Ct
Altar honors loved ones passed [ P < ] .
o)
5 . : T with images
2'SU seeks public contriputions for cultural tradition [NGEEEI=EE from Freepik B ' ; ©@ w29

A story on the altar set up by the Latino Student Union, explaining the holiday and its meaning.
We also shared the experiences of the club president.

faith. The flame quides the spirits to J Yo Muertos altar at Branham was a photo

The Mexican holiday, which combines
the Catholic holiday All Saints Day and

N
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CHDp5typRmg/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CHDp5typRmg/

Passing of a student’s parent

MEMORIAL

Student mourns dad's sudden passing

Henry Joo-Perez, the father of Lucas Joo-Perez, passed
away suddenly Aug 13. HIS children are seeking help

Photos courtesy Lucas Joo-Perez

Qv
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Junior Lucas Joo-
Perez is seeking the Branham
community’s help after the sudden
passing of his father Henry in August.
Lucas and his older brother, Eligh,
who graduated in 2019, have set up a
GoFundMe to pay for funeral
expenses as well as providing financial
help for the two siblings. They are
close to their $25,000 goal (please
view the link in our bio).

Though Lucas and his brother are now
living with family in San Bruno, he is
still attending distance learning
classes. Their mother Priscilla passed
away in 2013.

On Aug. 13, Henry was found

Remembering Henry Joo-Perez

0 TEAM FUNDRAISER
Loo Lucas Joo-Perez and Eligh Joo-Perez are organizing this fundraiser on behalf
of Eligh Joo-Perez.

A GoFundMe page was created by Lucas and his brother Eligh to pay for

funeral expenses and the siblings' living costs. Their goal s to reach $25,000.

Qv
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bhsbearwitness Junior Lucas Joo-
Perez is seeking the Branham
community’s help after the sudden
passing of his father Henry in August.
Lucas and his older brother, Eligh,
who graduated in 2019, have set up a
GoFundMe to pay for funeral
expenses as well as providing financial
help for the two siblings. They are
close to their $25,000 goal (please
view the link in our bio).

Though Lucas and his brother are now
living with family in San Bruno, he is
still attending distance learning
classes. Their mother Priscilla passed
away in 2013.

On Aug. 13, Henry was found

@Joshmg u24'd 9| 411BO| SorALct

N

When a Branham student’s dad passed away suddenly, we shared his memories of his dad his family’s
fundraising efforts on behalf of his children.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CFHo19yJb5t/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFHo19yJb5t/

Tree planting in memory of those who died

; ’ f
</l Maria Medina thanks Branham staff before the
/I tree planting ceremony honoring her son, Rylen
Antone Medina, who passed away in October.
EL

SCHOOL MEMORIAL
Tree planted as tribute to
those who died in past year

Qv AR

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness At a small ceremony
Friday afternoon, Branham staff and
friends helped plant a tree in
remembrance of staff and students
the school lost over the past school
year.

The idea came from Maria Medina,
who had wanted to pay tribute to her
son, sophomore Rylen Antone
Medina, who passed away in
September. She approached Principal
Cheryl Lawton about a small memorial
not just for Rylen, but for anyone
whom the Branham community
wanted to remember.

“It's a small way for us to honor any
loved one we've lost during this

) joshing_u24'd 9| 424F0| SofEHL|ct

SCHOOL MEMORIAL

‘ ‘ It's a small way for us to honor any loved one that we've lost

during this difficult year."
Principal Cheryl Lawton

L

\ |uiiﬁi M\L

Social science (echer]oh Salberg shovels dirt onto the irepe
myrtle tree during the Friday service.

®
Dietrich Lei ‘

1973-2020

Lei taught freshman
English for 20 years,
and as a union rep
supported teachers.

David Hunter
1988-2021

The math teacher
taught at Branham
for three years.

Rylen Medina
Antone
2005-2020
Rylen was a
sophomore and
remembered for

being a jokester. @

praj

Qv
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bhsbearwitness At a small ceremony
Friday afternoon, Branham staff and
friends helped plant a tree in
remembrance of staff and students
the school lost over the past school
year.

The idea came from Maria Medina,
who had wanted to pay tribute to her
son, sophomore Rylen Antone
Medina, who passed away in
September. She approached Principal
Cheryl Lawton about a small memorial
not just for Rylen, but for anyone
whom the Branham community
wanted to remember.

“It's a small way for us to honor any
loved one we've lost during this

N

nuy

With the deaths of three members of the Branham community during the school year, the Bear Witness

covered a tree-planting ceremony in their honor.


https://www.instagram.com/p/COtNWr5hB9x/
https://www.instagram.com/p/COtNWr5hB9x/
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Covering national events

We aimed to localize national issues by talking to our staff and
students, including the anniversary of 9/11, Super Bowl, and
Kamala Harris.

\ \



Covering AAPI hate crimes

O bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Sunday's rally
addressing recent hate crimes against
the Asian community at Branham Park
drew a small crowd, but the message
resonated with Alexander Zarris

‘ bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness The Branham
community is invited to attend a
Sunday afternoon rally at Branham
Park to share their experiences in

support of the Asian American and .
Pacific Islander community in the area. Th e B ea r W Itn eS S
Sophomore Jayden Kim, a fellow

intern for Rishi Kumar, a Saratoga city

councilmember who is organizing the .

oy s mporin:for i o shared stories about
finally speak up about the past abuses

that e A Anercan communty

has faced.

how the Branham

i . = ” always being treated poorly- but a lot
ar and her wi an and ; ) 3 of us didn't speak out,” he said. I

The latest statistics from Stop AAPI it = decided to help put together the rally H
B . amomse voo . community responded

Asian allies seek help to fight JEEEEESEEEEIN Asian anti-hate rally planned KISt to the stretch of hate

anti-AAPI discrimination o -

The West Valley College sophomore
and former Branham student told the
group of nearly two dozen attendees
that many white people like him
haven't been taking minority issues
seriously.

"White people in this country don't
take minority issues serious,” he said.
They're on the wrong side of history
and they need to stop.

Sunday at Branham Park — [fS

crimes against people of
‘ bhsbearwitness
‘ bhsbearwitness With the spread of

Asian heritage,
including rallies, student

Americans and Pacific Islanders have
become targets for hate crimes.

reactions and statistics.

six women of Asian descent in
Georgia, and attacks on the elderly
population in major cities such as San
Francisco and New York have revived
long-buried feelings of normalized
racism among students.

@ orsvearvitness

O bhsbearwitness The San Jose
Rotunda on Sunday hosted two rallies

that sought to show the long-
simmering frustration and grief of the
Asian American community in the
wake of the murders of eight people,
including six Asian women, in Atlanta
earler this week

Speakers drew parallels between the
current activism for Asian Americans
to last summer's resurgent Black Lives
Matter movement, saying that the
murders of the massage employees
are a tragic catalyst to the recent rise
in anti-Asian hate crimes, which the
CSU's Center for the Study of Hate

In an online Bear Witness poll of 114
readers, nearly 20% said that they
have experienced or witnessed anti
Asian prejudice at Branham, such as

Qv A

e ki -~
- ANTI-ASIAN SENTIMENT . Q V m \\
'Six Asian women had to die [laterEEriE e . : e
DIX AS ° i In their eyes: RELGIRNINENY oo cass szum e

for our community to see us staff share $tories of racism [
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Remembering 9/11

19 YEARS LATER

Memories of
9/11 still fresh
for teachers

JTeachers, most @whom wete in school, recall the

B tension and un@ertainty fré’n 2001 terror attack

===

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Teachers will forever
remember what they were doing and
what they felt when they first Sept. 11,
2001 attacks on New York City and the
Pentagon, the single greatest non-
state terrorist act in human history
that killed nearly 3,000 people. The
Bear Witness has compiled interviews
from the past few years of their
accounts, along with the front pages
of major newspapers sharing the
terrible news the following day.

Note: This has been updated to add
the word "non-state” to terror attacks,
meaning that no government entity
has admitted to being directly
involved in the attacks.

Qv n

@ joshing_u24'd 9| 246F0| EOFEHL|Ch

YEARS LAT!

SPECIAL EDITION

R Che Roaminer, |8 66

Ever since then the idea of
' terrorism became really
° relevant to me. It was the

first time that I really
became interested in
government and politics ...
just because of how big ¢
an event it was."

Mike Espinoza

English teacher

14

it
[ A CHANGED AMERIC,

San Francisco Examiner (now defunct)

We covered about the memories 7 teachers recalls their own experience of 9/11.

L)
L)
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bhsbearwitness .

bhsbearwitness Teachers will forever
remember what they were doing and
what they felt when they first Sept. 11,
2001 attacks on New York City and the
Pentagon, the single greatest non-
state terrorist act in human history
that killed nearly 3,000 people. The
Bear Witness has compiled interviews
from the past few years of their
accounts, along with the front pages
of major newspapers sharing the
terrible news the following day.

Note: This has been updated to add
the word “non-state” to terror attacks,
meaning that no government entity
has admitted to being directly
involved in the attacks.

M joshing u24' 9| 246F0| ZOFtLICH
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Honoring RGB

RUTH BADER GINSBERG | 1933-2020 ‘ ety SO

San Jose honors

Notorious RGB'
At vigil, Ginsburg hailed
as a fighter for injustice

‘« bhsb San Jose resi and

' officials on Saturday paid respects to
Ruth Bader Ginsburg at a vigil outside the
Billy de Frank LGBTQ+ Community
Center near downtown San Jose.

The liberal Ginsburg wrote strong
opinions supporting gender equality, civil
rights, including those supporting
women's education, disability programs
o and voter discrimination.

At the vigil, Santa Clara County
supervisor Susan Ellenberg praised
Ginsburg and her goals to embrace
“equity for all" while others encouraged
attendees to carry on her spirit of social
justice.

oQv N
@ Liked by akshar319 and 199 others

SEPTEMBER 20,2020

@ Add a comment

10t just because of her
0 raced justice

but because of tt
and equity for all."
Susan Ellenberg, Santa Glara County supervisor

way sne

RUTH BADER GINSBERG | 1833-2020

Trump expected to pick a
woman to fill Ginshurg's seat
President Donald Trump is set this week
to announce his nomination for a
Supreme Court justice to fill the vacancy
left by Ginsburg. He said that they will
most likely be a woman.

O R R

Americans who prefer

62cy presidential winner to
pick the next Supreme
Court Justice.

Source; Ipsos/Reuters

Supreme Court controversy

In 2016, Senate Majority leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) prevented a senate
vote on President Barack Obama's
nomination of Merrick Garland to the
Supreme Court, saying that voters in an
election year should decide who should
be on the bench.

Following Ginsburg's death, Democrats,

and some Senate Republicans, are urging
that McConnell follow the precedence
that he had set.

There is nothing in the Constitution that
prevents a Supreme Court justice seat
from being filled, regardless how close
itis to the election.

bhsbearwitness
Billy DeFrank LGBTQ Community Center

bhsbearwitness San Jose residents and
officials on Saturday paid respects to
Ruth Bader Ginsburg at a vigil outside the
Billy de Frank LGBTQ+ Community
Center near downtown San Jose.

The liberal Ginsburg wrote strong
opinions supporting gender equality, civil
rights, including those supporting
women'’s education, disability programs
and voter discrimination.

At the vigil, Santa Clara County
supervisor Susan Ellenberg praised
Ginsburg and her goals to embrace
“equity for all while others encouraged
attendees to carry on her spirit of social
justice.

oQv W

. Liked by akshar319 and 199 others

SEPTEMBER 20,2020

@ Add a comment

We covered a vigil remembering the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg who passed away last September.
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I I\'anllu Harr

South Asian, the Democrati¢
vice presidential pick straddles cultural divide
Kathy Fang/H

ala Harris

bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness The ascendance of Sen
Kamala Harris o the top of the
Democratic White House ticket s viewed
with a mix of pride and ambivalence
among students and staff at Branham.
] Harris, of Jamaican and Indian descent,
- | has deep roots in the Bay Area, gaining
national attention as District Attorney in
San Francisco, the state$s attorney
general,and then as a senator for the
A statein 2016,
‘Though some are divided over her
politicalrecord, she might bring Indian
American voters out. A Washington Post
survey showed that, on average, Asian
American voters were measurably more
likely to turn out f their district had a
candidate of any Asian American
background on the ballot

ttorney. To
profling, she

KAMALAHARRIS.ORG

| @ Liked by akshar319 and 199 others

ELECTION & 2020

Representation
2019, there are 17 representatives and 3 senators of

nerican de: e n P

f 2019, there ar

currentl,

Criticism over VP choice
Harris' VP nomination has been criticized as "token" pick. Before announcing his
ocratic presidential nominee Joe Biden said that his running mate

female. Sophomore Arjun Mitthas skeptical of the cho

cultural bacl ind, and
ecord in politics. ... I just feel lik s
a Blac 1 Indian-American
ers
Arjun Mittha, sophomore

em racial

@ thsbeanviness

| ELECTION 2020 |

Facts about Kamala Harris

rn in Oakland, Calif
Mother from Tamil Nadu, India; father from Jamaic
IC Hastings

rom Howards University and 0. fror

2016

been criticize
intervening in killing;
by polce offcers

bhsbearwitness The ascendance of Sen
Kamala Harris o the top of the
Democratic White House ticket is viewed
with a mix of pride and ambivalence
among students and staff at Branham.
Harris, of Jamaican and Indian descent,
has deep roots inthe Bay Area, gaining
national attention as District Attorney in
San Francisco, the state5s attorney
general, and then as a senator for the
statein 2016

Though some are divided over her
political record, shemight bring Indian
American voters out. A Washington Post
survey showed that, on average, Asian
American voters were measurably more
likelyto turn out i theirdistrct had a
candidate of any Asian American
background on the balot.
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@ Lkedby akshara19 and 199 others

@ bhsearvitness
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bhsbearwitness The ascendance of Sen.

among students and staff at Branham
Harris, of Jamaican and Indian descent,
has deep roots in the Bay Area, gaining
national attention as District Attorney in
San Francisco, the state's attorney
general, and then as a senator for the
statein 2016,

Though some are divided over her
polticalrecord, she might bring Indian
American voters out. A Washington Post
survey showed that, on average, Asian
American voters were measurably more
likelyto turn out iftheir district had a
candidate of any Asian American
background on the ballot.

ter Ahjali, each of

meone that can

the end of lay

the best choice

(Biden)

Joyce Davis, school counselor

A

ELECTION % 2020

Screen grab from Kamala Harri

eally something that you haver
omebody who is running for such a high
this kind of identity. She was born ir
ents are immigrar

in the Bay Area, it
Isha Chander, junior,

@ thbearviness

bhsbearwitness The ascendance of Sen
Kamala Harris o thetop of the
Democratic White House ticket is viewed
with a mix of pride and ambivalence
among students and staff at Branham
Harris, of Jamaican and Indian descent,
has deep roots i the Bay Area, gaining
national attention as District Attorney in
San Francisco, the stateS attorney
general, and then as a senator for the
statein 2016,

Though some are divided over her
political record, shemight bring Indian
American voters out. A Washington Post
survey showed that, on average, Asian
American voters were measurably more
likelyto turn out i their distrct had a
candidate of any Asian American
background on the ballot.
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The ascendance of Sen
Kamala Harris o the top of the
Democratic White House ticket is viewed
with a mix of pride and ambivalence
among students and staff at Branham.
Harris, of Jamaican and Indian descent,
has deep roots inthe Bay Area, gaining
national attention as District Attorney in
San Francisco, the state’s attomey
general, and then as a senator for the
statein 2016,

Though some are divided over her
political record, shemight bring Indian
American voters out. A Washington Post
survey showed that, on average, Asian
American voters were measurably more
likelyto turn out i theirdistrct had a
candidate of any Asian American
background on the balot.

oQv W
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We interviewed students and staff about their opinions of Kamala Harris and how they feel she represents them.
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Super Bowl LV

Q\/E

of the game (but also the ads and halftime show)

bhsbearwitness

SUPER BOWL LV

bhsbearwitness Junior Taylor Boehner is
rooting for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to
win Super Bowl 55, not because she likes
theteam, but because there'll be
consequence otherwise.

“My (club volleyball) coach said if they
lose, we are running at practice on
Tuesday," she said.

As millions of Americans are gathering to
watch today's Super Bowl match
between the Buccaneers and the Kansas
City Chiefs (hopefully socially distanced),
the game may be just an afterthought.

Millions of dollars are being spent on
commercials and the halftime show, with
30 seconds of ad space costing $5.5

SUPER BOWL LV

District urges safety amid Super Bowl celebrations

est tools to limit e f irus.”
°Dr Robert Bravo, d|>mct superintendent in an email

T Q
Most will watch the big game, [
but not for the same reasons Feym-

. Rlanjackson sophomore

We surveyed students about their reasons for watching the Super Bowl and shared
reminders from the district and CDC about how to stay safe while watching the big game.
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2020 Election

Coverage on the presidential election and the district alumni
election, along with school ASB election.




Alumnus runs for school board

ﬁ bhsbearwitness ELECTION %2020 j i ) m bhsbearwitness

m bhsbearwitness Promising to bring a
voice to underprivileged students in
the district, Branham alumnus Basil
Saleh on Saturday kicked off his

m bhsbearwitness On Oct. 20, district
school board candidate Basil Saleh

received a text message in response
to a canvassing text previously sent by

campaign for a seat on the district's his publicity committee, asking District

school board, his second attempt in . 5 - A‘reswdents to vote for him this

two years. Saleh, who lost his bid in B f election.

2018, will run against incumbent Linda rlnglnq alrneSS b /

Goytia, who has been on the board L= @ 4 -~ “Saleh, sounds like a Muslim name,”

for the past eight years. If elected, he h bl ‘w, the text read. “No thanks, | support

will be the firs?Bla);k board member tO t e ta e % America born (sic).”

in district history. At the virtual kickoff X

event, junior Isha Chander, ASB Spirit

President and member of the . . . .

Branham-Kirk neighborhood group experlence Wlth racism and hIS

that Saleh founded, said that the

Branham alumnus’ passion for social

justice is inspiring for “young leaders

who truly understand the student

QY N
M joshing_u24 | 331F0| ot ct

Basil Saleh, who lost the district election in 2018, is i EESSEE——.

'ewm h] pItChO mjAklng‘e?S[uAltvx . . _' © %2 ewotoscourtesyofBasilSaleh ‘ @ %zw

R e

School bard candidate shares o Saleh posted the text to his Instagram
a page, blurring out the sender’s name.
In his caption, he confirmed that his
H 5 H N last name is Muslim, and that he is
plans toraise issues Of eq ulty prepared to stand up to Islamophobia
e and religious discrimination.

Qv A
M joshing_u24'd @] 213 0| ZoreiL]ct

When a former Branham student renewed his run for school board, we covered his pitch and

interviewed the candidate about his experience with racism.
26
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Presidential Election + Student Thoughts

O bhsbearwitness

O bhsbearwitness In their victory
speeches, presumptive president and

vice-president elect Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris on Saturday called for
unity among Americans after nearly
half the electorate voted for President
Donald Trump.
Trump has not yet conceded the race,
instead filing nearly a dozen lawsuits
over the vote count in very close races
such as Pennsylvania, Michigan,
Nevada and Michigan, despite not
presenting clear evidence over
election fraud.

It's good because
moderates are in
the minority. Cooper
Milrad, senior

More police reform

and climate action.

Genevieve Medina,

senior Growth and change
for the better. Zoe
Gardner, senior

Thank the Americans
that there is no more
Trump. Arian Salamat, junior

I'm Christian, and a lot

of Biden's policies go
against what | believe.
Gabriel Soud, junior

In his speech, Biden promised to be a
president for all Americans, and said
that controlling the spread of
coronavirus would be his first priority.

Qv N EECTION*ZUZO
oematehs Uncertainty and hope

for the next four years

ELECTION % 2020

"We are not enemies.

12 82

We are Americans’ -
eonee e o withohotosii e @2 g7l

Witnes

QY

@ walterrrrrrsd @1 132F0| ZorgiLct

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness As the final vote
tallies are counted, many Branham
students are striking an optimistic
tone for a future Joe Biden
administration.

In a poll of 266 respondents, some of
which included non-students, 92% of
respondents said their initial reactions
to the election news were positive.

Sophomore Jayden Kim said that
Biden's message of unity following
the race will eventually resonate with
voters after nearly half picked
President Donald Trump over the
Democratic candidate.

“I believe that that will have an effect

,
up
nt
N

N

Many students had opinions on the election of President Biden in November. We shared
updates and some of their thoughts in a number of posts covering the presidential race.
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Inauguration Recap

bhsbearwitness

_nation that isn't broken, bhsbearwitness BIDEN INAUGURATION I

only to find herself reciti
And yes far f
Fa.r from pnsnne

‘we must first put our dxfferenc
‘We lay down our arms

bhsbearwitness Amid celebrity
performances and the 46th
president’s inaugural address last
week calling for unity, Bear Witness
readers said it was 22-year-old
Amanda Gorman’s powerful poem
that stole the show.

Gorman, the youngest poet to speak
at a presidential inauguration, recited
“The Hill We Climb,” a poem she
completed in the aftermath of the
Capitol riot in early January. Speaking
before the 46th president of the
United States, and the first vice
president of Black and South Asian
descent, she sought to describe an
America with flaws but with promise.

77%

of Bear Witness readers said they watched all 23% did not

or part of the inauguration.

Nearly 40 million people watched President Joe
Biden's address on the major cable news stations
and the three big broadcast networks, more than
for former President Donald Trump's address in
2017, but fewer than for Obama's in 2009.

It made me feel relieved and
happy that we're starting a
new chapter, knowing things
will get better and hopefully
justice and peace achieved in
America. These next few
years we can overcome many
of the problems we face today,

bhsbearwitness Amid celebrity
performances and the 46th
president’s inaugural address last
week calling for unity, Bear Witness
readers said it was 22-year-old
Amanda Gorman's powerful poem
that stole the show.

Gorman, the youngest poet to speak
at a presidential inauguration, recited
“The Hill We Climb,” a poem she
completed in the aftermath of the
Capitol riot in early January. Speaking
before the 46th president of the
United States, and the first vice
president of Black and South Asian
descent, she sought to describe an
America with flaws but with promise.

QY W
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Sing t W’mmmwm, together”
Ava Lee, freshman @ C=a= i

an mauguratlon hlghhgjht .

e S=1= ] pandemic, S nment

/TED Conference

After a landmark election, the Bear Witness covered the inauguration ceremony in January,

particularly student opinions on Amanda Gorman’s poem and President Biden’s address.
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ASB Elections

Qv
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness ASB board member
elections for the 2021-2022 school
year are under way, with 11
candidates running for the Spirit and
Service executive board and 17 vying
for class leadership positions.

Polls close at 1 p.m. Friday, with
results expected to be released after.

Over the past week, candidates have

taken to social media in order to share

their platforms, future plans, and
endorsements. Some goals include
increasing connections between ASB
and clubs and increased collaboration
with the student body.

To vote, students can sign in to their

i eyt i S

ASB ELECTIONS

Candidates for Service Pr

Junior

Instagram: @aldenlister
Website: aldenlister.com

from students

o Stronger connection with students
and clubs
Collaboration of spirit and service

and ASB can brin udents in more A

budd

Qv
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bhsbearwitness .

bhsbearwitness ASB board member
elections for the 2021-2022 school
year are under way, with 11
candidates running for the Spirit and
Service executive board and 17 vying
for class leadership positions.

Polls close at 1 p.m. Friday, with
results expected to be released after.

Over the past week, candidates have
taken to social media in order to share
their platforms, future plans, and
endorsements. Some goals include
increasing connections between ASB
and clubs and increased collaboration
with the student body.

To vote, students can sign in to their

N
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COVID-19 Updates

The community was constantly updated with coronavirus
information and how it affects the school.




Classes at Home

DISTANCE LEARNING

G bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Students and staff
have mixed feelings about P.E. classes

conducted on Zoom this year. Like
last spring, the workout website
Sworkit will still be used for : e
homework, but teachers are now { ) iy Strker
implementing live class workouts over
Zoom to improve student
engagement.
The virtual workouts are just some of
the adjustments the department has
had to make this year to
accommodate distance learning
during the first semester.
With the recent wildfires and social
distancing protocols encouraging
indoor activity, exercise has been
difficult to come by. To combat this,
P.E. teachers say that they are trying

QY W
M joshing_u24'd 9] 24130 S0pEHL|Ch

P.E. teachers are adjusting to a new routine, while 2

students seem to enjoy options for exercises

.
Photo illustration compiled from Canva stock images

How is P.E. at heme working out?

oQv
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Sophomore Violeta
Lopez Cordova shows off her “bleach
Van Gogh” to her group mates
Monday as part of a remote lab that
the chemistry classes are running this
week. The traditionally in-person lab
has students determine chemical and
physical properties of everyday
objects such as bleach and hand
sanitizer. In it, students sign up to
demonstrate one of seven activities,
from tearing up paper to drawing with
a cotton swab and bleach. As they run
through the lab, students take turns
turning on their camera to
demonstrate their station activity. The
lab was simple to run, and Cordova
said it helped her get familiar with her
classmates.

q © w==

Classes now online warranted coverage from the Bear Witness, specifically classes more

designed for in-person learning like PE and chemistry.

W
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split over

|

DISTANCE LEARNING

Some prefer later
__start times, but
- others worry over
decreased

instruction time

and greater
homework load.

Sharing student opinions

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Four weeks into the
semester, we're still getting used to
online learning. Students are split on
the current distant learning bell
schedule, with its fluctuating start
times, and shorter class periods.

In an informal Bear Witness survey,
more than half support the online
learning schedule, citing the fact that
classes start at a later time.

However, others are worried that the
shortened class times mean that less
material is taught, and that it's been

an adjustment to learn entirely online.

“In a crisis like this, education is more
than important than ever,” said junior

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness As students wind
down Thanksgiving break amid record
coronavirus cases in the state, a
majority of Bear Witness readers say
that that their peers are not practicing
basic social distancing, which include
wearing a mask and not congregating
with members outside of their family
for extended periods.

The observations reflect the growing
impatience with sheltering in place
among U.S. residents, as airlines have
seen the highest travel since the
pandemic began in March, despite
calls from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention for people to
stay at home during the holidays.

0oQv N vav A

0 josting 24 2 2080 St Students think peers doing’ PR @ el 2 00801 S0tz

poor job at social distancing [

We continued our goal to be a platform for student opinions by sharing their thoughts on
pandemic guideline adherence and the new school schedule.
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School reopening status

Minimal transmission: Counties in this tier have fewer than one new case per
100,000 people daily and a coronavirus test positivity rate of less than 2%.

s in purple
nne

Substantial

have four to
000 people each day

and a coronavirus test pt

rate of more than 8%

‘ CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

emester likely to start online
as COVID-19 worsens in state

p—1

AA e S REOPENING CLASSRODMS |

Board OKs plan for limited

in-person classes by April

L)
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness District
superintendent Dr. Robert Bravo plans
to resume distance learning at the
start of the semester while providing
possible in-person support to groups
of students who have been adversely
affected by the closures, in an email to
staff this afternoon.

The announcement comes as the
county, and dozens of others in the
state, have slipped back to the purple
tier, indicating that COVID-19
infection rates have increased
dramatically. In Santa Clara County,
379 new cases were reported on
Monday alone, the third most new
cases in a single day. The daly
average has also doubled to about

District OKs plan phasing in

return of students to school

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness At its first in-person
board meeting since schools shut
down last March, the district board
unanimously approved a plan to
move high-priority students back to
the classroom in small cohorts 8 to 10
students for in-person learning,
skipping over its phase two plan of
providing just in-person tutorials.

An April 12 reopening date, after
spring break, was established to
accommodate for the complete
immunization of teachers receiving
their COVID-19 vaccinations.
Principal Cheryl Lawton has already 1 y ustodian Raul imenez Ma

introduced a plan for phase three, rooms Thursday n preparation for the

targeting specifically academically u
= i REOPENING CLASSROOMS

for all to open by end of April

Bear Wilnes

bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness The district and
teachers union representatives are
negotiating on a plan that trustees
approved Tuesday that would
eventually bring back teachers on-
campus and increase services and
activities for priority students.

The plan, which the board
unanimously approved, would start
the next school year with distance
learning and small connectivity hubs
for students on campus. If county
conditions improve, it would also
leave the door apen to make room
eventually for all teachers to be
teaching remotely on campus, while
providing more in-person support
such as tutoring, grade recovery and

Qv W
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0 bhsbearwitness The district this week
announced that it is moving ahead
with phase 4 by the end of April,
which will open schools up for all
students and families who opted for
in-person learning.

Phase 3, which will prioritize freshmen,
English learners, and students with
disabilities, begins April 12, the week
after spring break.

Principal Cheryl Lawton met with
other school principals and
Superintendent Dr. Robert Bravo on
Friday to finalize the plan, which will
be consistent among all schools.
Lawton was tasked with coming up
with a Branham-specific plan for

Qv W
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With many
steps for
reopening, the
Bear Witness
covered much of
the district’s
plans and the
colored tier
system
implemented by
California.
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Student’s Return to Campus

y

Teachers, district reach deal
. ahead of students' return

Qv

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The return of
freshman and priority students to
campus tomorrow was made possible
in part due to a compromise between
the teachers’ union and the district.
An agreement was reached earlier this
month, concluding months of
negotiations.

Among the terms agreed upon
between the Campbell Union High
School District and the Campbell High
School Teachers Association, only
teachers who have students returning
to campus April 12 were asked to
teach from campus at the start of the
phase three rollout.

The agreement resolved issues that

M joshing_u24'd @] 2420| Z0{L|Ch
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness In a far-from-normal
school year, hundreds of freshmen
and priority students returned to
campus this week for phase 3 of the
district's reopening. It was also a time
for adjustment, from students finding
their team-taught classrooms to
keeping appropriately distanced
during lunch.

Several health and safety protocols
were in place. Students had to fill out
a health screening before entering,
and teachers and staff were notified
of each symptomatic submission via
ParentSquare. Desks were 6 feet apart,
with masks and social distancing
enforced on campus. Additionally,
classrooms were equipped with newer

First-day jitters for freshmen [ TEEEEIEEE

attending school in-person

Megan Morrison/Bear Witness

42 142

©®)

o]
iy

n
N

1l

Once school eventually did return, we made sure to recover the transition from home to campus.

W
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County COVID-19 Updates

Kim Nguyen of KinderCuts in San
g J0se 1M a todler
"% Sunday ahead of the shutdown for

| N
J” ‘ CORONAVIRUS
With county restrictions,
we'Te back at square one

esee

Unlike toilet paper, there was no shortage of updates on the coronavirus and covering them all became a priority for us.

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Santa Clara County
on Sunday entered into a new stay-at-
home order to prevent a COVID-19
surge in emergency rooms and ICUs
as the holidays approach.

The Santa Clara County Public Health
Emergency Operations Center reports
the ICU capacity at 10.5% compared
to a normal operational rate of 80%,
putting Santa Clara County in the dark
purple tier, among the most affected
areas in California.

Senior Genevieve Medina hopes to
flatten help flatten the curve again, as
infection rates among those 19 and
under are the second highest in the
county, contributing to 17.3% of the

Qv W
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"If you can blindly trust your cell phone, you can scientifically trust the
vaccine." — Maria Movsesyan, president of Medical Club

7

7

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

As county moves to red, most

say theyre ready for vac

cine

|

hri

stina Hillmal
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G bhsbearwitness Branham teachers

and staff have been jubilantly sharing
selfies of their first COVID-19
vaccinations this week, a welcome
sign of progress during the pandemic.

“It feels long overdue,” said math and
AP Computer Science teacher Steven
Turner, who received his first Pfizer
vaccine Tuesday at Levi's Stadium.

This, along with news that Santa Clara
County this week moved into the red,
the availability of a vaccine from
Johnson & Johnson, and a promise
from President Joe Biden that every
American adult will be able to be
vaccinated by May, may indicate
improved conditions.

Vaccination efforts will soon shift to

high school students, especially those
A€ And tindar ~ndanth isiado e hinh

joshing_u24'dl 2| 244F0| ZOtEHL|Ct
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Vaccines

‘ bhsbearwitness SCIENCE AND HEALTH

How the vaccine works

RNA ‘\ ::

Antibodies

O bhsbearwitness As coronavirus
vaccines are being rolled out to

millions of adults worldwide, two
Branham students are participating in
a coronavirus vaccine trial aimed at
minors. Freshman Matthew Eisenman
and his sister Allyson, a junior, are
among 2,000 teens 12-16 who are
testing out the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine in Santa Clara County.

The teens are part of the
pharmaceutical company's effort in
tracking the effectiveness of the

F vaccine at teens. In total, nearly

Allyson, a junior tof a Pfizer 44,000 around the world will be taking
part in the randomized study among
healthy individuals, according to the
National Institutes of Health. Subjects

children ages 12-16 are testing

SCIENCE AND HEALTH the Pfizer vaccine. The vé
. Q V I:I : d for all people

Two students test COVID-19 E et o ot e st erg N e
vaccine for use in minors i

testing the Covid-19 vaccine.
.

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness As coronavirus
vaccines are being rolled out to
millions of adults worldwide, two
Branham students are participating in
a coronavirus vaccine trial aimed at
minors. Freshman Matthew Eisenman
and his sister Allyson, a junior, are
among 2,000 teens 12-16 who are
testing out the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine in Santa Clara County.

The teens are part of the
pharmaceutical company’s effort in
tracking the effectiveness of the
vaccine at teens. In total, nearly
44,000 around the world will be taking
part in the randomized study among
healthy individuals, according to the
National Institutes of Health. Subjects
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Vaccine became available for students in 2021, but two Bruins were already testing them in December 2020.
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Awareness

Various heritage months, honoring days, and other important
events were covered to raise awareness.




Cancer awareness

DIG PINK WEEK

Driving by for
cancer awareness

ASB passes out pink balloons
for its annual campaign

Fitz Vo/Bear Witn

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Junior ASB students
Lily Mintz and Lindsay Freitas greet a
vehicle in the Branham parking lot
Wednesday to hand out pink balloons
and Dig Pink shirts in honor of the
school's annual breast cancer
awareness campaign. Recipients
would then be asked to record a
release of the balloons to help
conclude the event, similar to what
has been done in years past during
the annual Dig Pink football games.

Throughout the week, the
@seewhatsbruin Instagram page has
been sharing informational posts
about the cancer, from its genetic
causes to treatments. The group is
seeking to raise funds for Cancer

— v QY A

The Bear Witness covered the drive through for Dig

DIG PINK WEEK

TREA St Leffor o w Carcer
Pited] 9P

fcanceravarn

In years past, the
week spans multiple
sports games and
fundraisers,
culminating in a
Friday home football
game where
students and breast
cancer survivors float
balloons,

The ASB @seewhatsbruin page has
sought to highlight causes and
treatments of breast cancer, and is
seeking student submissions to send
letters to cancer patients.

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Junior ASB students
Lily Mintz and Lindsay Freitas greet a
vehicle in the Branham parking lot
Wednesday to hand out pink balloons
and Dig Pink shirts in honor of the
school's annual breast cancer
awareness campaign. Recipients
would then be asked to record a
release of the balloons to help
conclude the event, similar to what
has been done in years past during
the annual Dig Pink football games.

Throughout the week, the
@seewhatsbruin Instagram page has
been sharing informational posts
about the cancer, from its genetic
causes to treatments. The group is
seeking to raise funds for Cancer
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Pink Week last fall in support of cancer awareness.
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World AIDS Day

‘ bhsbearwitness WORLD AIDS DAY m bhsbearwitness
bhsbearwitness The global ‘ ‘ People need to be better informed about 0 bhsbearwitness The global
community celebrated World AIDS the hist: dt t tof community celebrated World AIDS
Day yesterday, a day that shines a = O_ry’ causes; an» LeRlmento Day yesterday, a day that shines a
light on the ongoing fight against AIDS to improve public health. Many light on the ongoing fight against
HIV/AIDS, commemorates those who people have misconceptions about HIV/AIDS, commemorates those who
have died from AIDS, and shows have died from AIDS, and shows
support for those living with HIV. HIV/AIDS that _can“only be resolved support for those living with HIV.

through education.
Millions of people around the Senior Kimmy Coke, president of Millions of people around the
worldwide have died from AIDS, with Intersectional Feminist Club worldwide have died from AIDS, with

the LGBTQ+ community and people the LGBTQ+ community and people
of color suffering the most from the of color suffering the most from the
epidemic. In the United States, gay epidemic. In the United States, gay
and bisexual men made ‘up 69% of the History of World AIDS Day and bisexual men made .up 69% of the
nearly 40,000 new HIV d@gnoses in World AIDS Dav was founded in nearly 40,000 new HIV d@gnoses in
the United States, according to the world AlS ou ! the United States, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and S Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The CDC also reports that Prevention. The CDC also reports that
young adults accounted for 21% of young adults accounted for 21% of

QY W
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7.9 mill

the ongoing epidemic

photo illu nva stock in

Even with a pandemic ongoing, diseases like AIDS haven't gone away and the Bear Witness made

sure to spread awareness on World AIDS Day. .
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artin Luther King, . delivers 2
speech in San Francisco in June 1964.

"We haven't really moved
forward as a nation. There is
still a lot of tension and
discrimination in our society."
g Ashley'Awuzie, junior

¥, "

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness As the country
celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
birthday on Monday, Black students
and advocates celebrating his legacy
say that the fight for racial and
economic equality that King worked
towards is far from over.

The Jan. 6 rally of supporters of
President Donald Trump, in which
demonstrators took over the Capitol
Building without much initial police
resistance, was the latest example of
the racial inequality that students
have observed from law enforcement.

For junior Ashley Awuzie, a member of
Branham's Black Student Union, the
January riot, combined with the

REFLECTING ON MLK

Centuries of inequality

Dne hundred years after the
Emancipation Proclamation freed slaves
in the United States, Dr. King in the
1960s had urged leaders, including
President John F. Kennedy to address
still-present inequalities that Black
people and people of color face.

asy to be

, to be

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness As the country
celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
birthday on Monday, Black students
and advocates celebrating his legacy
say that the fight for racial and
economic equality that King worked
towards is far from over.

The Jan. 6 rally of supporters of
President Donald Trump, in which
demonstrators took over the Capitol
Building without much initial police
resistance, was the latest example of
the racial inequality that students
have observed from law enforcement.

For junior Ashley Awuzie, a member of
Branham'’s Black Student Union, the
January riot, combined with the

B FEFLECTIG N L
For Black community
equality is an ongoing figh

onklin/Cr
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Kerry Mur

Student Union co g @ X= &7

After a year of racial reckoning, MLK Day was more important than ever for the Bear Witness,
and we shared student opinions on race and equality.
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Black History Month

ﬁ bhsbearwitness

0 bhsbearwitness In honor of Black
History Month, the Black Student

Union hosted Wednesday a poster-
making event and lunch for its first
on-campus meeting of the year.
Students from all grade levels
attended and worked on colorful
posters to fill the empty walls on

m bhsbearwitness BLACKHISTORYSMONTH,

0 bhsbearwitness In honor of Black
History Month, the Black Student

Union hosted Wednesday a poster-
making event and lunch for its first
on-campus meeting of the year.
Students from all grade levels
attended and worked on colorful
posters to fill the empty walls on

campus and spread awareness about
the importance of the celebration.

As school remained closed, the club

campus and spread awareness about
the importance of the celebration.

As school remained closed, the club

has taken advantage of its social
media pages, highlighting the
contributions of notable Black
Americans such as philanthropist and
activist Madam C.J. Walker and
scholar Carter G. Woodson.

In addition to making posters, the

Qv W
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has taken advantage of its social
media pages, highlighting the
< contributions of notable Black

2 N Americans such as philanthropist and
Senior Sofia Nonga was among the two dozen . ; 5 & activist Madam C.J. Walker and
BSU members on campus Wednesday to - scholar CarterG: Woodson:
celebrate Black History Month. Ir.’ édd.‘t'on o " ak‘mg. pgst?rsi the

Qv
BSU posters aim to educate [EtresEEEiiEE =
eers on Black History Month e e L O d o o

ith

The Bear Witness shared the work of the Black Student Union during Black History Month, as they made

posters and worked to educate others on the meaning behind it. m
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Lunar New Year

How are celebrations changing around the world?
nd parad

Q bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The ongoing
pandemic has turned Lunar New Year
celebrations, which normally draw
crowds to watch lion dances and
firecrackers, into a muted affair this
year. To many Branham students and
staff, large gatherings are not worth
the risk.

Assistant Principal Loan Hong isn't
planning to celebrate, save for a
Zoom call with family and some
traditional Vietnamese food such as
banh tét. Senior Vivian Mai won't be
having her “massively good time”
celebrations with her extended family,
either.

Diind fruits Bénh chung

These healthy snacks are called  This is cake, Tét style. There are
0 mai. It’s a fruit - plums, many varieties, but the most
lemons, tamarinds, peaches,  popular is a banana leaf brick
jackfruits, mangoes, apples and filled with glutinous rice, cooked
pineapples mung beans and ground meat.

Chemistry teacher Liu Qi Chen will be
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Spring rolls
This dish is
meant to be
shared in large
groups, and are
served at nearly
every gathering.

Celebrating LLunar New Year

without the celebrations

eson

Bear Witness photo illustratior

its fourth

Banh chung

Many Tét dinners - and
especially those involving the
ancestors — feature chicken, a
symbol of purity, and best when
dipped in a lime and salt sauce.

Dumplings
Generally consist
of minced meat
and chopped
vegetables. How
they are prepared
has a different
meaning.

AX

e

Q bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The ongoing
pandemic has turned Lunar New Year
celebrations, which normally draw
crowds to watch lion dances and
firecrackers, into a muted affair this
year. To many Branham students and
staff, large gatherings are not worth
the risk.

Assistant Principal Loan Hong isn't
planning to celebrate, save for a
Zoom call with family and some
traditional Vietnamese food such as
banh tét. Senior Vivian Mai won't be
having her “massively good time”

celebrations with her extended family,

either.

Chemistry teacher Liu Qi Chen will be

Qv
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Lunar New Year celebrations began in mid-February and we shared traditions and the history behind the holiday.

N
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Science Education

Katherine
Johnson

i«)
:

O bhsbearwitness Introductory lessons

' on the atom in chemistry classes at
Branham have referred to chemists
and physicists such as J.J. Thomson
and Erwin Schrodinger as the “old
white dudes of science”. The joke is an
admission that much of STEM
education may be based on the
Eurocentric contributions of a
privileged few.

An equity initiative this year has been
encouraging teachers to expand the
scope of notable contributors to the
sciences and other disciplines, with
the hope of offering a more diverse
representative curriculum of STEM
pioneers.

Grace Hopper

STEM teachers look beyond
work of 'old white dudes

M joshing u24' 2| 205%0| ZoFetL|ct
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SCIENCE EDUCATION

project was inspired as my students were learning about

computing innovation:

beyond the textbook assignment.
Steven Turner, AP Computer Science and math teacher

¢ grewupin Chicago
gained interest to the
Computer Science field
during high school at his
O part-time job at Dover
Corporation, which
iVolved

Microelectronics and Computer
Technology Corporation

and I saw (i

nity to go

"“Point and click® feature, one of Ellis"
ions to Computer Science
AN
Contributions
Ellis taught at Stanford, MIT, UT Austin,

‘and many more. Ellis became a professor |

at University of Colorado at Boulder,
where he focused on collal
computers. He came up with
*point and click’,

“; bhsbearwitness

O bhsbearwitness Introductory lessons

on the atom in chemistry classes at
Branham have referred to chemists
and physicists such as J.J. Thomson
and Erwin Schrodinger as the “old
white dudes of science”. The joke is an
admission that much of STEM
education may be based on the
Eurocentric contributions of a
privileged few.

An equity initiative this year has been
encouraging teachers to expand the
scope of notable contributors to the
sciences and other disciplines, with
the hope of offering a more diverse
representative curriculum of STEM
pioneers.
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The Bear Witness covered the science department’s aim to diversify the curriculum and cover
achievements and contributions by women and people of color.
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Women's H

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness “She was one of the
first women really to go into
computer science. When she went,
there weren't there wasn't really a
term for software engineering. No one
really considered it an actual
engineering discipline, so she was
both one of the first woman and also
ane of the people who coined the
term software engineering.

1100k up to her because I'm also
someone interested in software
engineering, computer science and
going into that kind of same male-
dominated field. I think she's a really
good role model both because she
was the first person there and had to
deal with a lot of adversity. The things

istory Month

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness “She is the perfect
role model. She has always been the
main provider in my family.
Throughout my life, she and my dad
have been through a lot.

They are currently going through a
divorce, and throughout these hard
times, | have seen her do tremendous
things. She has been able to achieve
50 many of her goals and even help
and motivate me to achieve mine
while supporting my family and
making sure we have everything we
need. Not only is she my mom, but
she is my best friend. I tell her
everything and anything because we
are so close. Our relationship is like no
other, and our troubles and obstacles

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness “Frida was just very
influential. Especially in her art career,
just the way that she depicted
complex emotions, was just so
beautiful.

And aside from her artistic career, she
was just very expressive in her
clothing. It was very vibrant and eye-
catching.

She also defied gender norms by
darkening her unibrow. She was also
bisexual, which wasn't talked a lot
about in her time.

She was just a very influential,
amazing woman. She wasn't afraid,
and | want to be more like her.

A mural of Frida Kahlo aulo, Bratil,

. WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH *Qv W  WOMEN' HISTORY MONTH | ® Qv W WOEN' HISTORY HONTH *Qv W
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and a really good role model she is my best friend." © o

Tarang Lutwat, sel resy Saring NurtS, freshman

The Bear Witness shared the many female role models of our students, from
their mothers to women in the fields of science and art.
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Race Theory

m bhsbearwitness CRITICAL RACE THEORY m bhsbearwitness

& £ Being able to use the theory to analyze just for
yourself, understanding why this is happening.

Trump Tells Agencies To End Trainings On r:::f'n':l:::::ﬁ,:aﬁxmﬂ“&l
"White Privilege' And 'Critical Race |awmkersmépauceneaolng:o g
Theory' stop the violence

Meghan's racism claims come as no surprise to Black Britons

Debate rages over whether race had role
in police response to Capitol riot

A New Generation Pushes Nashville

to Address Racism in Its Ranks

6 Dr. Seuss books won’t be published for racist images

bhsbearwitness Recent news about
Meghan Markle's conflicts with the
Royal Family and the decision by Dr.
Seuss’ estate to cease publication of
his more problematic books show that
racism is an inherent part of our
culture.

Teaching it is also controversial, as
well. Critical Race Theory is an
analytical tool that assumes that race
and racism color nearly all of society
and its interactions.

In September 2020, then-President
Donald Trump issued an order that
banned the teaching of Critical Race
Theory among its federal agencies.
Though Biden has now reversed that

good for students of color in particular to
understand their own lived experiences.”
Michael Espinoza, English teacher

@ Donald J. Trump @

Trump Orders Purge of ‘Critical Race Theory’ from

Federal Agencies breitbart.com/tech/2020/09/0... via

@BreitbartNews This is a sickness that cannot be

allowed to continue. Please report any sightings so we
an.guickly extinguish!

ﬁ Russ Vought &

O @RussVoughta

The days of taxpayer funded indoctrination trainings that
sow division and racism are over. Under the direction of

@POTUS we are directing agencies to halt critical race
theory trainings immediately.

m bhsbearwitness Recent news about
Meghan Markle's conflicts with the
Royal Family and the decision by Dr.
Seuss' estate to cease publication of
his more problematic books show that
racism is an inherent part of our
culture.

Teaching it is also controversial, as
well. Critical Race Theory is an
analytical tool that assumes that race
and racism color nearly all of society
and its interactions.

In September 2020, then-President
Donald Trump issued an order that
banned the teaching of Critical Race
Theory among its federal agencies.
Though Biden has now reversed that

whitehouse.gov/wp-content/upl

CRITICAL RACE THEORY

_ : , »Qv N
Viewing racism as an innate [EEErrEEtEers

part of American culture
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The discussions about racial injustice continued as we reported on Critical Race Theory and what it means.
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Holocaust remembrance

LOCAUST REMEMBRANCE

Even decades later,
my family's story lives on

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness On Holocaust
Remembrance Day in Israel, an air
siren goes off at 10 a.m., and people
drop what they're doing to participate
in a moment of silence.

The memorial day, which took place
Wednesday and Thursday this year, is
recognized by Jews and others around
world. It marks 80 years since the
beginning of the genocide that ended
in the deaths of 6 million Jews and 5
million non-Jews.

| was in second grade when | first
learned about the Holocaust. My
parents explained to me that during
World War I, Jews just like me were
killed for their religion. | remember
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bhsbearwitness On Holocaust
Remembrance Day in Israel, an air
siren goes off at 10 a.m., and people
drop what they're doing to participate
in a moment of silence.

The memorial day, which took place
Wednesday and Thursday this year, is
recognized by Jews and others around
world. It marks 80 years since the
beginning of the genocide that ended
in the deaths of 6 million Jews and 5
million non-Jews.

I was in second grade when | first
learned about the Holocaust. My
parents explained to me that during
World War 11, Jews just like me were
killed for their religion. | remember
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One of our editors shared the story of her family’s struggles during the hoocaust in remembrance and awareness.

N
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Black Lives Matter

bhsbearwitness BLACK LIVES MATTER G blisbearwitriess

The Aeceury News

bhsbearwitness Two weeks after L
former Minneapolis police officer e s

Derek Chauvin was convicted of cHAUVIN GUILTY
murdering George Floyd, some Black

students and staff are hopeful that the - ;
verdict is a sign of racial progress.

O bhsbearwitness Two weeks after

former Minneapolis police officer

Derek Chauvin was convicted of
murdering George Floyd, some Black

verdict is a sign of racial progress.

Floyd's death served as the catalyst
for massive national and global
protests in the summer of 2020, and
helped usher an increased awareness
of police brutality, which activists
noted are all too common. The only
difference is that more are being
filmed.
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The April 21 front page of Th cury News.
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The Black Lives Matter movement was a big part of 2020, and the Bear Witness covered the
assaults on people of color by police and the trial of Derek Chauvin.

students and staff are hopeful that the

W
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Local News

Events that happened outside of school campus but impacted our
community was reported.




Alumnus working for Biden
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"Branham opened a lot of doors and a lot of C ALUMNUS IN G bicbearuitness

opportunities." — Vedant Patel, class of 2008

o In school, Patel believed that he would In school, Patel believed that he would

Patel in 2008

be a doctor. Looking to find clarity on
his next career path after graduating
from college, he went to his Branham
teachers for advice.

“He loved journalism, he loved news,
he loved politics,” said English teacher
Nancy Freschi recalling her visit with
Patel. “I feel like that was something
that registered for him and stayed
with him, even when he was looking

be a doctor. Looking to find clarity on
his next career path after graduating
from college, he went to his Branham
teachers for advice.

“He loved journalism, he loved news,
he loved politics,” said English teacher
Nancy Freschi recalling her visit with
Patel. “I feel like that was something
that registered for him and stayed
with him, even when he was looking

for his other path. | think that kind of
helped.”

for his other path. | think that kind of
helped.”

Patel wrote for the Bear
Click on the link in our bio for the full Witness for two years. PapeEWILISUCC Click on the link in our bio for the full
story. Vedant Patel, ( story.

Reporting by Katelyn Lowpensky, with Teacher reactions Reporting by Katelyn Lowpensky, with
additional interviews by Jazzy Nguyen "It couldn’t happen additional interviews by Jazzy Nguyen
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thanks teachers at Branham [y s

Branham graduate Vedant Patel joined Joe Biden’s administration as an assistant press
secretary, giving thanks to his high school teachers.
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Heat

HEAT WAVE

Sweltering in place

bhsbearwitness Early-morning
thunder and lightning jolted the Bay
Area, already sweltering from a heat
wave that's expected to last through
the week. The National Weather
Service had issued severe
thunderstorm warning and excessive
heat warnings in Northern California,
citing high winds, frequent lightning
and high pressure air moving in from
the desert regions. A red flag warning
was also issued, since lightning will
likely start new fires from the dry
brush. Combined with rolling
blackouts, which hit parts of San Jose
and the neighborhoods surrounding
Branham, it's going to be a tough
week to stay cool during distance
learning as schools remain closed.

HEAT WAVE '\\”"

5

Lightning storms early Sundaymorning in Seaside, Cal)

Rolling blackouts
* More than 220,000 PG&E

customers (including more
than 2,000 around Branham
neighborhoods) have lost

Thunderstorms

The National Weather
Service issued a severe
thunderstorm warning in the
Bay Area through 5:15 a.m.
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wave that's expected to last through
the week. The National Weather
Service had issued severe
thunderstorm warning and excessive
heat warnings in Northern California,
citing high winds, frequent lightning
and high pressure air moving in from
the desert regions. A red flag warning
was also issued, since lightning will
likely start new fires from the dry
brush. Combined with rolling
blackouts, which hit parts of San Jose
and the neighborhoods surrounding
Branham, it's going to be a tough
week to stay cool during distance
learning as schools remain closed.

power for more than an hour,
First time state has ordered
rolling blackouts since
summer 2002.

Rolling outages help relieve
power strain in a heat wave.

Sunday morning.

e A Red Flag warning extends
to Monday for more
potential thunderstorms and

fires caused by lightning @ i el
) S92 87l
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Heat wave, rolling blackouts and early-morning
thunderstorms conspire to make life miserable in Bay Area

ese Canva stock image

The Bay Area has always been warm, but when it reached extremely hot temperatures and
odd weather last fall, the Bear Witness made sure to cover it. We used videos and
explainers to provide context for what they were seeing. 50
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Power Outage

HEAT WAVE G bhsbearwitness HEAT WAVE

Students stuck when power goes out

G bhsbearwitness Last weekend's o Number of respondents to Bear Witness
power outages brought on by the p0|| who said that they experlenced a
heat wave affected approximately a power outage over the weekend.

third of respondents to a Bear Witness

survey. With another rolling blackout
It might become difficult to keep

expected today, some are expecting
to miss class while waiting for the
up attendance and get work done,

lights to come back on.

Sophomore Haley Nicole Oglesbee
used her phone’s wifi hotspot to

complete classwork in her car, with @  especially since websites like More rolling@)
the air-conditioning on. She’s
expecting to do it if it goes out again. Cam{as OI" Qoogle Classroom blacl.(outs
require wifi, so classwork that was possible today
bornow Il bethankiull have car missed won't be accessible until With temps
with air conditioning to sit in,” she
said. after the power goes back on." expected to
S reach 100°F,
L N Bronita Baker, sophomore ea. o
4 : residents are
® QY N ~has experienced three :
; oY h being asked to
) joshing w24t 9] 240%0| FOELICH G

One-third of students report being affected by outages,
which may impact access to online learning resources

weekend. She said her reduce power

&b between 3 p.m.
canva stock image [RCOJNEEIEHE of dollars in fogq., , g

family has lost hundreds

With school online, power outages have a huge impact on a student’s ability to do
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bhsbearwitness Last weekend's
power outages brought on by the
heat wave affected approximately a
third of respondents to a Bear Witness
survey. With another rolling blackout
expected today, some are expecting
to miss class while waiting for the
lights to come back on.

Sophomore Haley Nicole Oglesbee
used her phone’s wifi hotspot to
complete classwork in her car, with
the air-conditioning on. She's
expecting to do it if it goes out again.

“For now I'll be thankful | have a car
with air conditioning to sit in,” she
said.

schoolwork. We didn’t keep readers in the dark about the situation, reporting on the power

outages and provided tips for students.
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Orange Sky
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bhsbearwitness Freshman Jocelyn
Shepherd gazes at the foothills and
the eerie dark orange sky that has
developed over the Bay Area
throughout Wednesday. Their color is
a result of the dozens of fires burning
throughout Northern California,
including the August Complex Fire in
Mendocino and the Bear Fire in the
Sierra range. Air quality is expected to
improve during tonights Back to
School Night as winds shift, but the
National Weather Service expects the
smog to return the following day.
“We're having such a large scope of
dense smoke across the Bay Area and
the West Coast in general, that it's
actually impacting our weather
conditions,” National Weather Service

N

Smoke likely from the

August Complex Fire in

the Mendocino
National Forest and
the Bear Fire in the
western Sierra
hundreds of miles

°away is drifting south.

These smoke particles
scatter blue light &
only allow yellow-
orange-red light to
reach the surface,
causing skies to look
orange

Smoke high in the
atmosphere
absorbs or scatters
blue light, and
reflects red and
orange.
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throughout Wednesday. Their color is
a result of the dozens of fires burning
throughout Northern California,
including the August Complex Fire in
Mendocino and the Bear Fire in the
Sierra range. Air quality is expected to
improve during tonights Back to
School Night as winds shift, but the
National Weather Service expects the
smog to return the following day.
“We're having such a large scope of
dense smoke across the Bay Area and
the West Coast in general, that it's
actually impacting our weather
conditions,” National Weather Service
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: © w=9.
Audrina Shepherd

Forest fires in the mountains turned the skies an apocalyptic orange color for weeks last fall
and some teachers and students were displaced by the threat of fires near their homes.We
reported about the eerie sky and the reason why it was happening.

@ a2 o)
. 4 K= 270
Source: National Weather Service
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Distinguished School

O bhsbearwitness DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL 0 bhsbearwitness

“ Being named a California Distinguished school recogn the caring
dedication, collaborative spirit, and acity of all members of our
Branham community to help achieve that goal."

Principal Cheryl Lawton

bhsbearwitness Branham has been
named a 2021 California
Distinguished School, the first for the
district since 2007 and the school's
second overall.

Q bhsbearwitness Branham has been

' named a 2021 California
Distinguished School, the first for the
district since 2007 and the school's
second overall.

District recipients  Branham is one of only four high schools
The school is one of four high schools 2021 Branham | Calif ] S S n. The school is one of four high schools
|n_Santa Clara to receive the award 2007 Branham |nISanta Clara to receive the award
this year. this year.

2007 Del Mar
The honor from the California 05 Westmont The honor from the California
Department of Education is given to 603 Yeich Department of Education is given to
schools that have made their | it = schools that have made their
curriculum and programs accessible Leigh S prog e ir curriculum and programs accessible

to students. Prospect o N . to students.

Bay Area muralist John Espinola ) \ According to the CDE, distinguished Westmont According to the CDE, distinguished
puts finishing touches on a 12-foot- = i Schools make progress toward closing Schools make progress toward closing
tall Bruin logo in October 2020. ‘ the achievement gap among groups the achievement gap among groups

- EXeRs N »Qv A
State honor for Branham  [JEIeEEEtitens TP ——

58 4%

Jis district's first since 2007 [P

ne

7.

In 2021, Branham earned a state honor, the first school in the district to do so in almost 15 years
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Pool vandalism

bhsbearwitness

$100,000.

Based on their ease and confidence
moving about the pool,
administrators believe the two
individuals responsible are Branham
students. who hopped the fence on
Dent Avenue around 10:45 p.m. on
Wednesday. After entering the pool
area, security cameras show them
spray painting the concrete, pushing
the metal pool cover reel into the
water, and dumping various items into
the pool.

Swim coach Dave Mackey said he was
disappointed but not surprised that
the incident happened. The Aquatic
Center, barely a year old, stood barely
used since the school shutdown last
March, and has been open only for

bhsbearwitness
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used since the school shutdown last
March, and has been open only for
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after late night break-in , [fEy-

Branham seciity fos

We broke a story about a recent vandalism during a pool break-in.
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Recycling poster

Freshman Hannah A
n the 9th-12t

POSTER CONTEST

Student's poster to appear [k
2n San Jose recyeling trucks i@
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bhsbearwitness The next time you're
wondering what to put into the
recycling bin, wait for a recycling truck
to roll around with a larger-than-life
display of freshman Hannah
McCarthy'’s first-place poster on
recycling no-nos.

Her colorful design, which won first
place in the high school division in a
citywide contest organized by the San
José Environmental Services
Department, visually describes which
items can't be included in the bin,
including food and liquids.

Thirty-nine students entered contest,
which will feature winners from grade
school, middle school and high

ac
%2 27|

N

POSTER CONTEST

the contest.
Hannah McCarthy, freshman

Other winning designs Are you properly recycling?

San Tote Recyes Cn @

NO 0D NOLIGUID Mo PRONAM
99,

SondeseReccles:
wk’f«asytlzf. &

K-5: Taizo Honda, 4th Grade
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bhsbearwitness The next time you're
wondering what to put into the
recycling bin, wait for a recycling truck
to roll around with a larger-than-life
display of freshman Hannah
McCarthy’s first-place poster on
recycling no-nos.

Her colorful design, which won first
place in the high school division in a
citywide contest organized by the San
José Environmental Services
Department, visually describes which
items can't be included in the bin,
including food and liquids.

Thirty-nine students entered contest,

which will feature winners from grade
school, middle school and high

N

Designed by Branham freshman Hannah McCarthy, the recycling poster was displayed on San Jose recycling trucks.
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Student Achievement

Ruth Bader Ginsburg | Supreme Court |ustice O

John Lewis | Congressman and civil rights activist

bhsbearwitness

open-mindedness,” she said.

Social justice issues, especially issues
of equity, are important to Lee-Stahr,
whose work on former Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was
recently honored in the Santa Clara
District Attorney’s “Justice for All"
poster contest.

Her depiction of Ginsburg as a symbol
of hope for girls, standing in for the
Statue of Liberty, earned her third
place and a $500 award.

Lee-Stahr said that she was saddened
by the passing of Ginsburg’, who she
said had done much to advance
women'’s rights.

Another exhibit for high school artists

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

n the cou
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Another exhibit for hiah school artists
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Artist's works on social justice it TEEiEE
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icons earn awards and praise i
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A student’s artwork won 3rd place for the “Justice for All” poster contest about equity and
justice with artistic detailed pointed out and explained.
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Teacher contributions

We made sure that teachers’ stories were covered, especially their
efforts in connecting with each other during distance learning.




Teachers De-stress

DISTANCE TEACHING

Paint nights help teachers de-stress
" ' . .
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O bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Spanish teacher Erica
Marquez believes in the power of
painting to help others de-stress.
Since 2006, she has taught art classes
for victims of human and sex
trafficking with the nonprofit
Community Solutions based in Gilroy.
It helps them with the healing
process, she said.

Since August, she has invited Branham
staff to de-stress from their distance
learning duties with monthly paint
nights, which are held on the last
Friday of every month. Staff worked
on a painting of ladybugs in tall grass.
Her paintings often touch on topics
about nature and environmentalism.

5 4 3 = 202011 108 42
Spanish teacher Erica Marquez, an experienced'painter,
host monthly sessions ovar.Zoom with her colleagues @ ==

W

DISTANCE TEACHING

5

NEdL

Spanish teacher Erica Marquez takes a screenshot of the most
recent paint night held Sept. 25. Below, math teacher Donnetta

°recillas and Spanish teacher Jessica Gonzales with their
finished products.

This year has been
avery
overwhelming
year for all
teachers... We
have not had the
time to breathe,
vent, think of
something else
that relaxes us."
Erica Marquez,
on why she began
paint nights for
Branham staff.
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Online learning (and teaching) can be stressful, so the Bear Witness covered Spanish teacher, Erica Marquez’'s
paint night for teachers.Although most of our readers are students, methods of how teachers relieving stress
was shared for representation and to view their perspectives.
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Staff Bonding - Baking
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Z.oom baking a
solid recipe for
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0 bhsbearwitness A recipe for the fall:
baking, bonding, the smell pumpkin
bread in the air (or over Zoom).
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5 English teacher Melanie Vega led Branham staff English teacher Melanie Vega led
taff b nd n gathering of Branham teachers and share the tasty gathering of Branham teachers and
S O l staff last Thursday for a session on , staff last Thursday for a session on
baking the seasonal specialty. results of their baking the seasonal specialty.
pumpkin bread

Vega credited Activities Director
Christina Hillman for crafting the idea
as a way to connect teachers, many of

Vega credited Activities Director
Christina Hillman for crafting the idea
as a way to connect teachers, many of

Colleagues connect muffns.

Screenshot courtesy of Christina Hillman

online for a session
on muffin making

whom are teaching remotely, as
school remains closed for the
semester.

MELANIE VEGA'S BAKING TIPS

whom are teaching remotely, as
school remains closed for the
semester.

“I thought it was a great idea and that
it would be fun to share my love of
baking while also getting to spend

“I thought it was a great idea and that
it would be fun to share my love of
baking while also getting to spend
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Don't stir batter all the
way if you are adding

However, compact ~ (1°0BE(Pshecse g9 Oy 7 N
you will finish mixing as

~ <
Spoon flour into cup: To /1 ‘ ")

properly measure flour, use a A
A spoon to add flour to the
measuring cup; don't scoop

M joshing_u24 9| 278%F0| ZOFEHLICH the flou.r out with the , provyl;l Tugar: cgn;pact you'ir in the chips and M joshing_u24 2| 278 0| ZofetL|ct
2041 108 21% measuring cup because it it as tightly as pOSSlbetO Y e 202041 108 212
; this prevents over-mixing.
compacts the flourandyou fill the cup. _
English teacher Melanie Vega end up with too much. @ 222

We reported on a group baking session over Zoom that meant to increase bonding between distanced

teachers.Moments of staff bonding was reported along with the recipe of the cookie the teachers baked in
+hAa A~
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Teacher of the Year

O bhsbearwitness

G bhsbearwitness Whether it's teaching
his classes about critical thinking,
building connections with AVID
students, or advising the Latinx
Student Union, English teacher Mike
Espinoza loves to be involved in the
Branham community.

In honor of his hard work, Branham
teachers voted him as the school's
Teacher of the Year.

“The fact that I've been working hard
to be the best teacher | can be, and
that my peers recognize that work,
makes me proud of myself and my
journey,” he said.

The award was announced

QY W
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'A role model to students and
. an inspiration to teachers

MIKE ESPINOZA | TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Notable

contributions

o Latinx Student
Union club
adviser

© AVID teacher

of Conocrmients o

Step3: Racial

Asset-framing anti-deficiy
(Community Cultural we;

lustice 11,
€0
o ry

alth) i

Literature
T teacher
® Developed
erature
curriculum

Is your structure asse

t-framiny
cultural capital of th g and using the

e students in the room?

o

& No one would ever hear how amazing he is or
what he is doing from him because he is so
incredibly humble."

Statement from a nominating teacher

Courtes

G bhsbearwitness
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Teacher of the Year.
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that my peers recognize that work,
makes me proud of myself and my
journey,” he said.

The award was announced
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English teacher Mike Espinoza won the Teacher of the Year award for 2020, and the Bear Witness shared
what he means to his students and colleagues. Mike Espinoza was named the teacher of the year in the
school and students congratulated him in the comments.
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Seniors and
graduation

The Bear Witness devoted much of its May coverage to honoring
seniors, who spent almost the upperclassmen years in remote
learning.

\ \



Spotlight on Seniors

about exploring
the world since

allow me to go
on many
adventures
throughout my
life!

cbL POLY

CLASS 0E202]

KatelynL.owpcnsky

Cal Poly — San Luis Obsipo | Major: Journalism

b

UCSB is right
between the ocean
and the mountains, |/
which is nice. | am

The most important
thing about a career
is doing things

that will help others.

societal @)

change
can be made"
CLASS OF 2021 2 tZ

;\n(leﬁm -[il]én‘

UC-Santa Barbara | Major: Political Science-with an emphasis in pre-law

L)
L)

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The year's not yet
over, but we want to celebrate our
seniors.

Throughout the next month, we want
to celebrate the Class of 2021, and we.
need your help. Click on the link in
ur bio under Class of 2021: Senior
spotlight

Where are you going to be next year?
What are you excited about? Let us
know!

#bhsbearwitness #classof2021

kelseyymigliore YES KATELYNI!I
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bhsbearwitness We continue our
celebration of the Class of 2021 with
more senior destinations. Where are
you going? What are you most
excited about?

Please let us know using the link in
1 bio!

#bhsbearwitness #classof2021

o

One of the reasons
I chose to go info
Computer Science
is to help spread
awareness about
and work against
the biases in the
technologies that
are currently
developing in the
field, and at MIT |
can get involved
with this right
away.

Tarang una :

Massachusetts Institute of Technologys|-Major: Computer Science

emmceech R
I enjoy learning
about all aspects
of science. | am
excited to go on
the path of
becoming a
pharmacist since
I would get to
help people ®
as patients,
doctors, and
nurses and
become the
behind scenes
of health care.”

=——
olyer:

O
University of the Pacific | Major: BiologicakSciences - Pre-pharmacy
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bhsbearwitness Seniors, what are
your plans for next year? What are
You the most excited about?

Throughout the next month, we hope
to celebrate the class of 2021, and we
need your help! Click the link in our
bio to fill out our short form.

#bhsbearwitness #classof2021

bhsgrad21 Love seeing these ©
stories, Seniors!! @ € %

85 w2y

Katelynlowpensky ©
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bhsbearwitness Class of 2021 - what
are your plans for next year? What are
you most excited about? As we count
down the days until your graduation,
let us know what your plans are!

Click on the link called Class of 2021 -
Senior spotlights in our bio,

#bhsbearwitness #classof2021

4%

We provided
spotlights on
seniors who
responded to our
survey asking
about their future
plans.


https://www.instagram.com/p/CN5HdeKpc2h/
https://www.instagram.com/p/COAwATFplCY/
https://www.instagram.com/p/COvGuFMDcT4/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CPI38hsHb8_/

Celebration Events

Y —

‘ bhsbearwitness With less than one
month of high school feft for the class
of 2021, teachers again lined up
behind Branham to cheer on their
graduating seniors for a drive-through
celebration as they did at the start of
the school shutdown last year.

The hour-long event was timed to
avoid scheduling conflicts with major
events such as prom and AP tests at
the end of May.

With the easing of coronavirus
restrictions, end-of-year plans for
seniors are opening up, unlike those
of their predecessors. An in-person
graduation is planned for June 3, as
well as a prom dinner on the football

_ vQv A
Teachers celebrate seniors IS

with a drive-through parade [y

3l lvoe/Special to Bear Witge:

"It was so nice to see them, smiling and talking fo each other.
It's been a crazy senior year for all the senior students." G bhsbearwitness
— Neeraja Nambula, AVID teacher

G bhsbearwitness The AVID class of
2021 celebrated the end of the school
year on Friday and each other's
success amid the challenges of
remote learning and their transition
into adulthood.

The morning celebration was the first
time AVID teacher Neeraja Nambula
saw many of the 20 graduating
seniors in the program, which helps
provide mentorship and learning skills
for students throughout their four
years in high school.

“S0 nice to see them, smiling and
talking to each other,” she said. “It's

been a crazy senior year for all the
senior students.”

Qv W
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AVID honors its 20 seniors
with cake and a celebration

Andelina Miller/Bear Witness

‘ bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Seniors on

Wednesday picked up bags with their
grad caps and gowns as well as
commemorative Class of 2021 coffee
mugs, signaling the start of in-person
activities that mark their final weeks as
Bruins.
On Wednesday, many will return to
the quad to be honored for Senior
Awards Night, which will be held in
the quad. Last year's celebration was
entirely virtual and pre-recorded
On May 29, a day after their last finals,
seniors will have their first prom in
two years. Instead of an off-campus
venue with dancing, the event will be
in the footballfield with dinner and

CSSI]22I @ Q v m
Rush of activities to mark [EEEEEEIEEE

final moments for seniors o

With the end of the year
imminent, there was no
shortage of activities
and events. The Bear
Witness did our best to
cover them.Because
most of the year was
online, seniors had a
rush of events at the
end, and the Bear
Witness constantly

IR A R Y N P [

63


https://www.instagram.com/p/COVcRBoJ8C2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CO07PfqBJfz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CPUFY1ljzHB/

Senior Night

(Mia) stepped up as president of LSU, leading the club to
even greater heights." — Mike Espinoza, Latinx Student
Union adbviser of senior Mia Estrada Lara

LSU president named
school's Senior of the Year

=
SELA JASIM
SALUTATORIAN

) bhsbearwitness

‘ SENIOR AWARDS | JOURNALISH

O‘ bhsbearwitness For her leadership in
growing the Latinx Student Union,
teachers voted senior Mia Estrada
Lara as the school's Senior of the Year
at Wednesday’s Senior Night.

In presenting her the award, LSU
advisers Mike Espinoza and Lily
Salinas Johnson described Lara's
journey from shy student to
‘empowered leader of one of the most
active clubs on campus, including
2020's successful Heritage Festival

Mia stepped up as president of LSU,
leading the club to even greater
heights,” said Espinoza.

Lara was among several dozen

Qv W
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‘ o SENIOR AWARDS | PHYSICAL EDUCATION
sbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness For her leadership in
growing the Latinx Student Union,
teachers voted senior Mia Estrada
Lara as the school's Senior of the Year
at Wednesday's Senior Night.

In presenting her the award, LSU
advisers Mike Espinoza and Lily
salinas Johnson described Lara's
Journey from shy student to
empowered leader of one of the most
active clubs on campus, including
2020's successful Heritage Festival

“Mia stepped up as president of LSU,
leading the club to even greater
heights,” said Espinoza.

Lara was among several dozen
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KATELYN LOWPENSKY

-

‘With the difficulty of onine learning, especially online
reporting, writing and interviewing, she has an empathetic
style, and it puts her peers at ease.’

Fitzgerald Vo, Journalisn:

‘ bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness We highlight the rest
of our department award winners,

including senior Katelyn Lowpensky
who was the recipient of the
journalism award. She was described
by adviser Fitzgerald Vo as a calming
presence, and as someone who is
passionate about sharing stories that
affect the Branham community.

Photos and reporting by Lena Feucht,
Marta Wick, with additional photos by
Lily Middleton
#bhsbearwitness #seniorawardsnight
=
& oenevi
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‘\ bhsbearwitness We highlight the rest
of our department award winners,

including senior Katelyn Lowpensky
who was the recipient of the
fournalism avard. She was described
by adviser Fitzgerald Vo as a calming
presence, and as someone who is
passionate about sharing stories that
affect the Branham communty.

Photos and reporting by Lena Feucht,
Marta Wick, with additional photos by
Lily Middleton

#bhsbearwitness #seniorawardsnight
.

@) genevievemedina_yeazan I3
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TARANG LUNAWAT
VALEDICTORIAN

1 have seen ( Dylan) for the past 4 years be one of the
hardest-working athletes on campus.
‘Christopher Jensen, P.E.

Being the first
in-person award
ceremony in 2 years,
seniors voted by
teachers for each
category received an
award.
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Graduation Ceremony

to reject a return to normalcy

Nolan Zils/Bear Witness

, ) »Qv
At graduation, seniors urged [FIESEEECCILEE

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness In his speech to the
class of 2021, CUHSD Teacher of the
Year Mike Espinoza told seniors that
the school's first in-person graduation
in two years was a sign that things
may be coming back to normal, but
challenged them to work beyond that.

“Normality would mean we would
have accepted the world as it had
been presented to us: cold, heartless,
unforgiving,” he said, citing the
tumultuous summer following the
death of George Floyd at the hands of
police, and the conversations about
race and injustice afterward.

Espinoza started his speech honoring
the Mukewma Ohlone tribe, whose

Qv
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness In his speech to the
class of 2021, CUHSD Teacher of the
Year Mike Espinoza told seniors that
the school's first in-person graduation
in two years was a sign that things
may be coming back to normal, but
challenged them to work beyond that.

“Normality would mean we would
have accepted the world as it had
been presented to us: cold, heartless,
unforgiving,” he said, citing the
tumultuous summer following the
death of George Floyd at the hands of
police, and the conversations about
race and injustice afterward.

Espinoza started his speech honoring
the Mukewma Ohlone tribe, whose

After four years at Branham, the seniors graduated on the football field. We covered the
ceremony at the end of the year in June.The graduation ceremony was reported in different

parts: teacher’s speech, spotlight on decorative caps, and the celebration.

N
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Clubs and Electives

Student groups contribute a lot to campus and hold their own
events. These are not only great photo opportunities, but allow
the Bear Witness to cover a variety of events.




Club Rush

CLUB RUSH

Clubs make their pitch over Zoom

BHS
ALUMNI
,\,gwagl“

Even with out a food fair to entice students, more than
300 attended Zoom sessions from over 60 clubs

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness More than 300
students were estimated to have
roamed the virtual halls for
‘Wednesday's Club Rush, with clubs
offering a taste of what membership
looks like. The event organized by the
ASB was spread out over two hours
on Zoom, and gave each club a 10-
minute speaking window to make
their pitch for interested students.
Despite the lack of a physical
presence (and quad food to entice
students) Activities Director Christina
Hillman called the event a success.
Though she said some students
reported not being able to attend
overlapping sessions, the feedback
was generally positive. To address
that, Hillman said that she is

Qv W
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bhsbearwitness More than 300
students were estimated to have
roamed the virtual halls for
Wednesday's Club Rush, with clubs
offering a taste of what membership
looks like. The event organized by the
ASB was spread out over two hours
on zoom, and gave each club a 10-
minute speaking window to make
their pitch for interested students.
Despite the lack of a physical
presence (and quad food to entice
students) Activities Director Christina
Hillman called the event a success.
Though she said some students
reported not being able to attend
overlapping sessions, the feedback
was generally positive. To address
that, Hillman said that she is
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CLUB RUSH

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness More than 200
students were estimated to have
roamed the virtual halls for
Wednesday's Club Rush, with clubs
offering a taste of what membership
looks like. The event organized by the
ASB was spread out over two hours
on zoom, and gave each club a 10-
minute speaking window to make
their pitch for interested students.
Despite the lack of  physical
presence (and quad food to entice
students) Activities Director Christina
Hillman called the event a success.
Though she said some students
reported not being able to attend
overlapping sessions, the feedback
was generally positive. To address
that, Hillman said that she is
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The first virtual club
rush where clubs
pitch their purpose
and attract members
was advertised to
increase student
participation.
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GIANNA CORON

Best Buddies

CLUB UPDATE

3

KELLY HERINGTON

It's still a match for Best Buddie

Club's virtual Pairing Day is an anticipated event

MALIA FLORES

TARA KRISHNAN

oQvY

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The event was virtual,
but the smiles were real. Branham's
Best Buddies matched up Thursday
for its annual Pairing Day, an event
where members are matched with
friends from the special education
program based on interests and
personality. More than a dozen
students were paired. The event has
taken on increased importance during
the school’s shutdown, as special
education students and their families
have reported struggles with distance
learning and social isolation. Best
Buddies president Charlie Pappalardo
said that its members will make good
allies and friends.

“Having someone that you can reach
out to, someone that you're friends

ﬂ]oshlng u24'd 2| 216F0| ZorEL|CH

Junior Catherine Teng and senior
ECEREN phwtornho\v together
elebrate the end 0

Best Buddies have a blast
.atend-of-year celebration

Courtesy of Erik Klein

Qv
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness After a year of Zoom
meetings, Friday’s Best Buddies Fun
Night was the first time many of the
club’s members saw each other in-
person, and one of the last meetings
of the year for the group.

At the event in the quad, open to all
club members, students and their
buddies created crafts, played soccer
and corn hole, listened to music and
ate pizza together.

Special education teacher Beth Wilson
was grateful for the get-together. She
noticed that celebrating in-person
brought the joy in her students and
helped unify the club.

Best Buddies is a club that connects one-on-one friendships between individuals with intellectual and

developmental disabilities and those without. Our posts show how Best Buddies maintained the friendships and

adapted for the virtual year.

N
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Batman of San Jose, Spider-Man of Cupertino and eco-
designer Natalia Trevino Amaro are among the featured g

x —F ¥ -

CLIMATE RALLY et

Qv

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Spider-Man, Batman
and several climate and youth
activism groups will make an
appearance at the SPARE Climate Rally
on Wednesday, an event that seeks to
shed light on how students can play a
positive role toward environmental
change.

The two-hour-long event from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. will feature trivia games and
activities in addition to panel
discussions. It is free, but registration
is required (see the link in our bio).

On the environmental side, the SPARE
and ASB event will include panelists
from the Sunrise Movement, a
nationally recognized political group

N

CLUB UPDATE

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The SPARE club
continued its ongoing work sprucing
up Branham Park on Wednesday, its
first effort of the year.

Masked and socially distant, the small
group of eight members pulled
weeds, timmed bushes and picked up
litter around the park, which they have
adopted for the past few years.

Junior Arian Salamat, the club's
Beautification Coordinator, said that
the hour or so spent at the park was
their first since early December.

#bhsbearwitness #parkbeautification

»Qv A
SPARE back at park for first [l

heautification effort of 2021 e

7].

uy
i

SPARE is a club that stands for students promoting awareness of recycling and the environment.
By covering their events, we helped increase student representation and participation.
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Yearbook

“| care about my
grades and all... but if
it's not done by
9:00 pm then if's not
getting done.”

Kevin Cardenas
Regalado

ampos

nest, if my

Henry Buck

fe is like a box of

chocolates.” | find this
quote especially
relatable as | am

allergic to chocolate.”

Al

Paola Carrillo Pimentel

SOUEEE  cLassoF 2021 |

Isaiah Burr-R

“life isn’t wha
do to you... it
you let peopl

you.”

:

Jack Cassell-Md

“That was hyp

Senior quotes in danger of
disappearing from yearbook

vav
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness No more “Hasta la
vista, baby,” no more “The Office”
references, no more inside jokes.

If the 85 seniors don't submit their
senior quotes by the end of the day
(the link is in our bio), the annual
tradition is in danger of going away.
That's the magic number in order to
fulfill the 75% submission quota set
by the staff in order to create a

consistent look for the 2021 yearbook.

The work to drum up interest and
submissions has been harder this year
since Ursa Major staffers cannot visit
classrooms and sign students up on
the spot.

73% have submitted quotes

27 A) have not

00

*as of Friday morning

75% of seniors will need to have a quote submitted before midnight tonight in order for

the senior quotes tradition to continue.

1 The 2020 yearbook

‘ ‘ Senior quotes is a tradition. We've had
them every year. It's for students

m leaving their lasting mark and giving

their last words to the Branham
community."

Senior Eliza Sarouen, editor-in-chief
of Ursa Major, Branham's yearbook

submissions are needed to
fulfill the 75% criteria the
yearbook staff have set.
According to staff, the number
is not arbitrary. If not many
participate, they say itis jarring
to have columns of blank
spaces nextto those with
quotes.

vav
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness No more “Hasta la
vista, baby,” no more “The Office”
references, no more inside jokes.

If the 85 seniors don't submit their
senior quotes by the end of the day
(the link is in our bio), the annual
tradition is in danger of going away.
That's the magic number in order to
fulfill the 75% submission quota set
by the staff in order to create a
consistent look for the 2021 yearbook.

The work to drum up interest and
submissions has been harder this year
since Ursa Major staffers cannot visit
classrooms and sign students up on
the spot.

W

The Bear Witness reported the shortage of senior quotes in the yearbook and helped the
yearbook (not part of the journalism program) to meet its quota.
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Student spotlights

Student achievements, awards, and personal stories were
covered.




THIS CERTIFICATE GOES TO

Bruin "Blue” Bear

If you are reading this, then you're too close to the screen. Since you're here, anyway, here’s a fun foct o the
day. The word ‘bruin’ is an English folkterm for brown bear (at least that's what Wikipedia says). So Bruin
Bear's name is just Bear Bear. Thank you for reading.

BRUIN OF THE MONTH

Student Awards

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The year’s first Bruin
of the Month awards honored 23
students who teachers said
exemplified this month's theme:
“Thriving and Resilient.” The theme
was chosen for students because,
despite the hardships brought on by
distance learning and the pandemic,
many have risen to the challenge and
have made the most of their difficult
situation.

Among them was junior Joseph
Serrano Maya, who special education
teacher Beth Wilson said has been
taking care of his toddler sister while
attending his Zoom classes.

“I am in awe of his maturity and the

» Qv
Award honors students who JeleEatEgisEs

show strength amid adversity g

Students awarded

Michelle Ho

Emily Summers

Lilia Martino

Chau (Apple) Nguyen
Samantha Pauritsch
Gary Newell

Joseph Serrano Maya
Jakub Escanuela
Jennifer Flores Anguiano
Andrei Ivanou

Rocco Marinucci
Diane Rose Fonkwo
Jakub Escanuela
Jared Langner
Alaska Grant

Sofia Delgado

Luis Landa Solano

m Andrea Valle

Eris lvanova

Hannah Gallagher
Elijah Bustamante
Tae Yun (Erica) Kang

BRUIN OF THE MONTH
Nominating teachers

Sarah Maclnnes
Mike E
Anita Su

hweizer
Nick Cortez
Beth W
Merry Sara Maddelein
Barbara West
Barbara West
Courtney Durran
Fitzgeral
Tania Eaton
Neeraja Nambula
Neeraja Nambula
Cori Geier
Mike Dopheide
Kevin Kalm:
Laurel Garceau
Tiffany Ylarregui
Leticia Moli
Fitzgerald Vo

the
diff

I

icult situation
listance

learning

Cheryl Lawton,

El

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The year’s first Bruin
of the Month awards honored 23
students who teachers said
exemplified this month’s theme:
“Thriving and Resilient.” The theme
was chosen for students because,
despite the hardships brought on by
distance learning and the pandemic,
many have risen to the challenge and
have made the most of their difficult
situation.

Among them was junior Joseph
Serrano Maya, who special education
teacher Beth Wilson said has been
taking care of his toddler sister while
attending his Zoom classes.

“I am in awe of his maturity and the
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Selected by teachers, the students of the month were awarded and spotlighted during the virtual event.

N
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Student Achievement

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

s of Beanham

- Tiffany La

&

i
i

Q bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Seniors Tommy Song,
Tarang Lunawat, Alex Goldberg and
Tiffany La were named National Merit
Scholarship semifinalists last week,
after months of anticipation.

Goldberg woke to the announcement
in the Mercury News and sent it out
to the other qualifiers immediately.
His PSAT score secured him a spot in
the semifinals, which was the product
of many skills he built up in
anticipation for standardized testing.

“All my preparation for the SAT was
basically the same as my preparation
for the PSAT, just doing Khan
Academy practice tests, and making
sure | kept my skills, especially time

Qv W

The National Merit Scholarship qualifying process

2

Take the test
p qualify to be a
National Merit Scholar,
students have to take
the PSAT standardized
test. All Branham
sophomo e

required to take it, but

am typically
hdsslll ents take it in

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

R4

4

Apply to be a finalist
Top scorers in the state are
notified by the school. Before
becoming finalis

must fill out an applicatio
which require

recommend
ersonal e
the 16,000 semifinal

$
b

What's at stake
National Merit
Scholars will
automatically be
given a $2,500
rship, but

ain students are

ehml»\e for more. For

or half of a

Q bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Seniors Tommy Song,
Tarang Lunawat, Alex Goldberg and
Tiffany La were named National Merit
Scholarship semifinalists last week,
after months of anticipation.

Goldberg woke to the announcement
in the Mercury News and sent it out
to the other qualifiers immediately.
His PSAT score secured him a spot in
the semifinals, which was the product
of many skills he built up in
anticipation for standardized testing.

“All my preparation for the SAT was
basically the same as my preparation
for the PSAT, just doing Khan
Academy practice tests, and making
sure | kept my skills, especially time
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Tarang Lunawat Alex Goldberg
Four seniors are among 16,000 students selected
as National Merit Scholarship semifinalists

202043 98 212

© 2z27..

their junior year. will be awarded the title of f s tuition
National Merit Scholar.

© w=27l. 2

Four National Merit Scholarship semifinalists were spolighted and encouraged in the comments.
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Bruins of Branham

BRUINS OF BRANHAM

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness “I don't like to use
the word ‘normal.’ But for right now, it
is normal. It is accepted. And it is
understood that that's what we have
to do. Everybody is asking ‘when can
we come back?' And of course,
nobody really knows. But we definitely
tell our kids that it's going to be
through the rest of the calendar year.
And let's hope for January. it's not the
best thing, but it is what we have.

| want to walk the hallways, and | want
to pass by kids and say hi, | want to
be in a classroom so that teaching can
be even more effective. | want to be at
a sporting event and say hi to the
people that I've met and known for
many years and meet new people.

BRUIﬁé OF BRANHAM

bhsbearwitness -

bhsbearwitness “When | was little, |
would have to wear those (bindis).
Sometimes right after, | would go to a
birthday party and | would forget to
take it off. And then people would
always ask me ‘What's that thing on
your forehead?" Instead of telling
them what it was, I'd flick it off and
then I say, ‘Oh, | don't know, there's
nothing,” or that it was a speck of dirt.
| didn't know the significance of it
before, but now | do. | would explain
to them there’s a pressure point at the
center of your forehead, and it's
considered your third eye, almost like
it helps you figure out your inner self
and stuff like it. It has a spiritual
meaning behind it.”

" . . . . Q V m
In schools, especially in America, [y uGE—————

people are ashamed to be Indian.” |8
Meena lyer, junior © «
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"We're people people, rig]

The Bear Witness series sought to highlight student personalities in longform interviews a la
Humans of New York.
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School Events

By keeping our ears and eyes peeled to what's going on on and
off campus, we were able to find unique stories and photo

opportunities.




Makers Week

Branham meets its 'Makers'

‘w bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness From musicians to
artists to video game level designers,
Branham's creatives showed off their
skills throughout Makers Week last
week, an ASB event that attracted
dozens of contributors.

Junior Isha Chander, ASB Spirit
President, said the purpose of the
week was to highlight creations from
different makers.

“We really tried to capture the
creators' stories and showcase

their passion and intention with their
work,” she said.

Chander said the idea for the week
came from a previous initiative at the

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Chloe Bagi, junior

}hrotéghout the week, students submitted their own work, or highlighted those of their
riends.

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness From musicians to
artists to video game level designers,
Branham'’s creatives showed off their
skills throughout Makers Week last
week, an ASB event that attracted
dozens of contributors.

Junior Isha Chander, ASB Spirit
President, said the purpose of the
week was to highlight creations from
different makers.

“We really tried to capture the
creators' stories and showcase

their passion and intention with their
work,” she said.

Chander said the idea for the week
came from a previous initiative at the

Qv W
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I was really passionate about developing an event
where students at Branham could showcase their
talents."

Ei-ggd! Isha Chander, ASB Spirit President ©@ 2=z

ASB themed week highlights student creativity, from
dance performances and artwork to video game design o)

Bear Witness staff photo illustration

2020

To highlight creations from different makers, musicians to artists to video game level designer showed
off their skills during Makers Week and Bear Witness acknowledged those creative Branham students.
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Winter Week

0\ bhsbearwitness

G bhsbearwitness From “Among Us"
game nights to boba drinks, ASB

leaders have been leveraging their
sizable student audiences on
@seewhatsbruin and class accounts as
connectivity hubs of sorts to help
keep the Branham community close-
knit, and are seeking to expand the
level of interaction to include tie-ins
with local businesses.

Their constant experimentation has
yielded a fun partnership with nearby
Boba Pub, which has created a
Branham-specific drink called Blue's
Bev. Students who order the drink and
tag the @seewhatsbruin Instagram
page are regularly featured.

Qv W

BRANHAM SPIRIT

Especially this year, we've refrained from the traditional idea of
what a spirit day is and tried to create more smaller virtual

challenges that appeal to people that still have that want to
interact with the school in some way."
Junior Isha Chander, ASB Spirit President

Fun, but not difficult, challenges

Challenges of organizing virtual spirit days have been trying to increase participation
without making events feel like a burden on students. ASB has tried to really center
their student activities on giving, rather than asking, which comes to be difficult with
everything functioning online.

Adapting to the online platform
Successes that have been visible are the new activities that have been able to be
developed with the new virtual setting. Student activities such as "Among Us" nights and

online art showcases have ben able to bring the school community together in a new way.

' Emphasis on social media
e In upcoming spirit days, ASB is looking to still use social media to recognize and

e o interact with students, as well as forming partnerships with local businesses, such as as
the creating a new drink with Boba Pub, to make their participation more interactive.

vav
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness From “Among Us”
game nights to boba drinks, ASB
leaders have been leveraging their
sizable student audiences on
@seewhatsbruin and class accounts as
connectivity hubs of sorts to help
keep the Branham community close-
knit, and are seeking to expand the
level of interaction to include tie-ins
with local businesses.

Their constant experimentation has
yielded a fun partnership with nearby
Boba Pub, which has created a
Branham-specific drink called Blue's
Bev. Students who order the drink and
tag the @seewhatsbruin Instagram
page are regularly featured.

Activities and interactions included tie-ins with local businesses and “Among Us” game
nights, keeping the Branham community close-knit.

N
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Teacher Appreciation Week

EACHER APPRECIATON WEEK LETIGIAIMOLINA, AP S 2
"She is the nicest teacher. You can tell that she really
cares about her students."

HALEY NICOLE,

"Mr. V's helped me so much with

math and developed my
hi

understanding of it. He's a great teacher and he takes

up extra tutorials for kids
KAELYN KUBOTA,

ho need h
FRESHMAN

is time to set

@ e

‘ bhsbearwitness It's Teacher
Appreciation Week, and we asked you

1o share shout-outs to your favorites.
We will be sharing mre throughout
this week

Show some kindness to your teachers
n our story!

#bhsbeanitness
#teacherappreciationweek

Qv

@ joshing_u24's 2| 258F0| FORLICH
@ orsvearuiness

bhsbearwitness We wrap up Teachers
Appreciation Week with more kudos
from appreciative students. Thank you
for your submissions!

#bhsbeanvitness
#teachersappreciationweek

@ iz o

teachers we love yall

B orcvioniown v v

QY

) joshing_u24¥! 2| 307B0| FORLITH

m [TEACHER APPRECIATON WEEK ' DIANNE VIERNES |\
appreciate about Ms. V is how hardworking

"One thii

she is. She always has a positive attitude and makes class

fun. I'look for

d to her class every we

SHAWNAUZ SADEGHIAN, SENIOR

-
[TEACHER APPRECIATON WEEK COURTNEY DURRANT, TANIA EATON
nt never stopped
ing in me. In times where
Ididn’t believe in myself, made
no effort in school

until T was able to believe in it

myself. She definitely made me

a better person and student.
NICOLE PLATKO, JUNIOR

Eaton would ... ask if I was

doing all right and see if I

needed any help with any

il i ecan

naclas:

with a teacher so willing to

make effort and help studen

ho

me feel accepted, and that's

worth more than gold.

@ oo

bhsbearwitness It's Teacher
Appreciation Week, and we asked you
toshare shout-outs to your favorites
We will be sharing more throughout
this week

®

Show some kindness to your teachers
in our story

‘#bhsbeanvitness
#teacherappreciationweek

= .
NTEACHER APPRECIATON WEEK LEIF BOSTROM, SPECI N
"He is the only teacher who has helped me when I have
been seriously ill and in the hospital. He is the most
ama: man I have met, and he deserves the world."

Qv

LILIA MARTINO, §

B oo

‘ bhsbearwitness We wrap up Teachers
Appreciation Week with more kudos
from appreciative students. Thank you
for your submissions!

#bhsbearwitness
#teachersappreciationweek.

0 justobefrank MR V! @O @ o

° ishachnder YESS go branham
teachers we love yall

B revtonioun Ve v

Qv

) joshing w24l 2| 307%80| ForiLic

0LOGY, CHEN
"He's a great teacher and vears funny

chemi

JAYLENE RAZO, S

© =z .

PHOMORE

The Bear Witness asked for student submissions during teacher appreciation week.

) oo

G e e up s
Appreciation Week with more kudos
from appreciative students. Thank you
for your submissions!

#bhsbearitness
#teachersappreciationweek

justobefrank MR V! @@ @ o

@ iz

teachers we love yall

B arectonkun e v A @ =

Qv W
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[

bhsbearwitness We wrap up Teachers
Appreciation Week with more kudos
from appreciative students. Thank you
for your submissions!

#bhsbeanitness
#teachersappreciationveek

0 justobefrank MR V! @@@ o
w2wl

° ishachnder YESS go branham ©
teachers we love yall

B orctoniwn v

Qv W
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In-person Events

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness As coronavirus-
related restrictions ease, this week's
Homecoming will have as many of the
celebratory fixings: ip sync
competitions, class decorations and
homecoming court. Instead of
weeklong celebrations, ceremonies
will be held in the football field
Saturday evening.

It's not the same as the tradition in
person festivities, but organizers say
it's a welcome change to distance
learning and perhaps the only chance
this year for the student body to
participate in something together.

‘ bhsbearwitness

G‘ bhsbearwitness Balloon tosses, pool
noodle fights and a tricycle race
brought dozens of freshmen to the
football ield for their first outdoor
event of the year on Friday.

Like April's Homecoming, ASB hosted
the event, which was another excuse
to have students have a shared in-
person experience.

Freshman Megan Morrison, one of the
organizers and also a Bear Witness
staff member, said the games let the
Class of 2025 to connect (sometimes
literally) with each other and to have

fun at the same time.
~Our goal in putting on this event is
& ol really to simulate that feeling of,

HOMECOMING 2021
Qv N

“We were excited to give the

: = o
Freshmen get their day 0 ong 264 2 256801 SO2LCE
in the sun with outdoor rally

Neverland returns, and 0 s, s 1 57801 51710
80, finally, is Homecoming

Lily Middleton/

Ler ear Witness

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Science teacher Liu
Qi Chen has her photo taken Thursday
for the yearbook and school ID.

The socially distanced event, spread

out curing e e atemoon and € coverea nearwy a
over several days to accommodate

student schedules, is another

reminder of the changes schools have

et et s e -person events. limited
o IN-person events, Limi
Photographer Carlos Diaz Ruiz

Esparza of Generations, the company as the ere

hired to take the photos, said he W r .

prefers the slower pace, compared to

the dense lines and noise from

previous photo sessions.

L Q v N
Pl(f‘ ture c lays L) Josing 24112 245301 BOHELTH



https://www.instagram.com/p/CN0nYvKpgG-/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CN0nYvKpgG-/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CH1G4CYpgy_/

Winter Wishes

@ rssearioess

@) e or e
Junior Ayssa bvans ust 2

@ rssearioess
bhsbearwitness uri
wantedto get G

L]

: e \!
= % : . eQv R vQv
With house visits, 'Wi D s e 24034 2421 | feel overwhelmed w 8 i) 2 228 T Family receives financial D o e 202630 S
. Isamore intimate setling  [F- . love, butin a good v . help during a trying time g8

(- @ oreives

bhsbearwitness Serior Jackie @ oemines e ey
[ Jtemiiipviedont o o v s Wes
makes beauti cakes and baked ideo premiered Friday it three
ods — o the playul and colorfl hive-in movie type showings before
for kids birthdaysto he elegant and s schootuide release urng
refinca tomorrows cohort meefings.

@ brsbesrvitness

bhsbearwitness Wihich First Lady has

Derek. (Hint: It's Obama's citrus
<ookie)

Castillo does not have an online ‘Tune your car radios to 92.9 Cars of 20 families per showing

storefront yet (Monroy says she wil watched the eve ona big

set up a Facebook page for Martha's projector screen

Cakes and Blossoms soon), but her

0> Leputation 5 ameating hiough word-
of-mouth. She currently takes orcers

from her cell phone, which the Bear

Witness s sharing with permissior

(650) 274-3347.

His Winter Wish was Lo reach 1,000
followers on his channel, which the

tennis fences, with their radios tuned
int0.92.9 M to follow along.

he nearly half-hour videa highlighted
past Winter Wishes ralles an

included a snippet from NBC Bay
Area's first mini-cocumentary on the
making of 2019’ evenL.For the 2020

restaurants, tres out baking recipes,
and explores the food making
process, from visiting farms to
Supporting farmuworkers. For his 700th
and 800th follower post, he tried out auring the holidzy season, Castilo's virtual rally, ASP leaders granted and

: vav R ! vQv R o ) vav R
phomore's food channel [iEEREEtEsaistey A batch of gifts for mom, —LIEEEEEEEE Drive-in Winter Wishes  eiauldbi

. isready for its close-up . abaker, and her daughter . .experience a final ASB gift [y

Though business usually picks up

Winter Wishes is a Branham tradition where students submit their wish and the ASB grants selected wishes.
Bear Witness reported on several wishes being granted at students’ homes in a series of related posts.
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Visual arts performances

bhsbearwitness
Branham High Schol

‘ bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness It was 2 night of
team-ups: Branham's bands paired

with Dartmouth Middle School's,
while Branham's and Leigh's
combined choirs delivered a standout
performance on Wednesday for their
annual Pops Concert, the fourth live-
streamed concert since schools shut

e — We shared

with wide-ranging genres from Disney
to rock to jazz, with a song for

‘ bhsbearwitness Junior Vinidu
Geevaratne, senior Will Irish and

junior Arian Salamat record a
percussion sample Wednesday at
Branham for the band department's
upcoming virtual concert later this
month. The trio were the only
students on campus, aside from
teachers and staff, a feeling that
salamat described like being in 2
ghost town.

The percussionists were allowed on

‘campus specifically because they are everyone. Juniors Kylie N and Vinidu
engaging in a non-aerosol generating

e stories of the
activity, that is, percussion instruments.

do not have to be blown into to > World travel was the theme of the
create sound. event, and the concert started with a

short segment of travel photos from H
X 5 o . various shows
Bands, choirs unite for a fun [ and

e . : :
Bvanhmfl\‘ly opens diors for sval\%roum at sthoo\ : © 22w ;.?’enre’l’lopplng expel’lel’lcem

3
Braiham and Leigh's combined choirs perform "Stand i the Light"

performances
put on by the
visual arts

@ orsbearvitness FALL PLAY @ rsearviness

‘ bhsbearwitness For tonight's final
live-streamed performance at 7 p.m.,
band director Chis Nalls will debut
“Bruin Fanfare iece he had written
that features elements of the school The Backstage Bruins fall play, “Ghost
and the various bands he directs. Z O ] . Stories for an Empty Theater,” the first
oom I Sl o o ek s
The event, called “The Finale,” will tonight at 7 p.m. and runs through d t t
celebrate the program’s graduating Online production is Saturday over the ubiquitous meeting e p artiment.
seniors, and will be the first to be S s Tomat,
hosted in the Performing Arts Center. Backstage Bruins' first
As with past live-streamed shows, it .
Wil be a mixofIve emcees and since school closure
recorded performances.

‘ bhsbearwitness Thres tales of
comedy and horror over Zoom? Now
that's scar

The pre-recorded performance wil
consist of three ghost stories told by
high school theater students over
Zoom who are disappointed about
Nalls said that the bands have played ‘ their fall play being cancelled (ves, it's
several of his original pieces, but “this meta). Two stories are modern

Mia Janosik and Kylie Ng through "Br is the first piece written specifically for retellings of two famous horror
nfare jiece that Nalls had written. a group at BHS,” he said. \ykwas Smr\EE The re\lYa\E Heart' b
BAND CONCERT b
A Qv H
oncert tonight features el Rt EEEEuEtE
(= =

riginal piece about Branham S

Nl helps st

Edgar

Qv A
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Painting Murals

| @ orsvearvitness AROUND BRANHAM

O bhsbearwitness Spanish teacher and
1 artist Erica Marquez is leading a small
group of student volunteers in the
creation of an “Equity Mural,”
featuring images and ideas that
symbolize the term. The group began
on Wednesday, with freshmen Joseph
Passarelli, Camila Hernandez and
Thuan Do helping paint the
foundation.

The man
kRO |) |11l cvery
S It e school mural

The idea arose after Marquez brought

When completed, Marquez said that

For decades, artist has
Qv Nl crafted centerpieces

EqUity mural takes Shape ) joshing uz4'd & 219%0] Fofgiict for Bay Area schools

4% 162

with help of Spanish teacher

Courtesy of Erica Marquez

On the left post, a group of student volunteers painted the “Equity Mural,” featuring images and ideas

| eQvY

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Bay Area artist John
Espinola puts the finishing touches on
a 12.5 foot tall Branham logo on
Wednesday.

If you come across any school signage
in and around Silicon Valley, chances
are they were Espinola’s work.

Since 1980, his company Art Works,
and primarily Espinola, have designed
and crafted each one, including the
one of the Branham logo adorning
the new buildings, as well as signs for
schools that have earned Blue
Ribbons or were designated as
Distinguished Schools.

According to his website, Art Works

that symbolize the term. On the right, Bay Area artist John Espinola paints a Branham logo on the
wall. Since not all students went back on campus, students distance learning could get an update

about the appearance of the Branham campus through Bear Witness.

W

82


https://www.instagram.com/p/CNu084qJfDj/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGs0ex_p4qV/

‘ 3

Sports

With fourteen sports playing simultaneously at the end of the
spring semester, we focused on breadth. An addition this year
were scores and summaries to provide more information on sports
results.

\ \



Baseball

azzy Nguyery/Bear Witness
bhsbearwitness

SPORTS RECAP MR G SPORTS RECAP a bhsbearwitness

8ranham High School

\
|
|
|
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‘ bhsbearwitness It's going to be a
busy week for Branham athletics this

week with 14 sports in competition,
starting with softball, badminton, boys
volleyball and and boys soccer on
Monday, and ending with Competitive
Stunt Cheer, softball and baseball on
Saturday. We will be highlighting as
many as we can throughout the week.

G bhsbearwitness Branham’s teams
were a triple threat on Wednesday

hosting track and field, baseball and
softball games, and winning them all.
Click through to see how they
performed.
Reporting by Jazzy Nguyen
e

#bhsbearwitness

6%

michaelpresunka o
#RECOGNIZESWIM

6% Fota 107 ©2 7|
— ©227|0%)
®QYvY N
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Basketball

bhsbearwitness

SPORTS RECAP ﬁ

‘ bhsbearwitness Swim and dive: The
varsity teams split their games against

Sobrato on Thursday, with the boys
winning 120-44 and the girls losing
66-115. Team leaders include senior
Brandon Mayekawa, who placing first
in the 100 yard butterfly and 100 yard
breast stroke. Sophomore Katie
Hannigan placed second in the 50
yard freestyle.

Girls basketball: The girls basketball
team earned a lopsided win over
Gilroy on Thursday, bringing its
overall record to 7-2. Freshman Quinn
Godfrey led the team with 12 points,
followed by freshmen Annie Chen and
Kaitlyn Williams, who brought in 9
points each.

Qv N
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CO6HusVh024/

Competitive Sports Cheer

SPORTS RECAP

)
&

L
mj
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©

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness The Branham
Competitive Sport Cheer team hosted
their first and final home game of the
season and earning every point
possible against Prospect High School
with a 21-10 win.

Before the game, the team held a
ceremony for its seniors Bridget
Laugesen, Esme Toro, Susan Montoya,
and Maddie O’Kennon.

It has been an unusual season for the
CSC league. To adapt to the shortened
season, teams have been scheduling
and hosting their own events, with
coaches choreographing the new
routines and agreeing on point
distributions, instead of hiring an

Qv N
oshing_u24'd 8| 225 0| ZOtgfL|Ct

CH= ct
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Cross Country

bhsbearwitness .

bhsbearwitness Led by junior Antoine
Moret, Dominic Clima and sophomore
Spencer Zeljak, the boys varsity cross
country team swept the top three
spots Wednesday for a victory against
Independence High School at the
school’s first competitive meet in
more than a year.

Sophomore Isabelle Moret topped the
girls varsity race, finishing nearly 3
minutes ahead of the second-place
finisher. Since there were only three
members on the squad, the team did
not score.

The F/S team also won its dual meet
match at Independence.

Qv

™ joshing_u24'd 8l 200 0| Z0fEHL|Ch

The cross country season went well even though it was very
different. This year we ran one school vs. one school on the school

campuses, which was pretty cool as we hosted three races at
Branham ,which had not been done in a very long time."
Chris Jensen, coach

. < — |
CROSS COUNTRY FINAL RECORD

Varsity boys: Varsity girls: Noscore  F/S boys: |

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness In a blink-and-you-
missed-it fall sports season with no
playoffs, teams competed not just
against their rivals but a shortened
schedule.

Still, coaches for the field hockey,
water polo and cross country teams
found reasons to celebrate the time
with their athletes and being back on
the field and in the pool for
competition.

Reporting by Carly Waldorph

9F

Qv
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Field Hockey

bhsbearwitness Both varsity and JV
field hockey teams dropped their first
games against Christopher High
School in Gilroy today, with varsity
blanked 0-4 and JV losing 0-3. Varsity
coach Tina Parrott credited the
performances to first-game jitters, and
said that teammates are just getting
used to playing with each other.

Parrott said the games served as a
good practice for the teams, and since
Christopher did not have a complete
JV team, Branham's Lady Bruins faced
off against a team comprised of some
varsity players.

The team hosts Leland on Tuesday.

My favorite part of the season was the girls. Every single one had a
great attitude, worked hard and did their best when they were on
the field. We also had a lot of fun. We are looking forward to
continuing the progress that we made this year and to focus next
year on the mental part of the game

Tina Parrot, coach

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness In a blink-and-you-
missed-it fall sports season with no
playoffs, teams competed not just
against their rivals but a shortened
schedule.

Still, coaches for the field hockey,
water polo and cross country teams
found reasons to celebrate the time
with their athletes and being back on
the field and in the pool for
competition.

Reporting by Carly Waldorph
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Football

SPORTS RECAP ‘

bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Branham's varsity
football team ended the season the
same s it began: with a blowout loss
Like the first one against Christopher
High, the Bruins were able to muster
just a touchdown in their 6-24 loss
against rival Leigh

Both teams were scoreless in the first

uarter. Things heated up In the
halfway through the second quarter
when a fake punt by the Longhorns
set up an 80 yard receiving
touchdown. They scored another
receiving touchdown right before
halftime to take 2 13-0 lead.

The Bruins finally got on the board in
the fourth quarter from a receiving

Qv

® joshing_u24') 2| 27780 FoterL|

BRANHAM vs. LEIGH

fourth quart i
n couldn't overcome Leigh's aera

bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

‘ bhsbearwitness Junior wide receiver
Jason Vu scored three touchdowns
during the varsity football team's
dominant 41-14 win against the
Willow Glen Rams on Saturday.

After a blowout loss against
Christopher [ast week, the Bruins took
the lead early in their first home game
with a touchdown by senior Matt
Cordova

The Rams responded with a rushing
touchdown from their quarterback,
but the Bruins resoundingly returned
the favor with touchdowns by Vu,
senior Tristan Vanitegem and junior KJ
Outlaw, securing a 27-8 at the half.

Vu scored two more touchdowns in
Qv
B PI Bear Wi 4

FOOTBALL

[ i 200 © e

FOOTBALL

34-8(W)

S
Senior Gabe Casti his fam
daysseniorightfor ot
cheer ath

L {

Senior night celebrates

‘ bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Branham's defense
kept Independence to just one
touchdown as the offense steamrolled
the 76ers for a decisive 34-8 win a
their final home game.

The Bruins offense came out roaring
at the start of the game courtesy of
touchdowns by senior receivers David
sandel, Tristan Vanitegem and junior
receiver Jason Vu in the first half,

A quick touchdown by Vanitegem in

the beginning of the third quarter
extended their lead.

The 76ers finally got points on the

board with a touchdown late in the
third quarter, but a rushing

Qv W
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Q bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

m bhsbearwitness Branham's varsity
football and sideline cheer teams
celebrated their seniors last Friday
before their winning match against
Independence. With seasons pushed
back and cut short, it was a
bittersweet ending for the athletes

After the game, senior Tristam
Vanitegem said that he will cherish the
remaining few weeks the team has

left.

'm definitely happy to be with them
and I'm definitely enjoying evey
moment,” he said. "But | know we only
y got two weeks left until we're basically
d done for the rest of our lives

together.

Qv W
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teams' dedicated graduates [y

Lily Middleton/Bear Wit
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Soccer

nior Lu

from his opponent

e e e i
BOYS SOCCER

IS o T 220

BRANHAM vs. LEIGH

Recap: L

arWitness

[ varsiTy 2500 v £240

orite moment

Senior midfielder in Lee said is
@ orsvearvitness vision 2 championship

‘ bhsbearwitness Swim and dive: The
varsity teams split their games against

Sobrato on Thursday, with the boys
winning 120-44 and the girls losing
66-115. Team leaders include senior
Brandon Mayekawa, who placing first
in the 100 yard butterfiy and 100 yard
breast stroke. Sophomore Katie
Hannigan placed second in the 50
yard freestyle.

Girls basketball: The girls basketball
team earned a lopsided win over
Gilroy on Thursday, bringing its
overall record to 7-2. Freshman Quinn
Godiey led the team with 12 points,
followed by freshmen Annie Chen and
Kaitlyn Williams, who brought in 9
points each.

Qv W
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Freshman Vvian Murphy r
@ orsveanvitness B e bill down e AP : ®

‘ bhsbearwitness It's going to be a
busy week for Branham athletics this

week with 14 sports in competition,
starting with softball, badminton, boys
volleyball and and boys soccer on
Monday, and ending with Competitive
Stunt Cheer, softbal and baseball on
Saturday. We will be highlighting as
many as we can thioughout the week

#bhsbeanwilness

michaelpresunka )
#RECOGNIZESWIM
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PIEDMONT HILLS

" soccer squad share
memories of the game

ntala Muruganujan/Bear
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0 bhsbearwitness

G bhsbearwitness At Thursday’s senior
night, graduating members of the
soccer team say last year's dream
season, which saw the team play all
the way to the state semifinals after
winning the CCS Division 2 title, were
a highlight of their high school career.

The seniors were honored before their
final home game loss 0-1 against
Leigh. The team finished the season 6-
3-3.

Reporting by Shantala Muruganujan
#bhsbearwitness

) joshing_u24'd) @] 268F0| SotetLich
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness The girls varsity
soccer game seemed to be over as
s00n as it began.

The team got offto an excellent start
Friday evening against Piedmont Hills
when freshman Mikaylee Fore scared
in just the first minute of play.

Branhan's lead doubled 13 minutes
into the game when Fore scored again
from a corner kick

In the second half, Branham
continued to steamroll the Pirates
with goals by juniors Andi Franco and
Lana Hirata,

The Bruins' solid backiine kept eniors Natalie
= Quinn Ruiz, Emily Murphy
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bhsbearwitness Before Tuesday
night's game against the Leland
Chargers, the girls' varsity soccer team
took 2 moment to honor their
graduating seniors, and the impact
they had both on and off the pitch
over the years,

The team had to settle for a draw
against Leland, as both sides created
chances but couldn't put anything in
the goal. Varsity finished the season
with a 6-2-4 record and JV ended with
2-3-1 league record.

Both boys and girls soccer will play in
the first round of CCS playoffs this
weekend. The girls earned the No. 4
seed in Division 1and will host No. 5

2 vQv Al

A % - ) joshing_u245 2] 3180 SoreL|ch

90


https://www.instagram.com/p/COqo1ythv66/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CO6HusVh024/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CO8__2jhKor/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CPJZfRrBUck/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CNxV9ZjJ77v/

Softball

SPURTS RECAP bhsbearwitness

Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Branham's teams
were a triple threat on Wednesday
hosting track and field, baseball and
softball games, and winning them all.
Click through to see how they
performed.

Reporting by Jazzy Nguyen
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BRANHAM vs. PIONEER
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CNs0ydmpk8E/

Swim and Dive

RECAP

SWIM AND DIVE
{0 £9120-44 W, 66-115

Tim Daszko/Special to the Bear Witness
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Swim and dive: The
varsity teams split their games against
Sobrato on Thursday, with the boys
winning 120-44 and the girls losing
66-115. Team leaders include senior
Brandon Mayekawa, who placing first
in the 100 yard butterfly and 100 yard
breast stroke. Sophomore Katie
Hannigan placed second in the 50
yard freestyle.

Girls basketball: The girls basketball
team earned a lopsided win over
Gilroy on Thursday, bringing its
overall record to 7-2. Freshman Quinn
Godfrey led the team with 12 points,
followed by freshmen Annie Chen and
Kaitlyn Williams, who brought in 9
points each.

N
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Tennis

m bhsbearwitness

m bhsbearwitness The girls tennis team
went down fighting during a tough
game against Evergreen Valley High
School on Tuesday, its final home
game.

The team also recognized senior Khira
Feucht, who contributed one of the
wins during the match, was honored
at the team’s Senior Night.

With a 3-6 record, the team has
struggled in the A League. this year
due to last year's undefeated season
in the B League. They have a shot at
another win against Prospect on
Friday, their last game of the season.

Reporting by Megan Morrison
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https://www.instagram.com/p/COf7F5JJWCa/

Track and Field
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bhsbearwitness
Branham High School

bhsbearwitness Branham’s teams
were a triple threat on Wednesday
hosting track and field, baseball and

Click through to see how they
performed.

Reporting by Jazzy Nguyen
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softball games, and winning them all.

bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness Branham track and
field had another dominant home
meet win over Sobrato on
Wednesday, with the girls winning
113-13, and the boys winning 93-35.
Senior Trent Algea showed his
versatility by placing third in the 1600
m, second in discus, while also
running the second leg of the winning
boys 4x400 meter relay.

Senior Kendall Fowler placed first in
both the discus and shot put, winning
discus by 35 feet, and shot put by 12
feet. Branham heads to Prospect for
their first away meet Wednesday at
3:30 p.m.

Reporting by Dominic Clima
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o TRACK AND FIELD BRANHAM VS. SOBRATO .
o VARSITY BOYS LFRLRN LRGN 113-13 W @ mew.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CNs0ydmpk8E/
https://www.instagram.com/p/COa2olSpwoT/

Volleyball
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bhsbearwitness

bhsbearwitness After a full season
conditioning, Branham'’s girls varsity
volleyball team took a decisive first
win of the season against Evergreen
High School in three sets, posting " - 'BB ANHA
wins of 25-18, 25-20 and 25-17 e

against the Cougars. /
Today's game against Westmont has
been canceled due to an inconclusive
COVID test from a Westmont player. It
has been rescheduled to Tuesday.

Reporting by Lily Middleton

#bhsbearwitness

BRANHAM VS. lEIGH

bhsbearwitness
8ranham High School

bhsbearwitness In a tough point-for-
point game against Leigh which saw
them drop their first game, Branham's
girls volleyball team rallied in the next
three sets to win the face-off against
their rival. The team also honored
seniors Sofia Nonga, Olivia Schroeder
and Emilee Bateman, who put up 7
consecutive points in the fourth set to
cap their win. The team heads to
Evergreen on Thursday for the final
game of the season.

Reporting by Lily Middleton

#bhsbearwitness
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CNI1ARopGr5/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CNqYnCpJO8d/

Water Polo

Fy " \ ﬂ ! Lily Middleton/Bear Witness
. O bhsbearwitness

‘ bhsbearwitness Branham’s water polo
team came up short 8-19 against
Pioneer on Monday at home during
the tean's first outing as the newest
sport on campus.

Inexperience aside, coach Tim Daszko
praised the team’s performance
against a more seasoned team.

“They did phenomenal scoring & goals
against the team that's established,”
he said

standout performances came from
junior Matthew Knudsen's five goals,
despite being double-teamed most of
the game. Daszko said Knudsen
played the entire game, along with
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The best part of the season was introducing the sport of water polo
t09 new players, and developing the players while juggling tt ‘ bhsbearwitness
challenge of COVID restrictions to find ways to help them succeed

‘ bhsbearwitness In a blink-and-you-

V' missed-it fall sports season with no
playoffs teams competed not just
against their rivals but a shortened
schedule

still, coaches for the field hockey,
water polo and cross country teams
found reasons to celebrate the time
with their athletes and being back on
the field and in the pool for
competition.

Reporting by Carly Waldorph
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WATER POLO FINAL RECORD
Varsity: 1-4-0e JV:0-1-0 @

B srvemives ;

“ bhsbearwitness At their second to
last match, junior Matthew Knudsen's
nine goals Friday against Leigh at
home lifted the Bruins to their first
water polo victory of the season, 16-
bl

Coach Tim Daszko credited Knudsen's
passion and leadership as a driving
force behind the team'’s success.

“While Matt is a dominant force in the
pool, he is even more important as a
ole model for the entire team,”
Daszko said. “His passion for the
game s stellar, his work ethic is
second-to-none, and his leadership as
2 co-captain is unrivaled.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CN8CWjXplqo/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CM8XH-2JeAK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMd4qpQJep5/

