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AAPI IN-DEPTH

The invention
of the
MODEL

myth
written and illustrated by Mei Lin Lee-Stahr

Some people don’t believe that Asian Americans experience 
racism. And on the surface, through the lense of media and pop 
culture, it may seem that way. In reality, Asian Americans have 
faced racism as long as they have been in the United States. 

Chinese immigrants first came to the u.s. in the 1850s.

They were most-

ly working class 

men who were 

either recruited 

for cheap labor 

or perhaps they 

hoped to strike 

it rich in the 

California Gold 

Rush 

The chinese took 

away our jobs!

When the economy crashed in 

1873, the Chinese were blamed 

even though they only rep-

resented 0.02% of the labor 

workforce in the United 

States .

n 1882, the Chinese Exclu-

sion Act was passed that 

banned all new Chinese 

Immigrants.

but I’m

japanese.

No chinese!
Why are there

so many 

of you?
South asian   East ASian  

Southeast

asian

After the Chinese were banned, other Asians such as 

Sikhs, Filipino, and korean groups grew, but predomi-

nantly Japanese took their place in society. With every new group of Asian immigrants, Congress 

kept passing laws banning them until Congress thought 

the whole continent had been covered.  But...

i’m filipino

i thought we 

took out all

asians.

... They forgot the filipinos. In 1924, filipinos were the 

only asians who were legally allwed to immigrate to 

the u.s. In a short amount of time, small riots broke out 

against the filipino community, including a deadly bombing 

in stockton, CAlif.

at the end of the 1930s, asian communities had grown. 

Asian immigrants now had american-born asian americans.

in 1942, president franklin roosevelt issued an execu-

tive order that sent 100,000 japanese americans to 26 

prison camps across the west coast in response to 

hostilities from japan during world war ii.

due to the asian immigrant ban, however, American-born 

japanese americans were primarily the ones rounded up.

after the war, american news media pushed the notion of the 

japanese american successful comeback. in reality, it took a 

long time for japanese americans to start over.

Look at how well

this family has done 

since being released  

from prison camp!

THE MODEL Minority 

myth was born

In the 1950s, chinese americans pushed the idea of their well-behaved 

kids, unlike the “delinquent” baby boomer teenagers.

In 1952, a new immigra-

tion law reversed 

many of the previous 

discrminiatory policies. 

Resulting in a new wave 

of asian

         immigration to                     

           the u.S.

You’re in now.

In exchange for 

economic mobility 

during the civil rights 

movement, asian ameri-

cans were given ex-

tra opportunities in 

education and home 

ownership that were 

not extended to oth-

er minority groups.The 

model minority myth 

now was policy..

in the span of the cold war and subsequent wars 

fought in asia, from the korean war, vietnam war and the 

secret war, a new wave of asian immigrants arrived to 

the u.s.

these immigrants from laos, vietnam and cambodia fled war-

torn countries and/or communist rule.

Asian immigration since the 1990s 

has stabilized, with much of the 

new group coming for work on 

h-1b visas. (Out of all employed 

computer programmers in the 

u.s., 74% are asian).

This further perpetuates the 

model minority myth

the myth erases the struggles that asians face on the other side 

of the socioeconomic spectrum.

34% poverty rate

among cambodian and

laotian populations

in california.

The success of a sizable group of asian americans has 

made it okay for american society to ignore the myriad 

struggles that we face every day, from high mental ill-

ness rates to high poverty rates. 

the model minority myth has made it harder for asian 

americans to not be seen as a compliant monolithic group.  

our struggles seem less worthy of attention than oth-

ers, and therefore not as important. 
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AAPI staff, 
students 
share stories

 
I didn’t connect with my Ko-
rean heritage.”
However, racism has surged 

and hate crimes have become 
a daily routine for Asian 
Americans with the spread 
of the coronavirus. Reports 
show that the AAPI hate 
reporting center received 
3,795 incidents of discrimi-
nation from March 19, 2020 
to February 28, 2021, which 
is only a fraction considering 
how many incidents go unre-
ported. Of those 3,795 inci-
dents, 68.1% was reported as 
verbal harassment, 20.5% as 
shunning, 11.1% as physical 
assault, 8.5% as civil rights 
violations, and 6.8% as online 
harassment. And although 
a recent study from the San 
Bernardino California State 
University showed that San 
Jose’s number of reported 
AAPI hate incidents rose 
from 4 to 10, there are still 
so many incidents that go 
unreported. An online Bear 
Witness poll with 114 vot-
ers showed that 36 of them 
had seen or experienced An-
ti-Asian prejudice.
“It’s not surprising as xe-

nophobia has always exist-
ed, but Covid 19 and past 
comments regarding the 
origins of the virus have al-
lowed people to act on their 
true feelings,” said assistant 
principal Loan Ly Hong.
Although many students 

are glad they do not need 
to face this racism in per-
son, the hate coming from 
online communities have 
become more common.
“I’ve had girls comment on 

my TikTok videos telling me 
I eat dogs and bats, telling 
me that my ancestors and I 
caused the virus, and calling 
me racist things in gener-
al,” said junior Vietnamese 
Catherine Tran. “I’ve gotten 
two death threats over the 
past three months because 
people say that since I’m 
Asian, I caused the virus.”
Death threats have carried 

an exaggerated dread since 
the Georgia spa shooting, 
the countless beatings and 
deaths of the elderly, the 
killing of Thê Nguyen in 
San Jose, the shooting of 19 
year old Jessica Dimalanta in 
San Francisco, and so many 
more all across the country.
“The rise in discrimination 

towards Asians and Asian 
Americans makes me terri-
fied for not only myself and 
my family, but also for all 
Asians in general,” said Tran. 
“I fear for my parent’s safety 
whenever they go out to run 
errands or go to work.”
This thought of being the 

next victim, or their loved 
ones being next to get ver-
bally or physically harassed 
has induced fear through-
out the Asian American 
community. However, social 
worker Kevin Nguyen has 
tried to focus on the things 
and people who have posi-
tively affected his life during 
a difficult time and contin-
ued to express the impor-
tance of educating oneself.
“There is a long history of 

violence and discrimination. 
But I also know we come 
from a long history of sur-
vivors and resilience--the 
pan-ethnic Asian identi-
ty came out of that. And 
the community organized 
themselves once again, and 
mobilized to protect our 
elders in these more recent 
times,” said Nguyen. “That is 
why we need to keep work-
ing towards true solidarity 
and keeping ourselves as in-
formed as possible.”

MINORITY


