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KASEY DEAN ‘23

“It was one of 
those years where 

you never knew 
if your last game 

could be three 
games in or a 

week before State. 
Luckily for us, we 

got to play our full 
softball season.”
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KATHY GUSTAD, ENGLISH

“In the most trying 
of circumstances, we 

reaffirmed that teaching 
the students at Brighton 
continues to bring us joy 
in what we do and hope 

for the future.”

GABRIELLA POLLIARD ‘24

“Freshman year was not 
what I expected. It was 

definitely a bit hectic 
because being a social 

butterfly, it was hard not 
interacting with people. I 
did what I could to make 

the best of it.”
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“Being a high school alumni, 
I am honored to be assistant 
coaching for the first time. I 
love having the opportunity 
to encourage, support and 
celebrate my [unified bowler] 
athletes. It has been an honor 
to walk alongside them in 
their unified journey.”

IT’D BE
WHAT

BRIANA WEICHEL, COACH

LIKE

MAKING THE NEWS. Being interviewed by 9News reporter 
Arielle Orsuto, Mallory O’Keefe ’22 answers questions about 
how the Covid-19 restrictions have impacted her experience 
on the girls swim team after a virtual meet against Northglenn 
on Feb. 23. “It’s like super personalized now and you’re really 
just racing yourself and your teammates instead of other 
people that you don’t really know,” O’Keefe said. “You really 
have to dig deep to go your best times and go as fast as you 
can.” THAT’S HOW WE ROLL. Briana Weichel, assistant coach, 
throws her hands in the air to cheer on Tyrone Obey ’23 
after he knocks down all 10 pins to score a strike for the team 
in a virtual meet that they won against Cherry Creek High 
School on April 12. WHAT DID YOU SAY? Eating a meal at the 
Simpson’s restaurant, Winnie’s brother Stevie (portrayed by 
Trevor Moore ’24) has a conversation with his sister Winnie 
(played by Savannah Thomas ’21) and undercover detective 
Ted Spencer (played by Silas Vazquez ‘22) in the radio play, 
“Sabotage.” The students were broken up into cohorts to 
practice once a week standing six-feet apart on stage and 
talking into microphones covered with mini-shower caps. 
“Doing this play during the pandemic has had its difficulties 
with trying to act when you can’t see the other person that 
well, but how we are adapting keeps it fun,” Moore said. 
GOING SOLAR. Working on his group’s solar oven, Jacob 
Halverson ‘22 applies black tape to the side of his box to 
absorb and retain heat, so he can bake cookies in it using the 
sun in AP Environmental Science on Jan. 13. The group created 
the oven with a cardboard box, tape, construction paper and 
a cooking pan. “The box wasn’t successful because we weren’t 
lucky with the weather when we made them,” Halverson said. 
“I took this class because I was super curious about how I am 
impacting the world around me.” photos by j. bishop
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OUT ON THE LAKE. Alijah 
Anaya ‘22 poses for his sister, 
Jayla, while fishing at sunset at 
the beginning of the school year 
in August. “I love fishing. I fish  
once a week and more in the 
summer. It allows me to clear 
my mind and get my thoughts 
in order,” Anaya said. photo by 

j. anaya LEADING THE HERD. 
Rafiki (performed by Devin Vick 
‘21) leads the lioness hunt at the 
beginning of the spring musical, 
“The Lion King Jr.” “What I really 
enjoyed about this character 
was the cultural aspect of it. I 
wanted to do this character in a 
respectful way, so I put in a lot of 
research into the character,” Vick 
said. “I did a lot of choreography 
with this role, so I did research 
into how monkeys moved.” 
photo by s. demers SHREDDING 
POWDER. Savannah Thomas ‘21 
takes a break from snowmobiling 
to go inside to her family’s 
cabin that they have owned on 
1,600 acres of land for over 120 
years. “We visit the cabin in the 
summer and winter each year. 
There is no internet connection 
so there is no way for me to 
connect with what’s going on 
in the world. We do a lot of 
different things like fishing, hiking, 
pick wild berries, snowmobiling 
and hunt elk,” Thomas said. photo 

courtesy of s. thomasi

BRIANNA MONARREZ ‘22

“Something nobody knows about 
me unless we’re really close friends 
is how much I love One Direction. 

I feel like One Direction has always 
been the teenage idol for my 

generation, but I am completely 
obsessed. I just love all of their 

music. I can always count on them 
to make me smile.”

NATHANIEL GRIFFETH ‘22

”Something unique about me that 
nobody knows is that I love to 

cook breakfast and try out new 
things to expand what I can cook. 
My favorite thing that I’ve cooked 
so far definitely has to be biscuits 

and gravy. They were amazing.”

SIMON CESPEDES ‘21

”At Senior Night for football, I 
was so glad to be there with my 

mom. She’s my everything. At that 
moment, I was just really thankful 

that we had got to that point in 
my high school career and that 

she was able to witness it with me. 
Covid took a toll on us as a family, 
but we stuck together and made it 

through it all together.”

THIS
LIKE

KATELYN BURKE ‘23

“I started taking dance 
lessons in the basement of 
my elementary school and 
have danced ever since. 
I have loved learning the 
different styles and cultures 
of dance like Polynesian 
and Hawaiian. I truly can’t 

imagine a day where I 
am not dancing.”

THAT’S MY DAUGHTER. After 
finishing their virtual meet against 

Northglenn, Emily Aten ‘23 is 
interviewed by a 9News reporter 

about being a high school swimmer 
during a pandemic as her father 

records her interview on his cell phone 
on Feb. 23. “They were able to come 

in and capture what it was like for 
us to swim during this pandemic and 
now thousands of people now know 
our story,” Aten said. photo by j. bishop 

HUDDLE UP. The FFA Nominating 
Committee consisting of Tymberlynn 

“Rose” Weidemann ‘22 huddle for 
a hug as they leave to announce the 

FFA State officers for the next school 
at the end of June. “I was selected to 

represent our district at the state level 
to nominate the next group officers 
with these amazing group of people. 

I hope next year I am fortunate to 
become a state officer,” Weidemann 

said. photo courtesy of r. weidemann
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RYAN O’CALLAGHAN ‘22

“I started triple jump halfway through 
the season. Coach Bandoch broke 
down the jumping motion, drilled our 
cycle phase, then the step phase and 
lastly the jump phase until we nailed 
each phase. He also took video of us at 
our meets so we could review footage. 
By leagues, I jumped a 34’ 2” and proud 
of what I’ve accomplished.”

SON, SOME ADVICE. After he snuck away 
from the herd, Young Simba (played by 
Afton Smith ‘22) listens to his father, King 
Mufasa, (played by Katsumi Hayashi ‘21) 
share how Simba will take over as king in the 
future in the spring musical, “The Lion King.” 
The play was performed for a small audience 
in May and recorded to be viewed online. 
“We had less than two months to put this 
production together. All of us just wanted 
the chance to perform again live, and we did, 
it was incredible,” Smith said. photo by s. demers 

BOWING DOWN TO YOU. Alek Martinez 
‘21 and Drai Wagner ‘23 bow down to hand 
Zachary Perkins ‘22 the rally stick after 
Perkins hit a walk off in the seventh to win 
the first baseball game of the season against 
Mountain Range on May 6. “This was a huge 
moment for us because we had waited two 
years to play on the field again after losing 

last year to Covid, and this was our coach’s 
first win as a coach at Brighton,” Martinez 
said. “It was really awesome to see how the 
community supported us, and even when 
we were down 5-0 in that game, we never 
felt like we were out of it and fought until 
the end.” photo by j. bishop WE GRADUATED. 
After receiving their diplomas, Omar Ortega 
‘21 and Dalilah Ortega ‘21 fist bump as 
they head to their seats in the middle of 
the graduation ceremony at the high school 
football field on May 27. “Dalilah is like a 
sister to me. She has always been there to 
support me, and I was glad that we got to 
get our diplomas at the same time,” Omar 
said. “It felt amazing knowing what we had 
accomplished and that we were given the 
opportunity to have a graduation at our own 
football field. It is just the beginning of our 
new journey.” photo courtesy of m. philippi

ESTELLA MARTINEZ ‘22

“We were all excited about the season 
considering we didn’t get one last year. 

We didn’t even know if people could 
come watch or what the restrictions 

were going to be. Fortunately, many girls 
came out and were willing to do their 
best for the team. We ended up with 
two full teams and I believe that truly 

having a positive attitude and being able 
to work under hard circumstances really 

helped the way we play.”

JOLIE GENTILE ‘21

“I’m so glad and my class got the full 
opportunity to see it all come together 

and get the actual graduation ceremony 
experience at the high school. I learned a 
lot from my teachers and the friends I’ve 
gained. But, I’m glad I’m done, and I think 
it’s time to move on to the next chapter.”

story by editorial staff & design by j. bishop
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KEN KREUTZER ‘78

“This was a nice honor 
for something that I 
have loved doing for 
over 30 years. There’s 
nothing like watching 
our Bulldogs play some 
football under the 
Friday night lights and 
get to be the voice that 
cheers them on.”

LIKE
W O N D E R I N G 

I F  Y O U ’ R E

THIS

IT WAS

SHAKIRA CASAS-CISNEROS ‘21

“After high school, I plan to 
attend college to get my business 

administration degree. During 
that time I will be working with 

my dad and helping him grow 
our construction company. I 

hope to open my own business.”

ELIZABETH ROLFS ‘23

“This year has definitely been 
hard, but I’ve really been able to 

learn from this experience. I’ve 
been able to find new ways of 

learning, especially being a virtual 
student all year. I will be relieved 

to be able to go back to school 
next year in person full time.”

GIVE US AN ENCORE. Madilynn Scarpantonio ‘22 and Ashley 
Cruz ‘22 start an applause in the back row next to Jayden 
Williams Noland ‘22 in AP Language and Composition after 
Mr. Justin Daigle, English teacher, falls to the ground after 
singing a Gatsby parody “A Man Named Gatz” to the music 
of “All That Jazz” during Cohort B/D in April. “I was already 
excited to read ‘The Great Gatsby,’ but the moment he started 
his performance I was just so excited, and it reminded me of 
what class was like before Covid,” Scarpantonio said. ONCE 
A BULLDOG, ALWAYS A BULLDOG. Former city mayor and 
retired marketing teacher, Ken Kreutzer waves at the crowd 
after Athletic Director Lindsey Solano honors him with a 
plaque for 30 years of service as the high school football 
announcer during halftime of the Erie High School game on 
Oct. 30. Kreutzer graduated from the high school in 1978 and 
began announcing at football games in 1990. photos by j. bishop

LOOKING TO ADVANCE. Staring up at the referee, 
Dylan BravoPacker ’23 holds his opponent Geoffrey 
Freeman ’22 of Chaparral High School down on the 
mat in the second period of the 220-pound semifinals 
in CHSAA State Wrestling Tournament, March 13. 
BravoPacker used a five-point move early in the 
third period to beat Freeman 10-5 to move onto the 
championship match against Pomona’s Franklin Cruz 
’21, where he lost to Cruz. “It never feels good when 
you lose. Coming in second is an accomplishment, but I 
am just going to keep working to get back here and win 
first,” BravoPacker said. “I have been in this sport since I 
was four years old and my parents have pictures of me 
wrestling on the mat.” photo by j. bishop

LET’S HANG TOGETHER. Kirby Federocko ’21 and 
Tristan Sorenson ’21 sit back on Federocko’s hammock 
in the student parking lot during the Senior Sunrise event 
organized by the seniors on Sept. 1. Federocko and Sorenson 
parked their cars next to each other and hung the hammock 
through each of their sunroofs. ”I bought the hammock 
because we had the idea of stringing it up between the cars 
while we watched the sunrise. It started as a joke with me 
and Tristan, and then because we got there first, we moved 
our cars and strung them together,” Federocko said. HERE’S 
THE PITCH. Right-hand pitcher Kasey Dean ‘23 throws a 
pitch toward home plate to catcher Caitlin Fabel ’21 during 
the top of the third in the Dave Sanders Tournament at 
Aurora Sports Complex on Sept 11. The Lady Dawgs lost 
to the Ponderosa Mustangs 3-5. “As a pitcher, I feel the 
responsibility to do my job of getting three outs in the inning, 
so we can get back out on the field offensively to drive in 
some runs,” Dean said. BEFORE YOU CAN ENTER.  Walking 
into the Main Lobby doors with her twin sister, Iris Frese 
‘22 behind her, Lillian Frese ‘22 stops as Assistant Principal 
Jenelle Weaver checks her temperature with a thermometer 
before letting her go to her first period during the afternoon 
of Cohort C on Sept. 3. Students had to complete a Google 
form specifying they had no Covid-19 symptoms before 
entering their assigned grade level door to complete the 
health screening process. “I don’t really mind the health 
screenings each day because we get into school pretty 
quickly. Honestly, it’s a daily thing now,” Frese said. “It is just 
the new normal.” photos by j. bishop

F R O M  T H E  C O V E R
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