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Let’s face it. Our world was turned
upside down this year. After the dust of
the spring and summer quarantine
settled, we came back cautiously to a
hybrid school year with 1st, 3rd and 5th
hours during guarter 1, and 2nd, 4th
and 6th hours during quarter 2. We will
be telling stories about our A, B or C
designations for years to come. Would
the world be back to normal by
Thanksgiving? By winter break? By
semester’s end? In mid-November, the
Covid-19 cases in Washingion county
rose enough to send us back into
distance learning for the winter, and
Zoom classes became the viable method
to connect with our teachers. *“You’re on
mute” b the most
discussion comment., We saw the
interiors of our teachers’ and peers’
homes, and the antics of our classmates®
pets became the highlighu of our
isalated days. A shift in political
leadership did not necessarily bring
much-needed unity to l.h;s ﬂﬂl.l.:ll.l‘}f. The
pandemic tossed many obstacles in our
paths, academically, mentally and
spiritunlly: delayed sports seasons,
no homecoming, no fans, no live
nudicnces, no after-school club meetings,
and the list could go on until the last
mﬁuﬂlﬁs book. Luckily, this is s
book, This is the kind of year a
book like this is made for. It's going to
show how we kept our eyes on the prize.
How we made it through our most
challenging academic year. How we kept
focused on doing our best, focused on
what really matters - our health, our
families and friends. We kept clicking on
the Zoam link, knowing in our hearts we
would eventually land
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This was a year when every teacher in the
district felt like a first-year teacher. A year
when students missed out on normal mile-
stone events and struggled to succeed in a
Zoom universe. Then, a light at the end of
the tunnel faintly appeared. After Governor
Tim Walz announced that schools could
return to in-person learning as early as
March 8, the Stillwater school district
committed to returning by that dale, even
though two weeks remained in the third
quarter. Coming back turned out to be a
warm-up for 4th quarter. Students got used
to the bullding again, and teachers got used
to having students in their classrooms. Many
chose (o remain on distance leaming, so in-
person classes didn't really change where
teachers sal - in front of their computers,
Zooming with the at-home studeats. The
couniry was now under new leadership:
President Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris, the first female vice-
prezident in history. Biden pushed for the
vaccination roll out, and the majority of the
state's essential and education workers were
vaccinaied in February and March. Spring
brought increased Covid cases as new
varinnts of the virus appearcd worldwide,
and student infections spiked locally in the
first weeks of April. We weren't out of this
yet. We had to stay the course. So, Covid
protocols continued. The prom committee
planned an event at Pony Stadium for mid-
June to ensure that Covid would not cancel
this event a second time. Seniors finished
college applications and received acceptance
letters for an uncertain upcoming school
year. Underclass students were just lrying to
make it through the semester. But a distinct
feeling of hope persisted at the end of the
year - a year when connections were more
important than curriculum. A year to
remember that we landed
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