
“No athletic team or sport designated for females, 
women or girls shall be open to students of the male 
sex, as assigned at birth,” states Senate Bill 781. 

The “Save Women’s Sports Act” was passed on 
Wednesday, April 25, by a 93-14 vote in the Missouri 
House of Representatives. The bill was scheduled to 
be perfected in front of the Senate Tuesday, April 26.

Introduced by Republican Senator Mike Moon, 
the act pertains to middle, high school and collegiate 
sports and states that schools that allow transgender 
women on their female sports team will not receive 
any state funding.

Chuck Bayse, Republican representative, argues 
that because males are biologically “superior” to 
females, transgender women would have an unfair 
advantage in sports.

Excluding trans women from sports further ex-
cludes them, which, in turn, makes them more suscep-
tible to discrimination. 

The Missouri State High 
School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) already requires 
trans athletes to undergo hor-
mone therapy for one year to 
balance out the biological differ-
ences before they are permitted 
to compete. 

However, hormone therapy 
is not always an option for trans-
gender women. It can be costly and difficult to attain 
without parental involvement. 

This requirement is a strain on transgender wom-
en and also ineffective as transgender women under-
going hormone therapy do not have an advantage on 
the field. 

According to a study conducted by the British 
Journal of Sports Medicine, transgender men and 
women who underwent hormone therapy while en-
listed in the U.S. Air Force found that after a year of 
hormone treatments, trans women had no advantage 

in the amount of push ups and sit ups they performed 
in a minute over their cis gendered counterparts. 
The study also found that trans women reduced their 
speed advantage in a 1.5 mile run from 21 percent to 
12 percent.

Additionally, the field of athletics is all about bi-
ological advantages. Some athletes are taller, stronger 
and faster than others of their same level regardless of 
gender or assigned sex at birth. 

Runner Usain Bolt has longer legs than the av-
erage person, allowing for longer strides. Swimmer 
Michael Phelps is double-jointed, giving him a greater 
range of motion than other swimmers. These athletes, 
despite having significant biological advantages, are 
not protested against the same as transgender women.

MSHSAA’s Communications Director Jason West 
said until an official decision on the bill is made, they 
will follow the rules outlined in the MSHSAA hand-

book.
“There really hasn’t been 

anything similar that has happened 
before,” West said. “As of right now, 
MSHSAA will adhere to its current 
guidelines in the handbook but if 
state law changes, we will follow 
suit.”

There have only been two trans 
women who have conformed to 
MSHAA standards to compete in 

Missouri in the last 10 years.
Transgender athletes are the same as their cis 

counterparts; they want their opportunity to work 
hard, compete and have fun in their respective sport. 
They are people, and they deserve a right to enjoy 
sports in an environment that supports them.

Missouri lawmakers must be held accountable for 
their prejudice toward the trans community. Students 
must use their voice to communicate their malcontent 
to state lawmakers to prevent this legislature from 
becoming law.
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SPEAK OUT
WHAT DO YOU LOOK FOR IN 

A CLUB OFFICER?

TOMMY COOPER, 
freshman

MADDIE GWINNER,
senior

STEPHEN HANKINS,
principal

KAIYA HIRABAYASHI,
sophomore

KARIM ELBESHBESHY,
junior

“I look for someone 
who is very smart and 

educated. They do 
what’s right for the 
school and are very 

school spirited.”

“The most important 
thing for me is 

not qualifications, 
because I think most 
of the time everyone 
running is qualified. 

Personally, what they 
want to do going 

forward with the club 
is most important.”

“I look for someone 
who is nice and 

smart. They have 
to have some 

personality and can’t 
be boring.”

“Good moral 
character: they 

need to be a good 
example for others. 
Honesty, integrity, 
respectfullness and 
hard work. People 

who are dedicated to 
Marquette.”

“Honestly, some of 
it comes from who I 
know because I can 

trust them. Also, what 
they do outside of 
school. People who 
list their credentials 
are always better.”

Let transgender athletes play
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EDITORIAL

War isn’t funny. It never was supposed to be. It 
is understandable that many people use jokes as a 
coping mechanism, pretty much everyone has at one 
point or another. Comedy can shine a light on even 
the darkest of situations and make them easier to 
talk about or handle. Despite this, the topic of war 
is seriously controversial and a sensitive subject on 
several fronts. For one, war divides nations — and not 
just the nations fighting in it. It can cause economical 
issues as well as tremendous fear looming over citi-

zens in all areas. There is talk everywhere about the 
Russia-Ukraine crisis which has now turned into a 
war. Imagine how non-native citizens of the U.S. and 
other countries not currently involved in the situa-
tion feel about it? They could have family in those 
countries, or friends. Joking doesn’t keep anybody 
safe. It is a temporary fix at best. It is hurtful and 
insensitive to the world at worst.

- Ava Smith, freshman

War jokes are in bad taste
Letter to the Editor


