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ILLUSTRATION BY AUDREY NGUYEN

How cult cinema’s favorite filmmaker crafts his characters unlike any other.
COLUMN by Aidan Bryant

 AUTEUR THEORY

PAUL SCHRADER AND 
THE END OF THE WORLD

to this world?” was a major quote and 
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veterans, especially recently. The trope of Americans 
going to another country, destroying it, and coming 
home to cry is not present here. Tell is adamant that 
there is no forgiveness for what he has done. Even 

the theater not knowing what to feel. 

than it does now. Being alive today is living in a 

The guilt Tell carries with him is something that 
he cannot change. The guilt of what we did in Iraq, 
in Afghanistan, and in countless South American 
countries is something that we cannot change. We do 

ending. When there is no forgiveness, what are 
we supposed to do? 

has to make you happy, and every character we 

like 
ring

updated for the time we live in. Not in his language, 

is actively imploding from the moment we meet him. 

Shrader co-wrote, is a look into the rise and fall 

of clarity that come out through moments of 

William Tell is not imploding. He is not trying 
at all. There was no fall from grace. When we 

Tell covers his hotel rooms in white sheets, making 
every place look the same. We learn he did time 
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from petty criminals to those accused of crimes 

When Schrader shows us what Tell did there, 

lights of the prison, with deafening music and 
screams heard at all times. It feels like Hell. William 
Tell carries this with him every day. And when 

revenge movie. But revenge is satisfying. Tell 

these actions were his alone. He is a product of his 
choices, and nothing can change that. The only thing 
he can do now is make as little impact in the world 

HIS CHARACTERS ARE DOOMED 
BEFORE WE EVEN MEET THEM, 
SET UPON A PATH OF SELF 
DESTRUCTION FROM THE DAY 
THEY WERE BORN.

Auteur Theory is a column in which Aidan Bryant dives 

of yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Read more of Auteur 
Theory on fnewsmagazine.com.


