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‘Where the action is’
A look at what remains unchanged and what has arrived in the beloved downtown space.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The “Is This Heaven? No, It’s the Ped Mall” mural is seen in the Pedestrian Mall in Iowa City on April 8.

Kate Perez
News Reporter

This is the second part of a project series on the Pedestrian 
0DOO��7KH�̀ UVW�SDUW�DSSHDUHG�LQ�The Daily Iowan on March 21.

In the daytime, the Iowa City Pedestrian Mall greets its 
guests with art. 

To the left of the entrance located at the intersection of 
Clinton and College Streets is a bright blue mural from 2014, 
painted on the exterior wall of local frozen yogurt shop, Yo-
topia. The cow depicted near the end of the artwork smiles.

In the middle of the walkway is a bronze sculpture of three 
jazz musicians from 2001. The metal gleams in the moments 
just before the sun disappears behind the Old Capitol Mall.

Move deeper within, and the Weatherdance Fountain leads 
the way into the Ped Mall’s heart. Children can be seen zig-
zagging through the shooting streams of the fountain, which 
was added in 1999, on a warm summer day.

At the Dubuque Street entrance, a 2020 mural of animals 
DURXQG�D� FDPSˋUH�E\�'UHZ�(WLHQQH�ZHOFRPHV�SHGHVWULDQV�
entering the mall through the tunnel. A quick turn toward 
Washington Street from there, and one will encounter two 
sculptures of granite and cut glass from 2000. A look back 
toward Linn Street, and there’s a sculpture of a man tying a 
child’s shoe by Jane DeDecker from 2001.

The artistic nature of Iowa City will greet passersby no 
matter which direction they enter the Ped Mall. While physi-
cal art has a home there, the performing arts are represented 

through the various festivals held in the space, like the Iowa 
City Arts Festival. 

At night, the majority of the Ped Mall’s visitors are bar 
crawlers. Admirers of art are replaced by people standing in a 
long, laughing line to enter Roxxy located on the southwest 
side. Music streams from the Field House bar located in the 
northeast area.

Music can be heard from every corner of the Ped Mall, 
provided by entertainers with guitars or saxophones seeking 
a tip. People pass by the mural on the walls of the Graduate 
Hotel near Dubuque Street. Art has been interwoven into the 
Ped Mall for decades.
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The Pedestrian Mall: Past, Present, Future: Part II

Watch for campus and city 
news, weather, and Hawkeye 

sports coverage at

I N S I D E Researchers receive grant to 
decrease discrimination in AI

Extended 
student loan 
freeze means 
more time for 
UI graduates
President Joe Biden’s  
decision to extend the  
freeze will temporarily 
alleviate loan repayment  
for students all over the 
country. 

Kate Perez 
News Reporter

President Joe Biden has extended the 
repayment pause for federal student loan 
borrowers through Aug. 31, giving gradu-
ates of state Board of Regent institutions 
more time to manage their money.  

The repayment pause has been in effect 
since March 2020 but was scheduled to ex-
pire on May 1. In an April 6 statement, Biden 
said the extension to August will help stu-
dent loan borrowers avoid economic hard-
ship, delinquencies, and defaults.

“That additional time will assist borrow-
HUV� LQ� DFKLHYLQJ�JUHDWHU�ˋQDQFLDO� VHFXULW\�
DQG�VXSSRUW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQȢV�
efforts to continue improving student loan 
programs,” the statement reads. “As part of 
WKLV� WUDQVLWLRQ�� WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFD-
WLRQ� ZLOO� RIIHU� DGGLWLRQDO� ˌH[LELOLWLHV� DQG�
support for all borrowers.”

At the University of Iowa, the freeze 
affects mostly former students who have 
already graduated. Cindy Seyfer, UI assis-
WDQW�SURYRVW�DQG�GLUHFWRU�RI�VWXGHQW�̀ QDQ-
cial aid, said the extended freeze will help 
them manage the interest that goes along 
with the loans.

“Their interest isn’t accumulating, and, 
for many students, that can be almost the 

Arabia Parkey 
News Reporter

University of Iowa research-
ers are examining discriminative 
TXDOLWLHV� RI� DUWLˋFLDO� LQWHOOLJHQFH�
and machine learning mod-
els, which are likely to be unfair 
against one’s race, gender, or oth-
er characteristics based on pat-
terns of data. 

The UI research team received 
an $800,000 grant, funded jointly 
by the National Science Foun-
dation and Amazon, to decrease 
the possibility of discrimination 
through machine learning algo-
rithms. 

The three-year grant is split be-

tween the UI and Louisiana State 
University. 

According to Microsoft, ma-
FKLQH� OHDUQLQJ� PRGHOV� DUH� ˋOHV�
WUDLQHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�VSHFLˋF�W\SHV�
of patterns. 

Qihang Lin, UI associate profes-
sor in the department of business 
analytics and grant co-investiga-
tor, said his team wants to make 
machine learning models fairer 
ZLWKRXW�VDFULˋFLQJ�DQ�DOJRULWKPȢV�
accuracy. 

“People nowadays in [the] aca-
GHPLF�ˋHOG�ODGGHU��LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�
enforce fairness in your machine 
learning outcome, you have to 
VDFULˋFH� WKH� DFFXUDF\�ȥ� /LQ� VDLG��
“We [somewhat] agree with that, 

but we want to come up with an 
approach that [does] trade-off 
PRUH�HIˋFLHQWO\�ȥ

Lin said discrimination created 
by machine learning algorithms is 
seen disproportionately predict-
ing rates of recidivism, a convict-
ed criminal’s tendency to re-of-
fend, for different social groups. 

“For instance, let’s say we 
look at in U.S. courts, they use 
a software to predict what is the 
chance of recidivism of a con-
victed criminal and they realize 
that that software, that tool they 
use, is biased because they pre-
dicted a higher risk of recidivism 
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Larry Phan/The Daily Iowan
University of Iowa researcher Tianbao Yang poses for a portrait at his desk on April 8.

A team of University of Iowa researchers received $800,000
from Amazon and the National Science Foundation to limit

discriminatory effects of machine learning algorithms.

Heartlanders growing 
hockey in new market 

The Iowa Heartlanders, a 
first-year franchsie that plays 
its games at Xtream Arena in 
Coralville, is making efforts in 
the local Iowa City market to 
grow the popularity of hockey in 
an area dominated by Hawkeye 
Athletics. 

Biden waives E15 summer 
sale restrictions
President Joe Biden visited Menlo, 
Iowa, on Tuesday, saying his deci-
sion to allow E15 summer sales will 
lower prices at the gas pump. Read 
online for a story and a fact check 
on his visit.
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While the area has un-
dergone change, the mem-
ories made in the Ped Mall 
have not wavered. It’s the 
promise of good times in 
a highly decorated space 
that keeps people coming 
back — but the area has 
adapted in many ways to 
retain its beauty.

The four sculptures were 
added to the Ped Mall be-
tween 2000 and 2001, after 
the area’s 1999 renovations 
were completed. According 
to a 2013 article by The Daily 
Iowan,  the Iowa City Public 
Arts Program funded the 
creation of the four sculp-
tures, the Weatherdance 
fountain, and the Iowa Ave-
nue Literary walk. 
7KH�ˋUVW�SLHFH�RI�DUW�WKDW�

resulted from the 2000s 
project that people often 
interact with is “Jazz” by 
Gary Alsum. Located near 
the East College and Clin-
ton Streets entrance, Alsum 
told the DI the sculpture 
was inspired by the annual 
Iowa City Jazz Festival. 

“I work with the National 
Sculptors Guild, and it was 
a project that was on their 
radar … We talked about it 
and got a little bit of simi-
lar ideas of what happens 
in Iowa City,” Alsum said. 
“One of the things that was 
mentioned was the Jazz 
Festival. I thought, ‘Oh, that 
would be kind of fun to do 
jazz musicians.’”

The sculpture took Alsum 
about three months to com-
plete, he said. The artwork 
originally only featured two 
jazz musicians, a trumpet 
and saxophone player, but 
he decided to add a third 
player on the drums to bal-
ance the piece. 

The sculpture’s dimen-
sions are not accurately 
life-sized. 

“It’s about 10 percent 
larger than life,” Alsum said. 
“It was pretty crazy sculpt-
ing, especially the saxo-
phone. I had gotten to know 
that instrument pretty well 
and had to lay on my back to 
do some of it.”

“Jazz” is one of just sev-
en editions of the piece in 
existence, and Alsum said 
he is proud of his work that 
remains in the Ped Mall.

“It’s just a real honor to 
think that something I’ve 
done is out there and that’s 
one I’m still really happy 
with,” he said.

On the opposite side 
of the Ped Mall, a bronze 
sculpture faces the play-
ground outside the Iowa 
City Public Library. “The 
Ties That Bind” by DeDeck-
er depicts a father crouch-
ing down to tie his son’s 
shoe for him.
7KH� ˋQDO� WZR� SLHFHV� RI�

art placed in the Ped Mall 
following the 1999 renova-
tions are “Solar Marker” and 
“Balance,” both by Chris-
toph Spath. According to 
the online art map by Iowa 
City’s Public Art Advisory 
Committee, the sculptures 
were chosen through a pub-
lic selection process. 

The pieces formerly re-
sided in Black Hawk Mini 
Park in the Ped Mall, but  
they were moved in 2019 
during the area’s most re-
cent renovation to their 
current locations near As-
pen Leaf Frozen Yogurt and 
DC’s Sports Bar. 

The renovations began 
in 2018 on Dubuque Street 
and ended with changes to 
College Street in October 
2019. 

Scott Sovers, Iowa City 
assistant city engineer, said 
the 2018-19  Ped Mall proj-
ect intended to replace ag-
ing infrastructure and make 
the area more ADA compli-
ant.

“There were quite a few 
areas where the slopes on 
the existing pavements 
were out of spec in regards 
to making it ADA com-
pliant,” Sovers said. “Of 
course, there’s areas even 
today where there’s some 
civic challenges, where we 
had to put some stairs in, 
EXW�ZH�GLG�VLJQLˋFDQWO\�LP-
prove the accessibility with-
in the entire Ped Mall.” 

During the 2018-19 ren-
ovations, the city replaced 
all the brick in the Ped Mall 
and placed a concrete slab 
underneath. Sovers said 
the Ped Mall project origi-
nally called for spot repair 
work, but the city decided 
to replace all the brick when 
they realized some bricks 
did not match others in the 
area. 

“It’s like, OK, we could 
replace some of the bricks 
in the paving that are in 
bad shape, but it’s not going 
to match everything else,” 
Sovers said. “We decided 
at that time it made sense: 
‘Hey, let’s just completely 
overhaul everything and get 
it done once, and then we 
don’t have to touch it for a 
number of years.’”

According to Sovers, the 
same project included:

•  The replacement of 
a majority of the un-
derground existing 
public utilities

• Removal and rein-
stallation of lime-
stone planters

•  Removal of trees 
reaching the end of 
their life and plant-
ing new trees in their 
place

• New electrical light-
ing work and up-
lighting of the trees

•  Construction of a 
new performance 
stage in front of the 

Graduate Hotel
•  Renovation of the 

W e a t h e r d a n c e 
Fountain’s working 
components, the ad-
dition of lights, and 
upgrading to a mini 
pool system that 
recycles the water 
by using an under-
ground storage tank

While the project moved 
the sculptures out of Black 
Hawk Mini Park, Sovers 
said, the city put in footings 
in the open space where the 
art was for a future shade 
structure, under which 
people can relax out of the 
sun’s reach. 

“There was quite a bit of 
interest in providing a shade 
structure in Black Hawk 
Mini Park,” Sovers said. 
“Unfortunately, because of 
budget, we weren’t able to 
add that shade structure.
The thought is, some point 
down the road when we get 
the budget for it, we could 
add it.”

The city opted to create 
two brick story walls during 
WKH�UHQRYDWLRQV��7KH�ˋUVW�LV�
the “A Mark was Made” pan-
el at the southeast corner of 
Black Hawk Mini Park. The 
approximately 8-foot by 29-
foot wall bears the names 
of people who have shaped 
DQG�LQˌXHQFHG�,RZD�&LW\�

The second wall faces the 
Clinton Street entrance to 
the Ped Mall and has the 
poem “Writers in a Cafe” 
by Marvin Bell inscribed 
on it. According to the wall, 
%HOO��ZKR�ZDV�WKH�ˋUVW�3RHW�
Laureate of Iowa and a pro-
fessor at the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, wrote the poem 
when Iowa City became a 
UNESCO City of Literature 
in 2008. 

Despite the Ped Mall’s 
renovations, much of 
its art has remained un-
touched, including the 
mural of the Yotopia Fro-
zen Yogurt that faces the 
“Writers in a Cafe” piece. 

The mural, which was 
painted in 2014 and is 
named “Is This Heaven? No, 
It’s the Ped Mall,” was com-
missioned by Yotopia owner 
Veronica Tessler. 

Tessler said she wanted 
a mural to brighten up the 
then-blank wall and for the 
piece to be a visual welcome 
to the area.

“Over the years, [the wall] 
KDG� EHHQ� JUDIˋWLHG� D� FRX-
ple of times… so I was like 
‘Maybe that’s not the look 
we want for the entrance 
to our beloved Pedestrian 
Mall,’” Tessler said. “I just 
kind of got this idea stuck 
ZLWK�PH�� ,�ZDQW� WR�ˋQG�DQ�
artist to do something big 
on here.”

The idea to depict the 
farmland from which Yoto-
pia sources its yogurt came 
to Tessler in Hawkeye, Iowa. 
Tessler said the mural helps 

make the connection be-
tween the “beautiful, rural 
part of Iowa” to a brick-and-
mortar store. 

Tessler commissioned 
local artist and University 
of Iowa art educator Megan 
Dehner to paint the mural, 
which took three weeks to 
complete. 

Dehner said the support 
that businesses provide lo-
cal artists keeps art alive 
and well in Iowa City. 

“Local businesses like 
Yotopia and owners like 
[Tessler], they really are 
the lifeblood of helping 
downtown thrive and sup-
porting artists and the 
community,” Dehner said. 
“Art helps amplify the vi-
brancy in the voices that 
are already here, so why 
don’t we want lots of it?”

Dehner said she is glad 
her work is still available for 
the public to enjoy. 

“It obviously is a form of 
ownership that I feel very 
honored to have, and it 
feels warm and fuzzy and 
really nice to be able to say 
that people are looking at 
something that hopefully 
brings them a smile as they 
walk a place that always 
gives me a reason to smile,” 
Dehner said. 

The newest addition to 
the Ped Mall’s art scene 
LV� WKH� Ȥ&DPSˋUH� 6WRULHVȥ�
mural  by Drew Etienne, a 
UI visiting professor in the 
School of Art and Art His-
tory. The mural painted on 
the new Dubuque Street 
entrance to the Ped Mall 
depicts various animals lis-
tening to stories.  

Down the street from 
Ȥ&DPSˋUH� 6WRULHVȥ� LV� WKH�
newly opened Riverside 
Theatre location at 119 E. 
College St., the result of 
the longstanding theater’s 
recent move from its old 
location on Gilbert Street. 
Formerly housing the Soap 
Opera, which closed in 
2015, the 1890s era building 
is once again home to live 
theatre.
5LYHUVLGH� RIˋFLDOO\�

opened in the location in 
January after partnering 
with the Tailwind Group, 
which began development 
on the College, Crescent, 
and Dooley Block buildings 
in 2021.

Adam Knight, Riverside 
Theatre producing artistic 
director, said the partner-
ship allowed the theater 
to dream big about what it 
wanted in the new location.

“It gave us, from a geo-
graphic perspective, a 
chance to be where the ac-
tion is, to be in the center of 

what’s already this burgeon-
ing arts district in the heart 
of downtown and to be a 
player in that,” Knight said. 

While the Englert The-
atre and FilmScene have 
been located in central Iowa 
City for years, Knight said 
the addition of a stage pro-
duction theater is import-
ant.

“We now think of Iowa 
City as the ‘Greatest Small 
City for the Arts,’ and a 
great city for the arts needs 
the performing arts— needs 
a great theater,” Knight 
said. “Placing a professional 
theater in the center of that 
district was an important 
statement to make.” 

Riverside’s location al-
lows the theater to tap into 
the “civic identity” the Ped 
Mall creates, Knight said. 

“[The Ped Mall] connects 

us to people that maybe 
come from different plac-
es or have different back-
grounds than ourselves,” 
Knight said. “It creates that 
kind of communal spirit, 
and that’s what the arts do. 
They provide identity, they 
provide local stories and lo-
cal opportunities for people 
to tell their stories. The arts 
are what make cities great.” 

The new Riverside The-
atre location is about 25 
percent larger than its old 
space on Gilbert Street and 
has seated sizable audienc-
es, Knight said. He feels “re-
ally strong” about the orga-
nization’s audience and the 
prospect of higher turnouts 
as spring arrives. 

In the same block lies 
Roxxy. The bar, which 
opened in November 2021, 
resides at 125 E. College St. 

PED MALL
Continued from Front

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The Weatherdance Fountain is seen at the Pedestrian Mall in Iowa City on April 8.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The outside of the Riverside Theatre is seen in the Pedestrian Mall in Iowa City on April 8.
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http://nodoiowacity.com
http://www.chomp.delivery
http://artifacts-iowacity.com
http://tech-assoc.com
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in the College Block build-
ing, next to the space Union 
Bar once occupied. 

Before Roxxy, Manager 
Tetyana Kedyk ran Mar-
tini’s, which was at the 
same location. 

“The spot was kind of al-
ways important to me, and 
I always watched it, kind 
RI�� ˌRXULVK� DQG� WKHQ� GLH�
down with COVID and ev-
erything,” Kedyk said. “It’s 
just been nice to see the 
space being brought back to 
life again and people use it 
again around town.”

Being located in the 
Ped Mall brings in a lot of 
customers for Roxxy, Ke-
dyk said.

“We have a prime loca-
tion, in my opinion,” she 
said. “We’ll get a lot of 
foot traffic from football 
games and just student 
life in general. I think if 
we were anywhere else, 
that probably wouldn’t be 
the same outcome.”

Kedyk said the bar has 
garnered a lot of great feed-
back. People have enjoyed 
going into the bar and see-
ing its transformation from 
the old space to the new 
space, she said.

“It’s nice being able to see 
the space get a fresh coat of 
paint and just put some life 
and love into it, making it 
something new again,” Ke-
dyk said.

While Roxxy may be new 
to Iowa City and the Ped 

Mall, its neighbor down the 
block has a history in the 
Ped Mall. Field House has 
been located in the area 
since it opened in 1975. 

According to an August 
1975 article by the DI, the 
Field House was “Iowa 
City’s newest bar.” Original-
ly located at 111 E. College 
St., the longtime Hawkeye 
favorite now inhabits 118 S. 
Dubuque St.

Field House Gener-
al Manager Nick Miller 
wrote in an email to the DI 
that his company bought 
the business in 2003 when 
it was still located on Col-
lege Street.  

“We operated at that 
location for about 8 years 
before moving the busi-
ness to Dubuque Street,” 
he wrote. “The main rea-
son for moving was we 
were unable to come to 
terms on a new lease.”

At that point, the Field 
House opted to be located 
in the Ped Mall, where it 
originated. 

“We knew we wanted to 
stay in the Ped Mall be-
cause it is close to campus 
and gets heavy foot traf-
ˋF�ȥ� 0LOOHU� ZURWH�� Ȥ%HLQJ�
LQ� WKH� 3HG�0DOO� KDV� GHˋ-
nitely helped our busi-
ness over the years.  When 
people think of hot spots 
to go at night, they think 
of the Ped Mall.”

With the Field House’s 
rich history, Miller wrote 

he enjoys hearing how it 
has impacted generations 
of Hawkeyes.

“It is nice to hear sto-
ries from alumni that come 
back to Iowa City and talk 
about all the fun and crazy 
times they had at the Field 
House,” he wrote. “I hope to 
keep hearing those stories 
for years to come.”

Though the Field House 
remains majorly un-

changed, the Ped Mall will 
continue to see new devel-
opments. As previously re-
ported in 2021, the Tailwind 
Group was awarded $12.25 
million in tax increment 
ˋQDQFLQJ� UHEDWHV� IRU� WKH�
development of spaces in 
the College, Crescent, and 
Dooley Block buildings. 

The $56 million project 
came after the group ap-
proached the city to buy the 
Union’s old location and 
decided to form a bigger 
project, purchasing the 100 
block of East College Street.  

Wendy Ford, Iowa City 
economic development co-
ordinator, said a reason the 
FLW\�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ� WR� RIIHU�ˋ-
nancial assistance was the 
group’s interest in keeping 
historic buildings the same.

“They came back and 
said, ‘Okay, well, we re-
ally want to save these 
historic buildings because 
we know they are critical 
to the genuine character 
of downtown Iowa City,’” 
Ford said. “They’ve been 
there since 1895.”

Ultimately, the Tailwind 
Group opted to destroy 
the back half of the larger 
buildings to make way for 
the apartment building it 
is currently constructing, 
called “The Nest,” expect-

ed to house residents by 
this fall. 

The group also opted to 
pay a fee in lieu of providing 
affordable housing within 
the complex, which totaled 
to a $1.8 million sum it 
paid to Iowa City that then 
goes toward the Affordable 
Housing Fund. 

Ford said the plans to 
destroy the backs of the 
buildings on College Block 
were also appealing to the 
FLW\�� DV� RIˋFLDOV� FRQVLGHUHG�
the buildings too big for 
businesses. In destroying 
the extra space, the Tail-
wind Group also planned 
to divide up the storefronts 
which could result in more 
leased spaces, she said. 

“After the bars left, those 
spaces were 6,000 square 
IHHW��ZKLFK� LV� DERXW�ˋYH�RU�
six times more square feet 
than most retail businesses 
are interested in,” Ford said. 
“So, they became kind of 
these really unwieldy spac-
es that nobody wanted to 
rent, much less rehab.”  

The city also liked that 
the group wanted to bring 
Riverside Theatre to the 
Ped Mall. 

Though some of the 
spaces developed by the 
Tailwind Group are already 
inhabited by organizations 

like Riverside Theatre and 
Roxxy, more are expected to 
come to Iowa City. 

“The renovations of 
the historic buildings are 
probably three-quarters 
of the way done, is what I 
would guess,” Ford said. “I 
think they’re working on 
the tenant improvements 
for the businesses that will 
be leasing space in those 
buildings and each one has 
a different tenant, so the 
schedules will be different 
depending on that tenant. 
But I would say they’re in 
WKH�ˋQDO�VWDJHV�IRU�VXUH�ȥ�

In Ford’s opinion, build-
ing upon the current foun-
dation of the Ped Mall and 
what it contains is import-
ant keep downtown Iowa 
City authentic. 

“When you can see the 
old 1895 buildings next to 
newer buildings, and see 
that sort of fabric of the 
community that comes to-
gether, that’s really import-
ant,” Ford said. “You have 
to be able to celebrate the 
old and ensure that a lot 
of the old stays, if you’re 
going to allow growth and 
VLJQLˋFDQW�FKDQJH�WR�FRPH��
There’s this trade-off that 
has to be made.”

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu
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Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The outside of The Field House is seen at the Pedestrian Mall in Iowa City on April 8.

Dimia Burrell/The Daily Iowan
The outside of Roxxy is seen at the Pedestrian Mall in Iowa City on April 8.

“It was pretty crazy sculpting, especially the 
saxophone.” 
- Gary Alsum

“Art helps amplify 

the vibrancy in 

the voices that are 

already here,” 

- Megan Dehner

“I want to find an 
 artist to do some-

thing big on here.”
- Veronica Tessler
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Opinions
Sustainability knowledge creates 

impactful citizens 

Globally, an estimated 
97 million more people are 
living on less than $1.90 a 
day because of COVID-19, 
and climate change con-
tinues  to cause extreme 
record-breaking weather 
events in different parts 
of the world. It is no secret 
that we live in a world rid-
dled with issues that neg-
DWLYHO\�LQˌXHQFH�GLIIHUHQW�
aspects of society. 

However, the Univer-
sity of Iowa Undergradu-
ate Student Government 
backing the implemen-
tation of a sustainability 
general-education re-
quirement gives me hope 
that the students of today 
will become the much 
needed change makers 
of tomorrow. A sustain-
ability course would be 
EHQHˋFLDO��DV�LW�ZLOO�LPEXH�
in students the capacities 
necessary to engage with 
real-world problems.

Contrary to regular 
discussion-based class-
es, sustainability classes 
assume a project-based 
approach that direct-

ly involves students in 
the solution formulation 
process, teaching them 
skills and values that 
transcend the four cor-
ners of a classroom. This 
is relevant because news 
outlets in Iowa have re-
cently reported on con-
cerning issues regarding 
social and environmental 
affairs.

For instance, it was 
reported that expand-
ed Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits have 
ended, greatly reducing 
the amount of food that 
can be distributed to 
families in need. Though 
SNAP will still supply 
provisions, the reduced 
budget will make short-
ages more prevalent for 
the 141,000 households 
in Iowa that rely on it.

In addition, scientists 
have reported that envi-
ronmental circumstanc-
es are worsening, as the 
methane present in the 
atmosphere increased 
by a record amount. As 
a powerful greenhouse 
gas, methane’s continued 
abundance will lead to 
rapid global heating, and 
thus, more severe climate 
change. 

Based on these two is-
sues alone, it is clear that 
we need citizens who are 
motivated and capable of 
conceptualizing sustain-

able projects that seek to 
improve society’s current 
circumstance; it is our ed-
ucational institution’s job 
to create those citizens. 
How? Through sustain-
ability courses. 

First, a study on the 
effectiveness of environ-
mental literacy classes 
showed that taking even 
one course before grad-
uation increased a stu-
dent’s awareness of en-
vironmental problems 
and their willingness to 
participate in addressing 
them. 

Additionally, the results 
of a study providing 88 
university students with 
pre-tests and post-tests 
regarding environmen-
tally responsible behavior   
concluded that students 
who have taken an envi-
ronmental literacy course 
H[KLELW�VLJQLˋFDQWO\�PRUH�
environmentally respon-
sible capacities in com-
parison to students who 
did not, indicating the 
necessity of sustainabili-
ty gen-eds in educational 
institutions. 

In essence, sustainabil-
ity education encourages 
social action to make a 
positive difference. 

Second, in pro-
gram-based courses, 
there are personal bene-
ˋWV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�VNLOO�GH-
velopment. Sustainability 
education improves one’s 

ability to communicate 
and lead, providing stu-
dents with the capacity 
to work collaboratively 
with others toward a com-
mon goal, such as ending 
hunger in a small area or 
improving literacy in a 
neighborhood. 

Lastly, late adolescence 
is an important stage in 
identity and judgment 
development. Hence, col-
leges communicating the 
relevance of sustainabili-
ty with their students and 
establishing the mind-

set of having to develop 
sustainable solutions to 
issues will play a pivotal 
role in their level of so-
cial responsibility in the 
future.

For these reasons, USG 
is correct in backing the 
implementation of a sus-
tainability gen-ed re-
quirement. There are just 
some things you cannot 
teach through discussions 
in a classroom. 

Alongside other people, 
I had to design a sustain-
able solution to improp-

er waste management 
and unemployment in a 
certain community four 
years ago, as a require-
ment for seniors in high 
school. The experience 
of interacting with locals 
and determining the best 
way to help them through 
collaborative research 
made me feel like I was 
making a difference.

Every student should 
get to experience solving 
real-world problems.

 
kyletristan-ortega@uiowa.edu

The University of Iowa Undergraduate Student Government backing the implementation of a sustainability gen-ed 
requirement is an important step in developing future-oriented students.

IC ready to celebrate
 National Poetry Month

Don’t gloss over the 
value of internships 

 It is National Poetry Month, and the Iowa City commu-
nity has a lot to offer for celebration.

Yassie Buchanan    
Opinions Columnist 

April is National Poetry Month, and 
whether you are interested in poetry or 
QRW�� ,RZD�&LW\�ZLOO�EH�ˋOOHG�ZLWK�HQJDJLQJ�
opportunities to celebrate. National Poet-
ry Month started in 1996 to recognize the 
contributions poets and poetry make to our 
culture. 

Iowa City is a UNESCO City of Literature, 
the third one in the world, which is a desig-
nation few cities receive globally. Iowa City 
was chosen by the UNESCO as a rich literary 
and cultural center.  

Much of the reason Iowa City is honored 
with being a UNESCO City of Literature 
is because of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 
ZKHUH� WKH�ˋUVW� FUHDWLYH�ZULWLQJ�GHJUHH�ZDV�
established. However, numerous other crite-
ria must be met. 

Iowa City was also approved as a UNESCO 
City of Literature because of its robust and 
diverse range of literary opportunities. Iowa 
City contains everything from publishing 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� QXPHURXV� QRQSURˋWV� WKDW�
have dedicated their efforts to uplifting art 
in the community.  
,�ZRUN�ZLWK� WKH�QRQSURˋW� ,RZD�&LW\� 3R-

etry, which will host several events this 
month. For example, there will be a poetry 
party at the Iowa City Poetry Lending Li-
brary, with a poetry swap, food, and oppor-
tunities to meet local artists. Later in the 
month, there will be workshops as well as 
outdoor literary readings through the Poet-
ry Al Fresco event.  

Prairie Lights will host the Iowa City Read-

ing Aloud Group for the presentation of “The 
World We Found” and “The World We Made.” 
This event will highlight nature and the en-
vironment through poetry.  

As an English and creative writing major, 
I have been able to share and hear stories 
from a multitude of people on campus. Con-
sistently being able to read and share stories 
with my peers has been a highlight of my 
learning experience and creating commu-
nity. Supporting National Poetry Month in 
Iowa City is a way for everyone to be involved 
in supporting Iowa City arts. 

Apart from being fun and enriching on 
a personal level, events and opportunities 
like these contribute to creating more uni-
ˋHG�DQG�KHDOWK\�FRPPXQLWLHV��%HLQJ�DEOH�WR�
share stories and create meaning as a com-
munity has been shown to provide public 
KHDOWK� EHQHˋWV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� GLVWULEX-
tion of vaccines was often successful when 
paired with art-related events. 

Additionally, through sharing poetry and 
art in general, we can better educate and mo-
bilize as a community for change. In many 
social justice movements, art has played an 
integral role in involving the community. 
We’ve seen this happen in Iowa City with the 
“Oracles of Iowa City” project murals, one of 
which says “Black Joy Needs No Permission.”

It is a privilege to have so many free and 
accessible opportunities to engage with art 
DQG�FUHDWH�D�PRUH�XQLˋHG�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�,RZD�
City.  

Some of my favorite memories on campus 
with my friends involve going to campus 
and community events. From experienc-
ing events like Walk it Out, a multicultural 
fashion show, to attending literary readings 
across the city, I have never regretted engag-
ing in the arts. 

We are privy to some of the greatest writ-
ing opportunities in the world. If you are 
looking for something to do this month, con-
sider how you can engage with National Po-
etry Month events. 

yasmine-buchanan@uiowa.edu     

Turns out, some “entry-level” jobs actually want 
three-plus years of experience. 

Signe Nettum
Opinions Contributor 

Graduation is less than a month away. 
While I cannot wait to throw my hat up 
LQWR�WKH�DLU�DQG�RIˋFLDOO\�FKHFN�Went to 
College off my to-do list, there is one 
thing I absolutely dread. 

Entering the workforce. 
I believed that, with my shiny new 

degrees and the references on my CV, I 
would start working at the lower end of 
companies for which I spent four years 
preparing myself. Instead, I see this 
TXDOLˋFDWLRQ�XQGHU�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\� MRE��
with a few variations:

“3+ years of experience in related 
ˋHOG�ȥ

According to WayUp, an entry-level 
job is a job that “requires minimal pro-
fessional work experience and opens the 
door to larger, work-related opportuni-
ties.”

Speaking from personal experience, I 
believed that my extracurriculars at the 
University of Iowa prepared me for the 
jobs I was applying for, but rejection let-
ters keep showing up in my inbox. From 
the comments I have received about my 
application, they all ask for more expe-
ULHQFH�LQ�WKH�ˋHOG��,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�DQ�LQ-
WHUQVKLS�RU�D�MRE�KLVWRU\�LQ�WKH�ˋHOG��

I spent my time on campus,  at least 
until COVID-19 forced me to be home 
for a year-and-a-half, participating in 
clubs and magazines. I completely for-
got about internships. 

Now, while I would like to believe I 

could dismantle the idea of needing 
three years of experience for an en-
try-level job, I am one person. So, in-
VWHDG�� ,� DP�KHUH� WHOOLQJ�\RX� WR�ˋQG� LQ-
ternships as soon as possible in your 
ˋHOG�RI�LQWHUHVW��

Internships are not just for the school 
year. There are many internships that 
happen during the summer. There are 
also remote internships so you do not 
have to keep yourself geographically 
limited. 

The Pomerantz Career Center has an 
entire webpage devoted to internships 
and how to get them. I did not utilize the 
idea of internships until it was almost too 
late. A lot of the application deadlines for 
summer internships ended in March, but 
many are still on a rolling basis.

I am not here to be gentle with you. 
Sometimes the internship work is gruel-
ing for no pay, but in the end, it is worth 
the payoff when trying to get a higher 
paying job in the workforce. There is no 
such thing as an entry-level job because 
many of them are still asking for years 
of experience, despite being on the low-
end of the corporate food chain. 

Yes, while they will still teach you the 
basics of their working environment, 
most companies want to have someone 
who already knows their way around 
and can throw themselves into the work 
without much of a fuss.

Unpaid internships are one of the 
most helpful things to set you apart 
from others. There are some that do 
pay, I’ve even seen some that pay $15/hr 
— which is crazy in my eyes — that are 
considered a blessing, but at some point, 
the only thing available may be an un-
paid internship. 

In the end, that internship is going to 
save you in the long run. Take it from 
someone who did not do an internship 
and is now paying the price. 

signe-nettum@uiowa.edu

COLUMN

COLUMN COLUMN

Kyle Tristan Ortega
Opinions Columnist

Braden Ernst/The Daily Iowan
Photo Illustration
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Puzzle solutions on page 2A

   

No. 0309

Across

Down

 1 Italian sauce with meat and tomatoes
 5 Person seeking damages
 9 Letter that’s only 25% of the way through the
 Greek alphabet, surprisingly
13 Cheers for banderilleros
14 Martial artist/actor who played the emperor of
 China in 2020’s “Mulan”
15 Good name for an ophthalmologist
16 “You and I should eat that”
18 Salmon, e.g.
19 Force out
20 Flowering plants associated with the Augusta
 National golf course
22 Utter
23 Actress Garr
25 Dating app description
26 Kid at a college bar who seems, to me as a
 bouncer, too young to allow in
32 Palestinian president starting in 2005
34 Place
35 Calendar box
36 Essential point
37 Bill worth billions
39 When most Geminis are born
40 Spoil
41 Dog breed whose coat resembles dreadlocks
42 Drinks at soda shops
43 Easter item that the woman is going to decorate

47 More, in Mexico
48 Short johns?
49 Nowhere to be found, informally
52 Risk territory bordering Siberia
56 Sponsored boys at baptisms
58 Desertlike
59 What the couple dressed in lupine costumes said
61 It’s worth zero in baccarat
62 Gets wind of
63 Land whose prime minister is known as the
 Taoiseach
64 “For Pete’s ___!”
65 Stops waffling
66 Licks, maybe

 1 Hats, so to speak
 2 Siri : Apple :: ___ : Amazon
 3 Seat of Pennsylvania’s Adams County
 4 Losing team in the “Miracle on Ice” hockey game
 5 Harsh
 6 Shoshonean language
 7 Director Kazan
 8 Little Nabisco crackers
 9 Bag brand
10 Great Lakes port
11 Mother of Beyoncé and Solange Knowles
12 Requests

14 Affected by ennui
17 Most Rwandans and Burundians
21 Member of a support staff
24 Impart, as values
27 Dodgers might not pay it
28 “Jeopardy!” impossibility
29 XXX film
30 Speak hysterically
31 Batiking needs
32 High point
33 Talk big
37 “Tell me if you recognize me from just my voice
  and the feel of my hands over your eyes”
38 Last word of the Pledge of Allegiance
39 Middle Brady family daughter
41 Cool, in old slang
42 Botch
44 Photocopy flaw
45 Waiters at busy restaurants might be handed them
46 Declares openly
50 Like helium
51 Sure-footed pack animals
52 Sure-footed pack animals
53 Number that’s often in Italian
54 Sharp twist, as in a hose
55 Remain fresh
57 Whole bunch
60 Tattletale

bigger issue than their 
loan principal because the 
interest just keeps grow-
ing as they’re making 
their payments,” Seyfer 
said. “Ultimately, the total 
amount of their payments 
is considerably more than 
what they borrowed, so 
WKDWȢV�D�UHDO�EHQHˋW�ȥ

She said the freeze is also 
helping students get out of 
default, or when a student 
fails to repay a loan accord-
ing to the terms agreed to in 
the promissory note.

“If a student wanted to 
purchase a car and have 
another kind of loan … they 
wouldn’t be able to get loans 
if they were in default,” Sey-
fer said. “But if they now 
are, their status is going to 
be able to be brought out of 
default. That opens things 
up for that individual.”

The UI hasn’t seen a shift 
in the number of students 
taking out loans, but it has 
seen a reduction in loan 
indebtedness, Seyfer said. 
Now is the best time to take 
a loan out, she said, be-
cause it is at the minimum 
amount due to the freeze. 

Seyfer recommends that 
those who are repaying 
loans continue to prepare 
for when the freeze ends. 

“I would encourage peo-
ple to be taking that mon-
ey that they would have 
normally had to be making 
payments on and putting it 
in a bank account, setting it 
aside so that, as soon as the 
freeze does end, they’ve got 
that money there that they 
can keep or start paying 
with that,” Seyfer said. 

At Iowa State University, 
fewer students are need-

ing to request deferment 
because payments are not 
required. Roberta Johnson, 
,68�GLUHFWRU�RI�ˋQDQFLDO�DLG��
said the number of students 
in need of deferment may 
not be accurate when the 
pause unfreezes.

“The list that we’re 
getting from the various 
services that are showing 
students statuses, right 
now, obviously the num-
ber of students that are 
showing as delinquent 
or in default has dropped 
dramatically, which is 
nice,” Johnson said. “It’s 
a great thing, but it’s just 
not an accurate statistic.”

ISU has not seen an in-
crease in the number of 
students requesting loans, 
Johnson said. 

“Students are coming in 
as they have for decades 
since the student loan pro-
gram was implemented, and 
they are seeking student 
loans to help them to pay 
their cost of going to col-
lege,” Johnson said. “That is 
really no different than it’s 
ever been.”

ISU doesn’t hear feed-
back from students who 
have graduated regarding 
the freeze, Johnson said, but 
she thinks it helps students’ 
lives overall. 

“We don’t hear from a lot 
of our loans that come back 
and say, ‘Oh, I’m so thankful 
that I don’t have to be mak-
ing loan payments,’” John-
son said. “I’m sure it’s sim-
SOLˋHG�WKHLU�OLIH�D�OLWWOH�ELW�ȥ

While the UI and ISU are 
not hearing from former 
students, the University of 
Northern Iowa has created 
a new position for a gradu-
ate assistant that helps with 
communications regarding 
the freeze and repayment, 
and is focused on default 

prevention. 
“With that, we are col-

lecting information on our 
students that have graduat-
ed since the COVID forbear-
ance went into effect,” UNI 
Financial Aid Counselor 
Kaili Benham said.  

Benham said that, since 
the forbearance went into 
effect, UNI has collected 
information on borrow-
ers who struggled before 
the freeze. That way, they 
can touch base with them 
to assure that they under-
stand what options they 
have to be successful with 
repayment. 

The calling system has 
been used multiple times 
when borrowers have re-
ceived UNI reminder re-
payment emails, Benham 
said, but the school would 
still like to see more people 
reach out. 

“We actually have start-
ed to promote the fact that 
we have this grad assistant 
available to really help peo-
ple understand what that 
process is going to look like,” 
Benham said. “We promot-
ed it through our Alumni 
Association newsletter as a 
way to try and connect with 
those students that are gone 
that may have questions.”

UNI has also seen a drop 
in people going into default, 
but Benham is worried 
about numbers changing 
when the freeze ends. 

“I think, if you were to 
look at the data, you would 
see that most of our cohort 
default rates went down this 
year, and we all suspect that 
it will be even further down 
next year,” Benham said. 
“The concern is that it will 
start to rise once repayment 
does start to happen.”

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu 

LOAN FREEZE
Continued from Front

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Photo illustration.
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and University Center
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Website: stpaulic.com - check out our website for a calendar of upcoming events
Facebook: St Pauls Lutheran Chapel and University Center  • Twitter: @StPaulsIowaCity

EASTER SERVICES:
Join us in person or live via our YouTube channel,

St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel Iowa City 
Maundry Thursday - 7:00 PM

Good Friday - 7:00 PM
Easter Sunday - 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

Join us for in person worship and streaming.
April 14    Maundy Thursday  12:10 & 7:00pm
April 15    Good Friday  12:10 & 7:00pm
April 17    Easter Sunday  8:00 & 10:30am

HOLY WEEK              SCHEDULE

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, ELCA - www.gatheredbygrace.org
123 E Market Street  |  Iowa City  |  319.338.2893
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AI
Continued from Front

of African Americans com-
pared to their actual risk of 
recidivism,” Lin said. 

Tianbao Yang, UI asso-
ciate professor of comput-
er science and the grant’s 
principal investigator, said 
the team proposed a col-
ODERUDWLRQ� ZLWK� 1HWˌL[� WR�
encourage fairness in the 
process of recommending 
VKRZV�RU�ˋOPV�WR�XVHUV��

“Here we also want to be 
IDLU� LQ� WHUPV�RI�� IRU� H[DP-
ple, users’ gender, users’ 
race — we want to be fair,” 
Yang said. “We’re also col-
laborating with them to use 
our developed solutions.”

Machine learning algo-
rithm unfairness also oc-
curs in the determination 
of which neighborhoods to 
allocate medical resources 
to, Lin said. 

In this process, Lin said the 
“health” of a neighborhood 
LV� GHWHUPLQHG� E\� H[DPLQ-
ing household spending on 
PHGLFDO�H[SHQVHV��Ȥ+HDOWK\ȥ�
neighborhoods are allocated 

more resources, creating a 
bias against lower-income 
neighborhoods that may 
spend less on medical re-
sources, Lin said. 

“There’s a bad cycle that 
kind of reinforces the knowl-
edge the machines mistaken-
ly have about the relationship 
between the income, medical 
H[SHQVH�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��DQG�WKH�
health,” Lin said. 

Yao Yao, a third-year 
doctoral candidate in the 
UI department of mathe-
matics, is conducting var-
LRXV� H[SHULPHQWV� IRU� WKH�
research team. 

She said the importance 
of the group’s focus is that 
it researches more than the 
reduction of errors in ma-
chine learning algorithm 
predictions. 

“Previously, people only 
focus on how to minimize 
the error, but most times 
we know that the machine 
learning, the AI will cause 
some discrimination,” Yao 
said. “So, it’s very import-
ant because we focus on 
fairness.” 

arabia-parkey@uiowa.edu

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Water softeners in the Iowa City water treatment facility remove turbidity and calcium hardness from the water on 
Tuesday, April 12 2022. As clean water comes to the top it is sent to filters and the turbidity and calcium hardness 
are sent to waste lagoons.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
President Joe Biden speaks during a visit at the POET Bioprocessing ethanol plant in Menlo, Iowa, on Tuesday.

‘Forever chemicals’ not found in IC water
While the Iowa Department of Natural Resources detected harmful forever chemicals in the water supply

of 12 cities, Iowa City was not included in the report. 
Sam Knupp
News Reporter

3HU�� DQG� SRO\ˌXRUR-
alkyl substances (PFAS), 
also known as “forever 
chemicals,” were found 
in the water supply of 12 
Iowa cities — not includ-
ing Iowa City — according 
to the latest details of a 
report from the Iowa De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources. 
,RZD� ZDWHU� H[SHUWV� DUH�

now looking for ways to 
combat chemicals.

PFAS, which are found 
in the bodies of 99 percent 
of Americans, pose mul-
tiple health risks and are 
unregulated in Iowa.

The 12 cities in which 
PFAS were found have a 
combined population of 
more than 400,000 Iowans. 

David Cwiertny, Univer-
sity of Iowa professor of 
civil and environmental 
engineering and director 
of the Center for Health 
Effects of Environmental 
Contamination, said the 
main way to combat PFAS 
OLHV�LQ�WKH�̀ OWUDWLRQ�SURFHVV�

Cwiertny said two main 
ˋOWUDWLRQ�PHWKRGV�LQFOXGH�
using activated carbon 
DQG� D� PHPEUDQH� ˋOWUD-
tion system called reverse 
osmosis — the process of 
removing salt from water.

He said these processes 

can lower the amount of 
PFAS to an undetectable lev-
el, but may not be perfect.

“Some of the newer ver-
sions of these chemicals 
and some of the small-
er structures that these 
newer versions have are 
less susceptible to being 
removed using activated 
carbon,” Cwiertny said.

PFAS are measured 
in parts per trillion. As 
of right now, the U.S. 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency states PFAS 
should stay below 70 parts 
per trillion. The highest 
amount of PFAS found in 
an Iowa water supply was 
12 parts per trillion in 
Camanche. 

Iowa City Water Super-
intendent Jonathan Durst 
said the Iowa City wa-
ter department conducts 
hundreds of tests daily, to 
ensure its product meets 
the federal guidelines of 
the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. 

“We strive for transpar-
ency in everything we do,” 
Durst said. “In terms of 
what we do, we’re vigilant. 
And we’re committed to 
providing a high-quality 
product.”

While the EPA has set a 
standard, Durst said Iowa 
&LW\�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�RIˋFLDO�
regulations on the amount 
of PFAS allowed in drink-

ing water.
Cwiertny said it is a 

mistake how timidly Iowa 
lawmakers have tackled 
the issue of PFAS.

“We could be testing ev-
ery water system instead 
of just a subset,” he said. 
“We could have a targeted 
program for testing pri-
vate wells. We aren’t test-
ing private wells in Iowa. 
Unless it’s groups like my 
center that are doing it.”

According to the EPA, 
PFAS can cause:

• Decreased blood 
pressure and low 
fertility in women

• Kidney, prostate, 
and testicular can-
cer

• Weakened immune 
systems and inter-
ference with the 
body’s natural hor-
mones

• Developmental ef-
fects in children

• Increased choles-
terol and several 
other risks

Cwiertny said he’s un-
sure if Iowa is better off 
than most states because 
people don’t know enough 
about the chemicals. 

“I just think it’s too early 
to say what the story will 
be here in Iowa,” he said.

Lyle Hammes, City of 
Ames water plant super-
intendent, said now that 

PFAS were found in the 
city’s water, the plant has 
tested its wells to get a 
better understanding of 
the situation.

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources detect-
ed nine parts per trillion 
in the Ames water supply.

Hammes said the PFAS 
total is the worst in a well 
QHDU� D� IRUPHU� ˋUHˋJKWHU�
training facility, sitting at 
38 parts per trillion. Foams 
IRXQG�LQ�ˋUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�

are a common source of 
PFAS, Hammes said.

“There was another well 
in that general location and 
actually some Iowa State 
wells that we don’t use, 
even closer to it,” he said. 
“We’re actually sampling 
those also, so we’re not just 
sampling city wells, we’re 
sampling a couple of Iowa 
State wells.”

If the Ames water sup-
ply turns out to be worse 
WKDQ� H[SHFWHG�� +DPPHV�

VDLG�KHȢV�FRQˋGHQW�WKH�FLW\�
would provide the funding 
needed to make changes.

“Water is one potential 
source of [PFAS],” he said. 
“But there are a lot of oth-
er sources that I’m reading 
about that can be much 
larger contributors to the 
issue than even water. 
However, we’re going to 
do our part to make sure 
it’s not an issue.” 

samuel-knupp@uiowa.edu

Biden’s biofuel boost 

http://stpaulic.com
http://www.gatheredbygrace.org
http://www.faithuccic.org
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7KH� ˋUVW� SXFN� GURS� RI�
WKH� ,RZD� +HDUWODQGHUVȢ�
LQDXJXUDO� VHDVRQ�ZDV� RE-
VHUYHG� E\� WKRXVDQGV� RI�
VSHFWDWRUV� Ƞ� ������ WR� EH�
SUHFLVH�� QRW� FRXQWLQJ� WKH�
SOD\HUV�� WKH� VWDII�� RU� WKH�
IRONV�ZKR�NHHS�WKH�;WUHDP�
$UHQD�LQ�&RUDOYLOOH�XS�DQG�
UXQQLQJ��
7KH� GDWH� ZDV� 2FWREHU�

���� ������ 7KH� FORFN� WLOWHG�
SDVW� ����� S�P�� 7KH� ,RZD�
+HDUWODQGHUV� ZHUH� UHDG\�
WR� SOD\� DJDLQVW� WKHLU� ˋUVW�
RSSRQHQW��WKH�.DQVDV�&LW\�
0DYHULFNV�
:KDW� KDSSHQHG� QH[W�

ZDV� GHVFULEHG� E\� +HDUW-
ODQGHUV�EURDGFDVWHU�'DYLG�
)LQH� DV� ȤD� EHJLQQLQJ� \RX�
FRXOGQȢW�GUHDP�RI�ȥ�
7ZHQW\�ˋYH� VHFRQGV�

LQWR� WKH� JDPH�� ,RZD� IRU-
ZDUG�5\DQ�.XIIQHU�EDWWOHG�

KLV�ZD\�GRZQ� WKH� LFH�DQG�
NQRFNHG� D� SXFN� LQWR� WKH�
OHIW� VLGH� RI� WKH� QHW�� .XII-
QHU� KDG� MXVW� VFRUHG� WKH�
ˋUVW�JRDO�LQ�IUDQFKLVH�KLV-
WRU\�
7KH� YHQXH� UHYHUEHUDW-

HG� OLNH� &DUYHU�+DZNH\H�
$UHQD� ZKHQ� ������� SHR-
SOH� VKRZ� XS� WR� FKHHU� RQ�
WKH�+DZNH\HV��+HDUWODQG-
HUV� IDQV� MXPSHG� XS� IURP�
WKHLU� VHDWV�� DUPV� LQ� WKH�
DLU��7KRVH�FORVHU�WR�WKH�LFH�
SRXQGHG�RQ�WKH�JODVV��DQG�
WKH� +HDUWODQGHUV� RQ� WKH�
LFH�FHOHEUDWHG�E\�KXGGOLQJ�
XS��
'DYLG�*XJOLDQR��D�)DP-

LO\� 'HQWDO� &HQWHU� GHQWLVW�
ZKRVH�FOLQLF�SURYLGHV�GHQ-
WDO�FDUH�WKH�FOXEȢV�SOD\HUV��
VDLG�KH�EHFDPH�KRRNHG�WR�
WKH� +HDUWODQGHUV� DW� WKDW�
PRPHQW�� 7KHQ�&RUDOYLOOH�
0D\RU� -RKQ� /XQGHOO�� ZKR�
SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH� FHUH-
PRQLDO� SXFN� GURS� EHIRUH�

WKH�FRQWHVW��GLVWLQJXLVKHG�
WKH� QLJKW� DV� RQH� RI� WKH�
KLJKOLJKWV� RI� KLV� HLJKW�
\HDUV�DV�WKH�FLW\ȢV�OHDGHU��
7KRVH� ZKR� ZLWQHVVHG�

WKHLU� ˋUVW� KRFNH\� JDPH�
VDZ� DOO� DVSHFWV� RI� WKH�
IDVWHVW� VSRUW� RQ� LFH�� IURP�
SUROLˋF� JRDOV� WR� DPD]LQJ�
VDYHV� WR� HJUHJLRXV� LQ-
IUDFWLRQV�� $IWHU� WKH� ˋQDO�
KRUQ� ERRPHG�� PDUNLQJ� D�
���� +HDUWODQGHUV� YLFWR-
U\�� WKRVH� LQ� DWWHQGDQFH�
VWD\HG� LQ� WKH� ERZO� DV� WKH�
VNDWHUV�VDOXWHG�WKHLU�IDQV��
,Q� DQ� DUHD� GRPLQDWHG�

E\� VHYHUDO� KLJK�SURˋOHG�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,RZD�DWKOHWLF�
SURJUDPV�� WKH� +HDUWODQG-
HUV� DUH� WU\LQJ� WR� HPHUJH�
DV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW� LV�
JURZLQJ� WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�
KRFNH\� LQ� -RKQVRQ� &RXQ-
W\���

Coralville lands a profes-
sional hockey club

7KH� ,RZD� 5LYHU� /DQG-
LQJ� LQ� WKH� ����V� ZDV� WKH�
ODVW�SODFH�D�IDPLO\�ZLVKHG�
WR�VWUROO� WKURXJK��/RFDWHG�
RQ� WKH� VRXWKHDVW� FRUQHU�
RI� WKH� )LUVW� $YHQXH� H[LW�
RQ� ,QWHUVWDWH�����DQ�DGXOW�
VWULS� MRLQW�� D� PRXQWDLQ�
RI� WLUHV�� DQG� DEDQGRQHG�
EXLOGLQJV�PDUNHG�WKH�DUHD�
7KH� FLW\� KRVWHG� IRFXV�

JURXSV� LQ� WKH� ����V� RQ�
KRZ�WR�JURZ�WKH�&RUDOYLOOH�
DUHD��/XQGHOO�VDLG�WKH�ˋUVW�
LVVXH� WKDW� DOZD\V� FDPH�
XS� ZDV� DERXW� WKH� ȤXQDW-
WUDFWLYH�JDWHZD\�ȥ�EHFDXVH�
UHVLGHQWV�ZDQWHG� D� EHWWHU�
ˋUVW�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�FLW\�
IRU� WKRVH� GHSDUWLQJ� RII�
,����
Ȥ6R��ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�

WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� WKH� FLW\�
FRXQFLO�ZRUNHG�ZLWK� FRQ-
VXOWDQWV�WR�GHYHORS�D�PDV-
WHU� SODQ� DQG� GHVLJQ� ZKDW�
FRXOG� SRVVLEO\� JR� GRZQ�

WKHUH�ȥ�/XQGHOO�VDLG��
$QG� ��� \HDUV� ODWHU�� KH�

VDLG��LWȢV�FRPH�WR�IUXLWLRQ��
1RZ��D�PL[WXUH�RI�ORFDO-

O\� RZQHG� UHVWDXUDQWV� DQG�
EDUV�� KRWHOV�� UHVLGHQWLDO�
VWUXFWXUHV�� UHWDLO� DQG� RI-
ˋFH� VSDFH�Ƞ�DORQJ�ZLWK� D�
8,� +HDOWK� &DUH� IDFLOLW\�Ƞ�
FDOO� WKH� ,RZD�5LYHU� /DQG-
LQJ�KRPH��
$Q�DUHQD�ZDV�DOZD\V� LQ�

WKH� ,RZD� 5LYHU� /DQGLQJ�
GHVLJQ�� /XQGHOO� VDLG� FLW\�
DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� ZDQWHG� D�
IDFLOLW\� WKDW� FRXOG� KRVW�
LQGRRU� VSRUWV� OLNH�EDVNHW-
EDOO��YROOH\EDOO��DQG�ZUHV-
WOLQJ��EXW�DOVR�KDG�WKH�FD-
SDFLW\�WR�DQFKRU�D�FRQFHUW�
7KH� FRPPXQLW\� H[-

SUHVVHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�KRFNH\�
Ƞ�ZDQWLQJ� D� ULQN� EHVLGHV�
WKH�RQH�LQVLGH�&RUDOYLOOHȢV�
&RUDO� 5LGJH� 0DOO�� 6R�� D�
1RUWK� $PHULFDQ�VL]HG�
ULQN�ZDV�LQVHUWHG�LQWR�WKH�
DUHQD�SODQ��ZKLFK� LQFOXG-

HG� WKH�*UHHQ6WDWH� )DPLO\�
)LHOGKRXVH��7KH� Iowa City 
Press-Citizen UHSRUWHG� LQ�
�����WKDW�WKH�SURMHFW�FRVW�
����PLOOLRQ�� &RQVWUXFWLRQ�
VWDUWHG� RQ� WKH� IDFLOLW\� LQ�
0D\� ����� DQG� ZDV� ˋQ-
LVKHG�E\�6HSWHPEHU�������
&RUDOYLOOHȢV� ZHEVLWH�

VWDWHV� $UHQD&R�� D� QRQ-
SURˋW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�GH-
YHORSPHQW� FRUSRUDWLRQ��
ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ������WR�RS-
HUDWH�WKH�IDFLOLW\��7KH�FRU-
SRUDWLRQ� LV� VHSDUDWH� IURP�
WKH�FLW\��ZKLFK�DOORZV�LW�WR�
DSSO\� IRU� JUDQWV� DQG� WD[�
FUHGLWV�
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� � The Des 

Moines Register�� LQ� 1RY��
������ &RUDOYLOOHȢV� ERQG�
UDWLQJ� ZDV� GDPDJHG� EH-
FDXVH� RI� WKH� ���� PLOOLRQ�
WKH� FLW\� VSHQW� ˋQDQFLQJ�
;WUHDP�$UHQD��*UHHQ6WDWH�
)DPLO\� )LHOGKRXVH�� DQG�

HEARTLANDERS  | Page 2B

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Ryan Kuffner enters the arena during a hockey match between Iowa and Wheeling at Xtream Arena in Coralville on April 6. The Nailers defeated the Heartlanders, 6-4.
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7KH�,RZD�+HDUWODQGHUV��LQ�WKHLU�LQDXJXUDO�VHDVRQ��
SOD\�WKHLU�KRPH�JDPHV�DW�;WUHDP�$UHQD�LQ�&RUDOYLOOH�

DQG�DUH�JDLQLQJ�SRSXODULW\�LQ�-RKQVRQ�&RXQW\�
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Toussaint commits to West 
Virginia

Former Iowa men’s basketball 
point guard Joe Toussaint com-
mitted to West Virginia University 
on Monday afternoon. The 6-foot, 
190-pounder from Bronx, New York, 
made the announcement via Twit-
ter.

“God’s timing,” Toussaint wrote. 
“Morgantown we here!! 110% com-
mitted.”

Toussaint announced he was 
transferring from the University of 
Iowa on March 29 via Twitter and 
Iowa Athletics release.

“After much consideration and 
thought, I have decided to pursue 
an expanded role at another institu-
tion,” Toussaint said in a statement. 
“I am thankful to my teammates, 
coaches, and fans for a memora-
ble three years. Winning a Big Ten 
Championship and building lifelong 
relationships during my time in 
Iowa City is something I will always 
cherish.”

Toussaint started at point guard 
in 21 of the Hawkeyes’ 36 games in 
2021-22. Iowa head coach Fran Mc-
Ca!ery benched Toussaint in favor 
of sophomore guard Tony Perkins 
during Big Ten Conference regular 
season play. With Toussaint on the 
bench and Perkins in the starting 
lineup, senior Jordan Bohannon be-
came Iowa’s starting point guard. 
Perkins took over Bohannon’s role 
at shooting guard.

  “We want to thank Joe Toussaint 
for being an integral part of multi-
ple NCAA Tournament teams and 
a Big Ten Championship team,” 
McCa!ery said via a March 29 re-
lease. “He brought great e!ort and 
character to our program. He will 
be great wherever he goes, and 
we wish him the very best moving 
forward.”

Toussaint led the 26-10, Big Ten 
Tournament-winning Hawkeyes in 
assists and steals per game with 
3.2 and 1.4, respectively. Toussaint 
averaged 17.4 minutes per game in 
2021-22.

On his Hawkeye career, Tous-
saint started 41 of the 98 games he 
played. He averaged 4.8 points, 2.8 
assists, 1.6 rebounds, and 1.2 steals 
per contest.

Toussaint is the third Hawkeye 
to transfer this o!season. Senior 
guard Austin Ash and sophomore 
forward Josh Ogundele entered the 
transfer portal on March 30 and 
April 1, respectively.

“I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to be a part of two in-
credible teams at the University of 
Iowa,” Ogundele said via release. “I 
want to thank my teammates and 
coaches for the special bonds and 
memories, which is something I will 
take with me forever. However, I be-
lieve it is in my best interest to enter 
the transfer portal and continue to 
chase my dreams.”

Ogundele played just 5.2 min-
utes per game in 2021-22, averag-
ing 1.5 points and 1.3 rebounds an 
outing. Ogundele played 2.1 minutes 
per contest as a freshman.

“All of us are appreciative of 
Josh’s e!orts and contributions to 
our program,” McCa!ery said via 
release. “Josh was a good team-
mate who helped us win 48 games 
over the last two seasons and win 
a Big Ten Tournament title. Josh has 
a bright future, and we wish him 
good luck moving forward. My sta! 
and I will assist Josh during this 
transition.”

Ash played 4.4 minutes per game 
as a senior. He put up 2.9 points per 
game across 18 matchups.

“I couldn’t be more grateful for 
my time at the University of Iowa,” 
Ash said in a release. “I can’t thank 
coach (Fran) McCa!ery and the 
other coaches enough for believing 
in me and giving me the opportu-
nity to be Hawkeye. Raising the Big 
Ten trophy in Indianapolis with my 
teammates is a memory that I will 
never forget.”

McCa!ery will have to plug five 
roster holes before the 2022-23 
season begins. Bohannon, a sixth-
year senior, extinguished his last 
year of NCAA eligibility in 2021-22. 
Sophomore forward Keegan Mur-
ray, a projected first-round NBA 
Draft Pick, decided to forgo his 
remaining collegiate eligibility on 
March 29.

Only two of the five players that 
left McCa!ery’s program were full-
time starters: Bohannon and Mur-
ray. Perkins and starting forwards 
Patrick McCa!ery and Filip Rebra-
ca will return to UI for the 2022-23 
season.

The Hawkeyes may also have to 
replace senior guard Connor Mc-
Ca!ery, who has yet to decide if he 
will return to the UI for the 2022-23 
season. The NCAA gave all its 2020-
21 winter sports athletes an addi-
tional year of eligibility because of 
COVID-19.

What we can learn from Tory Taylor

Making an impact
Iowa rowing added coaches Megan Fitzpatrick and Lowell McNicholas months leading up to the season.

Jake Olson
Sports Reporter

The Iowa rowing team 
has already competed in 
three meets this year: One 
dual-formatted event with 
Yale and Harvard, the Sun-
shine State Invitational, 
and the Pac-12 Invite.

The Hawkeyes have 
won two Big Ten Boat of 
the Week honors in 2022. 
Iowa’s First Varsity Eight 
and First Varsity Four 
boats won the award in 
back-to-back weeks. The 
Hawkeyes’ First Varsity 
Four team won the Sun-
shine State Invitational’s 
JUDQG�ˋQDOH�

“We have grown a lot 
the past two weeks,” ju-
nior Heidi Hines said. “We 
don’t get a lot of water 
time while we are in sea-

son like right now. When 
we are out on the water, 
we have to continue to 
work and make big jumps 
like we are doing right 
now.”

Some of the Hawkeyes’ 
success can be attribut-
ed to their new coach-
ing staff. Alongside head 
coach Jeff Garbutt, who 
assumed his current role 
on Oct. 25, Megan Fitzpat-
rick and Lowell McNich-
olas have guided the 
Hawkeyes for the last four 
months.

Fitzpatrick was a grad-
uate assistant coach at 
Iowa from 2014-16. She 
was promoted to full-time 
assistant status in 2017 
— a position she remained 
in until 2019.

“Fitzpatrick worked 
with us previously and is 

one of the rising stars in 
rowing coaching,” Gar-
butt said. “She is an ath-
lete-driven coach who 
is really good with our 
younger rowers. She is 
just great for any young 
women athlete we have 
here.”

Fitzpatrick was an as-
sistant coach at the U.S. 
Naval Academy before she 
returned to Iowa as the 
associate head coach.

“It has been really good 
to come back and see 
things in a different way,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “The se-
niors were freshmen when 
I left, so it has been awe-
some to see how much 
they have developed over 
the years.”

McNicholas comes to 
Iowa from the University 
of Wisconsin, where he 

was a volunteer assistant 
from 2015-21. McNicho-
las was a letter-winning 
Badger rower in 2012 and 
2013.

“McNicholas was at an-
other Big Ten school be-
fore this, so he knows Big 
Ten players and coach-
ing,” Garbutt said. “There 
will be no learning curve 
with him. He will be very 
important for strength-
ening our brand as a pro-
gram.”

Fitzpatrick and McNich-
olas were hired in Novem-
ber and December, respec-
tively. Despite that, the 
pair has already started to 
make an impact at Iowa.

“It has been really good 
so far with a lot of positiv-
ity, seeing new coaching 
techniques,” Hines said. 
“We are just really focus-

ing on us as individuals 
and as a team. I have seen 
a lot of community growth 
in this team.”

Iowa’s coaching staff 
is rounded out by Katie 
Pearson, a graduate assis-
tant, and Katie Thurstin, 
an assistant coach.

“It just makes my job a 
lot easier to have a great 
coaching staff around us,” 
Garbutt said. “It is import-
ant to build a great coach-
ing staff around me as a 
head coach.”

Three regular season 
meets stand between the 
Hawkeyes and the 2022 
Big Ten Championships, 
which will begin on May 
15. The NCAA Rowing 
Championships will be 
contested May 27-29.

jake-olson@uiowa.edu

Braden Ernst/The Daily Iowan
Iowa rowing assistant coach Megan Fitzpatrick speaks to her team during a practice on Monday.
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Austin Hanson
Sports Editor

When I walked into the 
Hansen Football Perfor-
mance Center on Tuesday 
morning, I wasn’t expect-
ing a philosophy lesson 
from junior punter Tory 
Taylor. 

Admittedly, I was run-
ning a bit late to an Iowa 
football availability session 
scheduled for 10:45 a.m. 
When I walked through the 
large silver doors that sep-
arate the Hawkeyes’ indoor 
SUDFWLFH�ˋHOG�IURP�WKH�RXW-
side world, I saw my fellow 
reporters talking to offen-
sive lineman Connor Colby.

I was kicking myself for 
my tardiness, wondering 
what interview materials I 
had missed out on. Then, 
Taylor emerged through an 
automatic sliding door that 
connects the practice turf 
to Iowa’s weight room.

As I approached Taylor 
among other reporters, I 
thought the conversation 
would be about what Tay-
lor needs to work on this 
spring, how he can prepare 

himself for an NFL career, 
and what can be expected 
of him next season.

Instead, I got something 
I didn’t know I needed from 
Taylor: perspective.

Taylor plays one of the 
most pressure-packed po-
sitions in football. At most, 
punters take one snap per 
offensive series — some-
times fewer. Yet, they’re 
expected to sit in the ele-
ments for hours at a time 
(whether it be hot and dry 
RU� ZHW� DQG� UDLQ\�� DQG� ˌLS�
WKH�ˋHOG�ZKHQ�FDOOHG�XSRQ��
In general, punters prob-
DEO\� SOD\� OHVV� WKDQ� ˋYH�
minutes each game. Even 
longer plays that feature 
punters only last about 30 
seconds.

All of that doesn’t seem 
to bother Taylor.

“At the end of the day, 
it’s really just a game,” Tay-
lor said. “Football is never 
JRLQJ�WR�GHˋQH�PH�DV�D�SHU-
son or anything like that 
... It doesn’t really matter 
what happens out on the 
golf course or the football 
ˋHOG�� <RXȢUH� VWLOO� JRLQJ� WR�
be able to put your head 

on the pillow and that’s all 
that matters.”

Taylor’s meditation on 
lifestyle and mindset didn’t 
end there. The near-25-
year-old said he focuses on 
being a good person before 
he even thinks about foot-
ball.

“It’s better to be a bet-
ter person than a football 
player,” Taylor said. “I’ll 
always judge people on 
who they are as a person, 
never as a football player, 
because it’s two or three 
hours on a Saturday. The 
way I see it, I’m only going 
to be a football player for 
so long, but I’m going to 
be my own individual until 
I’m dead. So, I just want to 
be a good person instead of 
a good football player.

“I mean, it’s really not 
that hard to be nice, is it? 
6RPHWLPHV�� SHRSOH� ˋQG�
it harder than others, but 
that’s just who I am,” Tay-
lor added. “That’s not just 
me saying that to the cam-
era. I’m pretty easygoing. 
Don’t really take too much 
seriously just because I feel 
like life’s too short. There’s 

no point in worrying.”
Taylor said he doesn’t 

let things that happened 
in the past bother him. He 
added that he doesn’t dwell 
on punts too often.

Taylor said he doesn’t let 
spectator criticism linger 
in his mind either, adding 
that fan behavior is some-
times frustrating.

“What frustrates me 
is, we’re the ones putting 
in the work,” Taylor said. 
“We’re the ones want-
ing to win more than the 
other people. We’re the 
ones that started this 
back in January. We’re not 
the ones sitting at home 
drinking a beer and eating 
a hot dog on the couch like 
most of them. We want to 
win more than anyone 
else. I think that’s one 
thing I don’t think people 
quite grasp. Losses hurt 
just as much as anything 
because we’re the ones 
putting in the work.

“That’s one thing I try 
to tell others, if they’re 
not your friend or they’re 
not your mate or they’re 
not your family, I really 
wouldn’t be too worried 
about what they say,” Tay-
lor added. “Sometimes, 
I’m just like, ‘Why don’t 
you come do it, hero?’ You 
know what I mean? It’s not 
as easy as people think.”

Taylor later noted that 
he does have an apprecia-
tion for the passion Hawk-
eye fans have, but the re-
proval Iowa receives after 
losses is taxing.

While Taylor does seem 
to have many aspects of his 
OLIH�ȤˋJXUHG�RXW�ȥ�KH�LV�QRW�
without worry or anguish. 
The Punter From Down 
Under hasn’t been home in 
nearly a year.

“It’s probably a lot more 
GLIˋFXOW�WKDQ�,�OHW�RQ�ȥ�VDLG�
Taylor, who lived in Aus-
tralia for more than 20 
years. “One of my big goals 
was having my parents and 
my family, my little broth-

er, and things like that in 
the stands. That has yet to 
happen. So, I think that’ll 
be a really big moment for 
me, just from an emotional 
point of view. My parents 
as well, because they’re 
really the people that I do 
this for.”

As the media circle sur-
rounding Taylor thinned 
out, I stuck around. Out of 
pure curiosity, I asked him 
how he deals with his own 
mental struggles.

“Mental struggles is kind 
of a big word,” Taylor said. 
“I wouldn’t say I’m really 
struggling with it. It’s kind 
of a day-by-day thing that 
you continue to work on. 
I’m really just lucky that 
there’s guys in the building 
that support me away from 
WKH�IRRWEDOO�ˋHOG�ȥ

Taylor added that he 
owes a lot of credit to the 
Hawkeyes’ team psychol-
ogist, who he visits two or 
three times a week.

After I asked Taylor a few 
more questions and talked 
to a couple other players, 
I headed for my truck. As 
I climbed in and drove to 
class, I thought about what 
I might write about this 
afternoon. I couldn’t stop 
thinking about Taylor’s 
words. So, this column is 
sort of my amalgamation 
of what Taylor said.

I think we could all take 
a page out of Taylor’s book 
— worry less, think more, 
be kind to each other, and 
accept that we can’t be per-
fect. As Taylor said, life’s 
too short to do anything 
else.

“I think people that say, 
‘Oh yeah, I’m just living 
in the moment,’ they’re 
lying to you,” Taylor said. 
“It’s just really trying to 
not think too far ahead ... 
Worry about what I can do 
today. I feel like it’s the lit-
tle steps that always lead to 
bigger things.”

austin-hanson@uiowa.edu

STAT OF THE DAY

0
- Iowa men’s basketball players 
picked in the top five of the NBA 
Draft all-time

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“He’s a football guy.”

- Iowa football defensive line coach 
Kelvin Bell on junior Logan Lee

COLUMN

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa punter Tory Taylor kicks the ball away during a football game between No. 19 Iowa and Northwestern at Ryan 
Field in Evanston, Illinois, on Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021. The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats 17-12.
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Jerod Ringwald/ The Daily Iowan

The University of Iowa 
Theatre Department 
will present its final 

mainstage show BLKS 
starting on Friday. 

Wednesday, 
April 13, 

2022

Exploring 
identity, 

intimacy, and 
passion in 

‘BLKS’
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Parker Jones
Arts Editor

Emmy-nominated actress Natasha Lyonne will return as writer, showrunner, and 
VWDU�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�VHDVRQ�RI�WKH�FULWLFDOO\�DFFODLPHG�1HWˌL[�RULJLQDO��Russian Doll. 
7KH�FRPHG\�GUDPD�VHULHV�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�VWUHDPLQJ�VLWH�RQ�$SULO�����7KH�ˋUVW�

HLJKW�HSLVRGH�VHDVRQ�QDYLJDWHG�WKH�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK�RI�JDPH�GHYHORSHU�1DGLD�9XO-
YRNRY��ZKR� IRXQG�KHUVHOI� UHSHDWHGO\� OLYLQJ� WKH�VDPH�QLJKW�RI�KHU���WK�ELUWKGD\��
HQGLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�GHDWK�HDFK�QLJKW��
(YHQWXDOO\��1DGLD� ˋQGV� VRPHRQH� HOVH� VWXFN� LQ� WKH� WLPH� ORRS�ZLWK� KHU�� D�PDQ�

QDPHG�$ODQ�=DYHUL��DQG�WKH�SDLU�PXVW�KHOS�HDFK�RWKHU�VROYH�WKHLU�HHULH�SUHGLFD-
ment. 
7KH� VHFRQG� VHDVRQ�� ZKLFK� ZLOO� KDYH� VHYHQ� HSLVRGHV�� ZLOO� WDNH� RQ� D� VLPLODU�

WLPH�ZDUSLQJ�SORWOLQH�� ,W� LV� VHW� IRXU�\HDUV�DIWHU� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�ˋUVW� VHDVRQ��ZLWK�
1DGLD�QRZ�WKUXVW�EDFN�LQWR�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�SDVW�WLPH�SHULRGV��
$ORQJVLGH�/\RQQH�DQG�61/�DOXP�$P\�3RHKOHU��ˋOPPDNHU�DQG�SOD\ZULJKW�/HVO\H�

Headland also had a hand in Russian Doll’s�FUHDWLRQ�LQ�������7KH�P\VWHU\�VHULHV�LV�
DOVR�SURGXFHG�E\�QLQH�WLPH�(PP\�QRPLQDWHG�SURGXFHU�'DYH�%HFN\��ZKR�SUHYLRXV-
O\�ZRUNHG�RQ�1HWˌL[ȢV�Master of None�DQG�+%2ȢV�Insecure. 
/\RQQH��EHVW�NQRZQ�IRU�KHU�UROH�DV�1LFN\�1LFKROV�LQ�1HWˌL[ȢV�Orange is the New 

Black��VWDUV�DV�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHU�1DGLD��$ODQ�LV�SOD\HG�E\�DFWRU�&KDUOLH�%DUQHWW��ZKR�
SUHYLRXVO\�VWDUUHG�LQ�Chicago Fire��2WKHU�UHFXUULQJ�FDVW�PHPEHUV�LQFOXGH�*UHWD�/HH�
DV�0D[LQH��1DGLDȢV�IULHQG�ZKR�WKURZV�KHU���WK�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\��<XO�9D]TXH]�DV�-RKQ�
5H\HV��1DGLDȢV�H[�ER\IULHQG��DQG�(OL]DEHWK�$VKOH\�DV�5XWK�%UHQQHU��D�WKHUDSLVW�DQG�
FORVH�IDPLO\�IULHQG�RI�1DGLDȢV��

Russian Doll’s�VHFRQG�VHDVRQ�SURPLVHV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�VKRZȢV�WKHPHV�RI�H[LV-
WHQWLDOLVP� DQG� WKH� LQHYLWDELOLWLHV� RI�PRUWDOLW\�� H[DPLQLQJ� WKRVH� GHHSHU� VXEMHFWV�
WKURXJK�LWV�GUDPDWLF�EXW�KXPRURXV�OHQV��

 
parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Illustration by Molly Milder
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Weekend Events
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THURSDAY
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FRIDAY
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SATURDAY
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SUNDAY

Playlist
Mission Creek Recap

Sports
Beach Bunny

Lucy
Soccer Mommy 

No Face
Haley Heynderickx

Nice Guys
Beach Bunny

Last Girl
Soccer Mommy

Promises
Beach Bunny

Easy
Son Lux 
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Lost It To Trying
Son Lux

Mohabbat
Arooj Aftab

Body Rock
Alyx Rush

Let Me Follow
Son Lux

Mehram
Arooj Aftab

Headlights
Squirrel Flower

Drinking Song
Haley Heynderickx
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John A. List

Sydney Hurley
Arts Reporter

-RKQ�$��/LVW�LV�WKH�.HQQHWK�&��*ULIˋQ�'LVWLQJXLVKHG�6HUYLFH�
3URIHVVRU�RI�(FRQRPLFV�DW� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR��+H� LV�
also the chief economist for Walmart. List works with state 
DQG�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�KHOS�WKHP�PDNH�EHWWHU�GHFLVLRQV�
7KRXJK�/LVW�LV�XVHG�WR�DFDGHPLF�ZULWLQJ��KH�UHFHQWO\�FDPH�
RXW�ZLWK�D�ERRN�FDOOHG�7KH�9ROWDJH�(IIHFW��UHOHDVHG�LQ�)HEUX-
DU\��DQG�KDV�DQRWKHU�ERRN�WLWOHG�7KH�:K\�$[LV��UHOHDVHG�LQ�
������+H�VSRNH�DERXW�KLV�ZRUN�DQG�KLV�ZULWLQJ�DW�WKH�8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�,RZDȢV�,RZD�0HPRULDO�8QLRQ�RQ�0DUFK�����DV�SDUW�RI�
KLV�RQJRLQJ�ERRN�WRXU�

�7KLV�LQWHUYLHZ�KDV�EHHQ�HGLWHG�IRU�OHQJWK�DQG�FODULW\��5HDG�
WKH�IXOO�LQWHUYLHZ�DW�GDLO\LRZDQ�FRP��

The Daily Iowan: How was the writing process, consid-
ering that you are focused on economics as opposed to 
being a writer?
/LVW��,�KDYH�IRFXVHG�RQ�HFRQRPLFV��EXW�DV�DQ�HFRQRPLVW��\RX�
KDYH�WR�ZULWH�D� ORW� IRU�DFDGHPLF� MRXUQDOV��1RZ�WKDWȢV�RQH�
NLQG�RI�ZULWLQJ��,ȢYH�DOVR�ZULWWHQ�WH[WERRNV�Ƞ�D�Ȥ3ULQFLSOHV�
RI�(FRQRPLFVȥ�WH[WERRN��,�ZURWH�ZLWK�WZR�FR�DXWKRUV�DQG�
WKDWȢV�DQRWKHU�NLQG�RI�ZULWLQJ��EXW� WKLV�NLQG�RI�ZULWLQJ� LQ�
The Voltage Effect�LV�DOWRJHWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�WKRVH��<HV��WKLV�
NLQG�RI�ZULWLQJ�LV�PRUH�DERXW�KRZ�WR�WHOO�D�QDUUDWLYH�RU�WHOO�
D�VWRU\�WKDW�LV�DW�RQFH�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH�DQG�DW�RQFH�KHOSV�WR�
WHDFK�SHRSOH��DQG�WKDWȢV�KDUG�EHFDXVH�,�W\SLFDOO\�GRQȢW�ZULWH�
OLNH�WKDW�ZKHQ�\RX�ZULWH�DQ�DFDGHPLF�SDSHU��7KHUHȢV�D�EXQFK�
RI�HFRQRPLHV�LQ�WKHUH��7KHUHȢV�D�EXQFK�RI�MDUJRQ��WKHUHȢV�D�
EXQFK�RI�PDWK�HTXDWLRQV��7KHUHȢV�D�EXQFK�RI�*UHHN�QRWD-
WLRQ��DQG�\RX�KDYH�WR�WDNH�DOO�RI�WKDW�RXW�DQG�WHOO�VWRULHV�LQ�D�
SRSXODU�ERRN��EHFDXVH�WKDWȢV�ZKDW�ZLOO�UHVRQDWH�ZLWK�SHRSOH��
6R�WKDWȢV�WKH�DUW��,�WKLQN�RI�ZULWLQJ�D�SRSXODU�ERRN�DQG�WKDWȢV�
WKH�KDUG�SDUW��,W�WDNHV�D�ORW�RI�UHYLVLRQV�DQG�D�ORW�RI�RXWVLGH�
FRXQVHO��SHRSOH�WHOOLQJ�\RX�ZKDW�WKH\�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�ERRN��
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\��,ȢP�WU\LQJ�WR�ZULWH�WKLV�ERRN�IRU�SHRSOH�
OLNH�P\�EURWKHU�DQG�GDG�ZKR�DUH�WUXFN�GULYHUV��,�ZDQW�WKH�
WUXFN�GULYHUV�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�LW�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�LW�DQG�DFWX-
DOO\�OHDUQ�IURP�LW��$QG�WKDW�LV�D�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�ZULWLQJ��
,WȢV�D�ELW�RI�DUW��WR�EH�KRQHVW��

DI:�:KDW�ZRXOG� \RX� VD\� LV� WKH�PRVW�GLIˋFXOW�SDUW� RI�
your writing process?
/LVW��$�WLWOH�LV�WKH�PRVW�GLIˋFXOW�IRU�PH��-XVW�WR�ˋQG�D�WLWOH�
WKDWȢV�GHVFULSWLYH�DQG�DWWUDFWLYH�IRU�SHRSOH��WKDW�SHRSOH�ZLOO�
OLNH��,�DOVR�WKLQN�FRQQHFWLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�D�ZD\�Ƞ�VR�\RX�
NQRZ��\RX�KDYH�QLQH�FKDSWHUV�LQ�WKH�ERRN��EXW�\RX�DOVR�ZDQW�
D�WKUHDG��D�FRQQHFWLRQ�WKDW�OLQNV�DOO�RI�WKH�FKDSWHUV�LQ�D�ZD\�
WKDW�\RX�ZDQW�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�QRW�RQO\�UHDG�FKDSWHUV�RQH��WZR��
WKUHH��DQG�PD\EH�QLQH��\RX�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�UHDG�DOO�WKH�FKDS-
ters, and understand that after they read all of them.

7KH�VXP�LV�PXFK�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�SDUWV�� ,� WKLQN�WKDW�SDUW�
RI�ZULWLQJ�LV�PRUH�GLIˋFXOW��EHFDXVH�,ȢP�XVHG�WR�MXVW�ZULWLQJ�
D�RQH�RII�DFDGHPLF�SDSHU��6R�LWȢV�DQ�DFDGHPLF�SDSHU�WKDWȢV�
���RU����SDJHV�ORQJ��DQG�\RX�WHOO�WKH�VWRU\��DQG�WKDWȢV�LW�Ƞ�
EXW�KHUH�\RXȢUH�ZULWLQJ�QLQH�VHSDUDWH�DFDGHPLF�SDSHUV��EXW�
\RXȢUH�WU\LQJ�WR�OLQN�WKHP�DOO�XS�LQ�D�QDUUDWLYH�WKDW�\RX�ZDQW�
WKH�UHDGHU�WR�FRPH�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VWRU\��6R�,�WKLQN�WKDWȢV�WKH�
VHFRQG�KDUGHVW�SDUW�DIWHU�ˋQGLQJ�D�WLWOH��

DI: What encouraged you to write your current and pre-
vious book?
/LVW�� ,� UHDG�D� ORW�RI� DFDGHPLF�SDSHUV�� DQG� WKH�EDG�SDUW�RI�
ZULWLQJ�DQ�DFDGHPLF�SDSHU�LV�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�GRQȢW�UHDG�WKHP�
EHFDXVH�WKH�OD\�DXGLHQFH�QHYHU�JRHV�LQWR�DQ�DFDGHPLF�MRXU-
QDO�DQG�UHDGV�WKH�DFDGHPLF�SDSHUV��LW�MXVW�QHYHU�KDSSHQV��6R�
RFFDVLRQDOO\��\RX�JHW�RQ�D�WRSLF�ZKHUH�\RX�ZULWH�D�QXPEHU�RI�
DFDGHPLF�SDSHUV��OLNH�,�KDYH�LQ�VFDOLQJ��6R�,ȢYH�ZULWWHQ�D�QXP-
EHU�RI�DFDGHPLF�SDSHUV�RQ�WKH�HFRQRPLFV�RI�VFDOLQJ��KRZ�WR�
VFDOH�LGHDV��$QG�WKHQ�,�VWRSSHG�DQG�VDLG��ȡ'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�
FRQWLQXH�WR�ZULWH�DFDGHPLF�SDSHUV�LQ�WKLV�DUHD"�7KDWȢV�JUHDW�
LI�\RX�GR��RU�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�VWRFN�DQG�ZULWH�D�SRSXODU�
ERRN�WKDW�QRQ�DFDGHPLFV�FDQ�UHDG��DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDWȢV�
JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKLV�DFDGHPLF�OLWHUDWXUH�Ȣ�,Q�HVVHQFH��\RXȢUH�WU\-
LQJ�WR�XQORFN�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�\RXȢYH�FUHDWHG�LQ�WKH�DFD-
GHPLF�ZRUOG��<RX�ZDQW�WR�XQORFN�WKDW�VR�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�OHDUQ�
IURP�LW��QRW�MXVW�WKH�DFDGHPLFV��DQG�WKLV�KDV�KDSSHQHG�WZLFH�
LQ�P\�FDUHHU��,W�KDSSHQHG�ZLWK�7KH�:K\�$[LV��,�VDLG��ȡ/RRN��
,ȢYH�FUHDWHG�HQRXJK�WR�ZKHUH�,�ZDQW�WR�XQORFN�LW�QRZ��DQG�,�
ZDQW�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�VHFUHWV�WKDW�ZHUH�ORFNHG�LQ�
WKHVH�DFDGHPLF�MRXUQDOV�Ȣ�$QG�DIWHU�GRLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�LQ�VFDOLQJ�
,�IHOW�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��,�IHOW�LWȢV�WLPH�WR�XQORFN�LW��DQG�KRSHIXOO\�
WHDFK�WKH�ZRUOG�DERXW�ZKDW�\RXȢYH�OHDUQHG�DQG�ZKDW�\RXȢYH�
ZULWWHQ�DERXW��,WȢV�VXFK�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�WKDW�,�GHFLGHG�WR�
SDXVH�P\�DFDGHPLF�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GR�WKLV��

sydney-hurley@uiowa.edu
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‘BLKS’ to close UI Theatre mainstage season
7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,RZD�7KHDWUH�'HSDUWPHQWȢV�ˋQDO�VKRZ�LQ�LWV�PDLQVWDJH�VHDVRQ�ZLOO�EH�WKH�SOD\�BLKS.

7KH�VWRU\�IROORZV�WKUHH�IULHQGV�DV�WKH\�VSHQG�D�QLJKW�RXW�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��

Jami Martin-Trainor
Arts Reporter

The University of 
Iowa Theatre Depart-
PHQWȢV�PDLQVWDJH�VHD-
son for 2021-22 was 
IXOO� RI� GLYHUVH� VWRULHV��
)URP� ZKLPVLFDO�� PX-
VLFDO� WDOHV� EDVHG� RQ�
FODVVLFDO�P\WKRORJ\� WR�
KLVWRULFDO� SLHFHV� WKDW�
UHYHDO� OHVVHU�NQRZQ�
WUXWKV�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG��
WKH� VWDJH� KDV� VHHQ�
PDQ\� GLIIHUHQW� QDUUD-
WLYHV� RYHU� WKH� FRXUVH�
the year.
)RU� LWȢV� ILQDO� SHUIRU-

PDQFH��WKH�8,�7KHDWUH�
'HSDUWPHQW� LV�SXWWLQJ�
on the show BLKS. 
:ULWWHQ� E\� SRHW� $]L]D�
%DUQHV� DQG� JXHVW� GL-
UHFWHG� E\� /LVD� 6WUXP��
BLKS ZLOO� SUHPLHUH�
RQ�$SULO����DW�WKH�(�&��
0DELH� 7KHDWUH�� DQG�
ZLOO� UXQ� $SULO� ������
DQG�$SULO��������

BLKS� LV� DOO� DERXW�
KXPDQLW\�� )ROORZLQJ�
the story of Octavia 
DQG� KHU� EHVW� IULHQGV�
-XQH� DQG� ,PDQL�� WKH�
DXGLHQFH� LV� WDNHQ� RQ�
D�ZKLUOZLQG�DGYHQWXUH�
ILOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�XSV�DQG�
GRZQV� RI� IULHQGVKLS��
SDVVLRQ�� DQG� UHODWLRQ-
VKLSV��DOO�WROG�IURP�WKH�
SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�D�TXHHU��
%ODFN�ZRPDQ� OLYLQJ� LQ�
�����1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�
7KH�SOD\�WDNHV�SODFH�

RQ� D� YDVW� QXPEHU� RI�
VHWV� WKDW� PXVW� VZLWFK�
TXLFNO\�IRU�WKH�VWRU\�WR�
ZRUN��7R�DFKLHYH�WKRVH�
JRDOV�� WKH� VWDJH� LWVHOI�
KDV� D� URWDWLQJ� SLHFH�
that transports the 
DXGLHQFH� WKURXJKRXW�
1HZ� <RUN� &LW\� DV� WKH�
VKRZ�SURJUHVVHV��
6WUXP� VDLG� ZRUN-

LQJ�ZLWK� WKH� UHYROYLQJ�
VWDJH� KDV� EHHQ� H[FLW-
LQJ� IRU� KHU� DQG� WKH�
FDVW�� 6WUXP� VDLG� WKH�
VHW� GHVLJQHU� IRU�BLKS��
%HWKDQ\� .DVSHUHN��
KDV�EHHQ� LQFUHGLEOH� LQ�
ZRUNLQJ� RXW� WKH� GH-
WDLOV� ZLWK� WKH� VHWWLQJ�
of the show. 
Ȥ,WȢV�EHHQ�D�ZRQGHU-

IXO�ZD\�WR�WHOO�WKLV�VWR-
U\� LQ� VXFK� D� FUHDWLYH�
ZD\� EHFDXVH� WKH� SOD\�
WDNHV�SODFH�LQ�VR�PDQ\�
GLIIHUHQW� ORFDWLRQV�ȥ�
6WUXP� VDLG�� Ȥ:H� NQHZ�
WKDW� ZH� KDG� WR� KDYH�
WKH� DELOLW\� WR� FKDQJH�
ORFDWLRQV� HDVLO\� DQG�
FUHDWLYHO\�� DQG� ,� WKLQN�
WKH�UHYROYLQJ�VHW�UHDO-
O\�KHOSV�WKDW�ȥ
7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EH-

tween the three char-
DFWHUV�LV�H[SORUHG�ZLWK�
UHDOLVP� LQ� PLQG�� 'D-
M]DQ«� 0HDGRZV�6DQG-
HUOLQ��D�8,�VWXGHQW�SXU-
VXLQJ�DQ�0)$�LQ�DFWLQJ��
SOD\V�WKH�UROH�RI�-XQH����
ZKR�0HDGRZV�6DQGHU-
OLQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�VPDUW��

VWURQJ��DQG�ORYLQJ�Ƞ�LI�
QRW�D�ELW�FROG�DW�WLPHV�
0HDGRZV�6DQGHUOLQ�

VDLG� -XQHȢV� FROGQHVV�
DOZD\V� FRPHV� IURP� D�

SODFH� RI� ORYH�� :KHQ�
FRQIOLFW�LV�ZULWWHQ�LQWR�
WKH�VKRZ��VKH�VDLG�VKH�
UHPHPEHUV� WKDW� WKLV�
LV�D� UHDOLVWLF�SLHFH�RE-
VHUYLQJ�IULHQGVKLS�DQG�
WKH� VWUXJJOHV� LW� LQ-
YROYHV��
Ȥ:H� ILJKW� DQG�� ZHȢOO�

PDNH�XS�DQG�\RX�NQRZ��
ORRNLQJ� RXW� IRU� \RXU�
IULHQGV� HYHQ� LI� WKH\ȢUH�
EHLQJ� VHOILVK� RU� RQO\�
ZRUULHG� DERXW� WKHP-
VHOYHV� Ƞ� \RXȢUH� VWLOO�
EHLQJ� WKDW� IULHQG� DQG�
EHLQJ�WKHUH� IRU� WKHP�ȥ�
0HDGRZV�6DQGHU O LQ�
VDLG�� Ȥ<RX� ORYH� WKHP��
even if they have their 
OLWWOH� PRPHQWV� DQG�
WKHLU�IODZV�ȥ
7KH� VWXGHQW� DFWRUV�

LQ� WKLV�SLHFH� VDLG� WKH\�
IRXQG� SLHFHV� RI� WKHLU�
RZQ�LGHQWLW\�WR�LPSOH-
ment into the show. 
2OLYLD� )RVWHU�� D� 8,�
VWXGHQW� ZRUNLQJ� WR-
ZDUG� KHU� 0)$� LQ� DFW-
LQJ� DORQJ� ZLWK� 0HDG-
RZV�6DQGHUOLQ�� SOD\V�
WKH� VKRZȢV� SURWDJR-
QLVW��2FWDYLD�
2FWDYLDȢV� VWRU\OLQH�

LQLWLDOO\� GULYHV� WKH�
PDLQ� SORW�� $IWHU� GLV-
FRYHULQJ� D� PROH� RQ�
KHU� FOLWRULV�� 2FWDYLD�
DQG�KHU�IULHQGV�JR�RXW�
IROORZLQJ� WKH� KHDOWK�
VFDUH�� )RVWHU� VDLG� KHU�
character is an artist 
VWUXJJOLQJ� ZLWK� KHU�

ZRUN� FRPLQJ� WR� IUXL-
WLRQ��ZKLFK�VKH�KDV�UH-
ODWHG�WR�
Ȥ,� DOVR� DP� D� ORY-

HU� RI� DUW� DQG� VWUXJJOH�

ZLWK� P\� LGHQWLW\�� ,ȢP�
D� PL[HG�UDFH� ZRP-
DQ� DQG� P\� FKDUDFWHU��
VKHȢV� DOVR� PL[HG� UDFH��
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�FRRO�WKLQJ�
IRU�PH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�ȥ�
)RVWHU�VDLG��Ȥ>,ȢP@� MXVW�
NLQG� RI�� OLNH�� ILQGLQJ�
ZKHUH� P\� SODFH� LV� LQ�
WKH� ZRUOG�� DQG� KRZ�
,� FDQ� EULQJ� P\� DUW� WR�
OLIH�ȥ
'H=KDQ«� $QWLRQHWWH�

LV� DOVR� DQ� 0)$� DFWLQJ�
VWXGHQW� DW� WKH�8,�ZKR�
SOD\V� ,PDQL�� $QWLR-
QHWWH� VDLG� WKHUH� DUH�
FHUWDLQ� HOHPHQWV� RI�
Imani’s story that they 
KDYH�ODWFKHG�RQWR��
,PDQLȢV� FKDUDFWHU��

PXFK� OLNH� WKH� HQWLUH�
FDVW�� LV� YHU\� FRPSOH[��
,Q� WKH� VKRZ�� ,PDQL�
KDV� D� ORYHG� RQH� ZKR�
UHFHQWO\� SDVVHG� DZD\�
Ƞ� � DQG� VKH� GHFLGHV�
WR� SXUVXH� D� FDUHHU� LQ�
FRPHG\� WR� VWD\� FRQ-
QHFWHG�ZLWK�WKHP��
:KLOH� WKHUH� DUH� FHU-

WDLQ� QXDQFHV� LQ� ,PD-
QLȢV� VWRU\� WKDW� $QWLR-
QHWWH� FDQQRW� UHODWH�
WR�� WKH\�VDLG� WKDW� WKH\�
ZHUH� DEOH� WR� FRQQHFW�
ZLWK� WKHLU�JUDQGIDWKHU�
WKURXJK� FRPHG\�� DV�
ZHOO�� 7KH\� VDLG� WKH\�
NQHZ� D� ORW� RI� WKH� FR-
PHGLDQV� UHIHUHQFHG� LQ�
WKH� SOD\�� ZKLFK� PDGH�
IRUJLQJ� WKDW� FRQQHF-
tion with the character 

easier.
Ȥ,� UHDOO\� SXOO� IURP�

WKDW� H[SHULHQFH� RI�
NQRZLQJ� ZKDW� LW� IHHOV�
OLNH� WR� ERQG� RYHU�

VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�VRPH-
RQH� DQG� WKHQ� DOVR� EH-
LQJ� D� TXHHU� LGHQWLW\�ȥ�
$QWLRQHWWH�VDLG��Ȥ,�FDQ�
XQGHUVWDQG� KRZ� KDUG�
LW�FDQ�EH�ȥ
(DFK� FKDUDFWHU� LV�

ZHOO�GHYHORSHG�� EXW�
)RVWHU�VDLG�WKH�ZULWLQJ�
shines in the way the 
WKUHH� IULHQGV� LQWHUDFW�
with each other. 
)RVWHU�� 0HDG-

RZV�6DQGHUOLQ�� DQG�
$QWLRQHWWH� DUH� DOO�
IULHQGV� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH�
VKRZ��PDNLQJ�WKHLU�RQ-
VWDJH�LQWHUDFWLRQV�HDV-
ier. BLKS� H[SORUHV� WKH�
WKHPH� RI� IULHQGVKLS��
)RVWHU� VDLG��ZKLFK� WKH�
GLDORJXH�UHIOHFWV�

“That’s sort of the 

IXQ�� NLQG� RI�� OLNH�� H[-
SORULQJ� RXU� IULHQGVKLS�
WKURXJK� WKLV� WH[W� DV�
ZHOO�ȥ�)RVWHU�VDLG��Ȥ,WȢV�
EHHQ�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�� ,W�
ZDV� D� OLWWOH� FKDOOHQJ-
LQJ� DW� ILUVW� EHFDXVH�
WKHUHȢV� VR� PXFK� ODQ-
JXDJH� DQG� WKHUHȢV� VR�
PXFK�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�Ƞ�
WKH�GLDORJXH�MXVW�QHYHU�
VWRSV�ȥ
:KLOH� WKH� GLDORJXH�

PD\�EH�D�ORW��WKH�ZULW-
LQJ� PDNHV� FRQYHUVD-
WLRQV� IORZ� ZLWK� DX-
thenticity. Once the 
DFWRUV� JRW� SDVW� WKRVH�
RULJLQDO� VWUXJJOHV��
)RVWHU� VDLG� WKH� ZRUN�
IHOW�PRUH�QDWXUDO�
Ȥ,WȢV� DOVR� D� YHU\� UH-

ZDUGLQJ� H[SHULHQFH�
RQFH� \RX� JHW� LQ� WKH�
JURRYH�DQG�\RXȢUH�OLNH��
ȡ2ND\�� WKLV�ZKDW�ZHȢUH�

GRLQJ�Ȣȥ�)RVWHU�VDLG��Ȥ,�
FDQ�EH�VLOO\��,�FDQ�GR�DOO�
WKHVH� WKLQJV� DQG� VWLOO�
JHW� P\� SRLQW� DFURVV��
DQG� VWLOO� KDYH� WKHVH�
VHULRXV�PRPHQWV�� /LIH�
LV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�WKDW�ȥ
)RVWHU� VDLG� NHHSLQJ�

XS� ZLWK� WKH� FRQVWDQW�
EDFN� DQG� IRUWK� FDQ� EH�
GLIILFXOW�� DPRQJ� RWKHU�
VWUXJJOHV�� EXW� WKH� DF-
WRUV�WRRN�RQ�DQ\�GLIIL-
FXOWLHV�WKDW�WKH\�IDFHG�
ZLWK�DQ�RSHQ�PLQG�
)RVWHU�VDLG�WKHUH�LV�D�

scene in the show that 
IHDWXUHV� D� UHODWLYH-
O\� H[SOLFLW� SRUWUD\DO�
RI� RUDO� VH[�� $� FHUWDLQ�
IHDU� FRPHV�ZLWK� EHLQJ�
SK\VLFDOO\� YXOQHUDEOH�
RQ�WKH�VWDJH��VKH�VDLG��

7KURXJK�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
SUDFWLFLQJ� ZLWK� D� SUR-
IHVVLRQDO� WHDP�� KRZ-
HYHU�� )RVWHU� VDLG� WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\� H[SDQG-
HG� KHU� VNLOOV� LQ� WKH� 
SHUIRUPLQJ�ZRUOG�
$QWLRQHWWH� DOVR�

IDFHG� FKDOOHQJHV� ILQG-
LQJ�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU��)RU�
$QWLRQHWWH�� WKLV� ZLOO�
EH� WKHLU� ILUVW� SHUIRU-
PDQFH� RQ� VWDJH� VLQFH�
WKH� SDQGHPLF� VKXW�
GRZQ� WKHDWHUV� DFURVV�
WKH� ZRUOG� LQ� HDUO\�
������ 3RUWUD\LQJ� FRP-
SOH[�LQGLYLGXDOV�FDQ�EH�
GLIILFXOW�� $QWLRQHWWH�
VDLG��EXW�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�
LV� PDNLQJ� WKHP� SXVK�
WKHLU� ERXQGDULHV� DV� D�
performer.
Ȥ,W� KDV� EHHQ� TXLWH�

FKDOOHQJLQJ�� EXW� LQ�
WKH�EHVW�ZD\�SRVVLEOH�ȥ�

$QWLRQHWWH�VDLG��Ȥ,�IHHO�
OLNH�� VRPHWLPHV�� FKDO-
OHQJHV� NLQG� RI� KHOS�
\RX� JHW� WR� WKH� QH[W�
SODFH��&KDOOHQJHV�UHDO-
O\�KHOS�\RX�ILQG�D�OLWWOH�
PRUH�GHSWK�WR�\RXUVHOI�
DQG�\RXU�DELOLWLHV�ȥ
2XWVLGH�RI� WKH� WHFK-

QLFDO� GLIILFXOWLHV�
ZLWK� WKH� SLHFH�� BLKS 
WDFNOHV� FKDOOHQJLQJ�
themes. When it was 
ILUVW� UHOHDVHG� LQ� 1HZ�
<RUN� &LW\�� 6WUXP� VDLG�
LW� FDXVHG� D� VWLU� LQ� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�� 7KDW� LQ-
WULJXH� LV� SDUW� RI� ZKDW�
GUHZ�6WUXP�WR�ZDQW�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�SLHFH��
$ERYH� DOO�� 6WUXP�

VDLG�VKH�ORRNV�IRUZDUG�
WR� KDYLQJ� D� IXOO� DXGL-

ence see the perfor-
PDQFH��7KH� FDVW� SXW� D�
JUHDW�GHDO�RI�ZRUN�LQWR�
WKH� VKRZ�� 6WUXP� VDLG��
DQG� WR� VHH� LW� FRPH� WR�
IUXLWLRQ� LV� H[FLWLQJ� DV�
D�GLUHFWRU��
Ȥ,� MXPSHG� DW� WKH�

FKDQFH� WR� EH� DEOH� WR�
GLUHFW� WKLV� SLHFH�ȥ�
6WUXP�VDLG��Ȥ,WȢV�VR�LQ-
FUHGLEO\� XQDSRORJHWLF�
LQ� KRZ� LW� H[SORUHV� IH-
PDOH�LGHQWLW\�DQG�VH[-
XDOLW\�� DQG� ODQJXDJH�
DQG� FXOWXUH�� ,WȢV� DOO� RI�
WKRVH� WKLQJV� WKDW� DUH�
VR�EHDXWLIXOO\�ZUDSSHG�
DQG� ZULWWHQ� WKDW� \RX�
ZLOO�ODXJK��\RX�ZLOO�FU\��
DQG� \RX�ZLOO� VFUHDP�� ,�
WKLQN� D� ORW� RI� SHRSOH�
ZLOO�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�
WKH�VWDJH�ȥ

jami-martin-trainor@uiowa.edu

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Performers act out a scene in an apartment during a dress rehearsal for BLKS at the University of Iowa’s Theatre Building on Tuesday. The performance showcases the experiences of queer 
Black women in 2015 New York.

It’s been an experience. It was a little challenging at first because 
there’s so much language and there’s so much back and forth — the dialogue 
just never stops.

— Olivia Foster, UI MFA in acting student

I really pull from that experience of knowing what it feels like to 
bond over something with someone and then also being a queer identity.

— DeZhané Antionette, UI MFA in acting student

http://theatre.uiowa.edu
http://hancher.uiowa.edu/tickets
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The costume pro behind ‘String’
$ELJDLO�0DQVˋHOG�&ROHPDQȢV�FDUHHU�EHJDQ�DW�D�VPDOO�FRPPXQLW\�WKHDWHU�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�DQG�KDV�EURXJKW�KHU�WR�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,RZD�7KHDWUH�'HSDUWPHQW��ZKHUH�VKH�H[SORUHV�FUHDWLYLW\�WKURXJK�FRVWXPLQJ�DQG�SXSSHW�GHVLJQ��

Ariana Lessard
Arts Reporter

7KH� VWDU� RI� WKH� VKRZ�
VWDQGV� FHQWHU� VWDJH�� DOO�
H\HV� ORFNHG� RQ� WKHP��
:HHNV�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�KDYH�
OHG� XS� WR� WKLV� PRPHQW��
ZLWK� WKH� FDVW� DQG� FUHZ�
VWUHWFKLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� WR�
DFFRXQW�IRU�HYHU\�GHWDLO�Ƞ�
HYHU\�EXWWRQ�RQ�WKH�OHDGȢV�
ERGLFH�KDV�EHHQ�VHZQ�ZLWK�
FDUH�DQG�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��
:LWKRXW� D� FRVWXPH� GH-

VLJQHU�� FKDUDFWHUV� ZRXOG�
ODFN� WKH� YLVXDO� UKHWRULF�
YLHZHUV� KDYH� OHDUQHG� WR�
H[SHFW� DQG� EH� OHIW� VWDQG-
LQJ�ODFNOXVWHU��LQ�RUGLQDU\�
IURFNV�DQG�ERULQJ�FRORUV��
0)$� VWXGHQW� $ELJDLO�

0DQVˋHOG� &ROHPDQ� ZDV�
WKH� FRVWXPH� GHVLJQHU�
IRU� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� ,R-
ZDȢV� UHFHQW�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�
String�� DQG� VHYHUDO� RWKHU�
WKHDWUH�SURGXFWLRQV��&ROH-
PDQ� KDV� GHVLJQHG� FRV-
WXPHV�IRU�VKRZV�LQ�D�ZLGH�
YDULHW\�RI�JHQUHV�RYHU�WKH�
FRXUVH�RI�KHU�FDUHHU��RQFH�
HYHQ� GHVLJQLQJ� SXSSHWV�
IRU�D�VKRZ��
:KHQ� GHVLJQLQJ� FRV-

WXPHV�� &ROHPDQ� ILUVW�
FRQVLGHUV�D� VKRZȢV� VWRU\��
6KH�UHDGV�RYHU�WKH�VFULSW�
LQ� RUGHU� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�
WKH�SORW��7KHQ��VKH�UHDGV�
LW� RYHU� DJDLQ�� DQG� FRQ-
VLGHUV� HDFK� FKDUDFWHUȢV�
YRLFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WLPH�SH-
ULRG�DQG�VHWWLQJ��
Ȥ$IWHU�,�GR�WKDW�WKH�ˋUVW�

WLPH��,�PDNH�D�OLVW�RI�OLNH��
ȡ2.��WKLV�LV�ZKDW�,�WKRXJKW�
DQG�IHOW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�UHDG-
LQJ� WKHVH� WKLQJV�Ȣ� OLNH��
ȡWKLV� FKDUDFWHU� GHˋQLWHO\�
IHHOV� OLNH� D� PRUH� PDWHU-
QDO� FKDUDFWHU�� 6R�� KRZ� GR�
,� VKRZ� WKDW� LQ� WKHLU� FRV-
WXPH"Ȣȥ�&ROHPDQ�VDLG��
6KH� WKHQ� GLVFXVVHV� KHU�

WKRXJKWV� DQG� IHHOLQJV�
ZLWK� WKH� SURGXFWLRQȢV� GL-
UHFWRU�� ZKR� JHWV� WKH� ˋQDO�
VD\�RQ�DQ\�FUHDWLYH�FKRLF-
HV��)RU�H[DPSOH��&ROHPDQ�
VDLG��D�GLUHFWRU�PD\�EH�GR-
LQJ�D�6KDNHVSHDUHDQ�SOD\��

EXW� LI� WKH\� ZDQW� LW� VHW� LQ�
VSDFH��WKHQ�&ROHPDQ�PXVW�
DFFRXQW�IRU�WKDW��
2I� FRXUVH�� VKHȢV� QHYHU�

EHHQ� RQH� WR� VWUD\� IURP� D�
FKDOOHQJH�
Ȥ,ȢP� D� ELJ� WH[WXUH� SHU-

VRQ�� DQG� ,� ORYH� WR� PL[�
SDWWHUQV� DQG� WH[WXUHV� RQ�
VWDJH�� ZKLFK� LV� KDUGHU� LQ�
D� UHDOO\� ODUJH� SURVFHQL-
XP�VSDFH�ȥ�&ROHPDQ� VDLG��
Ȥ%XW� ,� OLNH� WKH� FKDOOHQJH�
RI�WKDW�DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�
VXUH� WKDW� WKH� EDFN� URZ�
FDQ�� OLNH�� � VHH� DV�PXFK�RI�
WKLV� GHWDLO� DQG� WH[WXUH� DV�
,�GR�ZKHQ�,ȢP�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�
WKH�FRVWXPH�ȥ
6KH�XWLOL]HG�KHU� ORYH�RI�

WH[WXUH� DQG� SDWWHUQV� IRU�
WKH�PXVLFDO�String���EHGD]-
]OLQJ�D�EOD]HU�DQG�GUDSLQJ�
D�SDSHU�FOLS�WDQN�WRS�RYHU�
D�SDWFKZRUN�VKLUW��
&ROHPDQ� EHFDPH� LQ-

YROYHG� LQ� WKHDWUH� E\�
FKDQFH�Ƞ�KHU�\RXQJHU�VLV-
WHU�ZDQWHG�WR�JR�WR�D�WKH-
DWUH�FDPS��DQG�WKHLU�PRP�
GLGQȢW� ZDQW� WR� VHQG� KHU�
\RXQJHVW� GDXJKWHU� DORQH��
&ROHPDQ� DFFRPSDQLHG�
KHU��DQG�E\�KDSSHQVWDQFH��
IRXQG� D� ORYH� IRU� WKHDWUH�
DQG�WKH�DUWV��
:KHQ� &ROHPDQ� WXUQHG�

���� VKH� EHFDPH� LQYROYHG�
ZLWK�KHU� ORFDO� FRPPXQL-
W\�WKHDWHU��/LEHUW\�0RXQ-
WDLQ� &RPSDQ\�� LQ� .LQJV�
0RXQWDLQ�� 1RUWK� &DUROL-
QD�Ƞ�RQFH�DJDLQ��HQWLUHO\�
E\�FKDQFH��
Ȥ,� ZHQW� WKHUH� RQH� GD\�

WR� ERUURZ� VRPHWKLQJ� RU�
WR� VSHDN� WR� VRPHERG\�ȥ�
&ROHPDQ�VDLG��Ȥ$QG�WKHUH�
ZDV�DQRWKHU�KLJK�VFKRRO��
D� ORFDO� KLJK� VFKRRO� VWX-
GHQW� WKHUH�ZKR�ZDV� DVN-
LQJ� DERXW� DQ� LQWHUQVKLS�
DQG� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� RI�
ZRUNLQJ� ZLWK� WKHP� DV� D�
FRPPXQLW\� VHUYLFH� SURM-
HFW��,�ZDV�OLNH��ȡ2K��FRXOG�
,� GR� WKDW� WRR"Ȣ� $QG� WKH\�
ZHUH�OLNH��ȡ<HDK��VXUH�Ȣȥ
+HU� FRPPXQLW\� WKHDWHU�

KDG� D� YHU\� ODUJH� FRVWXPH�
VKRS��FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�VL]H�
RI�WKH�YHQXH��ZKHUH�&ROH-

PDQ�VDLG�LW�ZDV�HIˋFLHQWO\�
UXQ� E\� ˋYH� ZRPHQ� ZKR��
WDXJKW� KHU� WKH� WUDGH�� EH-
JLQQLQJ�ZLWK�VNLOOV�VXFK�DV�
VHZLQJ�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�D�
ORZ�EXGJHW��
&ROHPDQ� ZRUNHG�

HLJKW� WR� ��� KRXUV� D� ZHHN�
DQG� FRQWLQXHG� WKH� MRE�
WKURXJKRXW� KLJK� VFKRRO��
$V� DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH� VWX-
GHQW� DW� 6KRUWHU� 8QLYHUVL-
W\� LQ� 5RPH�� *HRUJLD�� VKH�
GHFLGHG� WR� PDMRU� LQ� PX-
VLFDO�WKHDWUH��6KH�UHFHLYHG�
ZRUN�VWXG\� SRVLWLRQV� DQG�
DVVLVWHG�DW�GHVLJQ�VKRZV��
,W� ZDVQȢW� XQWLO� KHU� VH-

QLRU� \HDU�� KRZHYHU�� � WKDW�
VKH� WUXO\� FRPPLWWHG�
WR� FRVWXPH� GHVLJQ� DV� 
D�FDUHHU�
Ȥ,� ZDV� OLNH�� ȡ<RX� NQRZ�

ZKDW"�,�DFWXDOO\�OLNH�>FRV-
WXPH� GHVLJQ@� D� ZKROH�
ORW� EHWWHU� WKDQ� DFWLQJ� RU��

OLNH�� VLQJLQJ�RU�GDQFLQJ�Ȣȥ�
&ROHPDQ� VDLG�� Ȥ,� GHFLGHG�
WKDW� ,� ZDQWHG� WR� SXUVXH�
WKDW�� DQG� ,ȢYH� EHHQ� GRLQJ�
WKDW�HYHU�VLQFH�ȥ
6LQFH� WKHQ�� &ROHPDQȢV�

FDUHHU�KDV�ˌRXULVKHG��DQG�
VKH� FDQ� SURXGO\� VD\� VKH�
ORYHV� KHU� MRE�� 6KH� VDLG�
String� ZDV� D� SDUWLFXODUO\�
HQMR\DEOH�SURMHFW��
Ȥ,� UHDOO\� OLNH� WKH� IUHH-

GRP� RI� KDYLQJ� WKH� PRVW�
IDQWDVWLFDO� VKRZV�ȥ� VKH�
VDLG�� Ȥ7R� VRUW� RI� VHW� >WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV@� DSDUW�� ,� MXVW�
UKLQHVWRQHG� WKHP�� DQG�
KDG� WKHP� LQ� UHDOO\� EULJKW�
FRORUV� DQG� OLNH� YLEUDQW�
FRORUV� WKDW�ZHUH�GLIIHUHQW�
IURP� WKH� RWKHU� HQVHP-
EOH� PHPEHUV� WKDW� ZHUH� 
RQ�VWDJH�ȥ�
7KH� IUHHGRP� SURYLGHG�

WR� KHU� E\� PRUH� LPDJLQD-
WLYH�VKRZV�LV�KHU�IDYRULWH��

DV�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�String��
6KHȢV�DOVR�FKDOOHQJHG�KHU-
VHOI�WR�JURZ�DV�DQ�DUWLVW��DV�
LV� WKH� FDVH�ZLWK� KHU� SXS-
SHWHHULQJ�FDUHHU��ZKLFK� LV�
D� UHFHQW� GHYHORSPHQW� LQ�
KHU�OLIH��
Ȥ,�KHOSHG�EXLOG�Children 

of Eden�� ZKLFK� LV� D�PXVL-
FDO�DERXW�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FUH-
DWLRQ� VWRU\�� DQG� WKHQ� LQ�
$FW���DQG�$FW��� LWȢV�DERXW�
WKH� VWRU\� RI� 1RDKȢV� $UN�ȥ�
&ROHPDQ� VDLG�� Ȥ7KHUH�
ZHUH� JLUDIIHV� WKDW� ZHUH�
PDGH� RXW� RI� WKHVH� UHDOO\�
WDOO�� OLNH�� XPEUHOOD� VWDQGV�
WKDW� ZHUH� VRUW� RI� SLHFHG�
WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� KRW� JOXH��
WZLQH��DQG�]LS�WLHV�ȥ�

Generation Candyland:  
A Fable LV�DQRWKHU�8,�WKH-
DWUH� SURMHFW� WKDW� UHTXLUHG�
&ROHPDQ� WR� VWUHWFK� KHU�
DELOLWLHV�� 6KH� IDFHG� WKH�
FKDOOHQJH� RI� FUHDWLQJ� D�

ZHQGLJR�� RU� D� ODUJH� ˋF-
WLRQDO� FUHDWXUH� VDLG� WR� EH�
DQ�RPHQ�RI�GHDWK��
Ȥ7KH� ZHQGLJR� ZDV� D�

KHDGSLHFH� WKDW� KDG� OLNH� D�
ORQJ�GUDSH\�ERG\�WKDW�WKLV�
DFWRU� FDUULHG�RQ�D�ELJ�ROG�
SROH� ZD\�� ZD\� WDOOHU� WKDQ�
KHU�ȥ�VKH�VDLG��Ȥ,�WKLQN�ZH�
PHDVXUHG� KLP� DW�� OLNH�� DW�
OHDVW� �� IHHW� DQG� D� FRXSOH�
RI� LQFKHV� DQG� VKH� FRXOG�
NLQG� RI� KROG� KLP� KLJKHU�
WKDQ�WKDW�LI�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR��
DV�ZHOO�ȥ
$OWKRXJK� LW� PDLQO\�

WDNHV� SODFH� EHKLQG� WKH�
VFHQHV�� FRVWXPH� GHVLJQ-
HUVȢ� ZRUN� LV� HYHU�SUHVHQW�
RQ� VWDJH�� &ROHPDQ� LV� D�
SULPH� H[DPSOH�� DV� D� FRV-
WXPH� GHVLJQHU� DQG� SXS-
SHWHHU� ZKR� SXWV� SDVVLRQ�
EHKLQG�HYHU\�VWLWFK��

ariana-lessard@uiowa.edu

Braden Ernst/The Daily Iowan
Graduate student and costume designer Abigail Coleman poses for a portrait at the costume storage room in the Old Museum of Art on April 10.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

http://hancher.uiowa.edu
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