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according to Piedmont Healthcare. 
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for Athenians with other health issues to receive 
care, strains the work of healthcare workers, and in-
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reports that from June through August, COVID-19 
hospitalizations among unvaccinated adults cumu-
lated in a $5 billion cost. 

Students’ quality of learning is also impacted 
by the low vaccination rate. In August through 
October, there were 881 COVID cases in the CCSD, 
according to the CCSD COVID-19 Case Reporting 
Dashboard. If cases rise, the CCSD may transition 
students to online learning for at least a portion of 
the year, a step backward to the infamous “Zoom 

school” that disconnected students from 
so many learning resources they need to 
succeed. 

The consequences of remaining 
unvaccinated are not limited to one 
person’s health or that of a single school 
community -- they ripple out into the 
Athens community.

“It’s kind of the most foundation-
al question of life or death," Athens 
Clarke-County Mayor Kelly Girtz said 
in an interview with The Red and 
Black. “We’ve been heavily incentivizing 
vaccination, and every person who gets 
vaccinated becomes less of a factor for 
COVID spread."

With under half of the city vaccinated, 
the effects of a low vaccination rate are 
becoming more apparent in our school 
district and across Georgia. 

A collective effort in the CCSD and 
Athens toward getting vaccinated is cru-
cial to eliminating the COVID-19 virus 
and returning to normalcy without the 
threat of another spike.

OUR TAKE
Because the COVID-19 vaccine is a crucial element to moving past the pandemic, the 

CCSD community must work together to overcome vaccine hesitancy. 

N o, the vaccine won’t give you 
COVID-19. It won’t implant a microchip 
in your bloodstream and it won’t alter 

your DNA. It will, fortunately, help the Clarke 
County School District return to pre-pandemic 
normalcy. 

On Dec. 11, 2020, the Food and Drug Adminis-
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Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for people ages 
16 and up, and later extended access too all chil-
dren under 16. Though the vaccine will not make 
its recipients completely immune to the virus, it 
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and reduce their chance of serious illness should 
they test positive. 

“COVID-19 vaccines are effective and are a 
critical tool to bring the pandemic under control; 
however, no vaccine is 100% effective at prevent-
ing illness," the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) website stated. “The risk of infec-
tion, hospitalization, and death are all much lower 
in vaccinated people compared to unvaccinated." 
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Department of Public Health, only 46% of Clarke 

County residents are fully vaccinated. The county 
hit 40% at the end of May, showing that new vacci-
nations mostly levelled out months ago. Those who 
aren’t currently vaccinated aren’t likely to make 
large strides on their own.

The impact of such a large unvaccinated pop-
ulation extends beyond those infected with the 
virus. According to Commercial Appeal, pressure 
on healthcare workers at Piedmont Athens Regional 
Hospital rose to a recent high on Oct. 8 with 98.2% 
of ICU beds full. While this number has since 
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empty beds. This dangerous shortage of space is 
preventable through vaccination, seeing as 96% of 
hospitalized COVID-19 patients are unvaccinated, 

Though the vaccine will not make its recip-
ients completely immune to the virus, it will 

increase their chance of survival, should 
they test positive.

Above: GETTING ON BOARD: An illustration ahows the Clarke County School District community being overtaken by the coronavirus while vaccinated individuals encourage others to join them in overcoming the pandemic. 
Vaccine hesitancy in the CCSD is negatively affecting students academically and straining many other sectors of Athens. Illustration by Eleanor Robinson 
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