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Ding!
Hearing their phone go 

off, senior Arlo Craft checked 
their notifications to find a 
remind message from Sexuality 
and Gender Acceptance club 
(SAGA) sponsor Bree Rolfe. It 
was a link to a twitter thread. 
Reading further, their heart 
dropped.

Governor Greg Abbott 
issued a directive in a public 
letter, calling on the state of 
Texas to report parents of 
trans minors if it seems like 
their children are receiving 
gender-affirming medical care. 
Abbott’s letter, released to the 
Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services (DFPS) 
on February 22, 2022, declared 
it child abuse to allow minors 
to transition.

“My immediate response 
was shock and concern,” Craft 
said. “Just the idea that any-
body could have so much ha-
tred for such a broad group of 
people, to try and do something 
like that to them – especially 
as a government figure with so 
much authority and power and 
people who listen to them – it 
was almost unreal, and it was 
scary.”

Immediately after hearing 
about the letter, Craft began 
research into the topic. To their 
relief they found that the letter 
wasn't legally binding; it was 
more of a suggestion than a 
demand. They were also glad 
to hear that Texans, as well as 
allies nation-wide, were pro-
testing the directive and what 
it means for trans youth. They 
shared these discoveries with 

their friends, making sure to 
inform everybody who needed 
to know.

“When I heard about the 
‘classifying trans care as child 
abuse’ thing, I was worried,” 
senior Radio Farris said. “My 
mom’s giving me gender 
affirming health care, I’m on 
testosterone currently, and 
It’s terrifying to know that 
my mom could go to jail for 
supporting my own transition. 
Learning that it was a sugges-
tion was a relief, but although 
Austin specifically is super ac-
cepting, if we lived in any other 
city in Texas, we would be in a 
lot more danger.”

According to Craft, Abbott’s 
directive was heavily based on a 
non-binding legal opinion from 
Attorney General Ken Paxton. 
In this opinion, Paxton stated 
that “each of the ‘sex change’ 
procedures and treatments,” 
when administered to minors, 
“can legally constitute child 
abuse” under multiple points of 
the Texas Family Code. Abbott 
adhered to these ideas, and 
sent his letter only a day after.

“These ideas on child abuse 
are dumb,” Pride Representa-
tive Chelsea McCaffrey said. 
“It’s very bold of Abbott to say 
that this is child abuse when 
he let children freeze to death 
in the storm, and when he’s 
allowing children to be put in 
cages at the border. Parents 
that are doing what’s right by 
their children, and caring for 
them, and doing what is best 
for them, are not abusive.”

Gender-modification 
procedures include: puberty 
blockers, hormone control-
lers, and gender affirmation 
surgery. Such procedures are 

important to the trans commu-
nity because they make trans 
men and women feel more 
comfortable with their bodies. 
Farris believes that politicians 
don’t understand the problem 

with banning these operations 
because they only consider the 
few people who regretted their 
operations and detransitioned. 
He believes that politicians take 
this to mean that everyone is 
either faking it or will regret it 
later.

“I was very irritated to hear 
this,” senior El Wechsler said. 
“It's freaky to think that people 
know so little about what trans 
affirming action really is and 
how much it helps people. A 
lot of people think that it's this 
big, dangerous thing that kids 
will regret when they're older, 
when that's really not the case. 
The fact that people (like Ab-
bott) can go so far just because 
they don't know anything about 
it is just really scary.”

In his directive, Abbott 
urged the involvement of all 
“licensed professionals” and 
“members of the general pub-
lic.” Teachers were especially 
called on to submit cases to 
the DFPS, if they suspect their 
students are transitioning. The 
DFPS was ordered to “conduct 
a prompt and thorough inves-

tigation” of any such reports 
of minors being "subjugated to 
abusive gender transitioning 
procedures.” 

“It’s just very concerning 
to see how much influence 
one person can have just by 
saying something,” Wechsler 
said. “Knowing what that could 
mean further on is really worry-
ing. I wasn’t surprised that he 
supported this, but it really is 
concerning and disappointing.”

The DFPS said they’d do as 
the letter demanded. According 
to DFPS spokesman Patrick 
Crimmins, nine investigations 
have opened against families 
under suspicion of supporting 
their children's medical transi-
tions. In response, the state's 
largest pediatric hospital, 
Texas Children's Hospital, has 
stopped prescribing gender-af-
firming hormones. Contrary to 
those complying with Abbott's 
demands, AISD spokesperson 
Jason Stanford released a state-
ment denouncing the letter 
and policies coming from the 
governor's desk.

"We are going to do what-

ever it takes to give every one 
of our students what they need 
to thrive," AISD spokesperson 
Jason Stanford said. "And that 
means every single kid, no mat-
ter what, including trans kids. 
Child abuse is too important 
to be used to score political 
points."

Many believe this has had a 
direct impact on LGBT youths 
all around Texas. Craft feels 
that it hurts trans morale and 
pride, and Farris believes it 
compounds a feeling of help-
lessness in trans minors who 
are already having a hard time 
coming to terms with their 
identities. He also fears that it 
might dissuade children from 
coming out to their parents, for 
fear of abandonment.
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Restricting rights and infuriating communities
Texas legislature passed bill to stop young transgender kids from being able to transition

Asian-American Allies club celebrates a historical month
Lucille Price

Reviews Editor

It was a normal day in fourth grade. 
Senior Vanessa Nguyen was excited to eat her 

traditional Vietnamese fish and cooked salmon 
her father had prepared for her.

When she opened her box, she received a 
different reaction from her classmates, who 
questioned the fish’s odor and color. What was a 
seemingly normal day in fourth grade turned into 
an embarrassing and defining moment in Nguy-
en’s relationship with her Vietnamese culture 
from a young age.

“Since I was young, my parents taught me 
to embrace my culture,” 
Nguyen said. “However, 
attending predominantly 
white schools since I was 
little left me battling with 
how others perceive me. 
In the past, I felt the need 
to conform to American 
culture and resent my Viet-
namese heritage.”

The month of May 
nationally celebrates 
Pacific-Islander and 
Asian-American heritage. 
Specifically at Bowie, 
the Asian-American Ally 
Club (AAA) honors and 
celebrates the students’ 
difference of backgrounds 
and individuality.

“My personal struggles and ability to share 
with my peers encouraged me to start the 
Asian-American and Ally club with a group of 
Asian students,” Nguyen said. “So far, I think we 
want to make some announcements and hope to 
host a F.I.T. with games and make posters around 
the school.”

Junior Tommy Morales, as another 
Asian-American student and first generation 
Asian-American, believes that this month cele-
brating his heritage will be beneficial to students 
trying to embrace their culture more publicly.

“I embrace that I am different from most 
Americans because I have two different cul-
tures, being born in China,” Morales said. “This 

month is going to mean a lot to me because I do 
struggle with stereotypes, and I want the culture 
I was born into to be recognized and celebrated 
more than I feel it usually is.”

The month commemorates immigration of 
the first Japanese person to the United States 
on May 7, 1843. As a sponsor of the AAA club, 
counselor April Giuffre is able to dive into what 
being a second generation American means to 
her.

 “I am the daughter of Filipino immigrants 
and I am proud to represent my culture in the 
United States and just kind of break any stereo-
types,” Giuffre said. “I was completely raised 
here and I’ve been back to the Philippines, but 

I think it’s pretty awesome 
that my parents made a life 
here.”

According to the Texas 
Tribune, Bowie’s population 
of Asian-American students 
is only 5.8% and 57.9% of 
the campus consisting of 
white students. Despite the 
difference in these numbers, 
Nguyen has found comfort 
in fellow Asian-American 
students in the Bowie com-
munity whom she connects 
with.

“My experience in mid-
dle school drew hostility 
between my conflicting cul-
tures; however, my transition 
to high school evolved my 

true identity as I met friends that experienced 
the same microaggressions as I did,” Nguyen 
said. 

Nguyen still faces discrimination and micro-
aggressions, but continues to grow in accepting 
her identity and both cultures, she is not alone 
on campus, as Giuffre has experienced similar 
beliefs in her upbringing. 

“I don’t think I fully embraced my culture 
until I was an adult,” Giuffre said. “I think I 
started really appreciating that I just came from a 
different household.”

For Morales, celebrating Asian American hol-
idays helps him to better embrace his own Asian 
American culture. 

“For Chinese New Year, my family and I all 
hang out and celebrate and light fireworks, lots 
of fireworks,” Morales said. “This celebration 
allows me to see my culture in a positive light 
and bond with my family.”

Even as an adult, Giuffre has continued to 
experience an increase in discrimination recently 
and hopes that Asian American History Month 
will allow students to gain a broader perspec-
tive and altogether newfound respect for Asian 
American culture.

“Recently there has been a lot of hate crimes 
and seemingly more open discrimination against 

Asians,” Giuffre said. “I'd love for students to be 
willing to speak up for others and drive out that 
hate.”

Overall the AAA club is optimistic that Asian 
American History month will increase the cam-
pus’s awareness surrounding their culture and 
continues to proudly share their culture with the 
communities surrounding them.

“I’m very thankful that I am able to share the 
community’s history, pain, joy and help pay 
homage to my ancestors and trailblazers to help 
amplify voices in the AAPI movement,” Nguyen 
said. 

SPREADING ACCEPTANCE: Seniors Vanessa Nguyen and Kelly Matthews spend their morning design-
ing posters to celebrate Asian-History month. Nguyen organizes the AAA and pushes her members to join 
her in celebration of their culture. PHOTO BY Corinne Piorkowski 

ROARING WITH PRIDE: Sophomore Clyde Warren participating in a protest at the capital and raising his views high and proud. Warren, as 
a member of the transgender community is fighting for his rights and pushes those around him to pursue and wear their identity with pride.  
PHOTO BY Mazzy Warren

I'm very thankful that 
I'm able to share the 
community's history, 
pain, joy, and help 
pay homage to my 

ancestors.

Vanessa Nguyen 
Senior
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