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Legislation that would strengthen gun rights in 
Iowa was introduced during this year’s legislative 
session, but relaxing gun restrictions isn’t anything 

new for the state.
One of the current active bills during this year’s 

legislative session is Senate File 543 that was  introduced 
in the Iowa Senate. SF 543 would allow the possession of 
firearms in vehicles parked at schools, jails, and higher 
education institutions. 

Steffen Schmidt, a political science professor at Iowa 
State University, wrote in an email to The Daily Iowan that 
bills like SF 543 are an example of gun laws in the state 
that are becoming less restrictive. 

House File 147, a bill that was killed during funnel week, 
would have created the Second Amendment Preservation 
Act that would reaffirm the state’s rights to decide gun 
laws within its borders. 

Elinor Levin, D-Iowa City, said the bill created a conflict 

Iowa sees push 
to ease gun 
restrictions
The state passed an amendment to the Iowa 
Constitution last year, and now the GOP seeks to 
strengthen gun rights protections in the state. 

LEGISLATION | Page 3A

BY THE NUMBERS:
During the exploration of story pitches, The Daily 
Iowan found common data and information that 
would be useful and visually interesting to show 
the Iowa City and UI community. 

Page 6A

I N S I D E
GUN VIOLENCE INTERVENTION ADVOCATES 
PERSIST AMID LOOSENING GUN REGULATIONS:
Gun safety advocates, such as Temple Hiatt, said 
gun legislation should be implemented to minimize 
harm from firearms. 
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AIRPORT FIREARM INTERCEPTIONS ON THE RISE:
More guns were found at Iowa airports in 2022 than 
in previous years. The Des Moines International 
Airport caught 15 guns, while the Eastern Iowa 
Airport in Cedar Rapids caught six in 2022.
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Why we chose a ‘loaded 
debate’ for our special edition

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

While many ideas were discussed, a “loaded debate” was chosen 
because it’s a hot-button and comprehensive topic. 

One of the most im-
portant responsibilities I 
have as executive editor 
is choosing stories that go 
in our print paper. Because 
The Daily Iowan only prints 
twice a week, I always want 
to make sure that our cov-
erage has an impact on our 
community. 

So, dedicating a whole 
issue like this print edition 
is a big deal. 

When I began my tenure 
as Executive Editor, I knew 
I wanted one of our 68 
print issues to be a “spe-

cial edition” like editors 
have created in the past. 
The first one I was a part 
of was two years ago when 
the DI published a paper 
dedicated to “one year of 
COVID-19.” 

After witnessing the is-
sue’s impact, I realized the 
power that journalism has 
when we provide compre-
hensive coverage on a top-
ic that’s important to our 
community. 

A lot of potential spe-
cial edition topics, such 
as student loan forgive-
ness, were thrown around 
during last semester.  

So, why did we choose 
guns in Iowa? To state the 
obvious first, guns are a 
hot-button issue. In 2022, 
the U.S. Congress passed 
a milestone gun control 
bill that was supported by 
both Democrats and Re-

publicans. This was the 
first time in almost 30 
years that firearms legis-
lation received bipartisan 
support.

On a state level, gun laws 
in Iowa have drastically 
changed within the past 
five years. One of the most 
notable changes happened 
during the 2021 Legislative 
Session, when Gov. Kim 
Reynolds signed a new law 
removing the requirement 
to obtain or carry a per-
mit when possessing a gun 
within city limits. 

More recently, 65 per-
cent of Iowans voted in 
support of the “Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms” 
amendment to Iowa’s 
constitution that would 
strengthen protections for 
gun rights. 

Second, guns are a com-
prehensive and data-heavy 

topic. From gun offenses 
to gun interceptions at 
Iowa airports, we knew 
this issue had the potential 
for a variety of stories and 
visually interesting graph-
ics. That’s why we have a 
whole page dedicated to 
different numbers, statis-
tics, and facts surrounding 
guns, gun violence, and 
gun regulations in Iowa 
and across the country. 

Finally, another reason 
why we chose to focus 
on guns in this edition is 
because of the increased 
amount of gun violence 
and crime both locally 
and nationally. According 
to data from the Gun Vi-
olence Archive, 2022 was 
reported to be the sec-
ond-highest year for mass 
shootings in the U.S. 

While current University 
of Iowa students have been 
fortunate to avoid shoot-
ing events on campus, a 
number of shootings in 
downtown Iowa City have 
created concerns within 
the community. Univer-
sities like Michigan State 
have also experienced 
gun violence that killed 
four students last month, 
showing that the safety 
of students can quickly 
change.

Additionally, gun vio-
lence is costing Iowans, 
whether they’ve experi-
enced it or not. On aver-
age, gun violence costs 
the state $4.2 billion every 
year, and $53 million of it 
is paid by taxpayers. 

When we worked on 
this issue, we wanted to 
include as many different 
voices as possible. From 
politicians to health care 
workers to UI students, we 

were able to highlight a va-
riety of voices and cover a 
wide range of topics in this 
paper. 

We know our readership 
is going to have differing 
opinions on topics such as 
guns and methods to com-
bat gun violence. The goal 
of this print edition isn’t 
just to provide statistics 
or facts about guns in the 

state. 
I also hope that this 

special edition will spark 
conversation on these dif-
ferent issues. Our writers, 
photographers, and editors 
have worked on this edi-
tion since January, and we 
hope this paper makes the 
impact we want it to make. 

hannah-pinski@uiowa.edu

Hannah Pinski
Executive Editor

JoCO, IC sees steady number of gun offenses and crimes

Alejandro Rojas 
Jack Moore

Gun offenses and 
crimes have remained 
steady for the past four 
years in Johnson County 
despite an increase in the 
prosecutions of firearm 
possession. 

The Johnson County At-
torney’s Office prosecuted 
80 cases involving guns 
between 2019 and 2020, 
according to data provid-
ed by County Attorney Ra-
chel Zimmermann Smith. 
It remains unclear wheth-
er gun crimes and deaths 
are becoming more fre-
quent across the county.  

Data from the Johnson 
County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office show that 
firearm fatalities declined 
in 2018 but have been 
steadily rising back to 
around 20 deaths per year. 
The Medical Examiner’s 

office investigates sudden 
or unexpected deaths that 
are due to unnatural caus-
es to determine the cause 
and manner of death of 
the deceased.

Johnson County Med-
ical Examiner Execu-
tive Director Clayton 
Schuneman said the most 
common type of gun-in-
flicted injury was death by 
suicide. In 2022, 21 people 
died in Johnson Coun-
ty from firearms, and 13 
were death by suicide. 

“One of the primary 
responsibilities that we 
have is to investigate all 
these deaths and then col-
late this data and put that 
in the hands of people 
who can make policy de-
cisions,” Schuneman said.

Schuneman said most 
of the suicides and homi-
cides the Medical Exam-
iner’s Office investigates 
are from handguns rather 

than higher caliber fire-
arms. 

“[It’s] pretty noticeable 
that the vast majority of 
those are occurring with 
handguns as opposed to 
rifles or shotguns, and 
that includes suicides 
and our homicides,” 
Schuneman said.

Gun offenses and 
prosecutions in Johnson 
County, Iowa City

The Johnson County 
Attorney prosecuted 43 
people for possession of a 
firearm as a felon between 
2019 and 2020: 

• The county attor-
ney reported 21 
firearm-related of-
fenses in 2019. 

• The county attor-
ney reported 22 
firearm-related of-
fenses in 2020. 

• The county attor-
ney reported 35 
firearm-related of-
fenses in 2021. 

The second most nota-
ble increase was prosecu-
tions of persons ineligible 
to carry dangerous weap-
ons. This number jumped 
from 13 in 2021 to 38 in 
2022. 

According to publicly 
available data on gun of-
fenses in Iowa City from 
the Iowa City Police De-
partment, there were a to-
tal of 109 shootings from 
2019-2021. The year with 
the most shootings in this 
period was 2020, when 57 
shootings occurred.

The data also shows 
that there were five homi-
cides in this period: three 
in 2021, two in 2020, and 
none in 2019.

UI police see decrease in calls, 

higher firearm-related offenses 

Hayley Bruce, assistant 
director for communi-
cation and external re-
lations for the Office of 
Campus Safety, wrote in 
an email to the DI that the 
UI Police Department saw 
a decrease in calls during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The three reported in-
cidents in 2022 consisted 
of a suspect attempting to 
disarm an officer, posses-
sion of a handgun during 
a traffic stop, and reports 
of shots fired. 

The University of Iowa 
Office of Campus Safety 
provided the DI with data 
related to gun-offenses 
on the university cam-
pus, which showed that 
firearm-related offenses 
on the UI’s campus were 
higher than normal for 
the last two years. There 
were three reported inci-

dents in 2021, with no in-
cidents in 2020, and only 
one in 2019. 

In 2021, there was a 
possession of a firearm 
during a traffic stop, a re-
port of a gun being point-
ed at someone with no 
gun recovery, and reports 
of shots fired on the T. 
Anne Clery Walkway.

Bruce also referred in 
her email a message from 
Assistant Vice President 
for Campus Safety Mark 
Bullock on Feb. 22, which 
outlined what the UI does 
to address campus vio-
lence as well as the re-
sources it has to support 
students. 

In the message, Bull-
ock wrote that the UI De-
partment of Public Safety 
reassesses best practices 
after events like the mur-
ders at Michigan State 
University earlier this 
year. 

This includes training 
campus police to a level 
that exceeds standards, 
having threat assessment 
and intervention pro-
grams, supporting men-
tal and emotional health 
of people, among other 
things.

He also wrote what stu-
dents and faculty should 
and can do to help them 
be aware and prepared 
for any emergencies. 
This included receiving 
Hawk Alerts, checking the 
emergency website during 
emergencies, attending 
trainings for violent inci-
dent survival and first aid, 
and reporting troubling 
behavior.

Bruce said, however,  
and the police department 
can’t attribute a specific 
reason for the decrease in 
calls during the pandemic. 

“While we can’t specu-
late on one factor behind 
the decrease in gun-relat-
ed incidents on campus in 
2020, it’s reasonable to as-
sume that there were less 
opportunities for this type 
of crime on campus be-
cause many people across 
campus and in the wider 
Iowa City community were 
practicing social distanc-
ing and working/learning 
from home,” Bruce wrote.

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
A police officer walks through a crime scene near the entrance of Brother’s Bar and Grill after reports of shots 
fired near the Ped Mall in Iowa City, on Jan. 14. 

The county attorney’s office increasingly prosecuted firearm possessions, but gun violence and crime rates are stable. 

Emily Nyberg/The Daily Iowan
A person holds a handgun at the Hawkeye Wildlife Shooting Range in Amana, Iowa, on March 20. 
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of interest over who 
should carry firearms. 

“Legislation like this 
artificially creates a con-
flict between the idea that 
someone is a peaceful, 
law-abiding citizen is able 
to own a gun and the idea 
that there could still be re-
strictions to protect those 
of us who are around peo-
ple who may not be safe 
to own weaponry or there 
may not be certain weap-
onry that is safe for all to 
own,” Levin said. 

Gun restrictions loosen in 
Iowa

In recent years, legisla-
tion spearheaded by the 
GOP have eased gun re-
strictions in Iowa. 

“Now there are very 
few restrictions to owning 
and possessing firearms 
and even keeping a gun 
in your vehicle in a school 
parking lot, as long as it’s 
hidden from sight, or an-
other sensitive location 
is now allowed,” Schmidt 
said. 

During the November 
2022 midterm election, 
Iowans voted to add “strict 
scrutiny language” — or 
the “right to bear arms” — 
that protected the Second 
Amendment in the state 

constitution. Strict scru-
tiny is the highest level of 
scrutiny that legislation 
needs to pass. 

The addition of the lan-
guage received 65 per-
cent of the votes, while 35 
percent of Iowans voted 
against the language. 

“That vote did demon-
strate very broad support 
for the right to keep and 
bear arms in Iowa,” Levin 
said about the November 
amendment to the Iowa 
Constitution. 

The phrase, “the right 
to keep and bear arms” 
is a new political idea, 
Schmidt said. 

“It’s not controversial 
in general, but those op-
posed to more relaxed gun 
laws and more gun rights 
see it as another obstacle 
to any state gun control 
laws,” Schmidt said.  

During the 2021 Iowa 
legislative session, Re-
publican Gov. Kim Reyn-
olds signed a law that 
removed the requirement  
for a permit to attain, 
purchase, or carry a gun 
in a public place. A Des 
Moines Register Iowa poll 
found that around two-
thirds of Iowans opposed 
the new law signed by 
Reynolds. 

Now that Iowa does  
does not require a back-
ground check or the pur-
chase of a permit to car-

ry a concealed weapon, 
the state ranks No. 31 in 
terms of gun control law 
strength, according to a 
ranking by Everytown for 
Gun Safety, a non-prof-
it advocacy group that 
advocates for better gun 
control laws. 

A 2020 poll by Giffords 
and Public Policy Polling 
revealed that 79 percent 
of Iowa voters support 
background checks being 
required to purchase a 
firearm. 

Compared to other Re-
publican states, Iowa is 
ranked low for gun con-
trol law strength. Flori-
da is No. 19 and Texas is 
ranked under Iowa at No. 
32. 

Republicans and 
Democrats have different 
interpretations of Second 
Amendment

Schmidt said the Sec-
ond Amendment has 
been broadly interpret-
ed by the U.S. Supreme 
Court to side with gun 
rights activists, often ex-
panding rights. However, 
the federal government 
has successfully passed 
restrictions on certain 
firearms. 

In 2022, the U.S. Con-
gress passed a gun con-
trol bill that implement-
ed stricter background 

checks for young buyers 
and promoted states to 
take guns away from po-
tentially dangerous peo-
ple.

“Conservatives espe-
cially believe that gun 
ownership is a fundamen-
tal, almost sacred, right 
in the United States,” 
Schmidt said. “In part 
to defend oneself and 
also, in case it’s need-
ed, to defend against an 
oppressive government, 
and the gun industry has 
also been lobbying very 
successfully to reduce re-
strictions.”

As laws related to the 
Second Amendment are 
being introduced around 
the country, so has more 
debate about the need for 
such laws. 

Indiana introduced 
nearly a dozen laws ex-
panding gun rights, ac-
cording to the Indianap-
olis Star. Lawmakers have 
introduced laws allowing 
retired police officers to 
bring guns onto school 
grounds, providing tax 
credits for buying gun 
safes, and providing pen-
alties for improperly stor-
ing firearms. 

“Second Amendment 
is necessary to protect 
us from anyone getting 
you to know, using guns 
against us, or using weap-

ons against us or infring-
ing on our, you know, 
seeking to harm us phys-
ically,” said Brad Crans-
ton, a pastor and lobbyist 
for Iowa Baptists for Bib-
lical Values.

Rep. Adam Zabner, 
D-Iowa City, said legisla-
tors who are opposed to 
these bills do not want 
to infringe on the Sec-
ond Amendment. Zabner 
was a vocal opponent of 
the 2022 midterm vote on 
the Second Amendment 
because he was not a fan 
of the language used to 
write the amendment. 

“What we are saying is 
that we have to make sure 
that folks who buy guns 
are in the right mindset 
to make that purchase, 
have had a background 
check,” Zabner said. 

Zabner said legislation 
that will create safety 
laws and guidelines for 
owning a gun could save 
lives. 

“I think there is a com-
promise to be found … 
we should be able to find 
common ground here,” 
Zabner said. 

While gun-related bills 
have been introduced in 
the legislature, legisla-
tors are reminded of the 
2022 Des Moines High 
School shooting that 
killed a 15-year-old stu-

dent and injured two oth-
er students. 

Zabner said it should 
not be the responsibil-
ity of children to worry 
about protection against 
firearms while on school 
property. 

“It is absolutely my 
firmly held belief that 
adults are responsible for 
protecting children, and 
that first starts with pro-
tecting them in the case 
of guns, that first starts 
with protecting children 
from being surrounded by 
guns in situations when 
they should be safe,” Zab-
ner said. “That means 
addressing the systemic 
issues that lead to guns 
being available so readi-
ly.” 

As Iowa and other 
states implement less re-
strictive gun laws, gun vi-
olence could grow as well, 
Schmidt said. 

“The terrible school 
and workplace shootings 
and an epidemic of gun 
suicides especially among 
veterans are growing 
challenges to American 
democracy,” Schmidt 
said. “Unfortunately, 
there is no consensus on 
how to address this prob-
lem.” 

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa wrestling team poses for a team picture while being reconized for finishing second after session six of the NCAA Wrestling Championships at BOK 
Center in Tulsa, Okla., on March 18. Iowa finished with 82.5 points.

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
A gun flare is seen at the Hawkeye Wildlife Shooting Range in Amana, Iowa on March 20.

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
Adam Zabner, the Democratic nominee for Iowa House Districts 90 and 89, speaks to attendees after an event in the 
Iowa Memorial Union Leadership Room on Oct. 3, 2022. 

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
Elinor Levin, Iowa House of Representative candidate for District 89, answers questions from the audience on Oct. 
3, 2022, after an event in the Iowa Memorial Union Leadership Room.

The Iowa House and Senate voted to 
amend the Iowa Consitution to include 
a requirement that gun restrictions 
require strict scrutiny. The amendment 
then went to Iowa voters to decide 
whether to adopt the measure.

Secretary of State Paul Pate 
ratified the 49th amendment to 
the Iowa Constitution after it 
received overwhelming support 
from Iowans during the midterm 
election.

Sixty-five percent of Iowans voted 
to increase protections for gun 
rights in the state’s constitution by 
voting to adopt an amendment 
requiring strict scrutiny to restrict 
access to firearms.

The Iowa House and Senate voted to 
amend the Iowa Consitution to 
include a requirement that gun 
restrictions require strict scrutiny. 
The amendment had to pass another 
vote in the Iowa Legislature again 
before it went to voters for approval.

March 13, 2019 Nov. 8, 2022

Jan. 28, 2021
Dec. 9, 2022

House Study Bill 254 
passes a committee vote 
on party lines.

House File
756 passed a vote in the Iowa 
Senate, 31-17. The bill then went to 
the governor for her signature 
before it became law.

House File 756 passed a vote 
in the Iowa House, 60-37.

House Study Bill 254 was 
introduced into the Iowa 
Legislature. The law removed 
the requirement to obtain a 
permit before purchasing a 
handgun.

Feb. 25, 2021 March 17, 2021

March 5, 2021

March 22, 2021

Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a 
law that removed the 
requirement to obtain a permit 
before purchasing a handgun. 
The law also increased the 
penalty on private sellers who 
sell a gun to someone they 
know, or reasonably should 
know, who is legally barred 
from owning one.

April 2, 2021

Timeline of changes to Second Amendment in Iowa Constitution Timeline of removal of Iowa handgun permit requirement

LEGISLATION
Continued from Front
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Opinions
COLUMN

Gun rights have been a 
heated debate among both 
sides of the aisle for years. 

No matter what side of 
the issue we stand on, one 
thing needs to be clear: 
It is the people who com-
mit acts of violence with 
firearms, not the firearms 
themselves.

 In Iowa, we should pay 
attention to the mental 
health of potential firearm 
owners by criminalizing 
firearm possession — not 

only purchases — to those 
with a concerning mental 
health background.     

This must be consid-
ered when firearms are 
called into the question 
of law. Within reason, we 
shouldn’t restrict the ac-
cessibility. Instead, we 
need to enact laws that 
prevent firearms getting 
into the wrong hands. 

Left-wing activists and 
most Democrats want to 
restrict access to firearms 
through extensive back-
ground checks and prohib-
iting open carry by citizens. 
The argument is that gun 
violence can be curbed 
with tighter regulation for 
firearms. Meanwhile, the 
majority of conservatives 
and Republicans believe 
firearms should be sold 
with little federal involve-

ment.
Gun laws in Iowa have 

changed drastically over 
the years. On Nov. 9, 
2022,  Iowa voters decid-
ed whether firearms are 
a fundamental individual 
right to ensure rights to 
arms at the state level. This 
amendment passed with 
65.2 percent of the vote.

The new language rede-
fines firearm ownership as 
a fundamental right: 

“The right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed,” 
the Iowa Constitution now 
reads. “The sovereign state 
of Iowa affirms and recog-
nizes this right to be a fun-
damental individual right. 
Any and all restrictions of 
this right shall be subject 
to strict scrutiny.” 

This aligns with Iowa’s 

relatively loose firearm re-
strictions, including con-
cealed carry of firearms. In 
Iowa, no permit is needed 
to conceal carry if the car-
rier is old enough and eligi-
ble for a firearm possession 
permit. 

Other states around Iowa 
have responded differently 
to issues surrounding fire-
arms. They set an example 
for how Iowa can prevent 
gun violence without bind-
ing the hands of future or 
current firearm owners. 

In Wisconsin, posses-
sion of a firearm is illegal 
for those who have been 
found not guilty of a crime 
by pleading insanity. This 
law also applies to those 
committed for treatment 
because of a developmen-
tal disability, drug depen-
dency, or mental illness 

and have been ordered not 
to possess a firearm. 

But Iowa does not pro-
hibit those with mental 
health issues to have a fire-
arm.

 There is a common mis-
conception that those with 
mental illness are always 
responsible for gun vio-
lence. Most of those with 
mental illness don’t enact 
violence against others. 
According to Everytown 
For Gun Safety, the lead-
ing cause of firearm death 
in Iowa during 2022 was 
suicide, at 78 percent, and 
homicide, at 19 percent. 

Iowa only requires men-
tal health reporting on 
purchasing firearms. We 
should take this a step fur-
ther because a person can 
already be in possession of 
a firearm through means 

of previous ownership be-
fore a diagnosis, being giv-
en a firearm, or living in a 
household with a firearm.

If our legislature had 
measures in place to re-
duce firearm access to 
mentally vulnerable in-
dividuals, it could reduce 
firearm fatalities. This can 
be done by adopting a sim-
ilar legislature that Wis-
consin has.  

It is the people and 
their mental health that 
we should worry about 
in Iowa. We shouldn’t be 
looking at attachments 
or models, but the people 
themselves.  

If we worry about indi-
viduals before firearms, we 
can stop the trigger from 
being pulled. 

christopher-klepach@uiowa.edu 

Focus on the ‘who’ in gun policy
When gun crimes occur, the perpetrators need to be addressed.

Gun violence is a public health concern
The psychosocial impacts of increased gun violence are impacting U.S. communities. 

The U.S. Constitution is 
a social contract between 
the government and the 
people to guarantee every 
American the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.   

But the current inter-
pretation of the Second 
Amendment violates those 
inalienable rights the con-
stitution was designed to 
protect. Social construct 
theory was originally de-
fined by the 17th centu-
ry English philosopher 
Thomas Hobbes to explain 
the political organization 

of human societies. 
In Hobbes’ view, hu-

mans are predisposed to 
violence and act on violent 
urges. The prevalence of 
violence prevents humans 
from advancing as a civili-
zation, as all resources are 
allocated toward waging 
war.

But if there is an ex-
ternal force — or what 
Hobbes calls a “Leviathan” 
— that can regulate human 
behavior, violence will de-
crease.

The Leviathan, in oth-
er words, is a government 
that can protect a popula-
tion because it is a central-
ized state that has enough 
resources to create an 
army for defense. Hobbes’ 
only stipulation is that to 
fund this army, the popu-
lation has to give up their 
liberty.

The founding fathers 
were influenced by social 

contract theory. However, 
it was the social contract 
theory of Hobbes’s succes-
sor, John Locke, that the 
fathers modeled the con-
stitution on. 

In Locke’s view, the gov-
ernment’s responsibility 
to its citizens is to allow 
them to pursue the afore-
mentioned unalienable 
rights. Locke concludes 
that the best form of gov-
ernment is a weak, decen-
tralized government. 

While Locke’s social 
contract is an improve-
ment over Hobbes’, it fails 
to adequately address the 
security concerns that 
people have. Therefore, 
the perfect synthesis of 
the two social contracts 
would be a state that can 
guarantee the protection 
of a population while also 
allowing that population 
to exercise their unalien-
able rights. 

Unfortunately, the Sec-
ond Amendment does not 
allow for that.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
currently defines that the 
Second Amendment guar-
antees that individuals 
have the right to use guns 
as a weapon of self-de-
fense.

This interpretation of 
the Second Amendment 
has led to the prolifera-
tion of the number of guns 
in the U.S., with 120.5 
firearms per 100 people, 
Bloomberg News report-
ed in 2022. Furthermore, 
some states have taken 
the doctrine of self-de-
fense even further. 

In fact, Iowa Republi-
cans used the self-defense 
argument a year and a 
half ago when the state 
government passed a law 
allowing individuals to 
carry guns in public with-
out permits. Laws like this 

have led to the erosion 
of U.S. governing institu-
tion’s monopolization of 
violence. 

If many individuals 
have easy access to guns, 
it is probable that some of 
these guns could end up 
being used for violence. 

Criminal organizations 
such as gangs could ob-
tain guns through straw 
purchases or theft. Mean-
while, nearly 1 million 
women have been shot 
at by an intimate partner 
raising concerns about 
domestic violence and 
gun use. Finally, out of 
almost 45,000 gun deaths 
in 2020, over half of those 
were suicides. 

Simply put, U.S. gov-
erning institutions do not 
have the necessary au-
thority to reduce gun vi-
olence. This is because of 
the handicaps caused by 
the current interpretation 

of the Second Amend-
ment. Thus, making it so 
the U.S. government is 
not fulfilling its promise 
to guarantee the pursuit 
of life, liberty, and happi-
ness. 

There are many great 
plans to reduce gun vio-
lence, such as implement-
ing more regulations on 
who can purchase guns 
and hiring more federal 
agents to confiscate ille-
gal guns. 

Unfortunately, none of 
these plans can be imple-
mented until we realize 
that the current inter-
pretation of the Second 
Amendment inadvertent-
ly allows people to com-
mit violent crimes against 
their fellow Americans.

shahab-khan@uiowa.edu

The promise of the U.S. Constitution
Gun violence has stripped Americans of their right the constitution was supposed to guarantee.

Shahab Khan
Opinions Columnist

COLUMN

Yasmina Sahir
Opinions Columnist

Chris Klepach
Opinions Columnist 

COLUMN

Gun violence needs at-
tention before more lives 
are lost or indirectly im-
pacted by lethal firearm 
use. 

Gun Violence Archive 
counted 9,075 gun-related 
deaths in 2023, as of March 
20. While this number is 
already too high, reports 
of gun violence never in-
clude the number of lives 
changed for every individu-
al indirectly harmed by gun 
violence. 

If the psychological and 
social effects of gun vio-
lence on American com-
munities are considered 
as important as protecting 
the right to carry, there is 
no choice but to pursue 
stricter regulations on gun 
ownership, usage, and con-
cealed carry licensing in 
Iowa. 

The BBC reported 19,000 
U.S. gun related deaths 
in 2020 — a 34 percent 
increase from 2019 and 

the most violent year for 
gun related deaths since 
1985.2020 was the most 
violent year for gun related 
deaths since 1985. 

The Pew Research Cen-
ter noted this number is 
the total number of gun 
related deaths, but it does 
not consider population 
growth. The year with the 
highest rate of gun deaths 
per 100,000 people in the 
U.S. was 1974.

Another gap in these 
statistics is that those 
numbers report only peo-
ple directly affected by 
gun violence. But for each 
life lost, there are family, 
friends, and community 
members negatively im-
pacted by the aftermath of 
a shooting, suicide by gun, 
or other lethal encounter 
with a firearm. 

The Education Fund to 
Stop Gun Violence notes 
people may experience 
symptoms of post-trau-
matic stress disorder, anx-
iety, and depression  and 
may develop sleep prob-
lems, intrusive thoughts, 
or personality changes in 
response to experiencing 
gun violence directly or 
through knowing someone 
who was directly affected.

It is important to recog-
nize that gun violence does 

not affect us all equally. 
White, cisgender men are 
most likely to be gun own-
ers, while communities of 
color, LGBTQ+ communi-
ties, and other marginal-
ized groups are most likely 
to be victims of gun vio-
lence. 

Communities at risk may 
experience negative social 
and psychological effects 
of gun violence even if they 
are not directly impact-
ed. The idea that “I could 
be next” based on identi-
ty, gender expression, or 
demographics does not 
require a personal violent 
event to acknowledge that 
living one’s life authen-
tically may make them a 
target. 

Bills targeting transgen-
der Iowans and diversity ef-
forts in public schools send 
a message that marginal-
ized communities are not 
welcome in this state and 
deserve little protections 
from violence. This places a 
larger target on the backs of 
individuals who are already 
at greater risk of harm com-
pared to their straight, cis-
gender, white peers.

Some solutions include 
investing in community 
intervention programs, re-
searching effective meth-
ods for dispelling the idea 

that guns solve interper-
sonal problems, and utiliz-
ing mental health services 
trained to communicate 
the risks of guns to at-risk 
communities — especially 
youth. 

Hospital-based inter-
vention programs connect 
gunshot or stab wound vic-
tims to social workers or 
therapists to discuss how 
retaliation is not a form of 
justice. Outside of hospi-
tal settings, studies show 
cleaning up abandoned 
areas, creating greener 
communities, and re-
ducing the sale and 
consumption of 
alcohol lower gun 
violence rates.

P a r t n e r i n g 
with law en-
forcement is 
also an option. 
In Oakland, 
California, the 
city’s Cease-
fire Program 
brings to-
gether indi-
viduals and 
groups known 
to engage in 
gun violence 
with police, 
who educate 
them on how 

violence impacts their 
community members. Par-
ticipants are also taught 
alternative methods to vi-
olence to meet their needs 
and achieve personal goals. 

There are many reasons 
a person might support in-
creasing regulations 
for gun usage 
and own-
e r -

ship. Decreasing the rate 
of self-harm by guns, keep-
ing at-risk communities 
safe from mass violence, 
and protecting the mental 
health of children are just 
some of them. 

yasmina-sahir@uiowa.edu

Illustration by  Marandah Mangra-Dutcher
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UIHC, Mercy medical directors prepare 
for high influx of gunshot victims 

As gun-related injuries increase, UI Hospitals and Clinics and Mercy Medical Center share treatment plans. 

Sofia Mamakos
News Reporter 

Medical directors at 
the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics and 
Mercy Medical Center in 
Cedar Rapids are prepar-
ing for high levels of gun 
violence victims as the 
rate of gun deaths and 
injuries rise in Iowa.   

According to data from 
EveryStat, the number 
of gun deaths increased 
59 percent from 2012 to 
2021 in Iowa, compared 
to a 39 percent increase 
nationwide. In an aver-
age year for the state, 
302 people die and 511 
are injured by guns.

UIHC Director of Safe-
ty and Security Douglas 
Vance said UIHC has seen 
an uptick in shootings in 
Johnson County.

The Daily Iowan report-
ed in December 2022 that 
Johnson County recorded 
a rise in gun crime and 
felony gun violations.

“We have seen an 
increased number of 
shootings in the Johnson 
County area, but I would 
say the vast majority of 
our patients are not from 

here,” Vance said.
UIHC is a level-one 

trauma center, meaning 
that it can provide care 
for every aspect of in-
jury from prevention to 
rehabilitation. This also 
makes UIHC a referral re-
source for communities 
in nearby regions.

Alison Harmon, UIHC 
director of emergency 
medical transport ser-
vices, said the emergency 
room treated 66 gunshot 
wounds in 2022.

The hospital receives 
gun violence victims 
from all across the state 
— something UIHC pre-
pares for, Harmon said.

“They’re transferred 
here for our higher level 
of care,” she said. “This is 
what we do in emergen-
cy medicine. We have a 
strong partnership with 
our trauma colleagues, 
and so this [taking on 
multiple gunshot vic-
tims] is something that 
we train, and we review 
on a frequent basis.”

Mercy Medical Center 
in Cedar Rapids also has 
a systematic approach to 
treating gunshot victims, 
Matthew Aucutt, Mercy 

C e d a r 
R a p i d s 
e m e r -
g e n c y 
depart-
m e n t 
m e d i -
cal di-
r e c t o r , 
said.

“ Y o u 
do a primary survey 
where you’re assessing 
airway, breathing, circu-
lation, and then disabil-
ity,” Aucutt said. “Then, 
we do a secondary survey 
where we then kind of go 
over the whole body, from 
head to toe, a little bit 
more detailed exam, but 
first you want to quickly 
identify something that 
could be life-threatening 
that you need to correct 
right away.”

The most life-threat-
ening injuries would be 
those that target the 
head and chest, Aucutt 
said.

“If it hits a bone, it’s 
not as bad as if it hits 
your aorta or a large 
vessel where you could 
bleed to death,” he said. 
“The larger caliber bul-
let, the more lethal it is.”

Darren Pemberton, 
UIHC director of 
emergency preparedness 
and business continuity, 
said if the emergency 
room ever hits capacity, 
there are procedures 
to activate the hospital 
incident command 
system.  

“With that, a team of 
people will start to then 
help front load things 

for the ER and help make 
sure all the supplies and 
equipment are there 
when they’re needed,” 
Pemberton said. “It’s re-
ally quite the ballet to 
see all the specialties 
come together and just 
put things in action.”  

Vance said there is a 
collaborative effort from 
all teams across UIHC 
that the hospital uses to 

treat gunshot patients.  
“It really takes all of 

us to work together to 
make this happen,” he 
said. “So sometimes it 
may look seamless from 
the outside, and we try 
very hard to make it look 
seamless, but it’s a lot of 
collaboration across our 
enterprise.”

sofia-mamakos@uiowa.edu

ICCSD students continue gun violence fight
Students express their frustrations with getting their messages heard.

Archie Wagner
News Reporter

Growing up in the era of 
mass shootings, Iowa City 
High School students Sasha 
Ackerman and Peter Bro-
zine kept asking themselves 
what they could do to ad-
dress gun violence.

Brozine made a point to 
stay educated by watching 
and reading the news, but 
he thought he couldn’t do 
anything because he was 
a child. His perspective 
changed after seeing his 
peers hold an anti-gun vio-
lence protest.  

“In eighth grade, some-
body from City High hosted 
a protest, and so then I was 
like, ‘Hey, I’m finally old 
enough that people will lis-
ten,” he said.

Nationwide, students 
have protested against gun 
violence through organi-
zations like March For Our 
Lives. But advocacy is also 
happening at the local level, 
including in Iowa City.

Ackerman said the first 
protest she attended oc-

curred during elementary 
school when her mother de-
cided to take her to an an-
ti-gun violence protest. 

“There was some stu-
dents that shared their sto-
ries and their fear, and it 
was like really poetic, their 
speeches. And it just, I was 
young, and it scared me,” 
Ackerman said.

As more protests hap-
pened in recent years, Ack-
erman said she has tried to 
educate herself on the is-
sues of gun violence.

In December 2022, 
around 100 K-12 students 
and Iowa City community 
members participated in 
a protest against gun vio-
lence that was organized 
by high school students. 
A similar protest also oc-
curred in June 2022 that was 
organized by K-12 students 
in Iowa City schools that 
called for stricter gun laws 
and active shooter drills.

When hosting their first 
protest about gun violence, 
which occurred when they 
were in middle school, Bro-

zine said he reached out to 
the principal at South East 
Junior High School, who 
helped the students access 
politicians’ contact infor-
mation.

The principal also in-
formed the students of lock-
down training for teachers 
where police come in to 
shoot blanks to simulate a 
school shooting, he said.

“She pointed out that, 
even though the teachers 
are [like] no, it’s not real, 
it’s still very traumatic 
for them,” Brozine said. “I 
don’t think training should 
be mandatory because obvi-
ously, that’s very traumatic, 
but I feel like they should at 
least give us the option. So 
that way we have, even if we 
don’t make use of it, we still 
have that knowledge.”   

Ackerman said Iowa K-12 
schools should practice gun 
violence prevention.

“I know from my school, 
it’s really easy to get in. 
Yeah, they lock the doors, 
but you can just press the 
button on the lock,” Acker-

man said. “You don’t even 
have to show your ID, and 
they let you in.”   

While walking in the 
halls at school, Ackerman 
said she sometimes flinches 
when she turns a corner and 
sees someone because of 
her fear of active shooters.

Brozine said whenever 
he is in an area — wheth-
er a classroom, bathroom, 
hallway, or a concert venue 
— he makes sure to have an 
exit plan because of rising 
gun violence.

“It’s getting really com-
mon,” he said. “A lot of the 
adults I talk to are like, it is 
not that common. It prob-
ably won’t happen, but it 
could though.”

When organizing pro-
tests, Brozine said it’s 
important to take into ac-
count what will impact the 
intended audience.   

“We probably won’t 
do anymore walkouts for 
awhile because we had, 
like, four or five of them 
last year, and eventually, 
it doesn’t have as much of 

like the shock value, which 
is very important when you 
want to get the media’s 
attention and the people’s 
attention,” Brozine said.   

Once a plan for a protest 
is formed, he said, students 
put up posters in school 
and around downtown 
Iowa City to reach an au-
dience beyond the middle 
and high schools. Brozine 
and Ackerman said they 
reach out to their friends in 
middle school to increase 
the circulation of posters 
and word of mouth in ad-
dition to posting on social 
media.

“When you are hosting a 
protest, you want to make 
sure you’re, you know, 
letting people know what 
your goal is, why you’re 
protesting, and what you 
want to get out of it,” Ack-
erman said.   

Brozine said their main 
goal is gun reform.

“When we say gun re-
form and gun control, we 
mean things like better 
background checks, not al-

lowing the public to have 
high powered machine 
guns,” Brozine said.   

Ackerman said another 
important facet of gun re-
form is closing loopholes 
in legislation such as gun 
show sales.

“It’s not a law that those 
vendors have to do back-
ground checks. So even if 
people have a history in 
abuse or violence, they can 
still get a gun, and those 
people won’t know about 
it,” she said. “They need 
to do better on the back-
ground checks with that.”   

Ackerman said Gov. Kim 
Reynolds should do more 
to prevent gun violence.

“[Reynolds] said, like, 
gun violence isn’t her big-
gest issue right now, and 
that’s a huge problem to 
me,” she said. “I’ll go on 
the news, and I’ll see like 
a shooting in Maquoketa, 
a shooting in Des Moines, 
and it’s just getting closer 
and closer.”  

archie-wagner@uiowa.edu

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
A notebook leans against a student’s backpack during a protest against gun violence put on by Iowa City High School students on the Pentacrest at the University of Iowa on Dec. 1, 2022. The protest hosted student speakers 
and provided an opportunity for attendees to speak.

Matt Aucutt

Photo Illustration by Emily Nyberg.
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Gun violence intervention advocates 
persist amid loosening gun regulations

Airport firearm interceptions on the rise

Alejandro Rojas
Jack Moore

Firearm detections 
caught by the Transporta-
tion Security Administra-
tion increased in 2022 com-
pared to previous years in 
Iowa airports.

The increases during 
2022 varied among Iowa’s 
airports:

• At Des Moines Inter-
national Airport, 15 
guns were caught, 
which is up from 
nine caught in 2021.

• At the Eastern Iowa 
Airport in Cedar 
Rapids, TSA caught 
six guns, which is 
one more than the 
five that they caught 
in 2021. 

• At the Waterloo Re-
gional Airport, one 
gun was caught, 
which was the first 
one caught in five 
years. 

However, the number of 
Iowa airport gun intercep-
tions are low compared to 
the top 10 airports in the 
U.S. Hartsfield-Jackson At-
lanta International Airport 
had 448 guns detected, 
which was the most in 2022. 

In the remaining nine top 
airports, numbers ranged 
between 131 to 385 guns 
caught. 

Jessica Mayle, a TSA re-
gional spokesperson, said 
passengers caught with 
guns can slow down lines 
at airports. The TSA cannot 
arrest individuals with guns 
or confiscate their weap-
ons. Instead, individuals 
are charged with a fine, and 
criminal charges are left to 
the discretion of local au-
thorities. 

“They’ll send an officer 
over, they take possession 
of the weapon, and then 
they talk to the passenger 
and decide what they want 
to do,” Mayle said. “So, the 
police do have discretion 
on whether that passenger 
is going to get a ticket or be 
arrested that day or not.”

Mayle said 88 percent of 
guns found in 2022 were 
loaded, and the TSA will 
impose fines on offenders, 
ranging from a maximum of 
$14,450 for a loaded gun to 
a maximum of $5,370 for an 
unloaded gun.

Despite the risks of fines 
and arrests for violations, 
some rules allow for pas-
sengers to legally carry their 

guns, said Pamela Hinman, 
director of marketing and 
communications at the 
Eastern Iowa Airport.

“There are rules where 
people can, if they declare 
travel with a handgun or a 
gun. So, there are rules for 
that. But it’s the TSA, that’s 
the one that will quote un-
quote find those [guns], 
if there’s an issue when 
they’re going through the 
checkpoint,” Hinman said.

According to the TSA 
website, firearms may be 
permitted for travel if they 
are “unloaded and locked in 
a hard-sided container and 
transported as checked bag-
gage only.”

Even though having an 
undeclared gun is a risk to 
people’s safety, Mayle said 
most of the time, the pas-
sengers had forgotten they 
had the gun with them.

“Overwhelmingly, we 
find that the passengers 
didn’t mean to bring the 
gun, they just sort of forgot 
that they had a gun in this 
bag, at this time, and they 
weren’t really thinking,” she 
said. “Again, putting some 
extra time in before you 
leave, think about, ‘Where’s 
my gun? Do I really need to 

be traveling with it today?’ 
It really will have good con-
sequences for you.”

Michael Tharp, Iowa City 
Municipal Airport manag-
er, said although passen-
gers with guns risk fines 
and arrests when traveling 
through commercial air-
ports, passengers going to a 
smaller airport like the Iowa 
City Municipal Airport can 
expect different rules. 

The airport is a general 
aviation airport that ser-
vices anything that isn’t 
commercial or military, and 
the airport operates under 
different rules, which in-

cludes rules relating to fire-
arms.

“If you’re a commercial 
flight at a commercial air-
port … there are different 
rules than if you are at that 
[fixed base operator] or at 
other places where there 
might be security standards. 
But the firearm, specifically 
the regulation, reverts to 
the state laws,” Tharp said.

Different states have dif-
ferent rules when it comes 
to firearms, so it’s up to the 
pilot to know ahead of time 
whether they can legal-
ly carry or not in the state 
they’re entering, Tharp said.

Mayle said the TSA had 
reached a nationwide high 
of detected guns but add-
ed people should feel safe 
since they are finding them.

“I think the number of 
guns we’re finding and 
again, the number at Iowa 
is certainly lower for bigger 
airports, but nationwide, 
you know, this is a big prob-
lem,” she said. “I hope one 
thing people take away from 
this is that TSA officers are 
good at their job, and you 
should feel safe because we 
are finding these guns.”

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Advocates for gun control face barriers to legislative change in the Republican-controlled Iowa Legislature, but local 
solutions could offer the answer to community gun violence.  

The Transportation Security Administration reported firearm interceptions rising in Iowa and nationally.

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
An airport security check is seen in the Des Moines International Airport in Des Moines, Iowa, on March 18.

Firearm interceptions at Iowa airports mirror the national numbers after 2020 in terms of in-
creased amounts. The three Iowa airports included in this data are commercial airports that are 
most frequented in Iowa.

The Transportation Security Administration announced 2022 broke the record for the number of 
firearm interceptions in any given year. 

Infographics by Marandah Mangra-Dutcher

Firearm interceptions at U.S. and Iowa airports

Lauren White
Politics Reporter 

Temple Hiatt’s nephew 
showed signs of mental ill-
ness the day of his death. 
A Red flag gun safety law 
could have saved his life. 

Hiatt, a volunteer with 
Iowa Moms Demand Ac-
tion, said legislation should 
be put in place to minimize 
harm from firearms. But 
until that happens, it’s up 
to the community to know 
how to stay safe. Phillip Tra-
vis, Hiatt’s nephew, died by 
suicide from a gun in 2014. 
This loss has influenced her 
advocacy by showing her  
firsthand how gun safety 
can save lives.

As Iowa legislators loos-
en up regulations on fire-
arm ownership in the state, 
gun control activists are 
continuing to work toward 
decreasing gun violence 
through community-based 
intervention programs. 

Hiatt said firearm owners 
should lock and secure their 
weapons to keep their loved 
ones safe, and this is what 
the organization’s Be Smart 
program focuses on. 

“We actually have con-
versations with people in 
the community about our 
program, which empowers 
parents and adults to ask 
about the presence of unse-

cured loaded weapons in the 
homes where their children 
or grandchildren would go 
to visit,” Hiatt said. “That is 
something that every per-
son in our community can 
participate in.”

Between 2018 and 2021, 
gun violence was the cause 
of death of 1,291 Iowans, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.  Of those deaths, 16 
were unintentional, 1,017 
were death by suicide, and 
233 were homicides. 

Iowa Moms Demand Ac-
tion, Hiatt said, has been 
advocating for a Red flag 
law in the Iowa Legisla-
ture. This law would require 
medical professionals and 
law enforcement officers to 
intervene when a gun own-
er, or someone who lives 
around firearms, has a crisis 
where they may hurt them-
selves or others.

In 2022, President Joe 
Biden signed into law a om-
nibus gun safety bill that in-
cluded incentives for states 
to enact Red flag laws like 
federal funds for awareness 
campaigns and more. 

“With any other means, 
that cry for help gets a sec-
ond or third chance,” Hiatt 
said. “You get the chance to 
get treatment and to have 
conversations about next 
steps. When a gun is in-

volved, you don’t have that.” 
Hiatt said she testified at 

the statehouse against a bill 
that would require National 
Rifle Association classes at 
schools. The main message 
of the class would teach 
children not to touch any 
firearm that they encounter, 
she said. 

“Parents and guardians 
who believe their child will 
be safe from touching or us-
ing a gun they encounter are 
given a false sense of securi-
ty when, in reality, you can-
not educate the curiosity out 
of a child,” Hiatt said during 
her testimony at the state-
house in February. “The re-
sponsibility to prevent gun 
violence should not rest on 
the judgment of mere chil-
dren but instead must rest 
on the gun owner’s secure 
storage procedures.”

The bill Hiatt refers to, 
House File 73, was co-spon-
sored by Republican Rep. 
Skyler Wheeler from Or-
ange City and Democrat-
ic Rep. Ako Abdul-Samad 
from Des Moines and did 
not survive the legislative 
deadline requiring the bill 
to pass a committee vote by 
March 3. 

Ruthina Malone, Iowa 
City Community School 
District School Board presi-
dent, said school faculty has 
been working with the city’s 
equity department to de-
crease violence at the K-12 
level through restorative 
justice techniques. 

Malone said students are 
given the tools they need to 
work out issues in a peace-
ful and communicative way 
before reacting in a violent 
manner. 

“What we are mainly 
looking at is the education 
piece, because as a school 
district, you know, that’s 
our primary goal is to ed-
ucate our students, as well 
as our families, if possible, 
on things that impact their 

students,” Malone said. 
Additionally, Malone 

said, the school district has 
approved a plan to place a 
new system in some of their 
schools that can pick up on 
any underlying safety con-
cerns in the school, includ-
ing if a student or faculty 
member brings in a weapon. 

Malone said school dis-
tricts in other states that are 
similar in size are consider-
ing adding metal detectors 
or increasing student re-
source officers to prevent 
violence on school grounds, 
but she said parents in Iowa 
City have vocalized a con-
cern for both of these mea-
sures. 

Students in the area, 
Malone said, are concerned 
about the nature of weap-

ons that people can own. 
They are educated in mass 
shootings and the damage 
that firearms can cause, 
she said, which causes Iowa 
City’s youth to want to see 
more laws on the state level. 

“What was the true es-
sence of the right to bear 
arms? I get our constitu-
tion is precious, but I also 
think we have to look at it 
through the eyes of when 
it was written and get an 
understanding of if we are 
doing our best to not only 
protect our future, but our-
selves when it comes to 
gun violence, gun access, 
and overall gun education,” 
Malone said. 

Iowa City Public Safe-
ty Information Officer Lee 
Hermiston said there was 

a 65 percent decrease in 
confirmed shots fired calls 
in Iowa City in 2022, from 
37 calls in 2021 to 13 calls 
in 2022. He attributes these 
results to the partnership 
between the Iowa City Po-
lice Department and the 
members of the public who 
are dedicated to keeping 
Iowa City safe. 

Hermiston said the police 
department has a three-per-
son Street Crimes Action 
Team dedicated to inves-
tigating weapons crimes. 
In 2022, 121 firearms were 
seized from unlawful own-
ers, and the team assisted in 
the seizure of 81 guns. 

“Addressing gun violence 
has been – and continues 
to be – one of the depart-
ment’s highest priorities,” 
Hermiston said. “We do 
this through diligently in-
vestigating all instances of 
gun violence and seeking 
to identify those responsi-
ble for these acts and hold 
them accountable for their 
actions.” 

lauren-white@uiowa.edu

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
Temple Hiatt poses for a portrait outside Edward Jones in Coralville on Tuesday. 

Photo contributed by Temple Hiatt. 

The responsibility to prevent gun violence 
should not rest on the judgment of mere children 
but instead must rest on gun owners’ secure storage 
procedures.

— Iowa Moms Demand Action volunteer Temple Hiatt

U.S. airports

Iowa airports

EPI
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UI international students wary 
of gun violence in America 

Kate Perez 
News Editor

Ming Dong takes pre-
ventative measures to 
stay safe from potential 
gun voilence in Johnson 
County. Dong said he has 
subconsciously adopt-
ed not going out after 10 
p.m., avoiding people on 
the street, and constantly 
being on edge and listen-
ing for loud noises like 
gunshots when he is out-
side or in downtown Iowa 
City.

“I think it’s weird, but 
I gradually have a sense 
like, if there’s some weird 
noise or weird behavior, 
I would just walk away,” 
Dong said. “... That’s a 
little weird, you know, I 
shouldn’t think like that.”

Dong, a UI postgradu-
ate student from China, 
is one of many interna-
tional students who say 
they feel varying levels 
of safety as gun violence 
rates rise across Johnson 
County and the U.S.

Johnson County saw an 
increase in felony gun vi-
olations in October 2022, 
which could be adding to 
the lack of safety some 
international students 
are feeling on campus, in 
Iowa City, and through-
out Johnson County. Ad-
ditionally,  gun violence 
across the U.S. is contrib-
uting to difficulties in re-
cruiting students.

The number of UI in-
ternational students de-
clined for the fifth year 
since 2017, according to 
a 2022 UI report. There 
were 2,176 total interna-
tional students in 2021.

Dong said he was aware 
when he started higher 
education in the U.S. that 
gun violence is always a 
threat. Dong said he came 
to the U.S. because it has 
better programs for his 
area of study: health pro-
motion.  But he did not 
expect gun violence to be 
as prevalent as it current-
ly is. 

“I see this too much, 
and I’m, like, numbed by 
it,” Dong said. “There’s a 
terminology in psycholo-

gy about this, but it’s re-
ally , like, I see too much, 
and I’m like, ‘Okay, I just 
need to do some actions 
to prevent it,’” he said.

On a national scale, in-
ternational students have 
expressed concerns about 
gun violence in the U.S.. 
In a survey by the World 
Education Services, a 
quarter of the 1,920 stu-
dents surveyed reported 
that they were concerned 
with gun violence at their 
institution. 

Russ Ganim, UI associ-
ate provost and dean of 
International Programs, 
wrote in an email to The 
Daily Iowan that he heard 
from international stu-
dent recruits that gun vi-
olence is a concern when 
considering pursuing 
higher education in the 
U.S.

“The concerns are not 
in great numbers, but we 
are hearing them none-
theless,” Ganim wrote. 
“Gun violence in the U.S. 
has definitely made in-
ternational recruitment 
more challenging.”

Ganim wrote that glob-
al data has shown some 
international students 
decided to make the U.S. 
their second or third 
choice for international 
education because of the 
gun violence within the 
country. 

Additionally, the stu-
dents’ concerns heavily 
focus on their safety, both 
on and off their chosen 
campus. 

However, Ganim wrote 
he actively tries to ease 
students’ concerns.

“We try to reassure in-
ternational students and 
their families that Iowa 
City is a safe and welcom-

ing place, and that the 
university takes issues of 
student security very se-
riously,” Ganim wrote.

Becky Hanson, UI as-
sociate director of inter-
national outreach and 
recruitment, echoed a sim-
ilar statement in an email 
to the DI, writing that gun 
violence across the county 
is impacting recruitment. 

“Fortunately, we are able 
to promote our smaller 
city, educated college town 
with a proven higher level 
of safety than other parts 
of the U.S. Incidents of 

violence in the U.S. is still 
a question we get,” Hanson 
wrote.

 For some students, gun 
violence is not of concern 
in Iowa City. Hua Wei 
Lee, a third-year UI in-
ternational student from 
Taiwan, said violence is a 
far-off issue that does not 
affect him.

Lee, who first came to 
the U.S. as a teenager to 
attend high school in West 
Branch, Iowa, said he has 
never felt unsafe on cam-
pus or while downtown in 
Iowa City. During his time 
in Iowa as a whole, Lee 
said, he has always felt 
completely at ease.

“I never worry about 
the violence, but I feel like 
my parents worry about it 
more. I really just don’t 
care, to be honest,” Lee 
said. “I feel like it’s more 
like my friends back from 
home that kind of worry 
about me, but my friends 
here and I don’t care.”

In Taiwan, Lee said 
people typically harm 
each other with knives as 
opposed to guns, and he 
does not see a difference 
between that type of vio-
lence and gun violence. 

Lee said he is aware that 
violence occurs in the U.S. 
and in Johnson County 
but does not pay it too 
much attention.

“I just don’t realize 
anything happens. I don’t 
feel like it’s super danger-
ous. I don’t feel like it’s 
super deadly,” Lee said. 
“Probably [I would] if ev-
ery time I walk on the 
street I see someone shot, 
or I see people bleeding 
on the road or something, 
but I’ve never seen that 
before.”

He added that his fami-
ly, friends, and loved ones 
back in Taiwan regularly 
check in on him and are 
worried about his safety, 
but he does not see an is-
sue in Johnson County.

While Lee feels secure 
in his safety, other inter-
national students say they 
are constantly worried 
about what may happen 
to them on the UI campus 
or in Iowa City.

Dong said he has seen 
social stigmas or stereo-
types arise from gun vi-
olence, especially among 
his other international 
friends. These stereo-
types, which Dong said 
he often sees in media, 
are leading his friends to 
sometimes think nega-
tively of different ethnic 
groups. 

“I think that’s a more 
alerting issue than the 
safety … this stigmatiza-
tion, it’s not really ben-
eficial for international 
students to get into so-
ciety or to not be racist,” 
Dong said. “It’s just like a 
phenomenon … It’s more 
like implicit bias.”

katharine-perez@uiowa.edu

Some students feel completely safe from gun violence, while others are constantly watching their backs.

Kate Perez/The Daily Iowan
Hua Wei Lee poses for a portrait under the University of Iowa’s International Programs sign in the Old Capitol Mall on March 3. Lee, a third-year 
international student originally from Taiwan, said he almost always feels safe when out in Iowa City.

Do UI students feel safe in Iowa City? 
University of Iowa students express varying levels of safety in Iowa City

ON THE STREET

DI Staff 

The Daily Iowan  spoke 
with several University 
of Iowa students to hear 
about how safe they feel 
in the area in light of lo-
cal and national gun vio-
lence. 

In 2022, 44,320 people 
in the U.S. died because 
of gun violence, accord-
ing to the Gun Violence 
Archive, an independent 
non-profit research group 
dedicated to collect-
ing data about national 
shootings. 

As of March 21, the Ar-
chive has reported 116 
mass shootings, meaning 
there’s been more than 
one mass shooting a day 
in many cases. The Archive 
classifies mass shootings 
as incidents where four or 
more people are shot or 
killed, not including the 
shooter. 

Within the past year, 
Iowa City has also been 
alerted to local shootings. 
More recently, Iowa City 
law enforcement confirmed 
a gunshot was fired in the 
early morning on Feb. 26 
on South Clinton Street. 

A month earlier, on 
Jan. 14, multiple shots 
were fired in the Pedes-
trian Mall near campus, 
and in October of 2022, 
one person was killed 
and another was injured 
in a shooting outside of 
H-Bar. H-Bar also experi-
enced a shooting on Aug. 
7, in which a woman was 
shot and survived. 

Sydney Libert, Isabelle 
Foland, and Jack Moore 
contrinbuted to this report.

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Ahmondre Atkins

“Typically, I feel pretty safe just because it’s Iowa, 
and most things don’t really happen in Iowa, but I did 
notice the shootings and stuff like that, so I do keep an 
ear out … It’s not as bad as I’ve noticed in other places, 
like in Chicago or in Georgia where I came from.”

“It depends, like, what time of day it is and if I have 
people around me or if I’m just walking around with 
myself … everyone usually feels safe in the daylight. 
But when it’s nighttime, and I’m just roaming around 
myself, that’s when a little panic starts setting in.”

“I feel pretty safe just because of the amount of 
cops I see driving around, and sometimes I’ll see 
them walking around, so I just feel overall safe.”

Emanual Sanchez

Jack Denten

Gabby Johnson

“I generally do feel pretty safe. I have been out 
at night just a couple of times due to concerts 
and stuff like that, and generally there are other 
students around, and I know that if something 
were to happen, there are people that I could rely 
on to help me out of a situation.”

Anna McCarthy

Kloe Soukup

Abigail Adams

Gwendolyn Hanson

“I feel safe, but I also have been like a homebody, 
so I guess it doesn’t really like bother me. But 
like … its concerning, but like, also where I’m 
from, it’s a lot less [violence] here.”

“I feel safe. But, overall, in general, just 
in public, I think it’s a little spooky … It’s 
probably scarier during nighttime.”

“I feel like as a woman, I don’t feel safe ever, 
but especially on this campus, definitely more 
safe in the day.”

“I definitely feel safe in the day. Night, not so 
much — like I don’t walk alone at night.”

 Fortunately, we are able to promote 
our smaller city, educated college 

town with a proven higher level of safety than 
other parts of the U.S. Incidents of violence in 
the U.S. is still a question we get.

—Becky Hanson wrote in an email to the DI
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HAWKEYE UPDATES

QUOTE OF THE DAY

— Iowa women’s basketball’s 
attendance in each game of the 
first two rounds of the NCAA 
Tournament.

“ABC has a little bit longer 
timeouts.”
— Head coach Lisa Bluder on 
keeping her starters rested after 
playing over 37 minutes.

STAT OF THE DAY

Iowa women's basketball to 
play Colorado in Sweet 16 

Iowa women's basketball found 
out its Sweet 16 opponent Monday 
night when Colorado beat Duke 
in overtime, 61-53. The Hawkeyes 
will play the sixth-seeded Buffa-
loes at Climate Pledge Arena in 
Seattle on Friday at 6:30 p.m.

Colorado earned a berth to the 
Sweet 16 after an overtime thriller 
against third-seeded Duke on the 
Blue Devils' home court in Durham, 
North Carolina. Colorado and Duke 
were tied at 50 at the end of reg-
ulation, but the Buffaloes pulled 
away in the extra five minutes for 
the eight-point victory.

The Buffaloes, part of the Pac-
12, are 25-8 on the season.

The Hawkeyes are the only host 
team to make it out of the Seat-
tle 4 regional first weekend after 
top-seeded Stanford lost to No. 8 
Ole Miss, 54-49, on Sunday night. 
Texas, the No. 4 seed in the Seattle 
4 regional, was also eliminated by 
No. 5 Louisville.

The winners of Iowa-Colorado 
and Ole Miss-Louisville will play in 
the Elite Eight in Seattle on Sunday.

Iowa women’s gymnastics 
draws Norman regional 

The GymHawks will head to 
Norman, Oklahoma, for NCAA Re-
gionals on March 30 after finish-
ing the season with a No. 25 Road 
to Nationals ranking. The 36 teams 
with the best regional qualifying 
scores qualify for NCAA Regionals.

With this berth, the Hawkeyes 
now have 23 consecutive NCAA 

Regional — team 
or individual — ap-
pearances under 
head coach Laris-
sa Libby.

Iowa will take 
on Alabama, Ken-
tucky, and Illinois 

in its session, with Arkansas, Ohio 
State, NC State, and Ball State com-
peting in the other session. The 
top two teams in each session will 
head to the regional final on April 1.

The top two teams from the 
final session, along with the top 
all-around competitors and event 
specialists that are not on an ad-
vancing team, will go to the NCAA 
Championships in Fort Worth, Tex-
as, on April 13 and 15.

Hawks in the NBA | March 
6-19 

Iowa Wolves Jordan Bohannon 
started three games, averaging 
11 points per game in three starts 
last week.

Embracing the process 
After his pro day on Monday, former Iowa linebacker Jack Campbell described his prepara-

tion and mentality leading up to NFL Draft.

Matt McGowan 
Sports Reporter

Former Iowa football 
player Jack Campbell 
doesn’t take any con-
versation for granted. 
Whether he’s talking to 
pro football Hall of Fam-
er Dick Butkus, Boston 

College and Carolina 
Panthers legend Luke 
Kuechly, or simply with 
members of the media, 
the Hawkeye linebacker 
is always striving to take 
away a lesson from the 
interaction. 

Campbell talked with 
Butkus on Dec. 8, 2022, 

when the Hawkeye was 
awarded the Butkus 
Award as the nation’s best 
linebacker. This winter, 
the 6-foot-5 249-pounder 
trained with Kuechly in 
preparation for the NFL 
Combine in February. 
These meetings are just 
memories along the way 

for Campbell as he makes 
his way into the NFL Draft 
this April. 

“I feel like if you don’t 
learn from every single 
person you come in con-
tact within the world, 
then you’re just wast-
ing time,” Campbell said 
during a media availabili-

ty session after Iowa's pro 
day on Tuesday. “Just all 
[of Butkus and Kuechly’s] 
knowledge, it’s just a ma-
jor headpin. Mr. Butkus, 
how he played the game, 
is just unbelievable … 
With meeting Luke and 

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
 Iowa linebacker Jack Campbell walks onto the field to celebrate with teammates during the 2022 TransPerfect Music City Bowl between Iowa and Kentucky at Nissan Stadium in Nashville, Tennesse. 
The Hawkeyes defeated the Wildcats, 21-0.

Chris Werner 
Assistant Sports Editor

Scouts and coaches from 
across the NFL came to Iowa 
City on March 20 to meet 
with former Hawkeye foot-
ball players set to enter the 
draft and watch them partici-
pate in various drills.

All the players who spoke 
to the media had already met 
with representatives from at 
least a few NFL teams before 
the pro day. Those players — 

including offensive lineman 
Jack Plumb, fullback Monte 
Pottebaum, and linebackers 
Seth Benson and Jack Camp-
bell — said Iowa’s reputa-
tion among the NFL’s roster 
builders is alive and well.

“I mean, all the guys that 
come in here already know 
how [head coach Kirk Fer-
entz] runs things,” Benson 
said. “… We’re going to be de-
tailed, it’s going to be, boom, 
boom, boom. You know, we’re 
doing this, this, this, this, our 

guys going to be ready.”
Benson said scouts know 

what types of players the 
Iowa coaches recruit, and 
that gives them comfort 
when deciding who to look 
at. Benson also mentioned 
defensive coordinator Phil 
Parker as a reason why so 
many Iowa defensive players 
get picked up by NFL clubs. 

“There’s a stability with 
KF and coach Parker,” Ben-

Emma Sachs
Sports Reporter

Freshman year can be a scary time for ath-
letes, especially because they’re in a totally 
different environment. But for Iowa gymnas-
tics freshman Hanna Castillo, being in a new 
state with a new team has brought her the ex-
act opposite.

Castillo, originally from Boca Raton, Florida, 
has had her eyes set on joining the Hawkeyes 
from a young age.

“I had committed when I was 13 and about 
to go into ninth grade. I was a little baby,” Cas-
tillo said. “For the whole time that I was com-
mitted, there wasn't really a question about it. 
I'd never really wanted to switch to another 
school because when I came here for camps 
and everything it was just a great experience.”

Castillo consistently competes on floor, 
where she is the first gymnast in the lineup — 
a physically and mentally demanding position.

Fearless leader
GymHawk Hannah Castillo 

has been a valued member of 
the Iowa women’s gymnas-
tics team this season — but 
she’s just getting started.

The Iowa edge
After Iowa football’s pro day on March 20, multiple players said 

scouts hold players from Iowa in high regard.

Grace Smith/The Daily Iowan
Iowa fullback Monte Pottebaum carries the ball during a football game between No. 16 Iowa and Nebraska at Memorial Stadium 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, on Nov. 26, 2021. The Hawkeyes defeated the Corn Huskers, 28-21.

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
Iowa’s Hanna Castillo competes on floor during a gymnas-
tics meet between No. 18 Iowa and Rutgers at Carver-Hawk-
eye Arena on Feb. 18. The Hawkeyes defeated the Scarlet 
Knights, 196.200-195.125.
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Larissa Libby
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other current guys too, 
hearing how different 
[the NFL] is. Each team is 
just so different in what 
they run; each coordina-
tor likes what they like.”

Leading up to the draft, 
Campbell has had inter-
views with several teams. 
In this process, he said 
teams asked him things 
like how many sports he 
played in high school, his 
family, how he grew up, 
and why he chose to go to 
Iowa. 

The former football, 
basketball, and track 
standout at Cedar Falls 
High School said talking 
about his background has 
been an adjustment. 

“We come from this 
program where it’s all 
team, team, team … But 
like now in these individ-
ual meetings, like, they’re 
asking you about you, and 
you got to be able to talk 

about yourself. Some-
times it’s kind of hard,” 
Campbell said. 

Often in these meet-
ings, the quarterback of 
Iowa’s defense for the 
past few seasons is shown 
the film of plays during 
his college career. 

These cutups include 
both his highlights, such 
as his 5.5 tackles for loss 
in 2022; as well as his 
mistakes, like when he 
was juked out by Michi-
gan tailback Blake Corum 
on a touchdown run in 
the Wolverines’ win over 
the Hawkeyes in October. 

“I’ve just got to learn 
from it,” Campbell said of 
when teams show him bad 
plays. “I’m the first one to 
raise my hand and say, ‘I 
messed up, and that’s a 
bad play.’ …  They’re just 
trying to show you stuff 
you fell short on and just 
see how you respond. For 
me, it’s always been a 
level head. Like, even if I 
make a great play, I don’t 
really care.”

NFL analyst Lance 
Zierlein describes Camp-
bell as “built for the box 
and plays with good 
overall physicality … but 
lacks the short area burst 
and reactive athleticism 
teams typically look for.”

While Campbell said he 
doesn’t read what people 
say about him, he pre-
sumes it would be similar 
to Zierlein’s analysis.  

“I’d assume, probably 
a ‘solid tackler but real-
ly unathletic,’” Campbell 
said. “People can say all 
they want about me … 
I’ve always had [criti-
cism], so it doesn’t bother 
me, I’m used to it. I’m al-
ways going to have a chip 
on my shoulder — it’s how 
I was raised.” 

Reflecting on his jour-
ney from a three-star re-
cruit out of high school to 
a potential second-round 
draft pick in the NFL, 
Campbell has learned not 
just to block out the out-
side noise, but to be au-
thentic with everyone he 

interacts with, from NFL 
owners to custodians.  

“I would say the best 
thing I’ve learned from 
this process is to be 
you, be yourself — don’t 

change,” Campbell said. 
“Again, like if I’m talking 
to a head coach, GM, or 
owner – I’m treating them 
the same way I’m treating 
our janitor here, Doug. 

I’m treating all of them 
the same. That’s who I am 
and what I’ll continue to 
do.” 

matthew-r-mcgowan@uiowa.edu

CAMPBELL
Continued from Page 1B

NFL
Continued from Page 1B

CASTILLO
Continued from Page 1B

son said. “[The scouts and 
coaches] just know how 
we’re wired, and they tell 
you that, coming to Iowa, 
we have an edge on oth-
er guys just how we do 
things.”

After the 2020 draft, 

Iowa’s 75 draft picks 
since 2000 ranked the 
Hawkeyes 18th among 
the 306 schools that had 
players selected in that 
period.

In the 2021 and 2022 
drafts, Iowa had two and 
four players selected, re-
spectively.

“I think Iowa does a 
really good job. We’re re-

ally structured,” Plumb 
said. “We call it the Iowa 
Edge, different than ev-
ery team, and we’ve been 
putting guys in the NFL 
forever. So, it’s a great 
school to come to get 
ready for the NFL. I think 
it shows year in and year 
out with how many guys 
we have in the NFL.”

Pottebaum said pillars 

of the Iowa program came 
up in a meeting he had 
with a team on Sunday 
night. 

“I was talking to Steel-
ers last night,” Potte-
baum said. “And they 
were talking about how 
they want players that 
are tough mentally and 
physically. The character-
istics they’re looking for 

in a player kind of match 
up with exactly what Iowa 
players are in my mind.”

Campbell, who is pro-
jected to go in the second 
or third round, said the 
scouts he talked to com-
municated to him that 
drafting an Iowa player is 
a safe bet.

“I feel like Iowa’s put a 
lot of guys in the league, 

and what you see is what 
you’re gonna get,” Camp-
bell said. “I feel like 
there’s not many surpris-
es …  a lot of scouts and 
guys tell me that when 
they draft an Iowa guy, 
they know what they’re 
gonna get. They’re gonna 
get a true professional.”

christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

“It's hard to lead off. 
It's really hard endur-
ance-wise,” Iowa head 
coach Larissa Libby said. 
“As a gymnast, I never 
wanted to lead off, and 
Hanna owns it. A lot of 
the time, she's one of the 
counting scores and the 
higher scores. To lead off 
and be that good is hard to 
do.”

While being in the lead-
off position can be stress-

ful for gymnasts, Castillo 
loves the pressure.

“I love being in the lead-
off spot. It makes me think, 
‘Okay, no matter what 
happened in the event be-
fore, we're starting out on 
a fresh event,’” Castillo 
said. “I gotta be ready to go 
mentally, and I love having 
to be in that No. 1 spot so I 
can set the tone for every-
one. I love competing. So, 
it doesn't really matter to 
me whether it's at the end 
or at the front. I love it ei-
ther way.”

Libby said she rarely 

chooses a freshman to lead 
off any event. But Castil-
lo earned that spot, Libby 
said, and she owns it.

When many gymnasts 
get nervous at competi-
tions, Castillo doesn’t let 
the stress bother her. Cas-
tillo said she loves com-
peting, where she gets to 
perform for herself and her 
team.

“Personally, the pres-
sure of it is so exciting. 
When your heart’s about 
to drop because the judge 
is about to, like, salute 
you,” Castillo said. “It just 

makes it so fun and so sur-
real. What motivates me 
is just being able to com-
pete, being able to step out 
onto that floor and have 
the judge salute you. I love 
that feeling, and it's one 
of the best experiences I 
could ever have or ask for.”

Libby said Castillo’s 
confidence, especially on 
the floor event, draws in 
fans, getting them excited 
about her routine.

Libby also said the floor 
event allows fans to see the 
athlete’s personality more 
than the other events. 

When Castillo performs 
with her big personality, 
Libby said, her confidence 
is visible to the crowd.

“She is naturally gifted, 
and she naturally has that 
desire to be seen,” Libby 
said. “Her performance is 
what makes her floor rou-
tine so good. It’s that she 
is happy to be seen. She 
dares you not to look at 
her. And she is very confi-
dent, even when she's not. 
She presents the air that 
she knows exactly what 
she's doing.”

Castillo’s work ethic and 

confidence have allowed 
her to also break into the 
vault lineup, competing in 
two events as a freshman.

Despite everything Cas-
tillo has accomplished 
this season, Libby looks 
forward to seeing how she 
will continue to grow.

“She does things to per-
fection, and she works hard 
in the gym,” Libby said of 
Castillo. “She hasn't even 
begun to reach what she's 
capable of doing. She has a 
lot more in the tank.”

emma-sachs@uiowa.edu

Wendell Cruz-USA TODAY Sports
Mar 16, 2023; Brooklyn, New York, USA; Sacramento Kings forward Keegan Murray (13) drives to the basket in the second quarter against the Brooklyn Nets at Barclays Center.

Jerod Ringwald/The Daily Iowan
Iowa linebacker Seth Benson (44) directs the defense during a football game between Iowa and Purdue at Ross-
Ade Stadium in West Lafayette, Ind., on Nov. 5, 2022. The Hawkeyes defeated the Boilermakers, 24-3. 

Hawks in the NBA 
Sacramento Kings forward Keegan Murray plays a large role in the team’s juggernaut offense.

Colin Votzmeyer
Sports Reporter

The Sacramento Kings’ 
juggernaut offense is the 
motor pushing the team 
closer to ending the fran-
chise’s playoff drought, 
and former Hawkeye for-
ward Keegan Murray is a 
big reason why.

The Kings have not 
made the playoffs since 
the 2006-07 season — the 
longest an NBA franchise 
has gone without a post-
season appearance. They 
now sit in second in the 
Western Conference with 
a 43-27 record. The big-
gest reason why is their 
offensive power. The team 
averages a league-high 
121.1 points per game.

Although guard De’Aar-
on Fox and forward 
Domantas Sabonis com-
mand most of the atten-
tion behind the front-

court play, Murray has 
made a name for himself, 
too. On the March 13 epi-
sode of First Take, retired 
NBA big man Kendrick 
Perkins and ESPN analyst 
Stephen A. Smith seemed 
to notice, giving the rook-
ie high praise.

The last two weeks were 
an indication of that. 

Murray opened the 
Kings’ 6-1 stretch with 13 
points in the 123-108 win 
over the New Orleans Pel-
icans on March 16. He fol-
lowed that with 11 points 
on 4-for-8 from the field 
with six rebounds in the 
122-117 win over the New 
York Knicks on March 9.

Despite a 128-119 
win against the Phoenix 
Suns on March 11, Mur-
ray hit his low point. He 
attempted three shots 
but did not score in 15 
minutes of play, and his 
plus-minus of -16 was a 

team-low.
But persistence was 

key. 
Murray slowly crawled 

back with seven points 
in a March 13 loss to the 
Milwaukee Bucks, nine in 
a March 15 win over the 
Chicago Bulls, and 11 on 
4-for-8 from the field in 
a win over the Brooklyn 
Nets the next night.

Murray finally found 
his groove again against 
the Washington Wizards 
on March 18, scoring 19 
points on 7-for-15 from 
the field and 5-of-10 from 
three. He included five 
rebounds and two assists 
on the night. The Kings 
won, 132-118.

Murray is now tied with 
Golden State Warriors 
guard Stephen Curry for 
seventh place on the all-
time list for 3-pointers 
made in a season by a 
rookie, with 166.

Timberwolves center 
Luka Garza adhered to 
that same persistence. 
Despite spending much 
of the last two weeks in 
and out of the team’s ro-
tation, he exploded for 
14 points on 6-of-7 from 
the field and 1-of-2 from 
both deep and the chari-
ty stripe in a 136-115 win 
over the Atlanta Hawks 
on March 13.

G League

Garza makes the most 
of his time when he’s 
with the Timberwolves’ 
G League affiliate Iowa 
Wolves as well.

He neared a dou-
ble-double on March 9, 
notching 29 points on 
13-for-22 from the field 
and nine rebounds in 38 
minutes of play. He se-
cured the achievement 
on March 11, scoring 23 

points on 9-for-15 from 
the field and 13 rebounds, 
but his six turnovers 
helped the opposing Rio 
Grande Valley Vipers to a 
win.

Raptors guard Joe Wi-
eskamp has seen minimal 
time on the NBA ros-
ter but has gotten much 
more playing time with 
the G League Raptors 905.

He scored six, six, and 
five points in the team’s 
contests on March 6, 
March 8, and March 9, 
respectively. But in a nar-
row win over the Grand 
Rapids Gold on March 
12, Wieskamp dropped 21 
points on 8-for-15 from 
the field, 3-for-7 from 
deep, and 1-for-1 from 
the free-throw line in 38 
minutes on the court.

He finished the stretch 
with 13 points and nine 
rebounds against the 
Grand Rapids Gold on 

March 14, 18 points — 
including four threes 
— against the Lakeland 
Magic on March 16, and 
another 13 points on 
three threes in their re-
match the next night.

Other Hawkeyes

Salt Lake City Stars 
center Tyler Cook played 
six games from March 
6-19:

• March 6 win over the 
Texas Legends: 16 
points, six rebounds, 
eight assists

• March 8 win over the 
Oklahoma City Blue: 
16 points, 10 re-
bounds, seven assists

• March 10 win over the 
Oklahoma City Blue: 
16 points, seven re-
bounds, three assists

• March 13 loss to the 
Stockton Kings: eight 
points, four rebounds, 
five assists, six turn-
overs

• March 15 loss to the 
Santa Cruz Warriors: 
18 points, nine re-
bounds, team-low 
plus-minus of -19

• March 19 win over the 
South Bay Lakers: 23 
points on 10-for-14 
from the field, nine 
rebounds

Iowa Wolves guard Jor-
dan Bohannon played in 
five games from March 
9-18:

• March 9 loss to the Rio 
Grande Valley Vipers: 
seven points on 2-for-
2 from the field

• March 11 loss to the 
Rio Grande Valley Vi-
pers: three points

• March 13 loss to the 
Birmingham Squad-
ron: started, 12 points, 
five rebounds

• March 17 loss to the 
Santa Cruz Warriors: 
started, 12 points on 
4-for-7 from the field

• March 18 loss to the 
Santa Cruz Warriors: 
started, nine points 
on three threes, four 
assists

colin-votzmeyer@uiowa.edu
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They just didn’t go in
The Hawkeyes lived and died by the 3-pointer this season, and they went cold from long distance at the worst time.

Chris Werner
Assistant Sports Editor

There was a common 
theme in almost every Fran 
McCaffery postgame press 
conference after a loss this 
season. The Iowa men’s 
basketball head coach 
would be asked to make 
an opening statement or 
asked a question by the 
media about the loss, and 
he’d say something along 
the lines of, “We took good 
looks from deep, but they 
didn’t go in.”

This season — and al-
most every season he’s 
been the Hawkeye head 
coach — McCaffery has en-
couraged his team to shoot 

open threes, and when they 
went down at a clip over 
35 percent, the Hawkeyes 
won 15 times. When Iowa 
went cold, however, Mc-
Cafferey’s team struggled 
to get victories.

In their 19 wins this 
season, the Hawkeyes con-
verted 41.5 percent of their 
3-pointers, but in losses, 
they shot just 24.3 percent.

Iowa made an average 
of 5.6 threes in its losses 
and 9.6 in its wins, while 
putting up an average of 
24 deep shots in its defeats 
and 23 in wins.

And again, after many 
of his team’s losses, Mc-
Caffery said Iowa’s looks 
from beyond the arc were 

ones he was happy with.
If you want to fact-check 

me, you can head on over 
to dailyiowan.com, click 
on the men’s basketball 
tab, and select any num-
ber of articles about Io-
wa’s losses. I’m 90 per-
cent sure there will be a 
quote in there about how 
they were “good looks.” I 
just don’t want to comb 
through them all  — think 
the back-to-back losses to 
Northwestern on Feb. 19 
and Wisconsin on Feb. 22 
where Iowa shot 3-of-24 
and 3-of-28 from 3-point 
territory, respectively. 

Or, you can just trust 
that I attended an/or 
watched all the press con-

ferences. 
I’ll put it this way: I 

don’t remember McCaffery 
saying his team took bad 
3-point shots often this 
season, if at all. The ma-
jority of you watched the 
games, too, and I bet you’ll 
agree they weren’t bad 
shots. 

But in all but one of  Io-
wa’s losses, it made less 
than 35 percent of its 3s, 
and under 30 percent in all 
but two. 

Talk about going cold. 
Iowa won over half its 
games this season and 
shot 41.3 percent from 

3-point range during 
those contests, but fresh-
man guard Josh Dix was 
the only player who saw 
significant minutes to 
shoot above 34 percent 
from beyond the arc this 
year. 

Dix made 14 of his 35 
3s, for a 40 percent clip. 
The players with over 35 
3-point attempts this sea-
son — Ahron Ulis, Tony 
Perkins, Payton Sandfort, 
Patrick McCaffery, Kris 
Murray, and Connor Mc-
Caffery — converted 32, 
33, 34, 34, 34, and 33 per-
cent of their 3-pointers, 

respectively.
Nobody from last year’s 

roster improved by more 
than one percentage 
point, and Murray and 
Sandfort were down from 
39 and 37 percent a year 
ago, respectively. 

The Hawkeyes did pull 
out four wins while shoot-
ing under 35 percent this 
season, but the last of 
those victories came be-
fore the 2022 calendar 
turned to December and 
before Iowa faced any Big 
Ten teams.

And the Hawkeyes’ hot-
and-cold shooting from 
downtown was no more 
evident than in Iowa’s last 
four games of the season.

After their dramatic 
win over Michigan State 
on Feb 25, Iowa went into 
Bloomington, blew out 
the then-No. 15 Indiana 
Hoosiers, 90-68, and shot 
13-of-23 in the process.

In their final three 
games of the season — all 
with major implications — 
Iowa went ice cold. 

With a No. 2 seed in the 
Big Ten Tournament on 
the line, Iowa went 12-
for-37 against Nebraska 
in a 81-77 loss. 4-for-17, 
against Ohio State in the 
Hawkeyes’ first Big Ten 
Tournament game, 73-69 
loss. And lastly, 7-for-27 
in Iowa’s first-round de-
feat in the NCAA Tour-
nament to Auburn, 83-75 
loss.

Although Iowa heat-
ed up in the second half 
against Auburn, Fran Mc-
Caffery offered a similar 
answer as he had all sea-
son after the Hawkeyes’ 
loss to the Tigers regard-
ing an 0-for-9 showing 
from deep in the first 20 
minutes: “We had a couple 
clean looks at [3-pointers] 
early, they didn’t go. If 
they go, maybe it’s differ-
ent.”

christopher-werner@uiowa.edu

Matt Sindt/The Daily Iowan
Iowa forward Patrick McCaffery talks to reporters after a men’s basketball game between eighth-seeded Iowa and ninth-seeded Auburn in the first round of the NCAA Tournament at Legacy 
Arena in Birmingham, Alabama, on March 16. The Tigers defeated the Hawkeyes, 83-75.

http://carvertrust.org
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OUT AT THE 
IOWA

HEARTLANDERS

Coralville Pride Festival
at Xtream Arena on

Friday, March 24
at 7:00 pm!

Iowa Heartlanders vs.
the Wichita Thunder

Tickets are just $15*

Join the

*A portion of ticket proceeds
will benefit Coralville Pride!

A Reach Out
Marketing

Special Event https://fevo.me/ih22coralvillepride

www.CoralvillePrideFestival.com

Seeing the glass half full
COLUMN

Daily Iowan sports reporter Kenna Roering breaks down how the 2023 men’s wrestling season should be remembered.

Kenna Roering
Sports Reporter

My first NCAA Division 
I Men’s Wrestling Champi-
onships experience wasn’t 
far from what I expected in 
terms of the team race. The 
Hawkeyes placed runner-up 
with 82.5 points, trailing 
Penn State, who crowned 
two individual champions 
to finish with 137.5 points. 

Iowa also finished sec-
ond to Penn State at last 
year’s NCAA Tournament, 
where the Nittany Lions 
crowned five individu-
al national champions. 
Iowa was just one of four 
schools, including Okla-
homa State, Virginia Tech, 
and Missouri to have all 
10 wrestlers competing at 
this year’s national tour-
nament. But the Hawkeyes 
failed to take home any in-
dividual titles. 

“We have to come back 
strong. We will. We have 
character. I believe that,” 
Iowa head coach Tom 

Brands said following the 
tournament. “The hard 
part is having the right look 
on your face that has opti-
mism for the future, and it’s 
hard to do right now. I said 
it last year — I’m an envious 
guy. I’m jealous. And here 
we are again.”

What made the tourna-
ment feel a whole lot less 
successful for the Hawkeyes 
was the upset that rocked 
the entire collegiate wres-
tling world. Purdue’s Matt 
Ramos pinned Iowa’s three-
time national champion 
Spencer Lee in the final 
second of their semifinal 
match. The defeat crushed 
Lee’s hopes of becoming 
Iowa’s first-ever four-time 
national champion as well 
as his 58-match winning 
streak.

I was shocked along with 
the other 16,000 people in-
side the BOK Center and ev-
eryone watching at home. 
I still don’t think I’ve fully 
processed what happened 

while I’m writing this. It 
was a heartbreaking finish 
for those everywhere that 
have spent the last six sea-
sons rooting for Lee, espe-
cially after all the adversity 
he’s been through. I think 
there’s very few people in 
the world that would battle 
through such unprecedent-
ed circumstances and win a 
national title with two torn 
ACLs. 

What made it even hard-
er was hearing the sadness 
in Tom Brands’ voice fol-
lowing Lee’s loss. In an in-
terview after the semifinal 
round, Tom Brands said 
Lee’s loss felt tragic to him. 

“It’s hard. This is real-
ly hard,” Tom Brands said. 
“But you still have to move 
on. As easy as it sounds, 
that’s the next step. It 
seems cruel to say that be-
cause the magnitude of it is 
high.” 

Instead of vying for 
third place, Lee medically 
forfeited the medal round 

and automatically finished 
sixth at 125 pounds, end-
ing his career with a record 
of 98-6. This will obviously 
be Iowa’s biggest loss next 
season, as Lee is now turn-
ing his focus to his Olympic 
and world title aspirations. 

But he does plan on stay-
ing in Iowa City to train for 
his future endeavors and 
to take on more of a men-
torship role. I think his 
presence in Iowa’s practice 
room will be beneficial for 
the squad’s future success. 

Out of the Hawkeyes’ 
10 national tournament 
qualifiers, 141-pound Real 
Woods was the only grap-
pler to make it to the cham-
pionship finals. He fell to 
Northern Colorado’s No. 2 
seed Andrew Alirez, 6-4. 

But Tom Brands said 
after the conclusion of 
the tournament that the 
Hawkeyes need to see the 
glass half full and give cele-
bration status to those who 
earned it. 

Woods, a Stanford trans-
fer, became a three-time 
All-American with his 
second-place finish — the 
highest finish of his career. 
Woods’ appearance in the 
championship match also 
extended Iowa’s streak of 
NCAA finalists to 33 con-
secutive tournaments.

Although the loss stings, 
Woods said he is proud 
of himself. Hawkeye fans 
should also be proud of his 
first season in the Black 
and Gold.  Tom Brands said 
Woods’ resilient character 
will help him move on from 
the loss and come back 
stronger, and I think Woods 
will be a top contender at 
141-pounds again next sea-
son. 

“That is what life is 
about, and that’s what is so 
beautiful about this sport,” 
Woods said. “This is the 
kind of stuff you’re going to 
deal with in life. Through 
any hardship, you’re going 
to deal with this pain and 
the fact you need to move 
forward and move on and 
continue to grow. That’s 
just life.”

Iowa crowned six 
All-Americans, including 
Lee and 197-pound Jacob 
Warner, who became the 
second and third five-time 
All-Americans in program 
history, joining former 
Hawkeye 174-pounder Mi-
chael Kemerer. This marked 
the 10th consecutive sea-
son Iowa’s crowned at least 
five All-Americans. 

Warner, 149-pound Max 
Murin, and 174-pound Nel-
son Brands combined for 
six consecutive wins in the 
consolation bracket to stay 
in contention for third place 
following Lee’s loss. War-
ner, the 2022 national run-
ner-up, ended his Hawkeye 
career fifth on the podium. 
Penn State’s Max Dean, last 
year’s title winner at 197 
pounds, finished seventh.  
This shows how difficult the 
NCAA tournament is and 

why I think every Hawkeye 
fan should be pleased with 
six podium finishes. 

Murin finished sixth for 
the first NCAA podium 
finish of his career. Mu-
rin fought to the last sec-
ond in the quarterfinals 
against Cornell’s eventual 
four-time NCAA Champion 
Yianni Diakomihalis. Mu-
rin fell, 8-7, marking Dia-
komihalis’s smallest mar-
gin of victory throughout 
his final NCAA tournament 
run. 

Nelson Brands showed 
his toughness through-
out the tournament, com-
ing away with two wins 
in sudden victory and five 
wins against top-10 seeds 
en route to fifth-place, the 
highest finish of his career. 
Nelson Brands was recover-
ing from Tommy John sur-
gery and broke his collar-
bone in October 2022, so I 
think a fifth-place finish is a 
big success for the adversity 
he faced this season. 

Tony Cassioppi finished 
fourth after being pinned 
by Air Force’s Wyatt Hen-
drickson in the third-place 
bout, but he still became 
Iowa’s 25th four-time 
All-American. 

So, while I think this 
tournament and season in 
general will be remembered 
more for its failures than 
feats, there is still a lot to 
celebrate. 

And Tom Brands’ squad 
is already aware there is 
a lot of reflection and re-
building to be done for next 
season, and I guarantee the 
Hawkeyes feel worse about 
their own performances 
than any of the fans ever 
could. 

The Hawkeyes can return 
seven of their 10 starters 
next season — as long as 
Cassioppi, Woods, and Nel-
son Brands come back for 
their final season of eligi-
bility.

mckenna-roering@uiowa.edu

Ayrton Breckenridge/The Daily Iowan
The Iowa wrestling team poses for a team picture while being reconized for finishing second after session six of the NCAA Wrestling Championships at BOK 
Center in Tulsa, Okla., on March 18. Iowa finished with 82.5 points.

http://stophiviowa.org
http://www.uidocdash.com
http://CoralvillePrideFestival.com
http://transportation.uiowa.edu
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PANDEMIC IN 2020, 
IOWA CITY’S STAND-
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Emma Gaughan
Stella Shipman
Arts Reporters

The stage is a place where theat-
er comes to life, and the characters 
share their stories with the audience 
and build a world — most of the time. 
In Riverside Theatre’s production of 
“Fefu and Her Friends,” the stage is 
just one of the many places where 
the characters come alive. 

The show opened March 10 and 
will run until April 2 at Riverside The-
atre. The show takes place in three 
parts, the second of which involves 
the audience being split into groups 
and brought to different rooms of the 
theater, where four scenes are set up. 
Each group views each scene in a 
different order, allowing for different 
interpretations of the story. 

The movement of the audience 
is not the only unique part of the 
play — the story is also unique in 
its pacing and arc. The show is an 
intimate look into the lives of eight 
women who are brought together to 

Fefu’s house for a reason that is not 
immediately clear to the audience. 
These women each have distinct 
personalities and relationships with 
one another. 

Juliana Frey-Méndez, the play’s 
director, has been involved with Riv-
erside Theatre since she was young, 
participating in acting workshops 
and attending productions. After 
graduating from high school and 
attending college, Frey-Méndez re-
turned to Iowa City, her hometown, 
every summer for Riverside’s Shake-
speare Fest.

As a Latina playwright, Frey-Mén-
dez wanted to showcase diverse and 
expansive Latine experiences in her 
works. After earning her graduate 
degree, she spent four years in New 
York studying how to apply a larger 
budget on a larger scale to effectively 
portray those experiences. 

Frey-Méndez decided to pursue 
the play “Fefu and Her Friends” after 
exploring the new Riverside space 
and suggesting the production to 
Adam Knight, Riverside’s education 

coordinator, who loved the idea. 
Originally written and produced in 

1977 by the legendary playwright Ma-
ria Fornés, the play was influenced by 
events of the era like the Roe v. Wade 
decision and the Women’s Liberation 
Movement. Fornés demonstrated 
feminism with this work by making it 
necessary for the audience to believe 
the play’s female characters.

Frey-Méndez wanted to explore 
the relationships between these 
women and their strength when they 
are united.

“This is a play about what can 
happen when women come together, 
and it’s an exploration of the internal 
worlds that women have inside of 
them and how they interact with oth-
er women and their other worlds and 
the society as a whole,” Frey-Méndez 
said. “When I talk about this play, I like 
to say that this is a play that takes 
place in our world, in a world like 
ours, but not our worlds. It has a very 
cinematic film noir feel to it.”

The Cuban-American playwright, 
theater director, and teacher Maria 
Fornés worked primarily off-Broad-
way during her theater career. She 
won numerous awards before she 
died in 2018. 

The Fornés Institute, established 
by the Latinx Theatre Commons, rec-
ognizes and preserves the works of 
Fornés. Frey-Méndez is a member of 
the Fornés Institute, and not only did 
she bring the production of “Fefu and 
Her Friends” to Riverside, but she also 
introduced Riverside to the Celebran-
do Fornés initiative, a call for schools 
and universities to incorporate more 
Fornés content in their classrooms. 

The production of “Fefu and Her 
Friends” pays tribute to a playwright 
whose work has gone largely unno-
ticed by most theater fans and is a 
powerful play about womanhood. 

Knight described it as a chance for 
Riverside to “present and acknowl-
edge one of the great 20th century 
masters,” and that it is a play that 
most people get to see once in a 
lifetime.

“This is a story that is from the 
1970s and set in the 1930s that still 
speaks to the now and is written by 
a playwright that most accomplished 
playwrights think of as one of the 
truly great masters,” Knight said. “And 
yet, Fornés is a playwright that many 
occasional theater fans don’t know 
about or haven’t seen before.” 

Following its habit of breaking 
away from the traditional play, “Fefu 
and Her Friends” had an intense and 
sudden ending that left more ques-
tions unanswered than answered, 
allowing for audience interpretation. 
For some audience members at a 
performance on March 19, the ending 
left them at a loss for words as they 
considered the story, including Emily 
Coussens, longtime Riverside Theatre 
spectator. 

“You were just seeing slices of life 
and conversation that left so many in-
triguing questions of what happened 
before, but it was really interesting,” 
Coussens said. 

Coussens added that her favorite 
part of the show was the second 
part, where the audience was moved 
to different parts of the theater. She 
found it interesting to be able to see 
the many different parts of the build-
ing and backstage areas. 

“There’s a lot of structural things 
happening with Julia in the seat,” said 
Coussens. “I think we have a lot of 
thoughts about that. You got to see 
different little intimate conversations 
that were going on. Things that were 
happening. It’s really cool.”

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu
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THE ULTIMATE TAYTAY PARTY
Join Taylor Swift fans at a Taylor Swift inspired DJ country and pop dance 
party. This event is ages 18+ and is $15 for general admission.   
10 P.M. - 1:30 A.M. | GABE’S  
330 E. WASHINGTON ST.   

COMEDY OPEN MIC 
Doors open at 8 p.m. for aspiring or established comedians in the Iowa City 
area. This is a free event to the public. 
9 P.M. – 12 A.M. | JOYSTICK COMEDY ARCADE  
13 S. LINN ST. 

‘FEFU AND HER FRIENDS’
This seminal play of the 20th century explores feminism and sexuality 
through the intimate lives of eight New England women in the 1930s. 
7:30 P.M. | RIVERSIDE THEATRE 
119 E. COLLEGE ST.

TOTALLY TWEENS: COMICS & COOKIES: WINGS OF 
FIRE #5
In the Iowa City Public Library’s Storytime Room, join teenagers for a 
monthly meeting to discuss graphic novels and eat cookies. This event 
features a new book every month.   
4 P.M. – 6 P.M. | IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
123 S. LINN ST.

THU
MARCH 23

FRI
MARCH 10
DOWNTOWN IOWA CITY DIGITAL SCAVENGER HUNT
This family-friendly “Fun Hunt” is $10 and asks participants questions to 
identify downtown Iowa City’s architecture, landmarks, buildings, and art.  
ALL DAY | DOWNTOWN IOWA CITY

UI SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
This free concert includes ensemble performances by University of Iowa 
students in the UI Symphony Orchestra conducted by French conductor 
Mélisse Brunet. 
7:30 P.M. – 9:30 P.M. | VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING 
93 E. BURLINGTON ST. 

GABE’S IOWA CITY LOCAL MUSIC SHOWCASE
Several local music groups including Fishbait, Otros Outros, Treecloud, and 
Grass Leaf will perform sets at Gabe’s. General admission is $10. 
8 P.M. –  11:30 P.M. | GABE’S
330 E. WASHINGTON ST.  

‘UKRAINE WAR AND RESISTANCE’ PHOTO EXHIBIT 
Experience photos from the Russia-Ukraine war that were exhibited for the 
first time at the Vinnytsia Museum of Art in fall 2020 in Ukraine. The show will 
be up until April 2.   
ALL DAY | UNIVERSITY OF IOWA PHILLIPS HALL ROOM 120
16 N. CLINTON ST. 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA SMASH ULTIMATE WEEKLY 
TOURNAMENT
Join the UI “smash community” Friday to play in a competitive — or casual — 
Smash Ultimate tournament. 
5 P.M. – 11 P.M. | IOWA MEMORIAL UNION HAWKEYEESPORTS ARCADE
125 N. MADISON ST.  

SAT
MARCH 11
BIJOU AFTER HOURS PRESENTS: ‘ERASERHEAD”’
The Bijou Film Board is bringing back the 1977 American surrealist horror film 
“Eraserhead” to FilmScene’s Chauncey location.    
10 P.M. – 11:59 P.M. | FILMSCENE AT THE CHAUNCEY 
404 E. COLLEGE ST. 

ZOOFUNKYOU
The Chicago-based band Zoofunkyou will showcase its soulful psychedelic 
rock, southern, and latin-inspired music. Entry is free before 9 p.m., and $5 
after 9 p.m. 
8 P.M. – 10 P.M. | ELRAY’S LIVE AND DIVE 
211 IOWA AVE. 

SNACKY MINI MART POP UP 1.0
Chinese menu inspired by family recipes will be served at the Snacky Mini 
Mart Pop Up this weekend by Sandy and Vivian Pei. Dishes served include 
Pei family pork & chive dumplings and Viv’s special veggie spring rolls with 
sweet & sour sauce.    
6:30 P.M. – 11:30 P.M. | MARCO’S ISLAND 
121 N. LINN ST. 

CHEF’S SERIES DINNER: EARTH — WALKER 
HOMESTEAD
The Walker Homestead is hosting an elaborate night with a pre-fixe meal 
surrounding the themes of “Surf, Turf and Earth”. Attendees pay a total of $100 
for the meal. 
6 – 9 P.M. | WALKER HOMESTEAD

SUN
MARCH 12
UNIVERSITY CHOIR
Listen to University of Iowa students perform in-person or via live stream at 
this free and open-to-the- public concert Sunday.  
4 P.M. | VOXMAN MUSIC BUILDING 
93 E. BURLINGTON ST.  

JOHNSON CO MARKET
Local growers, makers, and artisans will offer their creations this weekend at 
the Johnson County Fairgrounds in Building C. Shop home-grown specialty 
foods, produce, and handcrafted goods. 
10 A.M. – 1 P.M. | JOHNSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
4261 OAK CREST HILL ROAD SE

‘FEFU AND HER FRIENDS’ 
This seminal play of the 20th century explores feminism and sexuality 
through the intimate lives of eight New England women in the 1930s. 
7:30 P.M. | RIVERSIDE THEATRE  
119 E. COLLEGE ST. 

Post-Spring Break Spirit
HALO | Beyoncé   

CALIFORNIA GURLS | Katy Perry ft. Snoop Dog   
NEVER FORGET YOU | Noisettes 

RIVERS AND ROADS | The Head and the Heart  
TEARDROPS ON MY GUITAR | Taylor Swift 

     REVIEW

      COVER

Parker Jones
Arts Editor

Although its fourth season will be 
its last, fans of HBO Max’s “Succes-
sion” are still amped for the drama’s 
upcoming episodes. 

As its title suggests, “Succession” 
revolves around lineage, inher-
itance, and legacy. It follows aging 
patriarch Logan Roy as he contem-
plates the future of his international 
media conglomerate and abundant 

wealth. Previous seasons focused 
on his children and their input on 
how the company and their father 
will handle business going forward, 
with as much betrayal and scandal 
as one might imagine for an unnec-
essarily ultra-rich family. 

The fourth season is expected to 
draw the family’s tumultuous story 
to a close. Though, it is still unsure 
which of the Roy children will inherit 
the company, if any. Most members of 
the cast and crew will return for sea-
son four, including creator and writer 
Jesse Armstrong, executive produc-
ers Will Ferrell and Adam McKay, and 
others. 

Returning cast members include 
main stars Brian Cox as Logan Roy 
and Hiam Abbass as Marcia, Logan’s 
current and third wife. Additional 
returners include Alan Ruck as Con-
nor, Logan’s distant first son; Jeremy 
Strong as Kendall, Logan’s second 
son and heir apparent; Kieran Culkin 
as Roman, his third son; and Sarah 
Snook as Shiv, Logan Roy’s youngest 
and only daughter. 

“Succession” is one of the high-
est-rated TV shows of all-time on 
review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, 
with a 94 percent.. It also boasts con-
sistently high view counts, with over 
1 million viewers on every season 
premiere thus far. With hype building 
for the final season, it is expected that 
season four will continue this trend 
and leave fans hungry for more.

parker-jones@uiowa.edu

Genre: Satirical black 
comedy, drama
Episodes: 10
 Starring: 

Hiam Abbass
Nicholas Braun
Brian Cox

Kieran Culkin
Peter Friedman
Natalie Gold

Matthew Macfadyen
Alan Ruck

Succession: 
season four

UI Rec Center’s WERQ workout 
classes are high-energy

Riverside’s ‘Fefu and Her Friends’ production 
empowers women

The University of Iowa’s WERQ cardio classes at the Campus Recreation and Wellness Center give 
students a workout while dancing to pop and hip-hop music.

Riverside Theatre is presenting “Fefu and Her Friends,” a production written by legendary playwright 
and feminist Maria Irene Fornés, until April 2.

Grace Westergaard
Arts Reporter

A room at the University of Iowa’s 
Campus Recreation and Wellness 
Center is packed full of people of 
all ages twice a week for a WERQ 
workout class. The room bursts with 
energy as the music begins. 

WERQ is a cardio-based dance 
workout known for its use of pop 
and hip-hop music. Songs from 
artists like Beyoncé, Megan Thee 
Stallion, Coi Leray, and Miley Cyrus 
are frequently played during these 
classes. 

The warm-up took place first. Be-
yoncé’s “Cuff It” was paired with the 
routine, making for an exciting and 
powerful start to the class. Isabelle 
Bennett, the instructor, demonstrat-
ed and explained each movement 
before the participants copied her. 
Movements could be modified for all 
ages, and anyone with access to the 
recreation center can participate in 
the class. 

WERQ classes recently resumed 
fully in-person. Bennett said that in 
2020, students could attend in-per-
son with masks by the end of the fall 
semester. 

“They offered a lot of virtual op-
tions and still offered it virtual while 
it was back in person,” Bennett said. 

Bennett is a fourth-year student 
at the UI majoring in human physi-
ology and will start physical training 
school at the UI this summer. She 

said she began teaching WERQ 
classes in the summer of 2022. 

“I started teaching WERQ be-
cause two of my favorite instructors, 
Catie and Rachel, were leaving the 
Campus Recreation and Wellness 
Center, so I decided to get certified 
and start teaching my own classes,” 
Bennett said. 

Bennett teaches WERQ every 
Tuesday and Thursday at the CRWC, 
but her class isn’t the only one. On the 
UI’s Rec Serv app, prospective par-
ticipants can see the week’s group 
fitness schedule and the different 

instructors teaching WERQ classes.  
Students danced, jumped, and 

squatted alongside one another 
and Bennett for the following hour. 
Some songs included partner sec-
tions; this provided a fun chance for 
anyone to dance with their friend 
or meet someone new. Similarly, 
formation changes were added as 
participants jumped into lines and 
danced in unison. 

Everybody could sing along 
when Coi Leray’s “Players” queued, 
as most who use TikTok know of its 
recent popularity. Some students 
are regulars in the classes and par-
ticipate frequently enough to know 
some of the songs and dances by 
heart. 

The community aspect felt strong 
in the room, with attendees smiling 
and dancing alongside one other. 
The energy was electric; dancing to 

all these songs in a room full of peo-
ple felt empowering. 

“My favorite part about teaching 
WERQ is getting to know the regu-
lars and watching their confidence 
grow,” Bennet said. “I love that we 
have made a community of amazing 
people who make WERQ a fun expe-
rience for all.” 

The class ended with a cool-down 
session full of stretching set to Miley 
Cyrus’ “Flowers,” making for a calm-
ing end to an energizing workout. 

The community bond felt appar-
ent even after attending just a single 
class. The enjoyment of classmates 
brought an exhilarating energy to 
the room. WERQ is a fun experience 
for all and would be a great fit for 
anyone in need of a new, exciting 
workout to add to their routine.  

grace-westergaard@uiowa.edu 

 Emily Nyberg/The Daily Iowan
Iowa student Isabelle Bennett leads a WERQ fitness class at the Campus Recreation and Wellness Center on March 21. 

I love that we have made a community of 
amazing people who make WERQ a fun experience 
for all.

— WERQ Instructor Isabelle Bennett
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 1 Kit Kat component
 6 Heal (over)
10 “Ruler,” in Quechua
14 Words before “darned”
15 What ice cream and hearts may do
16 Transport up a bunny hill
17 Investigative journalist and civil rights
 pioneer who co-founded the N.A.A.C.P.
19 Some bunts, in brief
20 Exhaust
21 Boiling sensation
22 California’s “Eureka,” for one
23 Novelist and civil rights activist who wrote 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
28 Language in which “eleven” is “once”
30 One way to crack
31 Holiday pie flavor
32 Automated tweeter
33 Ribs serving
37 “___ away!”
38 W.W. II-era campaign that helped usher in
 the civil rights movement … and a hint to
 four answers in this puzzle
42 Letter after phi
43 Make a pit stop at a punk show?
45 Bodybuilding supplement co.
46 Interrupt, as at a dance
48 Rank above a viscount
50 Road flare, e.g.
52 African American who received a
 posthumous Medal of Honor for valorous

  service in W.W. II
56 “Star Wars” beeper, informally
57 Nest egg inits.
58 Transcript stat
61 When repeated, a sport fish
62 Historian, essayist and civil rights leader
 who was the first African American to receive
 a doctorate at Harvard
66 Manipulates
67 Whimper
68 Waze way
69 Trimester, e.g.
70 ___-bitsy
71 Many, informally

 1 Consoles whose controllers have wrist straps
 2 Hawkeye’s player on “M*A*S*H”
 3 Griddle goodies
 4 Beach retreat?
 5 Give juice to
 6 Enemy org. in Bond novels
 7 Big name
 8 “That’s ___ she wrote”
 9 K-pop megastars
10 “We’re through!”
11 Where to see Timberwolves battle Grizzlies
12 Mojave flora
13 Crime of combustion
18 Competes (for)
22 G.P.s, e.g.

24 Actress de Armas
25 Yours might be made up
26 O£-base, in a way
27 Lo-cal, perhaps
28 ___ folder
29 Durango dough
32 Original “Fleabag” airer
34 Throwing a tantrum, say
35 Facial feature that many characters on
 “The Simpsons” lack
36 “___ me!” (checkers cry)
39 Fairy tale baddie
40 Silver State sch.
41 Bygone home theater components 
44 Selfless courage
47 Popular card game
49 In the past
50 Like a songbird
51 Hardly any
52 Full spectrum
53 Clear the board
54 ___ half (partner)
55 Peak perks
59 The stones in stone fruits
60 On the briny
62 Keydets’ sch.
63 Screen, as a candidate
64 “www” address
65 Cry that might make you jump

No. 0215

Puzzle solutions on page 4B
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UI students, celebrities take on IC stand-up scene
Stand-up comedy in Iowa City includes open mic nights, theatrical showcases, and a comic legend’s national tour.

Parker Jones
Stella Shipman

Whether it’s open mics, 
professional stand-up rou-
tines, or “Joke-E-Oke,” 
Iowa City makes room for 
laughs. 

Although several lo-
cations host established 
comedians, comedy spots 
also host up-and-coming 
comics or anyone looking 
to share some one-liners at 
bars. 

Joystick Comedy Arcade 
specializes as a venue for 
comedy. The bar’s Monday 
night open mic started at 
the Iowa City Yacht Club 
before moving to Joystick 
in September 2021.

The rebranded bar hosts 
open mic nights on Sunday 
and Thursday and brings in 
headline acts every Friday 
and Saturday. 

Thursday’s open mic is ti-
tled “Joke-E-Oke”: A come-
dy open mic in the first half, 
and then karaoke the rest of 
the night. “Joke-E-Oke” is 
hosted by Travis Coltrain, 
the events coordinator for 
Joystick and an executive 
producer for the Floodwater 
Comedy Festival.  

Coltrain wrote in an 
email to The Daily Iowan 
that Joystick’s influence 
on the comedy scene has 
reached beyond Iowa City, 
growing the genre of stand-
up for the entire state. 

“It’s helped give comedi-
ans more stage time, a hub 
to congregate at, and a ven-
ue for others to learn about 
the art of stand-up,” Col-
train wrote. “Stand-up is 
all about practice. Comedy 
is a muscle that constantly 
needs motion, and having 
two open mics a week for 
comics to use that muscle 
is amazing.”

In addition to offering 
newcomers the opportuni-
ty to practice their materi-
al, Joystick also showcases 
professionals ranging from 
well-known comics in Iowa 
to a headliner touring the 
country. Coltrain wrote that 
comedy has always been 
a huge part of Iowa and 
noted that Joystick was in-
strumental in reviving that 
scene since the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Joystick will host a “Best 
of Iowa” showcase on 

March 31 and two week-
ends in April, where leg-
endary Iowa comics Donny 
Townsend and AJ Grill will 
headline. 

In addition to venues 
like Joystick, Iowa City’s 
comedy scene is furthered 
by theatrical takes on the 
genre from community 
theaters like Willow Creek 
Theatre Company. 

Willow Creek hosts 
“Secret Standup” — a stu-
dent-based DIY comedy 
showcase — in collabora-
tion with arts organization 
Public Space One. 

Logan Pratt, a senior at 
the University of Iowa ma-
joring in marketing with a 
minor in theater, is the cur-
rent host of Secret Stand-
up. He will also serve as 
an executive producer for 
the upcoming Floodwater 
Comedy Festival. 

Pratt said he was always 
interested in trying stand-
up and got involved after 
taking the Standup Come-
dy Practicum class at the UI 
in 2019. He said the class, 
which was taught by UI 
professor and playwright 
Megan Gogerty, prepared 
him with the basics of how 
to perform stand-up. 

“It really taught me what 
it means to be a comedian, 
a real comedian, like how to 
generate material more ef-
fectively,” Pratt said. “[The 
class] taught you how to 
be like a working stand-up 
comedian, and also how to 
do stand-up ethically … so 
that you’re doing it in a way 
that actually makes people 
laugh but doesn’t put any-
one down while you’re do-
ing it.” 

Pratt’s current mate-
rial usually focuses on 
self-deprecating humor, 
taking advice from Go-
gerty’s class that it is easier 
to point the finger at him-
self rather than someone 
else or another group. The 
student comic said that 
while he enjoys stand-up, 
he does not plan to pursue 
it as a career. 

Pratt also said his goal as 
the host of Secret Standup 
is to get more students in-
volved and to try stand-up 
for the first time. 

He said the come-
dy scene has suffered 
post-pandemic, and he 

wants to recover the atmo-
sphere that convinced him 
to give stand-up a try.  

“It’s really been a chal-
lenge as someone who 
runs a lot of student stuff,” 
Pratt said. “The pre-pan-
demic vibe was really so 
different. And so, when I 
first entered it as a fresh-
man, it was so magical.”

Renowned stand-up co-
median, actor, director, and 
writer David Cross can also 
attest to how the stand-up 
industry suffered during 
the onset of COVID-19. 
Cross performed at The 
Englert on March 17. 

Among Cross’ most no-
table appearances are his 
role as Tobias Fünke in 
“Arrested Development” 
and his recurring role in 
the second season of “Go-
liath.” His work on “The 
Ben Stiller Show” earned 
him an Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Achievement 
in Writing in a Variety or 
Music Program in 1993. 

But Cross is best known 
for comedy. His 1999 com-
edy special was also named 
one of the 25 best stand-
up comedy specials and 
concert films of all time by 
Rolling Stone in July 2015.

The comedian had been 
preparing to kick off No-
vember 2021 with a na-
tional stand-up tour that 

was canceled because of 
COVID-related concerns. 
“That’s probably cre-
atively one of the most 
disappointing things I’ve 
ever had to do in my life,” 
Cross said in an interview 
with the DI. “I mean, I was 
ready to go. Theaters were 
booked. And then, yeah, we 
had to cancel it.”

To make up for the 
devastating cancellation, 
Cross recorded a comedy 
special in New York City ti-
tled “I’m From the Future.” 
He wanted to ensure the 

material he wrote did not 
go to waste and was shared 
with the world when it pre-
miered on his official web-
site in February 2022. 

This year, Cross finally 
embarked on a national 
tour titled “Worst Daddy in 
the World,” which included 
his March 17 stop in Iowa 
City. He will continue tour-
ing into next month. His 
last performance is set for 
April 14. 

Cross said the gruel-
ing travel of touring can 
be challenging, but it is a 

small price to pay for the 
joy of performing comedy 
routines and entertaining 
audiences. 

“I want [audiences] to 
laugh, to enjoy themselves, 
to think it was worth their 
time and worth their mon-
ey,” Cross said. “For new 
people or people who hav-
en’t seen me before, I hope 
they remain new fans, and 
for people who have seen 
me before, I hope they’re 
satisfied with the new set.”

daily-iowan@uiowa.edu

Photo contributed by Logan Pratt

http://grifolsplasma.com
http://dst-ic.com
http://nodoiowacity.com
http://leashonlife.net
http://artifacts-iowacity.com
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http://icookiesandmore.com
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Since knowing is so 
important, we joined other 

newspapers in Iowa and 
also publish our public 

notices online.

YOU DON’T KNOW...

You don’t know what

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICES, 
YOU ARE LEFT GUESSING.

FIND IOWA NOTICES ONLINE AT
www.iowanotices.org

Rising country star 
Roman Alexander 

to play at Elray’s 
Roman Alexander returns for his second performance at El-

ray’s Live and Dive and will debut new music on Friday.

Stella Shipman
Arts Reporter 

Country music will 
grace the main stage 
of a local downtown 
bar this Friday, telling 
stories through songs 
and entertaining 
audiences in a welcoming 
environment.

Roman Alexander will 
perform on March 24 at 
Elray’s Live and Dive, a 
downtown bar that has 
hosted various local, 
regional, and national 
performers since it 
opened in July 2020. 

Alexander was named 
one of Spotify’s Hot 
Country Artists to Watch 
in 2021 and charted on the 
Spotify U.S. Viral 50. He is 
also one of the longest-
running independent 
artists on Spotify’s Hot 
Country playlist.

The singer hails from 
Parkville, Missouri, a 
town outside Kansas City. 
He grew up listening to 
his uncle’s country band, 
which was influenced 
by artists like Johnny 
Cash and Elvis Presley. 
When he entered high 
school, Alexander began 
performing live in local 
bars. 

After graduating in 
2015, the up-and-comer 
headed straight for 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
He established a social 
media presence while 
washing cars at an Audi 
dealership. Alexander 
also sold merchandise for 
artists like Shenandoah, 
Jo Dee Messina, and 
Easton Corbin, which 
helped him build a 
foundation for his career. 

“I had a nice little 
transition from merch to 
the music career, and it 
was nice to be able to see 
what I liked and didn’t 
like about it,” Alexander 
said. “So, I definitely 
got my start and learned 
a lot about myself as a 
musician doing that job.”

Elray’s owner Bob Elray 
said Alexander made a 

great impression when 
he first performed a little 
over a year ago with 
Nashville country artist 
Levi Hummon. He said 
he considers Alexander a 
rising country star.

As a self-taught musi-
cian, Elray understands 
the hard work required to 
establish a musical career 
and values the impor-
tance of supporting rising 
artists. 

“If you’re into support-
ing the arts and into sup-
porting music, I think not 
just looking at calendars 
and trying to see who you 
know and going to those 
shows, but sort of push-
ing yourself to discover 
more music, learn more 
music and more genres, 
is certainly good and gets 
more shows to the market 
for sure,” Elray said.  

As a business owner, El-
ray recognizes that shows 
for local artists are more 
important to draw atten-
tion to small venues.

Alexander is perform-
ing at Elray’s for the sec-
ond time to promote his 
newest release, “Mess Me 
Up,” and his upcomong 
track, “Bourbon Street,” 
which will be released to 
streaming platforms the 
same day as his appear-
ance at Elray’s. 

Considering the 
enthusiasm of audiences 
at his last show, the 
country singer looks 
forward to another 
great set enjoyed by 
crowds. Alexander hopes 
audiences will enjoy 
themselves and the 
stories of his songs and 
interact with him.  

“First and foremost, 
I try to keep it to where 
[audiences] feel like they 
can talk to me at any 
time, like coming up to 
me at the end of a show,” 
Alexander said. “When 
they come out to your 
show, you want to be per-
sonable and talk to them. 
So my number one goal is 
to make them enjoy the 
show but make them en-

joy the show enough to 
want to come over and 
talk to me after.”

In the country music 
community, Elray’s has 
developed a reputation 
for sharing music of all 
kinds and being a good 
venue for artists. With a 
production team and staff 
members who Elray says 
treat people and artists 
the right way, artists are 
often excited to perform 
there and draw the com-
munity to shows. 

Despite the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020, Elray’s persevered, 
undergoing construction 
and opening the venue to 
a limited and separated 
crowd. Now, the business 
is making the most of 
loosened COVID-19 re-
strictions.

“It certainly was a dif-
ferent experience, but it 
was a good experience,” 
Elray said. “And even 
though [opening during 
COVID-19] wasn’t our in-
tention, it was still fun to 
get open.”

Elray says the bar has 
several notable acts lined 
up on the calendar for 
April, including Kylie 
Morgan and other Nash-
ville-based artists. He 
encourages everyone to 
come out for the perfor-
mances to support both 
the artists and the local 
business.

Both Elray and Alex-
ander anticipate a good 
turnout on Friday, espe-
cially with the release of 
Alexander’s songs. As the 
rising country star looks 
to the future, he aspires 
to tour and play wherever 
he can and put his name 
out there. 

“You got to prove your-
self, and it’s going to 
come down to the song 
for me,” Alexander said. 
“For me, the aspirations 
are the really good music 
— put out good music, re-
cord great music, and be 
on the road nonstop.”

stella-shipman@uiowa.edu 

Contributed Photo by Working Holiday

http://stanleymuseum.uiowa.edu
http://www.iowanotices.org
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