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through its stories while
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inform and engage our readers.
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In order to effectively serve the public and uphold the principles of democracy,
candidates must prioritize the political process over their personal lives. This means
recognizing that holding public office is a privilege, not a right, and that elected
officials have a duty to their constituents to act with integrity and professionalism at
all times. If a candidate’s personal life interferes with their ability to do the job they
were elected to do, whether it be ethical lapses, criminal activity or other factors,
they should be prepared to step down from their position in order to protect the
integrity of the political system. Why is it that politicians like Santos and Trump
continue to grip U.S. politics after being proven guilty of crimes? Why can’t they
step down, like Al Franken did when he was accused of sexual assault?

It is more important than ever for candidates to be held accountable for their
actions, and everyone can do their part to make it happen. As members of the
SPA community, and constituents to their representatives, people have the power to
reach out and express their concerns. As citizens of the United States, people have
the power to question, educate themselves, educate others who may not have the
resources many are priviledged to have, and prove that justice is more than possible.



