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[ dragged my feet down the crowded,
odd smelling hallway on the way to my
first block class. It was biology, so 1 obvi-
ously wasn't in any hurry.

The mob of my peers that surround-
ed me, like myself, were slowly shuffling

. forward, waiting for the neverending
line to the stairway to become less con-
densed. ;

_All of the sudden, BAM! Some
200-pound, deodorant-less senior with
airpods in his grimy, bacteria-filled ears
slammed right into me, before disap-
pearing into the crowd, doing the same
to everyone else he walked past.

“What a jetk,” I muttered under
my breath, likely voicing the thoughts
of my fellow peets. As I contin-
ued “walking,” I saw a group of
freshmen standing in the mid-
dle of the hall, creating an im-
penetrable gate of people.

“How inconsiderate,” I only
thought to myself this time, as
the people my sentence was re-
ferring to were only 2 few feet
away from me, as well as ait-
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the opposite direction. :

One of the guys I've been in
school with since preschool.

A guy I have countless inside jokes
and have spent some of my best ever
memories with.

A guy I would trust my life with.

A guy that would NEVER ignore me
when 1 greet him in the hallway before
1 step into my first period biology class.

Take a guess what happened.

It was scarring. It’s the type of thing
that changes aman. -

1 walked over to him with an ear-to-
edr smile on my face, not aware of how
naive my optimism would soon feel.

I nodded my head and gave a solid
“Syup?”, but to no avail. He walked right
past me, with no acknowledgement of
my presence. And then ... o, I can’t con-
tinue. ;

Not only is it becoming t00 painful to
recall, but all the tears on my keyboard

are going to cause water damage to my
laptop.

However (this is when 1 was still
thinking clearly, before the heartbreak,)
1 remember the primary question in my
head immediately after the incident.

«“Why isn't anybody following the
rules?”

«Rules?” 1 hear you question
out loud to your paper, no doubt con-
fusing the mentally stable people in the
room. “What rules?”

Well, dear strawman, the kind of
rules we all subconsciously follow. The
kind that aren’t enforced, but not abiding
to them make you look like a jerk.

What do you mean I still
sound insane?

Whether you think abbut it or
not, there aredecisions we all collective-
. ly make when walking to our classes. It
doesn’t matter if you call them “unspo-
ken rules,” “etiquette,” or whatever.

These acts we make go deeper than
the “Well, I don’t want to be a *cen-
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sored*” status; they actually stem from
something much bigger (unless you are
one of those *censored* people, in which
case you can go *censored* yourself*).

But before 1 blabber about wiy we'
have etiquette, we need to understand
what said etiquette 7s.

Despite being the #1 biggest “The
Unspoken Rules of <fill in the blank>"
writer, 1 believe senjor Jack Mannion
describes hallway etiquette simply and
petfectly. ;

“Just be respectful of other people,”
Mannion said. “Know [that] you're not
the only person in the hallways.”

Mannion also had more specific com-
ments on not being a burden on others

when traversing the halls.

“Just stay to the right
side [when walking], and if
you're going to talk to peo-
IIile, get to the side of the

allways, don’t just stand in
the middle ... Don’t be t00
loud either,” Mannion said.

od-less. ; coming from.

Finally, right before I en- XANDER Mannion is: #1, A se-
tered hell (biology), I saw 2 ADKINS nior, the grade which is well
close friend of mine walking in Executive known by underclassmen as

the worst hallway walkers in
the -school (you know who
you are). #2, A 64, 210-pound athlete,
meaning if he bumps into you you’re
gonna fee/ it. And #3, Involved in a ton
of extracurriculars, including baseball,
ultimate frisbee and Knights Way, on
top of being a Blue Leader, meaning he
knows, what, everyonée in the school?

If those three attributes aren’t the
unholy trinity of horrific hall usage I
don’t know what are, but Mannion sub-
verts this simply by being considerate.

If he can do it, 'm faitly confident
you can too.

And that’s all L ask of anyone walking
around the school. Nobody cares how
much of a hurry you're in or how fun-
ny that joke:is that your friend just
needs o hear right now; they just
want to get to their class and
maybe say “hi” to some
friends on the way.

Just because you don’t
care about being tardy
doesn’t mean everybody
else does too.

Sure, 1 could individu-
ally list every single “rule”
that 1 believe is “ryle-worthy” on the
sacred Declaration of Hall-dependance,
but at the end of the day just don’t be
that guy.

Y’know, that guy. Who stands still on
moving sidewalks in the airport, doesn’t
use a turn signal half the time, the kind
that makes you accidentally swear in
front of your grandparents out of annoy-
ance. ;

But why is that bad? Not the oddly

‘specific “swearing in front of Gram and.
Gramps” thing that 100% definitely

didn’t happen to me, but having no care
for others around you? :

It sounds like a stupid question, I
know, but 'm also the guy talking about
fake laws in a school hallway, so take
that as you will.
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The best part of this ad- 2
vice, however, is who it's

IT'S A GATHERING;
A MEETING SPOT,”

- Jay Heilman, psychology teacher

WELCOME TO TH
E JUNGLE:
INTENSE SITuATIONS To MgKg I;TE :

Seri-
ously though, everybody knows it's good
to kindly acknowledge people we know
when we see them and know it’s bad to
impolitely ignore those same people.

Passing someone you know in the
hall is the most minor example of this,
but the impact it can have is still mon-
umental. 3

Psychology teacher Jay Heilman ex-
plains that minor interaction serves as a
great reminder of the support of others.
A simple greeting in the hallway is an ex-
ample of this support.

“Kindness.goes a long way, even [if it
is] just recognizing each other,” Heilman
said. “Life is hard to go through by yout-
self ... you want to acknowledge some-
one when you see them because that’s
just being a kind human.”

A school hallway isn’t just some place
to house these reminders, it’s the opti-
mal location.

No other environment has the relat-
ability and fast-paced nature that school
halls during passing periods have, which
make for a truly unique environ-

ment, even if most won't
realize that
until they no
longer expe-
rience it.

“Iestoa
gathering 2

meeting
spot,” Hei-
lman said.
“Jt’s a common space that we share.
Obviously it is just to get from one place
to another, but why not have that hap-
pen while doing something else fun
[like] catching up with friends and col-
leagues?”

But we are a bunch of teenagers after
all, so you know things are immediately
going to get messed up.

With how popular wireless earbuds
are, many students use them during
passing periods, which unfortunately
means they’re likely to accidentally ig-
nore someone trying to get their ‘atten-
tion.

Heilman explains how being social in
the halls has changed from when he was
in high school, mainly due to earbuds
and possibly intimidated students.
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“If it’s o
a student [that Iignores me] I usually
think ‘Okay maybe they have an earbud
in,” Heilman said. “Because students
[are] still learning how to interact with
adults, and not all students aré good at
that. Some students ... might be a little
overwhelmed by that and might just ig-
nore them.”

It’s just as easy 10 make someone
feel ignored as it is to make them feel
acknowledged by ... y’know, ignoring
them.

But it’s also possible to go too over
board and get their attention (along
with everyone else’s) by yelling at them,
which seems to be a lot of senior boys’
favorite pastime. :

- “You -want to get their attention
without embarrassing them ... [others]
being too loud and obnoxious can be
annoying...” Mannion .said, apparently
forgetting he was‘a senior boy and was
therefore required to do the same.

Obviously there aren’t a ton of times
where someone is being intentionally :
ignored, or someone is screaming at the
top of their lungs, but there are still an
infinite amount of ways to be a burden to
someone while doing the “passing” part
in “passing period” (can you tell 'm run-
ning out of different ways to say “walk-
ing down the hall?”)

But there are also an infinite number
of ways to make someone’s day a little
better. Acknowledging someone is a lit-
tle thing, sure, butit reminds that person
of something much bigger: the support,
respect, confidence and all of the other
positive adjectives in the dictionary that
you (probably) have for them.

I mean, don’t say “hi” to someone if
you both immensely hate each other, but
it never hurts to be friendly, even if it’s
someone you don’t know well.

Or don’t, y’know? It’s not like people
are going to hold a grudge over such 2
small thing for such a long time, right?

And it’s not like that .would cause
that person to rethink your entire friend-
ship, right?

And that person would NEVER do
both of those things and then publicly
vent about it in the newspapet, right?

No, I couldn’t imagine that. ¥>




