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@MACHRONICLE REPORTING IN 2022-2023

With a new team led by editor-in-chief Sonia Freedman, our social media became more
organized, efficient, and far-reaching this school year. The help of Celine Chien and
Jolene Chu allowed us to post something nearly every day on both Instagram and

Twitter. Our Nextdoor, YouTube, and Spotify accounts also flourished, with more
multimedia reporting than ever before. Through active efforts in consistent and creative
social media usage, we have reached a diverse audience of community members ranging
in gender, city, and age.




INSTAGRAM ()

We have achieved national and regional athletic records this year, but we
have also experienced major issues. Two guns were found present on
campus, one student was arrested and pinned down by the police, our

superintendent was fired with little reasoning, and much more.

As our main source of community interaction and communication, the role of
Instagram has become increasingly important for our publication. With
short-form content, we are able to communicate with and inform our
community members on important events.
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This image is an example of the
follower growth our Instagram has
maintained every 90 days.

We began with =500 followers in
August of 2022 and as of 05/23/23, we
have 1,192 followers; a 138% increase.
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Image 1: Examples of our story growth, with all
top story posts from the past two years from
this year. This includes reporting on a student
bringing a gun to campus, the arrest of a
student, and a student-led protest. Our top
story post reached 759 community members.
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In the history of the account (not able to be shown through Instagram), ANAI_YTICS

all of our top posts have been from this year. These posts include
images, quotes, videos, and other reporting from longer stories and
breaking news, keeping our community informed.

< Content

Posts Last 2 Years

Our top post reached 5,853 community members, while all our other top

posts reached over 1,000 members. Reach
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THE -A CHRONICLE
BREAKING NEWS:
STUDENT PINNED DOWN BY POLICE
OFFICERS, COMMUNITY CONFUSED

Y A sibling of the student who was pinned to

the ground said, “The school called the police

on him, without calling my mother first. He

{ is a minor; he didn’t physically harm anyone
or deserve this."”
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"He is currently depressed, scared, and shaky. He [had]
never experienced police brutality or interactions with the |
police. As a Black male, he thougﬁt he was going to die.”

The sibling said the student was physically injured in the \
interaction.

A B ), &~

Public ©-=~9l,
Privat." 2‘00 AS
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Post insights:
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Profile activity 1 ’46 6
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From this post
On April 28, a student was arrested and pinned down by police

, : : : , alone, we
officers, sending shock and confusion to our community, generating ained over
immense debate-- some regarded it as police brutality while others 9 — accounts reached
Ustifi ; : it ati 100 followers
found the arrest as justified. To provide more clarity to the situation, P
we kept continued updates in our social media, making sure to in the span of 850 -~ 5 003
incorporate all perspectives on the story. a week. e s . ;g?fFoHowers
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In an email to students on Sunday afternoon, Principal
Karl Loosekoot said, “As educators, trained in the
vocation of supporting students, the idea of calling for
police department support is something that we
absolutely do not take lightly. It is always the final
option when all attempts to de-escalate a situation are
not producing the desired result, and there is a clear
threat to the safety of our students and/or staff.”

1 A sibling of the student who was pinned to
the ground said, “The school called the police
on him, without calling my mother first. He
is a minor; he didn’t physically harm anyone
or deserve this."

"What I can share is that our site administrators did
call for police department support due to an
interaction with a student that escalated to the level
that our site team felt concerned for their safety, as
there was physical contact made against one of our site
leaders along with several verbal threats made towards
that staff member.”

"He is currently depressed, scared, and shaky. He [had]
never experienced police brutalitﬁ or interactions with the

police. As a Black male, he thought he was going to die.”
The sibling said the student was physically injured in the
interaction.

To add nuance, we incorporated We attached a recording of
perspectives from the arrested incident to provide audiences
student’s family as well as our direct access to what had
school’s administration in response occurred.

to the incident.
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link in bio

A
PrinciPal Losekoot Responds to
Friday’s Incident Advising
Students to “Keep Asking
Questions”

machronicle

machronicle At 12:38 PM, Atherton Commander Dan Larsen
responded to an inquiry from the Chronicle about the situation
in our previous post. Link in bio for the full transcript.

aliyah.cf07 “He fell to the ground” not what i saw and not
what the videos show®

thahoodsquad Unfortunately it is a common tactic for
media to push a police narratives or spreading copaganda
from police and systems of white supremacy like school

officials without hearing directly from the victim when they
are black and brown. Media often spreads information and

narratives fed to them by these systems to demonize black
and brown victims or justify abuses they have unjustly
suffered. Smh very disappointing...

20 lk

titanongfr here comes the money ®®®®

like R

alexalvaradoarana Police are leaally allowed to lie with little

Qv

and 331 others

machronicle

machronicle After his email on Sunday afternoon, Principal
Karl Losekoot appeared on M-A Today! today with another
message for all students and staff in response to Friday's
incident where a student was pinned down by police officers
right outside of school. Link in bio for the full story as well as
past reports of this situation.

amrschar I'm curious. It was my understanding that it was
the school that called the police. Is this untrue?

Reply

eris_is_dandy Didn't he share the exact same anecdote
about a student coming to him asking what to do when there
were guns on campus?

12 lik ply

repl

titanongfr chatgpt on the email and teleprompter
8likes Reply

Qv

and 240 others.

a comment.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CruJ3tCPKQh/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrtwgBKSgg9/
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STUDENT PROTEST & WALKOUT

machronicle

machronicle On Wednesday afternoon, over a hundred M-A
students, teachers, and community members gathered to
protest the Atherton Police Department and M-A
administration'’s actions last Friday when police handcuffed
two students and pinned one to the ground just outside
school.

Despite heavy rain, the protestors walked for over an hour.
They started on Oak Grove, Marcussen Drive, and Middlefield,
stopping at the bus stop where police kneeled on the
student’s back while he and his friends pleaded for the
officers to get off him because he was in pain from a recent

366 1,742 2,325 [N, » Ul

likes reached  impressions

o L
M-A BSU and Community Protest Police

Brutality, Call for Transparency and
2 eform

1g and 365 others

machronicle

machronicle I decided to come because | was actually there
when [the student] was getting arrested and seeing that
couldn't believe my eyes. | hope that [the walkout] will show
our administration that we want a change and that we will not
stop until we get a change," said sophomore Melanie Osuna
Madera. Students gathered at the PAC Café and walked to
Burgess Park to protest the police incident on April 28, which
many viewed as an example of police violence specifically

: b y SRR towards BIPOC individuals. Click the link in our bio to learn
" 4 =7 Yo \; more about the Thursday student walkout.
’ ’ e 5

likes reached  impressions
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cr1QmAjvVMk/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CsJYPuorsfc/

) machronicle

machronicle On Tuesday, for the second time this
month, the Atherton Police Department (APD)
received a call from M-A staff notifying them that
there may be a firearm on campus from an

unattended backpack. The first incident, just three
weeks ago, involved another student who brought
a firearm on campus.

APD commander Daniel Larsen reported that the
APD found that the gun, a Smith & Wesson M&P
Shield .380 pistol, was loaded. After identifying
the student that brought it to campus, officers
took them to the Hillcrest Juvenile Detention
Center for violations under four charges: holding a
concealed firearm, carrying a concealed weapon,
carrying a loaded firearm in public, and possessing
a handgun as a minor.

THE M-A CHRONICLE

Administration alerted M-A parents and guardians
via an email from Principal Karl Losekoot on
Wednesday morning and announced it to students
on Thursday in a message on Canvas. Read more
in the link in our bio.

BREAKING NEWS:
SECOND STUDENT ARRESTED FOR
CARRYING GUN ON CAMPUS

Sonia Freedman

285

likes

and 284 others

link in bio

Arden Margulis
Amala Raj

LOSEKOOT AND BSU LEADERSHIP
COMMENT ON PETITION
&Losekoot and BSU ,
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SECOND STUDENT ARRESTED FOR
CARRYING GUN ON CAMPUS

2,132

impressions

machronicle

machronicle On Wednesday, May 10th,
members of the M-A Black Student Union
(BSU) presented their petition and public
comments to the Sequoia Union High School
District Board of Trustees regarding the arrest
of an M-A student. Many of their speeches
encouraged the implementation of the BSU'’s
petition action items.

In response to BSU's calls for change, M-A
Principal Karl Losekoot said, “The asks of the
petition are thoughtful and reasonable things
that we should be discussing. In some ways, we
are already doing many of the things that are
suggested, though there are ways we can
improve on them."

W

and 139 others

@ Add a comment...



https://www.instagram.com/p/ClufcI0vhIj/
https://www.instagram.com/p/ClufcI0vhIj/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Csp9it8u_Qt/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Csp9it8u_Qt/

BOARD ACCUSED OF FORCING SUPERINTENDENT TO RESIGN, EATS GAKE

inkiin bio N —
n L. Tmcr & Megan Lam | 5

machronicle The Sequoia Union High School District (SUHSD)
Board of Trustees held a regular meeting on Wednesday,
December 14th following public accusations that they planned
to fire Superintendent Dr. Darnise Williams. They began by
reading a press release commending her work and thanking
her for her service: “Dr. Darnise Williams, after leading the
high school district through pandemic recovery, decides to
move on. The District thanks her for her service... the parties
[have] entered into an amicable agreement. Under [her]

stewardship, Sequoia became a statewide leader in equity
awareness.” Link in bio for the full story. 1 5 9 1 1 9 1 7 2

likes reached  impressions

and 158 others.

machronicle

machronicle Following rumors that the new Sequoia Union

ZL & High School District (SUHSD) Board of Trustees plans to fire
SEEN . Superintendent Dr. Darnise Williams, members of the
community expressed outrage at a special meeting, hurling
3 | i @ 7 3 accusations of secrecy, racism, and breaking the law. Link in

bio for the full story.

. . lucasgiarrussO Sometime tells me this had to do with her
¥ handling of how the two students who brought firearms to
school were handled. She, coming for LA Unified, probably

had more experience than anyone on the board with dealing
with that kind of thing. Unfortunately, in our Silicon Valley
community people (and rose on the board) probably reacted

Pl n TO > differently and accused her of mishandling the situation.
4 Definitely something sus with the two new members of the

board being sworn in quickly and with just 72 hours notice
Racism, A"ﬂd Breaking The Law ol Just i oot
=
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CmM8ddrSQwX/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmIrSR4rGS7/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmIrSR4rGS7/

machronicle

machronicle Last weekend, four M-A girls on the track and
field team competed in the highly selective Arcadia Invitational
race in Southern California. The Bears put M-A in the history
books as they broke the national record for the 4x1600 and

school records for the 800. Read more about the race in the
link in our bio.

sasha_.blum slay

Reply
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j  machronicle

machronicle On Wednesday, the Baseball team was
overpowered in a tough home loss against the Burlingame

X § Y Panthers, the game finished with a final score of 6-5. Senior
3 - - % George Zaharias took the mound for M-A in front of a crowd
¢ o 4 i of MLB scouts.
o § ; s Zaharias verbally announced his commitment to the Univers
: 5 -~ of Texas two years ago, but could still be picked in this year:

upcoming MLB draft. Link in bio for the full story!
aw

WITH MLB SCOUTS IN ATTENDANGE L SR
135 1,258 1,815

likes reached impressions =

with MLB Scouts in Attendance T



https://www.instagram.com/p/CrXHzcZrPTC/
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CrkX1KaOx9s/
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ALL-AMERIGAN TRANSFER IGNITES
PLAYOFF HOPES
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SIX TRACK AND FIELD MEMBERS
QUALIFY FOR STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

233 1,14 1,357

likes reached impressions Six Track and Field

Members Qualify for State
Championships
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cswh7O9vpWy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cswh7O9vpWy/
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChnYbFCPJVT/
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChnYbFCPJVT/

COMMUNITY
BELOVED P.E. TEACHER PAMELA

WIMBERLY TO RETIRE AFTER 55 YEARS

362 1,021

likes reached

1,126

impressions

) machronicle

machronicle If your first date is less than ideal, don't lose
hope! Check back 50 years later. It worked for M-A alumni and
fianceés Frank Merrill and Nancy Korb Brown.

“Nancy was a cheerleader. | asked her out—I was so far below
her in the high school social hierarchy that there's no reason
at all she should've said yes, but she did! On New Year's Eve,
1966, we went on our first and only high school date. I had a
little too much fun, drank a little too much, sat down, stuck my
elbow in the potato chips, and she said, ‘That's it, I'm done
with this!’ and took me home," Merrill remembered.

After high school, Merrill and Brown parted ways. Brown
moved to San Diego and became a special education teacher.
Merrill studied Animal Science at Cal Poly and, after a brief
cattle ranching stint, started his own veterinary business in
Burlingame

Merrill and Brown reunited at their 50th M-A reunion. Both of
their spouses had recently passed away. Merrill recalled, “On
the last day of the reunion, | was like, 'Hey Nancy, what are
you doing for dinner tonight?' And she was like, ‘Nothing. And
I said, ‘Great, we're going out to dinner!"” "Frank thinks it was
all his idea, but you know...” Brown interjected with a smile.

Bears Betrothed!

Hiéh School Sweethearts Reunite
and Get Engaged after 50th M A
Reunion -

Qv
and 193 others

Caroline Pecore

eloved P.E. Teacher Pamela

m A @ machronicle

link in bio

machronicle Pamela Wimberly, beloved P.E.

] () ; .
el R T {"m ¥/ teacher and pillar of M-A's athletics
R
7 =37
”

department, will retire at the end of this school
year. She has spent her entire career at M-A,
’ teaching through 55 of M-A's 72 years and

- under 14 different principals. Wimberly helped
create our interscholastic girls athletics
program, led her girls basketball teams to 24
championships, and taught over ten thousand
students. Link in bio for the full story!
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veragady Thank you A
4h 1like Reply
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and 361 others

Wimberly to Retire After 55 Years © #aconment.

HiGH SCHOOL SWEETHEARTS GET ENGAGED
AFTER 50TH M-A ALUMNI REUNION

194 892

likes reached
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cl15pvRyRZi/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cl15pvRyRZi/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cs67DkmysQ1/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cs67DkmysQ1/
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Live in Péace Program Empowers Youth
and Fosters Community in East Palo"Alto

- A e = [ o 2
El Programa Live in Peace Empodera a los
J6venes y Fomenta la Comunidad en East
Palo Alto

We use bilingual posts and translations to
allow our Instagram account to be accessible
to a broader audience and large percentage
of Spanish-speaking students at M-A.

machronicle

M-A junior Epiphany Bass said, “Live in Peace feels
like a family. The tutoring is very helpful, and it also
doesn’t feel like I’'m just coming here to do work,
because I have my people here with me too.”

Epiphany Bass, estudiante de tercer afio de M-A,
dijo: “Live in Peace se siente como una familia. La
tutoria es muy util, y tampoco se siente como si solo
estuviera viniendo aqui para hacer un trabajo, porque
también tengo a mi gente aqui conmigo™.




OPINION SATIRE: MESSAGE FROM M-A

Adrian Deutscher-Bishop M-A @ roctronice

b))} Ii" Hl biO a machronicle Click the link in our bio to read more about a very
5 important announcement from the Menlo-Atherton
Administration.
= = — == = — = ]

24w

veragady Great, | thought that satire didn't exist anymore &

' b 24w Reply
leviathan_minecraft very nice thank you Al now know
= what to do when | see someone being bad
‘: &= " opY

W 6o 34 154 893 1,283

shares likes reached impressions

Qv

B Liked by claire.b.chang and 153 others
M
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machronicle

b : (2" machronicle When asked how she found out
[ ] - 3 A s K &/ about M-A girls volleyball tryouts, senior and

former volleyball player Calista Schmidt replied,
“It's just an ‘if you know, you know’ kind of

SI 0“ I s & ? , . M-A's student body comes from a variety of
—— - SOATHE . socioeconomic and racial backgrounds. Our

athletics program is highly accomplished,
serves almost half of our school population,
and deserves recognition for these successes.
However, too many of our teams are largely

| = ) 3 composed of more-affluent students. Some
I= teams—though not all—have a pipeline of
’ ’ 2 _ players from expensive, private clubs, making
Edltorlal: sports more exclusive at a school too often

likes reached impressions shares Piiblic School Qv
s
Private Sports

and 193 others
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cl7sI4ELFEE/
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READ THE MARK!

FALL MARK

INSTAGRAM REELS

4,764 | 3,391

views views
161 175
likes likes
3,402 2,559
reached reached
READ THE MARKI! ) ‘ Despite the lower engagement
& OUT NOW!! rate in the second reel, the

higher likes proportion
suggests a more engaged
SPRING MARK following and audience.


https://www.instagram.com/reel/CnSp9u2htcx/
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/CsM1zL6Ow9z/

« M-A Chronicle

Chronicle
Edit profile

M-A Chronicle

An award-winning student-run news forum for Menlo-Atherton High School. A
source for live updates on M-A sporting events and much more.

machronicle.com

Our Twitter account has
been used to reach out to
interviewees as well as
report on new posts and
important events.

Tweets

Tweets and replies  Promoted

M-A Chronicle
Hey @StephenCurry30, We are currently writing an arti
about an outstanding P.E. teacher and basketball coach,
Pamela Wimberly, who is retiring after 56 years of service
for the Menlo-Atherton High School community in
Atherton, California.

381

M-A Chronicle 140
New post: A New Approach to Suspensions on Campus

Caused the Lowest Suspension Rate of the Decade
machronicle.com/a-new-approach...

M-A Chronicle 138
New post: M-A BSU and Community Protest Police

Brutality, Call for Transparency and Reform
machronicle.com/m-a-bsu-and-co...

49 12.9%
27 19.3%
18 13.0%

The uniquely open and public communication platform Twitter offers
allows us to engage people from other parts of the community, generating
more public traction for our breaking news stories, and also allowing us to
openly communicate with figures, such as Stephen Curry for recognition
of Pamela Wimberly, a staff member who has taught at our school for 56

years.


https://twitter.com/TheMAChronicle

Feb 2023 - 28 days

TWEET HIGHLIGHTS

Top Tweet ea

New post: Are M-A Students Prepared for
an Actual Lockdown? machronicle.com/are-
m-a-studen...

P 4

“1 V1

View Tweet activity View all Tweet activity

Pror

Tuesday, February 14, 2023
§ Organic Impressions 8,014

Tweets

7

This tweet reported on our
test of whether M-A students
would be prepared for a
lockdown after a webinar in
February. With nearly 10,000
impressions, this was our
most viewed Tweet since our
account was created in 2009.

ANALYTICS




M-A Chronicle @TheMACh

New post: Correcting Systemlc Imbalances Why Detracting AS English | is

Necessary machronicle.com/correcting-sys...

M-A Chronicle @
Is getting rid of AS Engllsh | the nght move’7 Maybe not for
underrepresented groups. Read the article here: machronicle.com/the-
soft-bigot...

M-A Chronicle ©

New post: M-A’s Inaugural Partlmpatlon In Natlonal History Day
machronicle.com/m-as-inaugural...

M-A Chronicle @The e - Jar
New post: Weekend Wayfarer: Los Trancos Open Space Preserve
machronicle.com/weekend-wayfar...

Apr 2023 - 30 days

Top Tweet carned 399 impressions

New post: GSA Leads Day of Silence at M-
A machronicle.com/gsa-leads-day-...

View Tweet activity

Mar 2023 - 31 days

Top Tweet carned 229 impressions

New post: “l Win Less, But | Live More”:
Iszac Henig ‘18 Embraces Authenticity as a
Transgender Athlete machronicle.com/i-win-
less-but...

View Tweet activity View all Tweet activity

View all Tweet activity

May 2023 - 30 days so far...

TOp Tweet carned 512 impressions

New post: Breaking News: Police Update
After Friday Incident
machronicle.com/breaking-news-...

View Tweet activity View all Tweet activity

Our typical top Tweets during this school year ranged from
200-600 impressions, whereas almost of our tweets from
previous years got O impressions.

ANALYTICS



Stats
Through a live visual format, we are able to engage
audiences with videos (as seen in the arrest video)
for transparency, and also to connect the community 27444 views
to celebrate M-A’s achievements (see

). 2

After the student arrest, we edited footage from
various angles and synchronized them. As of May 30,
it has 3,852 views.
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https://www.youtube.com/@MAChronicle/videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USpGkBorLyk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOQNgQXV0Is
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/javF1bXe-Tc
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/javF1bXe-Tc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=javF1bXe-Tc
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Breaking News: M-A Student Pinned Down by Police Officers, Community

Breaking News: Police Update After Friday Incident gonfused and Angry
ee more...

This is an update from Atherton Police Commander Dan Larsen on the police
incident described in this article. https://www.machronicle.com/breaking-news-
See more...

Breaking News: Student Pinned Down by Police Officers, C...
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Our first two Nextdoor posts to spread
NEXTDUUR our breaking news to the community

immediately sparked conversation and
debate in our community in the comments.



https://nextdoor.com/profile/016dPL925FhPSjKJw/
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We made a weekly playlist to Windy summer Sunshine is out Grind season
accompany students during finals,
prom week, and AP study season.

Unlike other publications, through
Spotify, we are able to connect with
our community through a different
media, extending our reach further
with music.
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Drizzle of rain AP studying Prom week



https://open.spotify.com/user/majourn?si=795181688f174409

