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11:59 pm
from spanish to economics, seniors share experiences 
and opinions associated with their academic classes

captivating classes
Considering A vast science department and kind english teachers, seniors share their favorite academic class 

english

Math

History

Language

other
science

learning at your own pace
“What do you think the most effective way of learning is?”

30 Student Life Academics 31

comfort classrooms
the reasons for why Certain teachers hold a special place in students heart are shared by seniors

“I love many of my classes. I 
loved my ceramics class with 
Mr. S. I made so many friends 
from that class because of the 
open and non judgemental 
environment. There is no shaming for “bad” 
work. Everyone is treated with respect and 
it feels like more of a workshop than a class. 
The collaborative effort to make a positive 
class 100% pays off. I also love my chemistry 
class. It mostly has to do with my teacher, Ms. 
Serigano. She wants all of her students to do 
well in life and is extremely supportive. She 
recognizes that what she may excel in is not 
easy for others. She will explain something 
over and over in different ways until she 
reaches a method that works instead of just 
giving up on the student.”

                     || KATRINA IMMERMAN, 12
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“Ms. Vlahakis’ class.
 She is one of the kindest, 
understanding, and 
most funny teachers a 
student could have. I 
enjoy going to her room when I don’t 
have class to just talk and joke around 
with her. Everyone should want to be in 
Ms. V’s class.”

                    || Fiona catsoris, 12

“Ms. Vlahakis because 
not only does she have a 
great teaching style, but 
she has quick 
conversations about our 
lives and lightens the stress in class.”

                  || Ethan Bassis, 12
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Mr. Mr. 
matrosmatros

“Ms. Dillion’s AP Calculus 
AB class. I have her second 
period of the day and she 
is that burst of energy that 
wakes me up and gets me 
going for the rest of the day. Ms. Dillion 
is also super patient and explains 
everything really well.”

                    || Lauren Scisci, 12

“Dillon because she’s 
always so fun to be around 
and when she gets serious 
into our work, we get 
serious.”
        || gabriella Azab, 12

“Mr. Matros runs a great 
class because he combines
learning with fun. He creates
entertaining projects and
lessons that are still effective 
at teaching curriculum. He listens to his 
students and also creates due dates with 
them if it’s a busy week.”

                    || Ethan Buscaglia, 12

“Mr. Matros’ classroom has
always been a safe space
for students to come and 
see a friendly face. Especially
for students in the Ward
Melville Players, Mr. Matros is a person 
who we can go to if we ever need help 
or advice.”

                          || Lily Jackett, 12

verbal instruction in class 28.3%

other 8.6%

teaching yourself the material 6.5%

group work in class 10.9%

one on one with a teacher or tutor 19.6 %

Project/game related learning 26.1%

“I learn best when teachers 
give verbal instructions in class. 
This way I know the material 
and am able to apply it in class 
in worksheets or when I’m at 
home doing homework.”
                       || Annie Calise, 12

“I feel the most effective 
learning is engaging and fun, 
because not only will I enjoy 
learning, but my mind will retain 
the information better.”
          || Laura Jane Moody, 12

“You are able to learn it, ask 
questions, do it by yourself, and 
will always have someone there 
helping just you.”
                 || Benjamin Sano, 12

“Group work is effective way 
because you can learn with 
other people and assist 
each other.”
                   || Emma Fleming, 12

“Self-studying might not be 
the easiest way to learn, but it 
is the most effective since you 
remember and understand it 
much better when you figure it 
out for yourself.”
                 || Serene Stoller, 12

“Everyone learns differently so 
there is no singular answer for 
this because the effectiveness 
of the method depends on the 
student and the teacher.”
                || Kate petterson, 12
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and effectively. Also the challenge of crafting a well written, well 
researched essay is part of the appeal.”
                                                                                || Shavana Shavaiz, 12

“There are many reasons why someone might love to 
write an essay about history, but for me, it’s because 
writing an essay about history can be intellectually 
stimulating, as it requires research, analysis, critical 
thinking, and the ability to convey complex ideas clearly

“I decided that I prefer taking tests in English the best 
because it has always been my best class. Other classes I 
have to study a lot for the tests but in English there is not 
much studying required.”
			         || Braeden Slutsky, 12
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With many different classes and assignments, seniors share 
which subject they prefer to take tests and write essays for

due at

What subject would you 
rather write an essay for?

What subject would you 
rather take a test for?
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“I enjoy coding different things and creating algorithms 
to everyday problems. I love how Computer Science 
can spread into different areas of interest, and love 
how rewarding it is to complete a code without bugs.”
	                                       || Jocelyn Harper, 12

Math

“I’ve always been good at English, and I enjoy working 
through grammar rules and literature. I love literature; 
reading and exploring new worlds through books is so 
much fun.”
	                                      || Daphne Churgel, 12

English

“I have always loved French. I think it’s mostly because 
I’ve always had a strong bond with my teachers and it 
is an easier class for me.”
	                                    || Drew Baranowski, 12

Language
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