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went on tour as “Daisy Jones And The Six,’’ I would absolutely buy tickets. My favorite on the 
album is probably “Look At Us Now (Honeycomb)” or “The River”. It’s so impressive how similar 

the lyrics are to the ones Taylor Jenkins Reid wrote herself for the novel. The 
overall execution was amazing.

The first three episodes were released on Amazon Prime on March 3. 
I’m really glad it was released like this because despite how much I like binge 
watching shows, I was able to watch a couple episodes, process what I just 
watched, and then have the next couple episodes at the end of that week. 
The weekly release also made the finale episode so much better. One thing 
I did notice is that they made Daisy a lot less crazy. While reading the book 
I was expecting her to be this crazy girl with a lot of attitude and severely 
addicted to drugs, but at some parts she was actually kind of respectful and 
sweet in the show.

We didn’t get that side of her until the very end. Also Eddie, was a lot 
more annoying in the show than I remember him being in the book. He has no 
right to be complaining that he doesn’t do more in the band as a background 
guitarist. He is in the biggest band in the world and is still acting like a baby 
when he doesn’t get what he wants. I will say Billy was a little harsh about a 
few things but Eddie was just so needy. I understand his reaction somewhat 
when Billy takes Eddie’s only time to shine and uses it for himself but overall 
he was overreacting about pretty much everything. The ending was exactly 
how I remember it, yet I was just as surprised watching it as I was reading it 
for the first time. If you are looking for a show to watch that isn’t super cliché 
and corny like most shows on Netflix right now, I definitely recommend this 

show. If you’re worried about reading the book first, honestly, don’t. The book was amazing but 
the show is just incredible. Watch it now. If you want more after watching the show then read the 
book but everyone needs to experience the feeling you get while watching this show. 

comforting and familiar writing style makes it easy to imagine her as a very friendly and down 
to earth person.

There is some controversy surrounding this album, but if there wasn’t, it wouldn’t be Lana 
del Rey. She’s always enjoyed stirring the political pot and I love 
it so much. There is some contradiction specifically surrounding 
the interludes, the “Judah Smith Interlude” in particular. Judah 
Smith is a pastor who has been known to possess homophobic 
and anti-abortion views in the past. One of his preaching sermons 
are featured in Lana’s album as a five minute interlude, and a 
lot of fans are speculating about her intentions with including 
the sermon in her album. Some fans argue that the interlude in-
cludes Lana laughing in the background, making the inclusion of 
the sermon ironic. Some fans, however, aren’t so sure this is true 
since Lana has always been known to make some politically ques-
tionable creative decisions in her songs and music videos. Other 
fans simply argue that the interlude is just a campy artistic choice 
that really has no deep or political meaning. No matter what Lana 
meant by the two religious interludes, I love listening to both of 
them so I don’t really care.

Every song on this album can be put into two categories. Ei-
ther it’s a song about healing and growing as a person, or it’s a 
song involving things that I can’t talk about in the school paper. 
Or it’s about both at the same time. As much as I love the old 
Lana, I love watching her change as a person and as an artist and 

become happier with herself and her music. Overall, I of course loved every single song on this 
album and I can’t wait to hear what Lana gives us next.

As the gun goes off, the race for sopho-
more Morgan Vitou starts, her feet hit 
the ground of the track, her compet-

itors racing beside her. Except she doesn’t 
see the track in front of her, the person run-
ning beside her, or her teammates cheering 
her on.

But her blindness has not kept Vitou 
away from running. 

“I love the feeling. I love the race feel-
ing and the adrenaline rush. I love it so much 
and it’s something I can do. I still have to run 
with someone but track is something that I 
actually feel like I can do,” Vitou said.

After seventh grade, Vitou said she be-
gan to overthink everything and get in her 
own head about joining a 
track team in her condition. 
But she quickly steered 
back in the right direction 
and re-focused on the real 
reason she wanted to run 
track.

Vitou was born with a 
retinoblastoma, which is 
a type of eye cancer. At a 
young age, she was able to 
adapt from the effects of 
her cancer.

“I was born with a con-
dition [that] my parents 
didn’t know about until I 
was 7 months, so by the 
time they noticed, they had to get the prop-
er diagnosis. Over the next 5 or so years, my 
vision would go in and out, then by 5 and a 
half, I lost it completely,” Vitou said.

“I adapted so quickly that it was normal 
for me. So there wasn’t anything physical 
that I couldn’t really do would still do monkey 
bars and all that. For me I’d say it’s more like 
the social aspect that was different.”

Facing these challenges had a very big 
impact on Vitou as a person. She was able to 
learn how to emotionally and physically face 
challenges in her life in a positive way.

“[When I was young] some kids just 
wouldn’t really talk to me which has definite-
ly impacted me now, but I just kind of con-

vinced myself that I didn’t really care. There 
are times where it still gets to me, because I 
still wish I could have that normal high school 
experience. I still wish I could go to prom and 
do all that. But I just don’t really care about it 
anymore,” Vitou said. 

Track has been a way for Vitou to inspire 
others and show that despite not being able 
to see, she can still chase her dreams. Track 
head coach Kevin Shiver had the opportuni-
ty to work with Vitou, and even learn a few 
things from her. 

“I don’t work with her a lot… but I’ve seen 
a lot of growth just from outside looking in. 
[I’ve heard] great things about her and she’s 
always got a great attitude,” Shiver said. 

Vitou has made an impact on the team 
by showing her perseverance towards her 
goals and how she strives to improve every-
day.

“It’s inspiring for our athletes to see 
somebody overcoming a disability such as 
hers and I think our athletes kind of see the 
effort she’s putting towards each day of prac-

tice,” Shiver said. 
Vitou showed her ded-

ication by showing up to 
daily track practices and 
Wednesday meets. Accom-
plishments like this does 
not only affect Vitou, but 
also others close to her.

“I’ve been doing this a 
long time and the first time 
I saw her run, I got a little 
emotional. As a coach, cer-
tain moments stand out in 
your mind throughout the 
years and this will be one 
that will stick with me for a 
long time,” Shiver said.

Throughout her track journey, Vitou has 
gotten the team experience while running 
track. Her teammates and coaches are sup-
portive throughout the whole process. 

“There are certain things that are a 
struggle with a program our size. We have 
over 175 athletes on the track at one time 
sometimes, so it’s very important that she 
stays safe,” Shiver said. 

“Her teammates have stepped up to 
help her out. Each practice a different athlete 
kind of steps up and helps her out through 
the workout process.” 

Another person that has gotten to sup-
port Vitou through her track journey is coach 
Arriyanna Whitaker. Whitaker is primarily a 

junior varsity sprinting coach, which is the 
event that Vitou runs, which allowed the two 
of them to build a bond. 

“It feels really good and I’m happy to be 
able to work with her and just see her push 
herself into something that’s a lot different 
because you have kids here who aren’t lim-
ited by any physical things and they’re just 
not willing to go outside of their comfort zone 
do things like track and she does anyway,” 
Whitaker said. 

Prior to starting track, Vitou was a stu-
dent in Whitaker’s class. Seeing Vitou on the 
track rather than in a classroom is a very dif-
ferent experience for Whitaker, who notices 
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just how far Vitou pushes herself.
“I love seeing her in that different setting 

than just being in a classroom and she’s a 
lot more vocal about her wants and needs. 
It’s brought her out of her shell a lot more 
and is a totally different light to see her as an 
athlete,” Whitaker said.

Shiver expresses how lucky they are to 
have Vitou and that she is a great aspect to 
the team.

“We’re happy to have Morgan and I think 
it’s an inspiring, and uplifting event not just 
for Wando track and field but Wando High 
School in general,” Shiver said.
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Sophomore Morgan Vitou races down the track with senior Nicholas Coakley as her guide. “The 
challenges I have overcome are learning to adapt to a situation that may not fit every view I have. 
I’ve always had pressure from other people to be better and be at the top of everything because if 
I’m not I’m seen as just incapable of doing so. I have learned that I have to not push myself in some 
situations, especially a physical sport.” photo // Ava Murphy 
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have to run with some-
one, but track is some-
thing that I actually feel 

like I can do.”

“

”
Morgan Vitou


