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Protect our access campuses

By Kelly Hueckman
hueckk24@uwosh

My first day of college, I was
convinced I had shown up on the
wrong day.

The parking lot was mostly
empty, only a few other students
were in sight and all of the promo-
tional flyers were dated from the
previous year.

Campus was quiet, and that’s
how it was every day after at the
UW Oshkosh-Fox Cities branch
campus.

Granted, this was just after the
pandemic lockdown, and many
classes were strictly online, but
even years later, a ghost school is
the reality for many of the Univer-
sities of Wisconsin access cam-
puses.

Just 549 students are enrolled at
the Fox Cities access campus this
fall, down from 1,291 students
in 2018. Even more startling?
UWO’s Fond du Lac campus
hosts just 238 students, down from
499 in the same five-year period.

Such low enrollment numbers
forced UW-Platteville at Richland
campus to stop offering classes.

Following the cut, University
System President Jay Rothman re-
quested financial assessment of all
access branches in April leaving
students, staff and faculty won-
dering if their campus is next on
the chopping block. This is espe-
cially precedent as the University
System faces a $33 million deficit
after the 2023 fiscal year.

If they’re struggling so much,
why shouldn’t the UW schools
cut these campuses? Why spend
the money we don’t have to keep
them open?

The reality is that access cam-
puses are a saving grace for non
traditional students.

Cutting these programs would
be detrimental to people who
don’t have the privilege of attend-
ing a four-year university. Access
campuses allow a wider array of

students to get the education they
deserve and for many, they are the
best available option.

Financial accessibility

Lower costs are one of the big-
gest reasons incoming students
opt to enroll in an access campus,
which offer tuition rates as much
as $3,000 lower than their parent
four-year institutions.

UWO’s Fox Cities and Fond
du Lac campuses currently offer
in-state tuition of just $5,509 for
Fond du Lac and $5,318 for Fox
Cities per year, and students can
choose to live at home, off campus
or on campus.

Meanwhile, UWO’s main cam-
pus typically charges $8,258, and
lowerclassmen are required to rent
an on-campus dorm and purchase
a meal plan.

Accounting for these fees, the
annual cost rises to nearly $16,000
per year, an unattainable goal for
many students.

Access campuses’ lower costs
also equal lower risks for students
who aren’t quite sure college is for
them.

These campuses allow students
to get their feet wet in the higher
academic world without having
to pack up and move away from
home, just to find out they wast-
ed tens of thousands of dollars
on something they didn’t want to
pursue.

Taking away access campuses
means taking away access to high-
er education for many lower-in-
come students. For an institution
created to teach, this would be in-
excusable and contradict the fun-
damentals of a liberal education.

Closer to home

Although it was found that 40%
of Americans who began college
in 2021 moved away from home
to do so according to Hireahelp-
er.com, this is not an option for
many other students.

Of course, living at home cuts
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the cost of pricey meal plans and
room and board. However, work
and/or familial obligations can
also influence a student’s decision
to enroll in an access campus as
opposed to a four-year university.

Nationally recognized col-
lege admissions counselor Sara
Harberson noted that students
can and should even go as far as
putting these responsibilities as
extracurricular achievements on
college applications.

She said she’s worked with
students tasked with taking
care of children of their own or
younger siblings, helping with
family-owned businesses and
driving elderly family members
to doctors appointments.

“Watching over  siblings,
checking in on grandparents and
helping out the family business
are just a few things that happen
in a day that mean more than a
good grade, a big leadership title

or even a gold medal,” she wrote
in a blog post.

These responsibilities are a
major part of many students’
lives, and just because the se-
mester begins doesn’t mean they
g0 away.

Non traditional and returning
students

The college experience is dif-
ferent for everyone, especially
non-traditional students.

Non traditional students can be
older than typical college-aged
students, have children, be mar-
ried, commute to school or have
previous college experience.

Because these students gener-
ally have to balance work, life
and school, it’s recommend-
ed that they opt for affordable
schools with flexible schedules;
UW’s branch campuses accom-
plish this better than other four-
year institutions.

While access campuses lack
a welcoming environment that
main campuses may have, they
make up for it by prioritizing low
costs and accommodating class-
es, many of which are available
online.

At the Fox Cities campus, it’s
rare to find students mingling.
Students were there with a com-
mitment to their education with-
out goals of building a social life
here; they already had one out-
side of school.

However, Fox Cities, along
with other access campuses, un-
derstand the needs of non tradi-
tional students and cater to them.

Branch campuses give non tra-
ditional students an opportunity
to learn when a four-year univer-
sity might not be attainable, and
the Universities of Wisconsin
should not take this opportunity
away.

It’s that time of year: the semiannual crawl

Friendly refreshers for Pub Crawl veterans and tips for newbies

By Aubrie Selsmeyer
selsmeyeau72@uwosh.edu

UWO students — drum roll
please — it is that time of year:
the semiannual Pub Crawl. The
weekend when college students
drink from sunrise to sundown as
soon as that final class gets out
on Friday (with the extra ambi-
tious drinkers starting on Friday
morning).

It is undeniably the weekend
when our college town lives up
to its infamous name, Sloshkosh.

Shower beers become the tem-
porary cure for hangovers, be-
cause if you sleep you’ll miss it.

It is almost impossible to pre-
vent underage students from
partaking in this event, there-
fore I will do my best to lay out
the ground rules and helpful
tips so that everyone can enjoy
this weekend and minimize the

amount of trouble they get into.

First and foremost, fines are
not a scare tactic and they will be
given out without remorse. Po-
lice officers are there to keep the
public safe; don’t mess with fire
if you don’t want to get burned.
Stay on the lawn. You will be
subject to punishment if your
feet hit public property with an
alcoholic beverage in hand.

Equally important to watching
where you parade yourself with
an alcoholic beverage is know-
ing your own limits. Do not at-
tempt to outdrink your friends,
knowing full well that you can’t.
What fun is Pub Crawl going to
be if it’s lights out by noon? Pace
yourself. You have the entire
weekend to drink yourself silly —
don’t overdo it immediately.

I think it’s important to add
that you shouldn’t be pressured
into drinking this weekend ei-

ther. Remind yourself how good
it feels to wake up without the
sudden urge to throw up and a
throbbing headache. Save your-
self the cost of liquor and time
spent scraping mud buildup off
your shoes.

For those still worried about
fines (which you should be) let’s
go over the potential money you
could be out if you’re not smart
about things. The first offense
of underage drinking is $263.50
according to the Oshkosh Po-
lice Department (OPD). Getting
caught with a fake ID is a hefty
fine of $515.50. For those think-
ing they can pull off an ID from
Missouri that’s peeling at the
edges — don’t.

While you are partaking in
activities this weekend, be re-
spectful to the people and prop-
erty around you. It’s all fun and
games until someone’s proper-

ty is tampered with and/or de-
stroyed by reckless, drunk col-
lege kids. Please try not to get
caught on a ring doorbell doing
something you’ll regret in the
morning.

Let’s not make the community
hate us this early in the year.

Ladies in particular, watch
your drinks and surround your-
self with people you trust. The
National Sexual Violence Re-
source Center (NSVRC) reports
that 75% of rapes occurred to in-
toxicated victims.

TIPS research also reports that
“20-25% of women will experi-
ence sexual assault while in col-
lege, and at least 50% of sexual
assaults involve excessive drink-
ing.”

Be safe, be smart and look
out for one another, even if you
don’t know each other. If you see
someone in need of help, step in

and take initiative. You will feel
better knowing you took preven-
tative action rather than wonder-
ing if something bad happened.

So brace yourself for a long
weekend, UWO students. Fresh-
men, don’t push your limits.
Seniors, live up your final fall
crawl. Everyone in between, be
smart.

Finally, if all else fails, an
anonymous Pub Crawl veter-
an tells students that sometimes
a foot race is the only shot you
have at escaping an underage.

“If you see everyone start run-
ning in one direction, start run-
ning that way,” he said. “Don’t
ask questions; just go.”

Stock yourself up with beer
and Liquid I.V. Oh, and don’t
forget to eat! Never underesti-
mate a PB&J at 2 in the morning.

Good luck on the three-day
marathon that awaits you.



