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ON A CAMPUS WHERE 75% OF VICTIMS DON'T DISCLOSE THEIR ASSAULT, UTD IS IMPLEMENTING
SOLUTIONS, SPREADING AWARENESS OF RESOURCES FOR

SEXUAL ASSAULT
STORY BY: CINDY FOLEFACK | MERCURY STAFF
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A

recent UT System-wide report on campus sexual assault prevention procedures found
a low disclosure rate among victims at UTD and a lack of knowledge among students
of the reporting process and resources available.
Since the release of the report, Cultivating Learning and Safe Environments, in March 2017
university officials rolled out a series of programs aimed at improving student perceptions of the
school's approach to sexual assault prevention. These include booklets detailing victim rights
and resources, on-campus rape kits, updates to key websites and workshops to raise student
awareness.
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Lt. Ken Mackenzie said the police department is working to clear up misconceptions
of the reporting process that can keep victims
from disclosing. According to CLASE, 8 percent of victims at UTD disclosed to law enforcement, compared to the National Criminal Justice Reference Service’s report of 11.5
percent of college-age victims nationwide.
Seventy-five percent of victims at UTD did
not disclose to anyone. In response, UTD PD
is making sure that victims know their rights
and the resources available to them by providing a booklet containing various resources, including the Title IX office and Turning Point
Rape Crisis Center in Dallas.
“A lot of people don’t want to report (an assault) because they’re afraid that their parents
will find out about it,” Mackenzie said. “That’s
not the case, we protect the person’s identity
and will sometimes give them a pseudonym.”

Thirteen percent of students at UTD who
took part in CLASE reported being sexually
assaulted, in comparison to the 20 percent of
college students nationwide, according to the
Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network.
The Student Counseling Center is trying to increase disclosure rates and student
knowledge of the reporting process. This will
be done by providing Sexual Assault Nurse
Examiners to perform rape kit exams as part
of the Student Health Center's services. The
Counseling Center is working in conjunction
with the Student Health Center, as well as
Turning Point to provide the service, which
could be available as early as next semester.
Clinical psychologist at the Counseling Center Mallaree Blake said having nurses on campus can reduce victim trauma, which in turn
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Molecule makes monumental impact
Prof developed particle to prevent tumors from further damaging healthy cells

Donated sculpture
finds home at UTD
“Big Bend” located outside of School of Management
SARAH CHAN
Mercury Staff
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A student working in Jung-Mo Anh's lab helps with the ongoing research of a molecule that could help breast cancer patients. Anh has worked on developing this treatment with his team for the past five years.
NOUMIKA BALAJI
Mercury Staff

A UTD professor and his team have
developed a molecule that could benefit
breast cancer patients who don’t respond
to current treatments anymore.
Jung-Mo Ahn, an associate professor of
chemistry and biochemistry, and his team
of researchers developed ERX-11, a molecule that works differently from molecules
in other current breast cancer treatments.
Their work was published on Aug. 8 in
the online journal eLife.
Ahn said the current breast cancer

therapies work for a while, but in time,
tumor cells develop immunity against
these methods.
“When people are undergoing treatment, their bodies produce lesser estrogen
than what they used to,” Ahn said. “Since
estrogen is less, the tumor cells harvest as
much as possible from them and mutate
more number of proteins.”
Breast cancer cells contain proteins
called estrogen receptors. These receptors bind to the hormone estrogen and
help tumor cells spread through the body.
Current treatments involve one of two approaches – limiting estrogen production

in the body or blocking estrogen molecules from binding to their receptors. The
molecule ERX-11 prevents the proteins
activated by the tumor cells from mutating neighboring proteins.
Ahn and his team started working
on this idea around five years ago. They
have been developing small molecules
targeting protein-protein interactions
from the start.
“Because protein-protein interactions
deal with enormous surface areas, small
molecules cannot compete with them,” he
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The newest addition to UTD’s outdoor
sculpture collection, a large metal sculpture, was placed outside JSOM after an
anonymous donation.
On Nov. 4, a new piece of art was
added to UTD’s growing collection.
This piece was particularly interesting
because it is one of the few monumental
sculptures on UTD, said Rick Brettell,
distinguished chair of art and aesthetic
studies. Named the “Big Bend,” the abstract sculpture has a long history of different owners.
“It’s the most important work of monumental sculpture that we’ve ever received
as a university,” Brettell said. “It was very
generous of the donor — it was an unsolicited gift.”
John Murdock, the late curator of the
Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, originally
commissioned the “Big Bend” in 1976
for an exhibition. Its artist, Mac Whitney, was one of the forerunners of abstract
sculptors in Texas. He was commissioned
$2,000 to create this sculpture, which is
made entirely of hot-rolled steel.
It was initially placed on display outside
the museum in the exhibition of abstract
sculpture. The Murchison family, who are
art collectors, then purchased the “Big
Bend” in the same year. They displayed it
on their lawn outside their home, where
it remained until the property was sold
upon the death of Mrs. Murchison.
The Kirk Hopper Fine Art gallery in
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A crew from the Kirk Hopper Fine Art gallery in Dallas in stalled an anonymously
donated art piece on Nov. 4.

Dallas kept the “Big Bend” until the
piece was anonymously donated to UTD
this year. It is now located behind the
School of Management. However, because of the sculpture’s location, it will
be difficult for students to view it completely, Brettell said.
“I think that the placement of it is unfortunate, and that’s its too far back, that
one can’t go around it,” Brettell said. “(It’s)
not placed so that (there is) full aesthetic
impact, which is an important piece to be
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felt. But it’s also really near the
trees, and the trees do this unfortunate thing called grow. They’re
going to grow all into the sculpture
all within two years.”
Linda Anderson, a Ph.D. student in art, art history and archeology, was one of the few people who
witnessed the setup of “Big Bend”
outside JSOM. Because Anderson
was one of the only people there
that day when the sculpture was
being placed on its stand, she decided to film the whole process.
“I really enjoyed it,” she said. “It
was really fun, and I sort of outlined the steps when you’re going
to install a work of art, that you
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can assist the Counseling Center in
getting victims take back control
after being assaulted.
“The most important thing for
us is to get the power back into the
victim’s hands,” Blake said. “We
make sure that students know their
options and that we believe them,
that it’s not their fault.”
Victims can also contact the
Title IX office to go over their legal options after being assaulted.
According to the CLASE report,
48 percent of non-victims and 45
percent of victims don’t know or
aren’t sure of where to get help after
being assaulted. In response, the office updated its website to provide
more information on filing a report
and what to expect afterward.
“It’s really important to me to be
as transparent and approachable as
possible, because I see where other
schools have gotten things wrong,
and if I were a student that saw
and read those things, I would be
hesitant to come forward,” Blake
said. “I try to make sure everybody
knows how we do things here —
we center on trying to make the
victim know that they’re in control
of their options and that we take
these things very seriously.”
The Student Wellness Center
also launched One Love — workshops focusing on dating violence
awareness — as a direct result of
CLASE report findings, SWC Director Kacey Sebeniecher said. According to the report, 27 percent

have to watch out for — lamp
posts, buildings, trees. You got to
have a guide wire, somebody with
a guide wire, so that when the
wind picks up then, even though it
weighs four tons, it’s going to fly.”
The piece had previously been
kept disassembled in storage, with
one part weighing four tons and the
other weighing seven tons. No one
knew how the piece had originally
fit together, and thus had to base
the reconstruction of the sculpture
on a photograph, Anderson said.
Eventually, the construction crew
from the Kirk Hopper gallery managed to fit the pieces together.
“It was like a jigsaw puzzle, basically,” Anderson said. “They used
these big, huge bolts. I was really
amazed because they had a wrench

to turn the bolts, but because you
want to really get them in there
tight, they put in an extension and
so, I learned something out of it —
that’s a lot of weight to make stand
really still.”
However, even after they managed to figure out the placement of
the two parts and had positioned it
on its slab, they realized that they
had placed it off-center, and the
construction crew had to replace
the sculpture again.
Brettell said he hopes the sculpture encourages students to consider the art.
“(It) will play a role in the consciousness of UTD, which will, for
some people, be a positive role, and
for some people, will be a perplexing one. And that’s great,” he said.

of UTD respondents experienced
some form of dating violence or
domestic abuse since their enrollment.
“The highest-occurring form
of sexual misconduct among our
student population in the CLASE
report was domestic violence, so
(One Love) is where we’re focusing
our efforts right now,” Sebeniecher
said. “We plan to expand our programming and make that piece of
what we do even more substantial.”
Despite these moves to improve
sexual assault prevention, one in
four new students received a hold
on their grades this fall for failing to complete Haven, an online
sexual assault education service,
according to EverFi, the company
that owns Haven. Blake said while
a majority of these students eventually completed the modules, a
lack of student education on sexual
misconduct has made creating a
dialogue difficult.
“This is part of the problem,
students don’t really pay attention
to the online modules, and a lot
of the students that come (to the
Counseling Center) actually don’t
know that they’ve been sexually assaulted,” Blake said. “They struggle
to define it, we lack the language
and awareness around it.”
The report also states that males
represent 54 percent of the student
body, but only 44 percent of total
victims. This reflects the national
statistics from the American Association of University Women,
showing that men are less likely
than women to report sexual harassment or assault. UTD offers
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free Rape Aggression Defense training for women once a month, but
the men’s classes have been placed
on hold as UTD Police search for
a new instructor. Mackenzie said
even with the programs offered,
there’s a discrepancy between male
and female tendencies to sign up
for the classes.
“The whole time that we had
a trained instructor for the men’s
classes, we didn’t have interest,” he
said. “We didn’t have enough (students) for a class, we have to have at
least five or six.”
Molecular biology sophomore
Mason Galliver was interested
in taking the self-defense classes
for men last year, but received an
email from UTD PD saying that
no classes were scheduled. Galliver said he was frustrated when
the same thing happened this year,
and would like to see UTD reach
out to the male population by putting self-defense tips on UTD PD’s
website instead of RAD for men.
UTD PD currently offers crime
awareness programs and crime
prevention brochures to students
upon request.
“I know that I’ll be fine without
the class, I’m not interested because
I feel like I need it,” Galliver said.
“But I know that there are people
out there that really want to take the
class, and I feel like it’s a letdown on
the school’s part because the class
isn’t available to those people.”
The lack of a male presence in the
self-defense classes is also reflected
in the Counseling Center, as well as
the Title IX office, where female victims outnumber males. Addition-

ally, the report doesn’t mention the
low disclosure rate among the male
demographic in its key findings.
“I think that there’s a degree of
stigma for male victims to come
forward and report, which is something that we try to address,” Davis
said, “The (complaints) that we
deal with, they can absolutely happen to anyone.”
The SWC is currently trying to
improve its strategies toward sexual
assault prevention. The organization
launched a series of programs focused
around student action, including It’s
On Us and Take Back the Night for
nationwide sexual assault prevention,
as well as Comet Voice, a bystander
intervention program.
“Our aim is to offer programs
that address every possible type of
sexual misconduct that occurs,”
Sebeniecher said. “We know that
there are male and female aggressors
on this campus, so our programs are
very inclusive and have a neutral approach in terms of gender.”
Sebeniecher said it will be interesting to see if the implementation
of new programs in response to the
report, alongside pre-existing prevention programs such as Haven,
will have any effect on students.
“We’re taking what we already do
and adding the information from
the report to expand our reach,” Sebeniecher said. “The CLASE study
isn’t over, it might not be a huge
statistical survey again, but for now
we have our data and know where
we need to improve.”
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said. “Tumor cells target the inside
of cells which are protected by membranes. We have been working on
creating small molecules that can cross
the membrane and stop the tumor
cells from doing further damage.”
Ahn’s research team, composed
of research scientist Tae-Kyung Lee
and chemistry graduate student
Bikash Manandhar, helped with
the molecule design and synthesis.
They conducted the next phases of
testing by collaborating with Ganesh Raj, a professor of urology
and pharmacology at the Harold
C. Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center at UT Southwestern
Medical Center, and Ratna Vadlamudi, a professor of obstetrics and
gynecology at UT Health Science
Center at San Antonio.
Ahn and his team initially researched prostate cancer, and
around five years ago, started
working on breast cancer.
“When we moved to researching breast cancer, initially the compounds, which worked in the case
of prostate cancer, were not so effective,” Lee said. “So, we designed
a new one. ERX-11 is based on the
structure of the molecule we developed for prostate cancer.”
Undergraduate and graduate
students helped Ahn and his team
by testing the molecule’s design at
the cellular and animal level. Ahn
said it is important to have students
on the team because they bring a
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Associate Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry, Jung-Mo Anh
speaks about ERX-11, a molecule his team developed over the past
five years to improve breast cancer treatments.

fresh perspective to the table.
“Currently, I have 40 undergraduate students working in my lab,
and about seven graduate students,”
Ahn said. “But this is not enough.
Sometimes if you see things all the
time, you may miss something.
We need a fresh pair of eyes. Even
though they are not direct contributors to the paper, their work has
been helpful for us to get here.”
Ahn’s team of researchers and
collaborators showed in their
recently published paper that
ERX-11 is much more effective
in mitigating the growth of tumor cells. Lee said that despite
the effectiveness, the molecule
still needs to be refined.
“It’s not easy,” Lee said. “Sev-

eral problems are yet to be solved.
The first one is potency. The second is solubility. Practically, our
molecule is not soluble in water.
My ongoing effort is to improve
the solubility of our compound.”
Ahn and his team are looking
at a five to 10 years timeline to
advance to further trials.
“We are in the discovery
stage,” Ahn said. “We are sort
of closing the pre-clinical trial at
this moment. We are testing and
trying to prove that our molecule works on cells, on animals
and maybe in the human tissue.
If we keep going further, it could
be a clinical trial someday. That’s
what we are actually pushing for
right now.”

