
Growing up, Sydney Bowles never 
thought she would go to school in the 
South. Despite witnessing coach Joni 
Taylor’s success at Georgia firsthand, 
Bowles wanted to head west. 

“I don’t know where it came from,” 
Bowles said. “I think it was just that 
I had always lived there and wanted 
to get away.” 

As a four-star recruit out of Geor-
gia, Bowles certainly had the chance 
to realize her manifest destiny. Her 
senior year she averaged 21.0 points, 
7.0 rebounds, 4.6 assists and 3.0 steals 
while also leading her team to a 29-3 
record and its second-consecutive 
Class AAAAA State Championship. 

Despite her lack of interest in the 
Georgia Bulldogs program growing 
up, the connection between Bowles 
and Taylor’s staff stood out.

“They have always been around 
and coach Taylor’s staff is a real fam-
ily environment. And my relation-
ship with them is amazing,” Bowles 
said.

Specifically, when asked about 
what makes her connection to coach 
Taylor so strong.

”The reason she’s such a great 
coach starts with who she is as a hu-
man being. In everything she does, 
she is an excellent role model for ev-
eryone to see,” Bowles said.

“On the court, I love the way she 
coaches, obviously that’s super im-
portant. We are basketball players, 
but we are more than that,” Bowles 
said. “Everyone knows basketball is a 
business but it was just really import-
ant for me to have a coaching staff 
and a head coach where the players 
are a family.”

When Joni Taylor left the Univer-
sity of Georgia to be the next head 
coach of Texas A&M women’s bas-
ketball, Bowles’ decision to don the 
maroon and white became obvious. 
The connection she had built with 
coach Taylor over the years meant 
so much to her.

“Of course, Joni coming here 
played a factor. Going 12 hours from 
home is definitely something. When 
I came here though, it was pretty 
much a no-brainer, I felt the love 
when I got here,” Bowles said.

Bowles has enjoyed her short time 
here in Aggieland so far, making 
College Station a second home for 
the Georgia native. She has made so 
many memories through just one 
year at A&M. 

It’s a spirit that can ne’er be told 
that Bowles loves so much about 
A&M. Growing up she had such a 
strong system around her, she cred-
its her mother, father and brother 
for the great levels of success she has 
had. 

Bowles appreciates the hardwork-
ing mentality installed in her by her 
father from a very young age.

“My dad and I clashed the most 
when it came to basketball. He 
pushed me hard, and made me take 
accountability for workouts,” Bowles 
said.

She also spoke about having a car-
ing and loving relationship with her 
mom that helped keep her sane off 
the court.

“My mom is the nurturer, always 
trying to keep my head on right and 
stay positive,” Bowles said.

The final person whose impact she 
recognized is her brother. Her broth-
er can offer a nurturing and caring 
side like her mother but also push her 
and get her best effort like her father. 

“My brother is my biggest fan and 
we talk as much as we can,” Bowles 
said. “I wish everyone could have 
that sibling bond that we have.”

It was not just the spirit of Ag-
gieland that caught Bowles’ atten-
tion. She boasted a 4.23 weighted 
GPA at Woodward Academy High 
School in College Park, Georgia. 
With a clear passion for academics, 

Bowles planned on majoring in en-
gineering wherever she would spend 
the next four years of her athletic and 
academic career.

“Once I saw Zachry and all the 
engineering buildings, that was 
it. Before that I didn’t even know 
A&M was such a highly respected or 
ranked engineering program, from 
there I was set,” Bowles said.

Being a student-athlete is one 
thing, but being an engineering 
major and a Division One basket-
ball player requires a special kind 
of mindset. Especially with Texas 
A&M’s rigorous first-year engineer-
ing program, which overburdens 
even the hardest-working students. 
And they don’t have to play SEC op-
ponents after they finish their engi-
neering homework.

“I beat those weed-out classes 
freshman year so I should be fine, it’s 
still challenging for sure but I still feel 
so much calmer,” Bowles said.

Bowles understands the challenge 
of having such a difficult major while 
also pushing herself to be the best 
basketball player possible. Last year 
as a freshman she managed to handle 
all of the challenges thrown at her by 
the professors and coach Taylor. 

She acknowledges how challeng-
ing it is though, as the rigorous 
schedule is not for everyone.

“Finding time for yourself on a 
busy day. Having class from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. then, just a short time before 
you have to practice, watch film or 
lift weights. So make time for your-
self,” Bowles said. “As a student-ath-
lete, you pour out so much of your-
self into your studies, the court and 
the gym. You have to find little ways 
to pour into yourself. That’s the most 
difficult and important thing.”

Now entering her sophomore 
campaign, Bowles knows she as an 
individual has lots of room for im-
provement, both as a student and an 
athlete.

“I just want to be more consis-
tent overall, like making shots, and 
having energy throughout the whole 
game,” Bowles said.” With my major, 
it is hard to do all of the school work 
and then bring it all on the court ev-

ery day. I might be tired from classes 
but I gotta change my attitude.”

Bowles feels at home here in Ag-
gieland and is so excited for what 
is to come in year two under coach 
Taylor. She averaged the most min-
utes on the team last year, proving to 
be an Ironman for the Aggies, start-
ing every single game. 

With coach Taylor bringing in 
four highly ranked transfer recruits 
this offseason though, Bowles’ play-
ing time, and starting position spe-
cifically could be in question. 

“That’s not my focus and I think 
this year we have a versatile team, I 
am looking forward to contributing 
wherever the minutes come,” Bowles 
said.

Whether she starts or not, Bowles 
knows this team is ready to bring it. 
She understands that A&M has a 
lot of really gifted players who can 
all rotate and get their fair share of 
buckets. 

“We have so many talented play-
ers, I feel like anyone could start or 
come off of the bench, and still give 
productive performances in the 
game,” Bowles said. “We wanna give 
as many different looks as possible, 
and get as many mismatches as we 
can.”

Bowles understands how talented 
this team is and wants the fans to get 
ready for the jump coach Taylor’s 
women can make this season.

“I think you’re gonna see jumps 
from everybody. We had a killer off-
season in regards to the new mindset 
and workout we did,” Bowles said. 
“Overall you’re gonna see a much 
more consistent and faster team, we 
can go hard for longer with a lot of 
depth. We as a group have made a 
jump, I think you’ll see a jump from 
the Texas A&M women’s basketball 
team as a whole.”

Sydney Bowles is so excited about 
what’s to come this season, and 
what’s the 12th man to get ready. She 
is so happy to be in such an amazing 
place like A&M and is thankful for 
the countless relationships she’s cre-
ated here. 

Koko
 Koko the Kid

The love of the game was instilled 
in last season’s leading player in bat-
ting average, triples, hits and stolen 
bases from her older sisters. From 
endless games of backyard baseball 
and broken windows to broken 
teeth, Koko Wooley has the respect 
of her siblings. 

Her tenacity and vibrancy soon 
proved that she was going to move 
on to do great things. When Koko 
struggled with a health condition 
that caused her to have seizures 
when she was a toddler, her family 
was concerned for her and her fu-
ture. But Koko was a courageous 
fighter, her sister Sisi Wooley said. 

Koko’s sisters, Sisi and Desiree 
Dawson, said they could tell the 

shortstop would make it to the col-
legiate level early on. With Koko’s 
college commitment happening 
her eighth-grade year, Sisi admit-
ted she thought her younger sister 
would make it at a high level during 
Koko’s seventh-grade year. Dawson 
— on the other hand — knew much 
earlier.

“I knew that Koko was going to be 
able to play at this level at like 7 years 
old,” Dawson said.

Impressing Dawson and Sisi was 
not as easy as some may perceive. 
Both of Koko’s older sisters were 
collegiate softball players. Dawson 
played first and third base at South-
ern University. Starting at Prairie 
View A&M as a freshman to ending 
at Eastern New Mexico as a graduate 
student, Sisi played for four differ-
ent programs as a shortstop.

Koko has started in 114 of the 
115 games A&M has played since 
her time began as an Aggie. She has 
racked up accolades such as a NFCA 
Division I National Freshman of the 
Year Award nominee and an SEC 
Co-Player of the Week on April 11, 
2023. Behind all of the honors, Koko 
was still an underclassman away 
from home. 

“My freshman year of just learn-

ing how to fail [was the hardest] be-
cause this is a game of failure,” Koko 
said. “It took me a minute to learn 
how to fail, so that was tough.”

However, there was a light at the 
end of the tunnel. Her teammates 
helped her through tough times, like 
senior infielder Rylen Wiggins, who 
took on the role of big sister to Koko 
upon the shortstop’s arrival. Koko 
soon learned what it entailed after 
getting settled in Aggieland.

“You learn that it’s really not for 
you,” Koko said. “It’s for what’s on 
the front of your jersey. You’re do-
ing it for your teammates, you’re do-
ing it for the program, you’re doing 
it to win.”

With the passion for the game 
and quality that she puts out, it is no 
shock that Koko has a strong work 
ethic. After playing a majority of the 
2023 season with a broken finger 
and still leading the team in many 
statistics, there is not a doubt that 
Koko will do anything for her team.

“She just takes everything to the 
chin, and she does what she has to 
do,” Sisi said.

Her seriousness on the diamond 
does not always translate to the 
bench. While she appeared earnest 
at bat and earned three home runs 

in her sophomore season, Koko lets 
loose when it’s not game time. Her 
pregame routine tends to consist 
of listening to SkeeYee and making 
TikToks with her teammates. From 
Mic’d Up videos to meet and greets 
with fans, Koko is unapologetically 
herself all the time.

“She was very active, very just all 
over the place,” Dawson said. “A lot 
of the silliness that you see in the 
dugout, that’s how she’s been since 
she was little.”

Dawson noted that Koko should 
never be taken as lackadaisical, 
rather stoic yet kind. Her dedication 
does not stop at softball but extends 
to people and the connections she 
has with them as well. 

“She always wants people to feel 
welcome,” Dawson said. “She al-
ways wants people to feel at home, 
so I think her greatest trait off the 
field is that she cares about peo-
ple. She’s very family oriented. She 
wants everyone to feel included, so I 
think that goes a long way with the 
relationships she has built all her life 
and even the ones that she has built 
at Texas A&M.”

Youngest of  three 
sisters, Wooley 
lives up to high 
family standards
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