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TCC’s former vice president 
for development plans to appeal 
her lawsuits against the college 
that led to the departure of former 
Chancellor Eugene Giovannini in 
2022. 

Kristin Bennett asked the 
court Oct. 16 to dismiss her Title 
VII retaliation claim, according 
to the case document. The court 
agreed Nov. 1.  

Nine other claims by Ben-
nett were previously dismissed by 
the court. Nothing has been filed 
since, but she has several more 
weeks to file.  

The appeal, once filed, will 
be heard by the federal Fifth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in New Or-
leans, according to TCC’s general 
counsel Carol Bracken.  

The Title VII retaliation 
claim was the final claim, and 
Bracken said TCC was well-pre-
pared and ready for the trial Oct. 
31.

However, a few days before, 
Bennett’s attorney, Frank Hill, 
filed a motion to dismiss the last 
remaining claim, and Judge Jane 
Boyle granted his request. 

 The dismissal was made 
“with prejudice,” meaning Ben-
nett will not be able to appeal that 
claim in the future. 

Hill explained that the main 
charge among the nine remain-
ing claims is that Bennett had the 
right to a due process hearing, but 
it was refused. 

“It’s been a phenomenal 
thing that the district has always 
resisted giving constitutional due 
process over these years, and I 

do not know what the root of that 
mindset is,” he said 

Hill has not just represented 
Bennett, but many former TCC 
employees as well. He said they 
all relate in a major way. 

“Most of the cases centered 
around the refusal to give due pro-
cess,” he said.  

He believes there are various 
reasons why the former employ-
ees he has represented are fighting 
for due process.

He says it seems like a mind-
set TCC has to move for quick 
termination.

“In the Tarrant County Col-
lege District, there has been a 
long mindset that the employment 
human relations concept is that 
it’s us against them,” he said. “It’s 
the administration against faculty 
and against employees. And if 
there’s the slightest evidence that 
the faculty person did something 
wrong, the Tarrant County Col-
lege mentality is, ‘Let’s jump on 
it.’”

SE theater department sees 
dead people. They play them too. 

The play “Dead Man’s Cell 
Phone” will open from Nov. 15-17. 
It centers on Jean, played by SE 
student Isara Al-Hilo, dealing with 
the aftermath of discovering a dead 
man next to her.  

“A man dies. But his phone 
continues to ring,” Director Drew 
Hampton said. “Does that keep 
him alive? And what zany realities 
might it create for those that truly 
are living?” 

The play had several pull-fac-
tors for Hampton that led him to 
select it. 

“It checks a lot of boxes for 
us: cast-able with our students, ap-
propriately challenging and timely 
themes to name a few,” Hampton 
said. “It’s also a pleasantly quirky 
show I’ve had on my ‘want to di-
rect’ list for a while.” 

In their past productions, cer-
tain plays would demand actors to 
take several parts.

Having a larger cast for “Dead 
Man’s Cellphone” eliminates the 
struggle of switching between roles, 
but SE student Haleigh Ferguson 
acknowledged there are still strug-
gles. 

“[Al-Hilo] has a lot of dialogue 
with different people,” Ferguson 
said. “I know that can be difficult 
knowing how to talk to different 
characters.” 

Hampton looks forward to the 
audience seeing the visuals of the 
show. 

“More than most shows I’ve 
directed, this is a fairly busy and 
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Kenya Ayers-Palmore talks to a faculty member during the Welcome Week event 
on NE Campus in August. Ayers-Palmore was fired as NE president Oct. 27.

ONLINE
Read Ayers-Palmore’s full 
letter to The Collegian at:

collegian.tccd.edu

- Kenya Ayers-Palmore

My mission as an educator is to build the next generation 
of leaders who lead authentically and guide our 

organization to greater peace, wisdom and justice.”

Kenya Ayers-Palmore said she was fired 
from her job as former NE Campus president 
and is fighting back.  

“I am in the process of addressing the 
actions taken to remove me from leadership 
and cannot say more at this time,” Ayers-
Palmore said in a statement to The Collegian.  

A source familiar with the situation 
explained the former president’s termination 
Oct. 27 did not follow due process. Ayers-
Palmore filed a complaint with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
received Nov. 4 and filed an appeal with the 
board of trustees Nov. 9, the source said.  

“She will defend her right, she will 
engage legal counsel because she has to have 
it for the formal appeal that the [college] 
offers,” the source said. “And then for 
any litigation, she will exhaust all of her 
administrative remedies.” 

Reginald Gates, vice chancellor of 
communications and external affairs, said 
the college cannot comment on personnel 
matters.  

In June, Ayers-Palmore was evaluated 
and received a positive rating, the source 
said. In the termination letter served to her, 
however, the source said it detailed Ayers-
Palmore’s failure to follow the chancellor’s 
orders, though this was not mentioned in the 
evaluation. 

At the time of her dismissal, Ayers-
Palmore did not have a contract with the 

college, even though she repeatedly asked for 
one, according to the source. This was used 
against her in the termination letter.  

“She kept asking for it and was told and 
assured she would get one,” the source said. 
“There was no reason why she would think 
she wouldn’t get one, but she never got one.”   

In Ayers-Palmore’s statement, she 
explains that she hoped to lead NE Campus 
to success for not just the employees, but 

students as well.   
“I looked forward to doing so much 

longer to grow our beloved NE Campus in 
alignment with the greater College goals,” 
she said. “Unfortunately, that work has now 
been cut short.”  

Ayers-Palmore started as president 
in July 2019. Prior to TCC, she was the 
vice president and chair of the board for 
Northwest Educational Council for Student 

Success in Arlington Heights, Illinois.  
NE Campus employees were notified 

at 11:33 a.m. Oct. 30 through an email from 
Chancellor Elva LeBlanc that Ayers-Palmore 
was no longer serving as president.

Jan Clayton, who had been NW vice 
president of student affairs, was named 
interim president. 

Students did not receive notification 
of her leave, however, and some found 
out that same day attending the Student 
Empowerment Forum with the President 
event at 12:30 p.m. They were confused to 
find she was not there.   

The announcement email explained that 
the search for the NE Campus president is to 
happen immediately. Listings for the position 
were put out on The Chronicle of Higher 
Education and TCC’s job listing website Nov. 
3.  

“I am confident that with your support 
and that of all the faculty and staff, we will 
continue to move forward in service to our 
students and community,” LeBlanc said in the 
email.   

Ayers-Palmore said that she was honored 
to serve the college despite her abrupt exit 
and encouraged the campus community to 
persevere.  

 “I will learn and grow from this 
experience,” she said in the statement. “My 
mission as an educator is to build the next 
generation of leaders who lead authentically 
and guide our organization to greater peace, 
wisdom and justice. I trust that you will pick 
up the mantle from here.”
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SE students Haleigh Ferguson and Isara-Hilo act on stage during 
rehearsals for “Dead Man’s Cell Phone.” The play opens Nov. 15.  

creative technical production,” 
Hampton said. “With all the spec-
tacle we have in store, this may be 
one of the most visually memorable 
productions our department has cre-
ated.” 

SE student Angelica Valdez 
stepped out of her comfort zone 
to play Hermia, the dead man’s 
widow. 

“Compared to the other char-
acters, she’s very loud. She’s very 
prideful. She cares a lot about her-
self,” she said. “I’m a very shy per-
son. I’m not whisper-loud but I’m 
very low-toned so this character 
was kind of hard for me.” 

“Dead Man’s Cell Phone” is 
the first play Valdez acted in. She 

was in two of Hampton’s classes 
and he says has enjoyed watching 
her growth as an actor. 

“She’s always been talented 
and focused, and it’s been lovely 
to see her confidence begin to catch 
up.” Hampton said.

It was difficult for Al-Hilo to 
sum up the theme of the play in 
just one word. However, she hopes 
the audience can witness how each 
character moves through grief. 

“There’s a lot of themes,” Al-
Hilo said. “Grief in a way. It kind of 
takes the story of how each charac-
ter goes through it, and Jean trying 
to make the best of all – trying to 
help them all with their own way of 
grieving.”  

SOUTHEASTSOUTHEASTDISTRICTDISTRICT

College fires NE president
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NW01, the newest addition 
to NW Campus’ redevelopment 
plan, briefly opened its doors 
for a tour to show off its what-
to-come features. 

NW student leaders talked 
among each other, glancing 
around the NW01 lobby they 
stood in while construction 
quietly finalized around them. 
They were most excited about 
the promise of space.  

“There’s just so many new 
spaces and such good areas to 
study and actually socialize 
with people,” Maria Rivera, 
NW student and Phi Theta 
Kappa vice president of public 
relations said. “I think it’s also a 
plus that its open space.”  

She explained that prior 
to NW01, NW05 was the 
only example of what the 
development could change and 

has experienced trouble since 
trying to find spaces that are 
not crowded. She appreciates 
that this building responds to 
the needs she saw students had 
and welcomes the change. 

“ T h e y ’ v e  b e e n  s o 
receptive to student needs, 
and I think this building is a 
really good example,” Rivera 
said. “Because like I said, they 
brought back so many of the 
things that we’ve needed that 
we felt we lost.” 

Set to be open to all 
students this month, NW01 
will be for students There are 
wider, larger areas of seating 
and waiting, and a grand 
staircase that extends to the 
second floor. Along with this, 
student services like Student 
Accessibilities and Intercultural 
Network will be moved into this 
building.  

To ensure that accessibility 
for students is maximized, Vice 
President of Student Affairs 
Jan Clayton told the group that 

she and a team are working on 
accessibility mapping NW01. 

“One of the things that 
we hope to have ready to go 
in the next couple of weeks: 
you’ll be able to see a sign that 
says, ‘Most accessible route,’” 
she said. “Hit the QR code, 
and it’s going to show you the 
most ideal points of entry or 
place to travel and navigate the 
building.”

Clayton also said that 
the building will continue to 
be assessed for accessibility 
and emphas ized  crea t ing 
a “universal  design” that 
will address the needs of the 
students.

“What you’re going to see 
is an ongoing effort to continue 
to respond to what we hear 
students telling us and then 
what we know as best practice 
opportunities to integrate that 
into our buildings as we go 
along as well,” she said.

Read more about this story 
online at collegian.tccd.edu.

Two TCC campuses have 
collaborated to breathe life into 
a tragic reunion between three 
sisters. 

Students from the NE and NW 
drama departments have joined 
forces to take part in “Crimes 
of the Heart,” an adaptation of 
the 1978 Beth Henley original 
and a stage play that tackles the 
loneliness and trauma faced by a 
group of three southern sisters. The 
production has been in the works 
for some time and will run from 
Oct. 4-7 in the NFAB building. 

“The play is about three 
sisters who have a traumatic past 
coming together in the small town 
of Hazelhurst, MS in 1974, after 
the youngest attempts to murder 
her husband by shooting him,” 
NE student Alexis Brown said. 
“It has that same feel as ‘Steel 
Magnolias’.” 

Brown and the rest of the cast 
talked about their roles in the play 
and what their characters offered 
the story. 

“I play the role of Lenora 
‘Lenny’ Magrath,” she said. “She 
is the oldest sister. She is the one 
who takes care of everyone but 
herself, and she thrives off of 
having her sisters around her and 
longs for companionship but lacks 
the confidence to reach out for it.” 

NE student Darolynn Nieves 
shared details about her character 

as well. 
“I play Chick, the Magrath 

sisters’ noisy cousin who really 
needs to learn to mind her own 
business,” Nieves said. 

TR students Antonio Mazzone 
and Miranda Hildner gave some 
details about their characters and 
their personalities. 

“I play a young talented 
lawyer named Barnette Lloyd,” 
Mazzone said. “He is seen to be 
an intelligent person, who is very 
passionate and fanatical about this 
career and this case specifically. 
Lloyd has a lot of energy and is 
very ambitious.” 

Hilder followed suit and said 
her character tended to provide a 
spark of comedic relief in tense 
situations. 

“I play Meg Magrath, the 
middle sister,” Hildner said. “She 
is 27 and lives in Hollywood, 
California in hopes to pursue a 
singing career. She comes home 
to see Babe, her younger sister, 
because she shot her husband. Meg 
is sarcastic, fiery, witty and doesn’t 
take life too seriously. She can 
always find a way to squeeze in a 
joke to anything serious.” 

Each of the cast members 
found intrigue and depth in the 
story in their own ways, but all of 
them agreed the tone and writing 
style was a big draw for them. 

“I found the play to be very 
well written, and how these 
characters feel is so real and 
different,” Mazzone said. “This 
play is character-driven rather than 

See Crimes, page 6

In increments, NW Campus 
has begun to rebuild itself with re-
development. One of the newest 
buildings, NW05, was a promise 
of something more, an example of 
the future. For NW student Jimmy 
Chestnut, a wheelchair user, it be-
came something else. 

He has run into various ac-
cessibility issues like limited ac-
cess to outside entry ways, bath-
rooms, classrooms and hallways. 

The building’s overcrowding, has 
increasingly set back his ability to 
navigate the halls among student 
traffic, too.

“They were supposed to make 
it better,” he said. “Maybe you have 
a lot of bugs to work out, I under-
stand. But it should have been taken 
care of before the grand opening.”  

Before NW05 was buil t , 
Chestnut said Student Accessibil-
ity Resources reached out to him to 
discuss with contractors what could 
be improved to make it more acces-
sible for students. 

These recent issues made him 
disappointed because he always felt 
heard at TCC before this semester.  

“I just want everything to be 
fair for everybody, not just because 
I’m disabled,” he said. “Say, if you 
were to hurt your ankle or some-
thing and you’re on one of those 
scooters, the doors are still not ac-

cessible.” 
John Posch, the program direc-

tor for TCC’s $825 million 2019 
bond program including NW Cam-
pus redevelopment, said that NW05 
is fully ADA compliant.  

In an email response shared 
from Reginald Gates, vice chancel-
lor of communications and exter-

nal affairs, on Sept. 21, Posch ad-
dressed the issue of elevator main-
tenance. He stated four of the five 
elevators currently work, and he 
expects the fifth elevator to be re-
paired soon. 

He also said the overcrowd-
ing will subside once other NW 
Campus departments move to the 

NW01 building, expected to open 
this month. 

He added that push buttons to 
open entry ways are not an ADA 
Texas requirement, though a prob-
lem was identified with the opening 
force of the doors. The problem was 
expected to be fixed once parts ar-
rived. 

Chestnut was not made aware 
of these corrections and said he has 
not noticed a difference. 

Chestnut was invited to meet 
with NW Campus SAR Director 
Deborah Schall after sending a let-
ter to her about the issues he had 
been having since the start of the 
semester. He said they discussed 
making accommodations in his 
classes and looking at the facility’s 
elevator complications. He was 
also told an additional push button 
would be implemented to NW05 on 

See Access, page 2
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NE students Darolyn Nieves, who plays Chick Boyle, and Alexis 
Harrison, who plays Lenny, perform on stage during rehearsal. 

‘Crimes of the Heart’ 
production presents 
story of sisterly love

Hope Smith/The Collegian
Students explore the grand staircase in the new NW01 building set to open this month.

Buttons like these can be found 
outside entryways. These gives 
ease of access to people.

...If you’re not 
in a chair, you’re 

not gonna get my 
point of view.

Jimmy Chestnut 
NW student
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Work-life balance can look different 
for everyone. For NE student Myleare 
Mclaughlin, it means juggling school, 
working as an on-campus Starbucks barista 
and parenting her 5-year-old son. 

“Since he’s still young, he has a lot of 
needs and wants,” she said. “I am trying to 
break generational curses, so I want to give 
him what I didn’t have. I want him to be 
happy.” 

Mclaughlin is doing a transfer degree. 
She knows attaining her bachelor’s paves the 
way for potential pay raises and an overall 
improved lifestyle. 

Without a plan, she said showing up 
for herself and her son would be even more 
challenging. 

“As a mom, your whole schedule, your 
whole life, revolves around your kid,” she 
said. “If your schedule doesn’t fit your kid’s 
schedule, then it’s not going to work.” 

Learning what strategies are most 
helpful can create room for students to not 
only flourish academically, but have time to 
de-stress.  

SE student Arelia Limon is a part 
time Chick-fil-A employee. Ever since 
fall semester started, she changed her 
availability at her job so she could work less. 

“This is the time where I prioritize my 
school work more than my job,” she said. “I 
had all summer to get my money up.” 

Now in her second year, Limon said she 
has a better idea on how to be successful in 
her classes. 

“I can’t procrastinate at all,” she said. “I 
learned the hard way that it’s better to get all 
of your school work done ahead of time to 
have free time later on.” 

For those wanting to improve their 
work-life blend, creating a schedule can be 
helpful. 

“You really need to structure your life,” 
NE Student Development Associate Tyler 
Rhoden said. “Whether that’s planning out 
your day, hour by hour, or just having a 
general idea on some study time.” 

Rhoden said planning out study time 

enables students to learn information more 
effectively. 

“You don’t need to study for hours,” 
he said. “Just study for 30-45 minutes, take 
a 15-20 minute break, and then jump back 
into it.” 

Choosing a study environment that’s 
right for one’s needs, can help with focus 
and motivation. 

“Putting yourself around people that are 
like minded, goal driven, and have the same 
ambitions that you do - that’s really going to 
benefit you,”Rhoden said. 

Currently pursuing his master’s degree 
and working full-time in Student Activities, 
Rhoden said it’s challenging to navigate. 

“I think so many of us when we’re in 
school feel like we’re missing out on our 
lives because other people in their 20s are 
traveling, or going out to clubs, and we can’t 
really do that because we’ve got to go to bed 
and be up early in the morning for school,” 
he said. 

Mclaughlin not only has to prioritize 
being a student, but the added daily 
pressures of motherhood. 

 For childcare, she leans on her family 
and depends on the YMCA program at her 
son’s school. 

“I really needed that because it was 
really hard on my mom to have to work, 
help my sister, and then help my son and I,” 
she said. 

While her village is small she said, 
without her family, she wouldn’t be able to 
have any time for herself. 

“They don’t mind taking him for the 
weekend,” Mclaughlin said. “This weekend 
my dad is taking him so I have that time for 
myself. Especially since I only have one day 
off a week.” 

For those who may struggle to cultivate 
time for themselves, she said you’ve got to 
just do it. 

“Girl, go get your nails done,” she said. 
“It won’t happen if you don’t plan for it to. 
It’s more of whenever you have that time, 
you capture it.” 
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SE Campus club tackles college hazing
DASHH Prevention Squad help discuss hazing and how to prevent it

DISTRICTDISTRICT

Students struggle to balance work, school, life
DISTRICTDISTRICT

On SE Campus, the DASHH Prevention 
Squad created several in-person and virtual 
events during September to inform students 
about hazing. 

TCC’s website defines Drugs, Alcohol, 
Sex, Harassment and Hazing, abbreviated 
to DASHH, as a “prevention initiative 
that promotes healthy behaviors through 
comprehensive and intentional educational 
programming.”  

According to Hazing Prevention 
Network, 47% of students who come to 
college already experienced hazing. SE 
student Calvin Pham who is also a DASHH 
Prevention Squad Member attributed students 
not talking about hazing to the potential 
consequences.  

“It’s horrifying,” Pham said. “When 
it comes to hazing, not a lot of people like 
talking about it because if you say something 
your friend will talk about it. Because you 
might lose a friend. You might be reported. 
So, it’s hard for a person to talk about 
whether they are being hazed or not.” 

SE student Alondra Sanchez is aware of 

hazing but hasn’t witnessed it firsthand. 
“I’ve heard of it,” Sanchez said. “You 

usually see it in frats and gang-related stuff.” 
South student Karla Olivera attends 

classes at the University of Texas at Arlington 
and believes hazing is more likely to be found 
at four-year universities. 

“Because the universities are way 
bigger,” Olivera said. “So, I feel like for 
community college, a lot of people are trying 
to [take their classes]. While if it’s very 
young people in the universities, I feel like 
they just want to experiment.” 

Sanchez also believes community 
college students would be less inclined to fall 
subject to hazing than university students. 

“If you’re going from community 
college to universities in general, you’re 
gonna be more inclined to do your work,” 
Sanchez said. “You might go around and 
explore and stuff, but you’re not going to be 
as inclined to because you realize there is 
more to lose.” 

For students transferring to universities 
after TCC, Olivera warned students to be 
careful of whom they associate with. 

“You never know who could be your 
friend and who could not be your friend,” 
Olivera said. “So, if you transfer and they’re 

being nice, don’t just do everything because 
they’re cool or whatever. It ain’t about that 
in life. Just get your studies and go live your 
life.” 

While the stigma around victims of 
hazing continues, Pham urged students to 

lend an ear to their peers. Talk about hazing 
and percentage 

Pham said. “I’s your job to try and 
talk to them about it and make them feel 
comfortable around you to talk about whether 
they are being hazed or not.”
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SE student Calvin Pham educates a fellow student on hazing during hazing 
prevention week.
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a plot-driven play, and so we get to uncover 

more of this story through these characters. 

That is what makes these characters so 

vibrant. This story is told only through these 
characters and their experiences, and the 
history of these characters are very rich.” 

Mazzone said every character in the 
story had a defining moment that would help 
characterize their personas. 

For Nieves, the genre and acting style 
behind the characters was what drew her in. 

“It’s a dramedy set in Mississippi,” she 
said. “Anything to use an accent on stage.” 

The most interesting aspect of the play to 
Brown was the sense of humor injected into 
the story. 

“Dark humor is tricky because if it is not 
done right, it can just come off as tactless or 
ridiculous, and I had never done anything like 
this before,” she said.

Hildner felt the theme was more about the 
familial connection between the three sisters 
and said the theme has opened her eyes to the 
way she views that type of connection. 

“The theme has shown me what 

true family means,” she said. “That means 
resentment for certain things aside, we all 
have each other’s backs in life – no matter the 
situation.” 

Mazzone’s takeaway from the theme was 
quite similar in that the experience helped him 
to truly value those in his personal life. 

“I learned more about myself and who I 
am and when I should stop holding on to such 
grudges,” He said. “Because in life, there can 
be other important things than holding on to 
the past.” 

Brown believed the theme of the play 
is all about the strength in relationships and 
found that the play allowed her to do so self-
reflection on the importance of keeping those 
relationships nice and healthy. 

“As the middle of three girls, I resonate 
with it. When my sisters and I are together 
– life feels better,” she said. “I don’t think it 
has opened my eyes to anything per se, but 
confirmed things I may have forgotten about. 

Like the need to keep bonds tight, especially 
with those who love you – warts and all.” 

The sisterly story that is “Crimes of 
the Heart” could leave many with unique 
interpretations. 

The idea of the play is to provide viewers 
with an entertaining and self-ref lective 
experience that gives them a glimpse into the 
varied works of the drama departments. 

The reaction of the audience was one 
Mazzone thought was important, and he hoped 
in the end viewers would also be able to reflect 
more on who they are as people.  

“I hope the audience will love these 
characters and their stories, and I hope they 
have some laughs because it is an entertaining 
show,” he said. “But I also hope that they learn 
a bit about themselves. I hope that we, as the 
actors, allow for the audience to understand 
and feel for these characters and bring to life 
the amazing writing from Beth Henley.” 

the south side. 
Jan Clayton, NW vice president of 

student affairs, was able to confirm this 
as well. She explained that one of her and 
the college’s top priorities is listening to 
the needs of the students and taking ADA 
concerns seriously.

“Always as a college, we should be 
looking for opportunities to increase access 
for students and support and resources, and 

so hearing that feedback lets us know that 
we have to really prioritize and hear that and 
respond to that,” she said.

She advises students to go to their SAR 
director with accessibility issues that need to 
be address. 

“If we need to develop a specific 
accommodation plan for that student, we will 
do that, and if we need to develop a specific 
accommodation plan for an employee, 

we will do that,” she said. “And if there’s 
something for a guest to the building or a 
community member that we can address in 
the immediate, we will do that as well.” 

Chestnut  said what he wants is 
for people to listen to him and others 
with accessibility needs. He believes it is 
important to be able to that space to express 
concerns and be heard. 

“I mean, you gotta open somebody’s 

eyes to get change to happen,” he said. 
He invites those in charge of the building 

development to spend a day navigating the 
building in a wheelchair or on crutches 
because they may come to realize how many 
problems he encounters in a day. 

“I’m sure they’ve gone through 
everything with a fine-tooth comb,” Chestnut 
said. “But if you’re not in a chair, you’re not 
gonna get my point of view.”

Alex Hoben/The Collegian
NE student Myleare Mclaughlin rings up drink order at Cafe Noliz at NE Campus.

Alex Hoben/The Collegian
Alexis Harrison, Liana Flores and 
Miranda Hildner practice on set.
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Looking for answers

Family of murdered student seeks justice

CRIMECRIME

Alex Hoben/The Collegian

TR ESOL instructor Lourdes Laguna holds the graduation photo of her son Luis Carlos Laguna Jr. The 
TCC student was murdered after a ranch party on November 18 in Fort Worth.

It was a knock at Lourdes La-
guna’s door around 4 a.m. that told 
her something was not right.  

When she opened the door, her 
son’s best friend told her that he was 
not responding to his messages. Her 
fears were confirmed when they 
found him in the hospital in critical 
condition.  

“Nobody comes to knock on a 
door with good news,” she said.  

TCC student Luis Carlos Laguna 
Jr., who went by Carlos, was at a 
ranch party on Northwest 35th Street, 
in Fort Worth on Nov. 18 with two 
friends to see the band Nivel Codicia-
do. At 2 a.m., an altercation occurred 
involving a group of Hispanic males 
and females that led to Carlos being 
shot in his truck while attempting to 
leave the parking lot. He later died in 
the ICU.  

More than two months later, no 
arrest has been made and the family 
is still seeking justice.  

According to Fort Worth Police 
Department Detective John Sullivan, 
there was no clear motive but mul-
tiple witnesses at the altercation.  

“Somebody in that group wit-
nessed this, and I think that what I’m 
trying to get across is they need to 
come forward and tell me,” he said.

Carlos was studying to get his 
Associate of Arts degree and join the 

Navy. He was respectful and inde-
pendent, and fiercely loving of his 
family and siblings. Lourdes Laguna, 
an ESOL instructor at TR Campus, 
explained that he loved to dance and 
did not need a dance floor to do it.   

“He lit up the room,” Laguna 
said. “Anywhere he went, he made a 
friend.”  

He had a truck that he loved, a 
black 2008 single cab Silverado that 
he used to work on with his father. 
She explained that he had his truck 
lowered, while his best friend had 
his own truck lifted. They often spent 
time working on their trucks together.   

“They just had a good working 
relationship,” she said. “They were 
like brothers.”  

She explained that Carlos would 
want to be remembered for his smile, 
his love of music and his truck.  

“He wanted to learn more about 
his Hispanic roots, which is why he 
listened to all this music,” she said. 
“His goal was to learn more about 
his heritage. He was very much into 
that. And that’s why he went to the 
concert.” 

Laguna has had to stay strong 
for her family and ensure that her 
children are supported during this 
time.  

“My family comes from a long 
line of traditional people,” she said. 
“We don’t believe in seeking help or 
getting counseling, but this one was 
hard. This one, we’re definitely get-
ting help for.” 

Carlos’ older sister, Kathi Perez, 
said she always saw him as strong-
minded. 

“He has always been very blunt 
– very honest – so he’ll tell you the 
truth,” she said. “He’s very upfront 
about how he feels. He’s always been 
about doing the right thing.” 

Her favorite memory with him 
was the day she took his high school 
graduation pictures. She said they 
didn’t often get to hang out together, 
but that day they had been able to 
have fun and laugh together.  

She explained that the bracelets 
he had on his wrist were significant 
to him and his family. He had a red 
bracelet he always wore that had St. 
Benedict on it, the saint he chose for 
his confirmation.  

Perez said her father made repli-
cas of the bracelet and gave them 

See Carlos, Page 2
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Alex Hoben/The Collegian
Gordon Jones, who lives in 
Denton County, speaks to the 
board about invocation vote.

Both NW and South Campus 
can expect new child care facilities 
in 2025 with the Early Head Start 
program. 

Proposed on the Jan. 11 work 
session, the TCC Board of Trustees 
reviewed interlocal agreements for 
two new facilities that would assist 
student-parents, staff and faculty. 
Currently, the only child care 
program available at TCC can be 
found at NE Campus.  

Kara Waddell, president and 
CEO of Childcare Associates, 
explained to the board that the 
facilities would aid TCC success in 
more than just parental assistance.  

“Head Start and Early Head 
Start really helps ensure that you’re 
bringing some of the best practices 
and quality early education,” 
Waddell said. “In addition to 
quality standards, it also brings 
some resources to the table.”  

Trustee Kenneth Barr said 
that this action holds immense 
importance in supporting the 
members of TCC.  

“I think this is a very 
See Board, Page 2
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TCC updated its Academic 
Continuity Plan on Sept. 1, ensur-
ing that school and administrative 
services would carry on regardless 
of disruptions. 

The beginning of the semes-
ter brought many headaches for 
students, staff and faculty. Tem-
peratures fell below freezing, with 
wind chills of up to -10. A wind 
chill advisory was issued by the Na-
tional Weather Service as well as 
The Electric Reliability Council of 

Texas issuing weather watch noti-
fications of forecasted significant 
weather with higher electrical de-
mand and the potential for lower 
reserves.  

When it was announced that 
classes would begin as scheduled 
many students took to social media 
to air their anger and criticism of 
the school's decision because 
of freezing temperature and lack  
of childcare. 

"I felt a little disappointed is 
the best word to use for that,” said 
SE student Cheyenne Kingston “It 
was a little difficult mostly for me 
due to the fact I have a 2-year-old 
son and I'm a single mom and his 

daycare was closed. I had the grace 
of my great aunt who is a 70-year-
old woman, to opt to watch not only 
my child but my cousin's.” 

Many factors such as the pan-
demic, weather or infrastructure 
failure like those that affected NW, 
safeguards the ability to continue 
online. 

Other departments like admin-
istration and student services would 
also be able to continue supporting 
students and staff online or over the 
phone depending on the scenario. 

"We learned a lot in the pan-
demic [about] the ability to provide 
services and instruction in a remote 

See Weather, Page 2
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Rain, shine or pandemic, show must go on for TCC district
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He lit up the room. 
Anywhere he went, he 

made a friend

Lourdes Laguna
TR ESOL instructor

Alex Hoben/The Collegian
During the freeze, many roads and highways were iced over.
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setting where possible.” Vice Chancellor 
and Provost Shelly Pearson. 

“It is actually much preferable to 
shutting down." 

Each instructor is responsible for 
informing students of how class will be 
conducted in case of disruptions. The main 
goal is to ensure that learning occurs online 

either synchronously or asynchronously. 
“ We ' v e  b e e n  d o i n g  a  l o t  o f 

communication out to the campuses, to the 
faculty, to campus leadership on different 
types of scenarios, said Pearson and what 
responsibilities are but the overall purpose 
is to keep the business going, to keep 
instruction and for the students.” 

to the immediate family at Carlos’ funeral.  
“He said, ‘If there’s ever a point where 

you miss him, or you are thinking about 
him, just look at your bracelet,’” she said.  

The day Carlos was shot, Perez 
explained she was at the Fort Worth 
Stockyards with friends. On her way back, 
the driver made a detour to check on a 
friend who had been in a car accident.  

“Where the car accident happened 
ended up being just four minutes away from 
where my little brother was when he got 
shot,” she said. “It was at the same time, the 
exact same time.”  

Perez said she is still grappling with the 
loss of her brother.  

“To be honest, I feel like everyone tells 

you it gets easier as time goes, but I feel 
like it doesn’t get easier. You just learn to 
live with it,” she said. “It’s kind of like a 
survival thing after that.” 

Perez has gone over in her head the 
things she felt could have gone differently 
for her and her brother. Their relationship 
was complex, and she wishes they had been 
able to spend more time together.  

She addressed these regrets in her final 
line of her speech at Carlos’ funeral.  

“Friends and family of Carlitos, I 
ask that you put aside any issues that are 
keeping your family apart,” she said. “One 
day, they can be taken from you in the blink 
of an eye, and without reason. If you cannot 
do it for me, then do it for him.” 

significant step forward for TCC as 
something I’ve wanted to see ever since 
I came on this board,” he said. “I want to 
applaud the chancellor for her work on this 
and partnering with Tarrant County and the 
county judge, Tim O’Hare, to make this 
happen.” 

Chancellor Elva LeBlanc shared 
the sentiment, explaining that she had 
been excited to work towards expanding 
childcare services with Head Start.  

“This truly is a special day because 
we’ve been talking about child years since 
the college opened 58 years ago,” she said.  

In other news, Trustees also approved 
implementing the United States and State of 
Texas pledge into each board meeting. 

A separate action item, proposed by 
trustee Laura Forkner Pritchett, would have 
an invocation, or prayer, included for each 
meeting.  

Pritchett reasoned in a comment to the 
board that it was the responsibility of the 

Trustees, as a government entity, to seek 
help in these meetings through invocation. 

“This  board consis ts  of  seven 
individuals representing seven districts 
across Tarrant County, but this board is also 
a body that will be held responsible for its 
decisions and actions,” she said. “How can 
we not jointly ask for wisdom on decisions 
and general guidance?” 

It was a point of issue a week prior 
during the work session, with three public 
comments from community members on 
the matter that day and two more during the 
board meeting.

In the end, however, only the pledges 
were voted on. 

“I just wanted to say that I feel that this 
is something we should do. I was happy 
that we now have implementation and 
parameters around how to implement the 
pledge,” Trustee Shannon Wood said. “I 
look forward to saying this at every one of 
our work sessions and board meetings.” 

Carlos (continued from page 1)

Weather (continued from page 1)

Board (continued from page 1)
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AP psychology is now banned 
in the state of Florida under House 
Bill 1557 named “Parental Rights 
in Education.” It is more colloqui-
ally known as the “Don’t Say Gay 
Bill.”

This bill previously impacted 
the teaching of sexual orientation 
and sexual identity only from kin-
dergarten through the third grade. 
It has recently expanded to the 12th 
grade, making AP Psychology a 
course that is illegal to teach. 

This ban is not effective in 
Texas, however, William Brown, 
South chair of behavioral sciences 
and professor of psychology, be-
lieves it may translate to this state. 

“I’ve lived in Florida for 11 
years, and I’m certainly an advocate 
for diversity,” he said.  “So, the idea 
that they would not want to teach 
the course for that reason certainly 
is an issue for me.” 

Brown believes it’s ineffective 
to remove courses that discuss sex-
ual orientation and identity because 
even though it won’t be taught, peo-
ple will be exposed to it naturally. 

“Learning about it is what 
educational institutions should be 
about,” he said. “So that should 
be a place where the hearsay, the 
misinformation, the bias and the 
marginalization within the educa-
tional environment should get un-
dermined. Where people get the ac-
tual facts and get the opportunity to 
discuss these things critically, but in 
a well-informed way.” 

Brown said a minority of very 
loud voices are advocating for cer-
tain restrictions, whether it be these 
gender identity issues or issues of 
race and ethnicity.

“When that [diversity] is re-
moved, it hampers education,” he 
said. “You want a well-informed 
citizenry. You certainly don’t want 

See Psychology, page 2 

the theaters turned pink. The pink 
preparation for the “Barbie” movie, however, hap-
pened months before that. The colossal response 
after swept the world under its feet in a strong gust 
of sparkle and tears.

In fact, the movie topped $1 billion at the box 
office. In comparison, Oppenheimer made $718 

million. It is no secret that it did overwhelmingly 
well.

What pulled the world into Barbie’s plastic 
life? Some students at TCC believe the success 
comes from the fact that it spoke to people in a 
way that movies had yet to do in a long time.

For TR student Sunny Whidden, the market-
ing for the movie was “crazy.” With big names 
like Dua Lipa, Ryan Gosling or Margot Robbie, 
she said the household names helped push the 

See Barbie, page 3 
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NW students react to new NW05 building

Three months after the open-
ing of the NW05 building on NW 
campus, students have taken notice 
that the building has access limits, 
as well as space. 

NW student Leander D’Costa 
and member of NW Intercultural 
Network is happy with the way the 

building has turned out, but he be-
lieves it lacks ADA accessibility.  

The only accessible door for 
someone in a wheelchair is the 
main door facing the North parking 
lot, he said. Paired with electrical 
outages and elevator malfunction 
that have previously occurred, he 
worries someone with a wheelchair 
will not be able to get past the first 
floor. 

“Basically, if you’re in a 
wheelchair, you’re confined to the 

lowest floor on the ground floor, 
because you can’t come up here 
unless you use the elevators right in 
the back,” he said. “But to get there, 
someone in a wheelchair would 
have to need assistance from an-
other student to open the doors for 
them.”

On the first day of classes, one 
of the main NW05 elevators went 
out of order sometime in the day, 
NW student Kennedie Watkins said.  

“The only reason I know about 

it is because my friend and I went 
to go get food, and we came back 
and tried to use the elevator and it 
wouldn’t work,” she said.  

She has heard, however, that 
other faculty have been working 
on addressing some accessibility 
problems by noting where ADA im-
provements need to be addressed. 

“While it might be a process, 
and it’s not widespread yet, there 
are people who are talking about 
it, and who are trying to take steps 

to make sure that we manage that 
problem and get it fixed. So, I do 
appreciate that,” she said.  

Bill Lace, a former Vice Chan-
cellor who is working on public re-
lations for the college, recalled a 
meeting early this summer about an 
ADA access concern from a student 
who was unable to use the ADA 
button to the main door on the south 
side.

“They reported that [the com
See NW05, page 2 
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TCC instructors support Hollywood strike, understanding of struggles
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Due to ongoing labor disputes 
in the entertainment industry, nu-
merous writers and actors have 
gone on strike in hopes of receiving 
better treatment. 

The Writers Guild of America 
union and the Screen Actors Guild 
- American Federation of Televi-
sion and Radio Artists union went

on strike on July 13 to advocate for 
stronger compensation after nego-
tiations with studios/employers fell 
through. 

“We have not reached an 
agreement with the studios and 
streamers,” Writers Guild of Amer-
ica’s website posted. “Companies’ 
business practices have slashed our 
compensation and residuals and un-
dermined our working conditions. 
We are determined to achieve a new 
contract with fair pay that reflects 
the value of our contribution to 

company success and includes pro-
tections to ensure that writing sur-
vives as a sustainable profession.” 

The size of the strikes has only 
increased as the months have gone 
on. According to The New York 
Times, as of Aug. 23, the “major 
entertainment studios took the un-
usual step on Tuesday night of pub-
licly releasing details of their most 
recent proposal to the union that 
represents 11,500 striking television 
and movie writers.” 

This strike has left many peo-

ple in the writing and acting field 
concerned for their livelihoods, as 
well as the future of the entertain-
ment industry at large.  

“The villain in my opinion is 
the studios,” NE Campus associ-
ate Drama professor Jakie Cabe 
said. “They’re not giving worth 
and value to the changing market-
place which has made them insane 
amounts of money and not adjusted 
that scale for the writers and the 
actors.”

Cabe further explained why he 

felt the actions of the studios were a 
negative for entertainers but shared 
his optimism for the strike and its 
potential impact. 

“The fact that the studios and 
producers’ guild would think they 
can hold money away from those 
who create, write, cast and put con-
tent together while they just say yes 
to deals and have no hand in the 
artistic work that gets done is pretty 
deplorable,” Cabe said. “I believe 
this strike is going to take a while 

See Strike, page 2 
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A Barbie figure gets her hair combed and styled. The “Barbie” movie starring Margot Robbie premiered July 21.

Students weigh in on the cultural impact of Barbie
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From procrastination to motivation, stu-
dents either struggle or succeed because of 
their study habits. Making or breaking their 
educational journeys, studying is something 
students and faculty develop for success. 

Assistant professor of biology Kari 
Eamma, shared the preciseness of revisiting 
her notes in her educational journey. Major-
ing in biology and going to graduate school 
before coming to TCC, she established a 
steady routine. 

“I always had a study group, and I wrote 
everything the professor said,” she said. “I 
always had a big pile of messy notes that I re-
wrote into a good notebook. Every time I had 
an exam, I’d try to fit it into two pages, so I 
could read over it.” 

Eamma understands that rewriting notes 
takes up a lot of time that students today 
might not have.  

“If you’re working 35 hours, it’s like you 
have two full-time jobs,” she said. “It’s really 
hard, especially if you have a family.” 

Setting aside time for studying is some-
thing she recommends doing, regardless of 
how large a course load a student may have. 

“I tell my students that at the beginning 
of the semester, they need to sit down to look 
at all the things they’re committed to,” she 
said. “They need to sit down and go ‘Oh, 
what are all my priorities?  I know I want to 

allot this much time to study.’ Don’t try and 
set it up two-thirds of the way through the 
semester.” 

She emphasized the usage of supplemen-
tal instruction, a free resource provided by 
TCC as it teaches students how to organize 
their notes and create activities to help retain 
information such as games. 

“For students that attend SI sessions, 
they have the data to support that students do 
a half to a whole letter grade better,” she said. 
“Part of it is making sure that you have time 
for studying, but the college really supports 
that with SI for large enrollment classes and 
the science learning center (SLC) that has mi-
croscopes and other things.” 

William Sumner, former professor and 
current radio/TV student who has been with 
the college since 1971 said his education has 
helped him beyond TCC.

“I have a business, and it requires a lot 
of computer work, so I went back to school to 
learn how to use Microsoft Office suite,” he 
said. “I went into programming and found out 
about the radio TV program.” 

Sumner considers himself a student for 
life and explains his approach to studying. 

“I do most of my studying at my office 
at the house,” he said. “If I prefer to not do it 
or to do something else, I pray about it, look 
at the assignment again and look at where I’m 
going with it.” 

NE student Jonathan Sasy said he de-
notes a lot of precise time to studying. 

“I study an hour a day and write notes 
online,” he said. “I usually have a Google 
Doc open and type the notes given. When I’m 
done, I usually reread it and make sure every-
thing is right.” 

As a student, these habits can be tedious 
and overwhelming to establish. However, 
Sasy keeps his end goal in mind to overcome 
those feelings.  

“The hardest part is not procrastinating. 
There’s just a lot of things on my mind,” he 
said. “My end goal is to always have a simple 
understanding, so I don’t go into an exam or 
quiz not knowing anything.”

For more studying resources, visit Can-
vas and click on the learning commons tab or 
search for TCCD learning commons.

people that can be blindsided because they 
don’t understand. Again, education should 
be playing that role at that level, as well as 
higher education.” 

Ron DeSantis, Governor of Florida ad-
dressed this issue and said that he won’t let 
the “woke ideology” infiltrate public educa-
tion systems.  

“Gender ideology has no place in our 
school system, and we’ve made that very 
very clear,” he said. “It is wrong for a teacher 
to tell a student that they may have been born 
in the wrong body or that their gender is a 
choice.” 

DeSantis also believes it is harmful to 
teach children about sexual identity and sexu-
al orientation to students. 

“It is wrong to sexualize children, it’s 
wrong to put it in your programming and it’s 
wrong to try to force that into our schools,” 
he said. “And that we will never back down.” 

As a queer person, south student Layla 
Eke feels that it is a course that should be 
accredited. They are surprised at how bold 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has been. 

“It actually makes me very uncomfort-
able to know that one single man has that 
type of influence and can grasp that sort of 
power and control it in such a way,” they 
said. “It shouldn’t be because one single man 
in Florida, six states away, decided that he 
wants to make it out like some indoctrination 
from the woke left that he’s decided are the 
ultimate villains.” 

Eke recommended that there be a warn-
ing on the AP Psychology coursework detail-
ing its contents, but it shouldn’t be an excuse 
to ban it. 

“They’re trying to go back to that nu-
clear family unit,” they said. “A hard, middle 
class working America - that is the prime 
goal. There was a lot of fantasizing and a lot 

of romanticization of that era, and I think it’s 
not the thing to be striving for. It’s just a big 
way of saying ‘We don’t want you here.’” 

One staff member who is part of queer 
community believes limiting any education 

is a bad idea and that there are ways to teach 
sexuality and gender identity at certain levels. 

“It’s so when students go off on to col-
lege, they have that knowledge with them 
already,” they said. “If they’re going into the 
medical or counseling field, that’s something 
that they need to know before they get to 
university.” 

They said they were afraid for family 
members who live in Florida, being that they 
believe their educational freedom is being 
challenged. 

“It’s not governing, it is taking people’s 
choice away,” they said. “It makes us very 
afraid to go to Florida, it’s not a great thing to 
be scared of being who you are.”

Other sources including multiple reli-
gious organizations and opposing views have 
chosen not to respond. 
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NE student Anthony Guerrero studies in the lower level of NLIB at the individual 
desks offered to students. The desks are a way for students to study unbothered.

to reach an agreement. I support my fel-
low union members 100%. We deserve bet-
ter.” 

Other entertainers have mirrored similar 
sentiments regarding the negative perception 
of studios and producers.  

“For far too long, producers have reaped 
all the financial benefits of successful pro-
ductions,” CN Campus adjunct Drama in-
structor Susan Polster said. “Yes, they assume 
the most financial risk upfront in investing in 
a production, (be it film, television or stage), 
but they wouldn’t have a product without the 
actors or writers – who are almost universally 
undercompensated.” 

 One of the leading causes behind this 
undercompensation is the advent of AI inte-
gration into recent or upcoming productions. 

“So, I am all for renegotiation of con-
tracts for higher recognition and compensa-
tion,” Polster said. “But with the advent of 
Generative AI, writers and actors for screen 
face yet another alarming reality.” 

Cabe said he is worried the average per-
son may be unaware of the gravity of the 
strikes, and even provided his experiences 
regarding under compensation in the enter-
tainment business. 

“I worry the general public thinks it’s the 
really rich actors and writers just being bratty 
wanting even more money – it’s not,” Cabe 
said. “It is the every day actors like myself 
who get residuals for television programs, 
films, etc. that they’ve done and not been 
adjusted for years to make sense with things 
like streaming.” 

Students, faculty share their own tips, tricks to be successful in class

NW05 (continued from page 1)

Psychology (continued from page 1)

Strike (continued from page 1)
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Students and faculty sit at the tables in the first floor hang out space in NW05. The building was opened earlier this year in 
May. The building serves as a swing space for both college and Early Collegiate High School students.

plaint, and the guy said that had been taken 
care of,” he said.  

Some students, like SGA president Ce-
leste Pensado, worry that NW05 is becom-
ing too full. NW05 houses three other build-
ings under construction: WSTU, WTLO and 
WFAB.

The library is currently in an NW05 
“swing space,” or temporary quarter. Pensado 
said she was disappointed that the selection of 
books there was smaller, and she had trouble 
finding specific books. It is important to Wat-
kins that the administration is listening to stu-
dents when concerns are brought up, because 
in experience she has seen how hard it is to 
access help from higher administration.   

Lace explained that right now the state of 
the building is like moving chess pieces.  

With construction plans taking place, 
classrooms and offices like admissions and 
the bookstore are being shifted around to co-
ordinate with the changing campus.  

“It’s tight,” he said. 
Recently, NW SGA has had more oppor-

tunities to meet with vice president of student 
affairs Jan Clayton, and Watkins said it is 
something she feels is going to be helpful. 

“It is definitely nice that the faculty and 
everybody is trying to make themselves more 
accessible to the students,” she said.  

It actually makes me very 
uncomfortable to know that 
one single man has that type 
of influence and can grasp 

that sort of power

Layla Eke
South student

Alex Hoben/The Collegian

NE student Isabel Price preparing to present the news on the TCC Newsfeed.
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