The Shorthorns
Approach to Social Media
Prepared by The Shorthorn Staff
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Introduction

Social media has become a vital reporting tool, evolving into a first-stop resource for
UTA and the Arlington community. The Shorthorn welcomed a complete social media
redesign to engage readers with a balance of eye-catching visuals and reporting.

As the total solar eclipse approached April 8, 2024, we began preparing readers Feb.
20 with what they’d need to know, where they could watch the phenomenon and
other features gearing up for the event. We consistently produced content for the next
two months to inform and excite our readers for the once-in-a-lifetime event.

Through our social media platforms, we curated published articles into digestible
posts. Growing anticipation for both our readers and staff for our coverage day of.

See some examples of our work this year, our redesign and read about our strategies.
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Templates

CC Libraries

We created a consistent Adobe style library of
colors, logos, templates and fonts for all
posts.

A large headline draws users in, alongside a
clip of information to quickly inform readers
before the full story was released on both our
feed and stories with links.

Our biggest stories of the year were broken
on our socials, from Instagram, Twitter and
Facebook, with templates, allowing for posts
to be released as soon as possible. Breaking
news posts shared snippets of information
before following up with full stories.
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from Instagram due to our use of

Accounts reached

visuals. Overview

Photos and videos catch our
readers attention. From April 7-9,
our Instagram reached 376% more
accounts and produced our highest
viewed reel with 21k views.

Here’s how we broke down each
post and how we used different

techniques to engage our users.
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Social media acts as a tool to repackage content from our online and print
products. We used feed posts and stories to push content where our
followers would see them.

Not only did we work to build excitement in anticipation of the event, we
continued to publish for days after for readers to relive the experience.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C3leTC3u2vE/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C3leTC3u2vE/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C4v7w_juuv6/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C4v7w_juuv6/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5V8uIdOTD7/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5V8uIdOTD7/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5RRa3HgKmZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5RRa3HgKmZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5YkcdvOiMc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5YkcdvOiMc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5ZCaiVOLgM/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5ZCaiVOLgM/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5eD7gHOJuj/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5eD7gHOJuj/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5gH42RuS4z/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5gH42RuS4z/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5grJ-luxtZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5grJ-luxtZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5EaD4vuUKP/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5EaD4vuUKP/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5rAMymOJQc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5rAMymOJQc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5i1_zPuOnz/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5i1_zPuOnz/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5jc2wgOw3m/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5jc2wgOw3m/

We’ve seen engagement grow with Reels. Throughout April 8, we published three reels:

1. Inthe morning, we published a video from a UTA physics professor of instruction
of astronomy explaining how to photograph total solar eclipse on a phone.

2. Right after totality, we posted a timelapse of the eclipse.

3. Hours later, we shared a overview of the community gathering on campus.

Click to view full posts.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C5gaobPOXX5/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5gaobPOXX5/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5hg8wBOLe1/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5hg8wBOLe1/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5g6QBzuL5P/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5g6QBzuL5P/

On our print product released Wednesday, we took a vignette
approach, finding five “characters” to follow throughout eclipse day.

On our Instagram, we shared each story with a consistent template for

the next week.

Click to view full posts.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C5kD-CTMjWS/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5kD-CTMjWS/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5oXe-8O9XN/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5oXe-8O9XN/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5r4rDVMULO/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5r4rDVMULO/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C51k11juA7e/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C51k11juA7e/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5mvstZMyVu/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5mvstZMyVu/?img_index=1
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Click to view full Instagram story coverage.

With reporters and photographers
in the field capturing moments
throughout campus, the city and
Ennis, Texas, our engagement
producers were following suit.

We had a producer at each
location posting to our stories live,
sharing what was happening,
showcasing vendors and capturing
the energy of the celebrations.

This gave viewers real time
updates to our total solar eclipse
coverage.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I0r2fdwfogbVDPJD6wfntlq4vGbQ6OT9/view?usp=sharing

Twitter

Twitter is our go-to for immediate quick posts, engaging users
through our threads full of photos and digestible information broken
up from stories.

Every platform provides a new audience. On Twitter, we shared
immediate links to stories faster compared to a full design Instagram

post.

We mix website links, individual photos and videos to catch readers
attention on a platform that is carried by text.
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Click to view full posts.
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https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1780370741474513024
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1780370741474513024
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1780310502930854013
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1780310502930854013
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778906177377616273
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778906177377616273
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778860950562472152
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778860950562472152
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778770757885075633
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778770757885075633
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778528725593973241
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778528725593973241
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778498624365662610
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778498624365662610
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778136215494996197
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778136215494996197
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777788889681260853
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777788889681260853
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777743787478938103
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777743787478938103
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777683628719296784
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777683628719296784
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777351356245827902
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777351356245827902
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1776354399868031055
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1776354399868031055
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1776294318442996147
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1776294318442996147
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1776234221209543162
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1776234221209543162
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775961905351262485
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775961905351262485
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775871705946153352
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775871705946153352
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775569462986477907
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775569462986477907
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775207041843241227
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1775207041843241227
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1773334573750841759
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1773334573750841759
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1770435503084413098
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1770435503084413098
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1760031867724583258
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1760031867724583258

On Twitter, using threads allows us to
showcase our photography and break
up text content on the app with our
unique visuals.

Similar to our
Instagram
coverage, our
producers
created two
threads with
videos and
photos to
encapsulate the
events energy.

Click to view full posts.
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https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1780339149846782128
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1778856190966956533
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777772449335062869
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777393640576274550
https://x.com/UTAShorthorn/status/1777390741599273227

Facebook

Our Facebook readers gear toward informational how-to based content.
For the eclipse, we shared stories such as parking information, where to
watch, eye safety and panel discussions prior to the event.

Click to view full posts.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=950686300394638&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=950686300394638&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=950640080399260&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=950640080399260&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=950585457071389&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=950585457071389&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=947602157369719&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=947602157369719&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=947532347376700&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=947532347376700&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=947329744063627&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=947329744063627&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=946850324111569&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=946850324111569&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=946798604116741&set=a.504159838380622
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=946798604116741&set=a.504159838380622
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Freel%2FC5hg8wBOLe1%2F&h=AT1XIl8J3vSj42qkefDeCmbnUUM0i2nlSmQ_Xmgvj4HofDL6dsv4oCK2ck04za6cT8lBuMwqam2ssS5TmTFqBH-6cFabDLontu1mF487lR3DIEEjTpo7H3mC-z6Ww9HSmoqPce7HZGyytvEojV3gczs&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Freel%2FC5hg8wBOLe1%2F&h=AT1XIl8J3vSj42qkefDeCmbnUUM0i2nlSmQ_Xmgvj4HofDL6dsv4oCK2ck04za6cT8lBuMwqam2ssS5TmTFqBH-6cFabDLontu1mF487lR3DIEEjTpo7H3mC-z6Ww9HSmoqPce7HZGyytvEojV3gczs&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshorthorn.com%2Fmultimedia%2Fphotos-campus-watch-parties-gather-for-historical-eclipse%2Farticle_ca74467e-f61f-11ee-8c13-07075179c38a.html&h=AT2R76rx0iYdUB2j6DcIRz-8XPXSX-s14jRvdvxJhe7Q163aLg29IT5XPqY49mg57_wkIVAuJmni4BGlCNytwxl4-NLFQjHnW6E1t6zkMfI_l4DE-GOhjxkq7jgpe23lHS_v0V4spQ&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshorthorn.com%2Fmultimedia%2Fphotos-campus-watch-parties-gather-for-historical-eclipse%2Farticle_ca74467e-f61f-11ee-8c13-07075179c38a.html&h=AT2R76rx0iYdUB2j6DcIRz-8XPXSX-s14jRvdvxJhe7Q163aLg29IT5XPqY49mg57_wkIVAuJmni4BGlCNytwxl4-NLFQjHnW6E1t6zkMfI_l4DE-GOhjxkq7jgpe23lHS_v0V4spQ&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/945257660937502
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/945257660937502
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/945101204286481
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/945101204286481
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/944480071015261
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/944480071015261
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshorthorn.com%2Fnews%2Fparking-and-transportation-services-emphasize-traffic-concerns-ahead-of-eclipse%2Farticle_216f82f2-f3a2-11ee-a841-1bfe569872cc.html&h=AT0SoCmCciCo0R35uy5eu6ru013U8p8QULx3naaCxrb08cZ1eu4-z5IYSV2oZCZIb5VfOeKqG8v7GdwpgHPJF5WY0J5Ame7-8bpJzgLMjohIphqciCOQnpar-CnsZ-9hcMpHN4X3Zg&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshorthorn.com%2Fnews%2Fparking-and-transportation-services-emphasize-traffic-concerns-ahead-of-eclipse%2Farticle_216f82f2-f3a2-11ee-a841-1bfe569872cc.html&h=AT0SoCmCciCo0R35uy5eu6ru013U8p8QULx3naaCxrb08cZ1eu4-z5IYSV2oZCZIb5VfOeKqG8v7GdwpgHPJF5WY0J5Ame7-8bpJzgLMjohIphqciCOQnpar-CnsZ-9hcMpHN4X3Zg&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/942594384537163
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/942594384537163
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/942468574549744
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/942468574549744
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshorthorn.com%2Fnews%2Fcity-plans-for-eclipse-celebrations-traffic%2Farticle_54997b66-f2c5-11ee-ab38-6fa26ff75c50.html&h=AT02mnjfWwm0nRPc92a-ClmmGT9xtFJRPQGefPuhqK8iMZlhVgFzlPZ0bwZLXyzRNFyEQjX1LgfxM0EGmPdKnPirPoViMAPzBF-oBIDNo1QexoQXi1F7dwoFT-if45Kd9RbD7Ll1VA&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theshorthorn.com%2Fnews%2Fcity-plans-for-eclipse-celebrations-traffic%2Farticle_54997b66-f2c5-11ee-ab38-6fa26ff75c50.html&h=AT02mnjfWwm0nRPc92a-ClmmGT9xtFJRPQGefPuhqK8iMZlhVgFzlPZ0bwZLXyzRNFyEQjX1LgfxM0EGmPdKnPirPoViMAPzBF-oBIDNo1QexoQXi1F7dwoFT-if45Kd9RbD7Ll1VA&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/942297657900169
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/942297657900169
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/941737754622826
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/941737754622826
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/941525827977352
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/941525827977352
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/940270468102888
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/940270468102888
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/936483455148256
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/936483455148256
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/930787689051166
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/930787689051166
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/911792370950698
https://www.facebook.com/theshorthorn/posts/911792370950698

Newsletter

Prepare for Monday's total solar eclipse
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Click to view full newsletter.
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Our newsletter acts as a recap of our
content.

But as we continued to produce
extensive eclipse coverage, we decided
to create a specialty newsletter,
collecting all of our stories into one
location.

The Sunday special gave readers
eleven stories to prepare our audience
for the once-in-a-lifetime event, from
what to know about the eclipse,
locations to view the totality on
campus, safety stories and more.
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https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Solar-Eclipse--Prepare-for-Monday-s-once-in-a-lifetime-event---.html?soid=1110504859604&aid=CA1gEAPF834
https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Solar-Eclipse--Prepare-for-Monday-s-once-in-a-lifetime-event---.html?soid=1110504859604&aid=CA1gEAPF834
https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Solar-Eclipse--Prepare-for-Monday-s-once-in-a-lifetime-event---.html?soid=1110504859604&aid=CA1gEAPF834
https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Solar-Eclipse--Prepare-for-Monday-s-once-in-a-lifetime-event---.html?soid=1110504859604&aid=CA1gEAPF834
https://myemail-api.constantcontact.com/Solar-Eclipse--Prepare-for-Monday-s-once-in-a-lifetime-event---.html?soid=1110504859604&aid=CA1gEAPF834

