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| Must Exist.
(I must exist)

Theworldisjustaseriesof perceptions|form. Based oninformation
that is real? That is wrong? Whether | know it or not, my reality is
just as subjective as the lyrics of songs. Just as curated. As exact,
as performatively effortless.

| learned too early that discerning between a truth and a lie is
unimportant. A lie can be real if you believe it is.

(I must exist).
Everything is real if you believe it is.
(I must exist).

So | lied. | lied, and | lied, and then | lied again. Again and again
and again until | forgot how to discern a truth from a lie.

My truth from the lies that | had spun around myself. | lied about
my origins, | lied about my race, | lied about the sports | liked, the
people | followed, the people | loved, and about those | hate. | lied
to form myself against myself. | lied to affirm myself by making
another one of me. | lied to create a rival, a friend, a completely
new identity.

But | was caught between the two of us. | fractured myself. | caused
a schism, an earthquake, an unhealable rift that tore through the
very essence of my fabric. | was caught in the fiery between: real
or imagined, true or false?

Must | exist?
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I’'m precise in constructing them.
Etching them with needles in the inside of my mind.
Poking, prodding, shaping, chiseling.

| feel my brain contort. | feel it scrunch. | feel it being wrangled.
The tension pulses through it as the fibers begin to give out.

My dreams liquify.
They deform.

| can taste them in the back of my mouth.
They gush right out. Onto the sides of my lips, down my chin, onto
my hands. They squeeze out of my eyes.

Liquid pierces through.

Until my tears are marked by the dreams | dreamt for too long. The
liquid stains the walls. Black. Dark. Opaque. Musty. It slashes. |
am drowning. Sometimes | am consumed. | am trapped by the

vision of who | want to be.

Hope turns into fear. Into dread.
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