
The innovation that the Daily Bruin is submitting is its breaking feed tool, which was first used in 
October 2024.  
 
Notable uses of the feed 
 
The development of the breaking feed tool was an effort undertaken by the Daily Bruin’s main 
site team during Summer 2024 and was first used during The Bruin’s coverage of on-campus 
activities on Oct. 7, 2024 – one year since the attack on Israel by Palestinian political party and 
militant group Hamas. 
 

 
In the first use of the breaking feed, 
the feed allowed us to provide live 
updates of ongoing events on 
campus, which allowed our staff to be 
able to inform the UCLA community 
without having to produce a full 
breaking story immediately for each 
event that occurred on campus. 
These events included a moving 
protest led by Students for Justice in 
Palestine at UCLA, a vigil for victims 
of Oct. 7 and a verbatim play about 
the Hamas led attack in 2023. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Bruin later used the feed to cover Election Night 2024. 
The breaking feed was used to provide live updates of races 
up and down the ballot, ranging from the presidential 
election to the many referendums on California and Los 
Angeles County ballots. 
 
A challenge we aimed to tackle that night was how to 
coordinate posts as multiple stories quickly developed. The 
answer was effectively “all hands on deck.” At any given 
moment, a News editor would edit and fact-check posts that 
came in from contributors. Then, one of two Copy editors on 
shift would “slot” and post the breaking feed posts; to 
mitigate the challenge posed by the volume of posts, one 
Copy editor was responsible for editing on-the-scene 
reporting (such as reports from election watch parties and 
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ballot-counting centers), while another was responsible for updates relating to results. 
 
We later used the breaking feed to cover the strike by 
the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees Local 3299, which represents 
thousands of workers across the UC system. The 
strike led to consolidating dining operations on 
campus, and the breaking feed was instrumental in 
reporting the impacts on students posed by the strike.  
 
A challenge we faced during this strike pertained to 
student demonstrations. On the second day of the 
two-day strike, members of the Student Labor 
Advocacy Project marched through campus buildings; 
we struggled to keep the feed updated with the latest 
information, as posts could often take minutes at a 
time to push from WordPress to our main site. 
 
 
 

 
 
Daily Bruin Sports also used the breaking 
feed to cover UCLA football’s rivalry game 
against USC. Again, the challenge of trying to 
communicate quickly changing information (in 
this case, scores) while dealing with delays 
with WordPress presented itself. However, 
the feed allowed Sports reporters to provide 
commentary throughout the game, enhancing 
the experience The Bruin provided to its 
audience. 
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Arguably the most important use of the breaking feed came during the wildfires across Los 
Angeles County in January. The first few days of the fire outbreak changed so much; UCLA 
students were in just their second day of class since winter break; less than 36 hours later, 
Chancellor Julio Frenk announced that UCLA had cancelled undergraduate classes. Our use of 
the breaking feed, along with standalone articles, allowed us to keep the UCLA community 
informed. Many of our staff had left Westwood by the end of the first week of the fire outbreak, 
but the breaking feed allowed us to fulfill our goal of still informing the UCLA community about 
the developing situation, including the Palisades fire, which prompted an evacuation warning to 
border campus.  
 
 
 
Summary 
 
The Daily Bruin’s breaking feed tool, despite its limitations, has been a key innovation by the 
Daily Bruin that has allowed our organization to fulfill our goal of informing the UCLA community. 

https://dailybruin.com/category/breaking/ucla-vs-usc-2024

