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International student’s F-1 visa
revoked at El Camino

By EricaLee

An El Camino College student’s F-1 visa was revoked last week
during spring break, ECC President Brenda Thames said in an
announcement at the College Council meeting on Monday,
April 21.

Over 1,700 international students from more than 270
colleges and universities have had their F-1 visas revoked as of
Wednesday, April 23, accordingto Inside Higher Ed.

This is the only known revocation of an ECC international
student’s visa amid a nationwide rise in student visa
revocations. The ECC student was not identified during the

meeting. An El Camino College international student's visa was revoked
during spring break, President Brenda Thames said at the College

F-1 visas allow foreign nationals to study at academic Council meeting Monday, April 21, at the Kenneth A. Brown Board

institutions in the United States. The recent revocations come Room in the Administration Building, as seen on Tuesday, April 22.

This is the only known revocation of an ECC international student’s
F-1visaamid arise in visa revocations occurring across the United
States. (Nikki Yunker | The Union)

after the Trump administration effected two executive orders
in January related to visa authorization and enforcement.

Amy Herrschaft, counselor for the International Student
Program at ECC, said during the meeting that information received from the federal government about the situation is vague.

Herrschaft said that ECC was given a standard statement which said the action was “background-check related” or a “visa revocation.”

“We just know that [the student’s] records with us, as an international student, are no longer valid,” she said. “But that information is not
given to us and limited information is given to the student as well.”

Lillian Justice, registrar at Enrollment Services, said during the meeting that the student is still considered enrolled at ECC.

Several student newspapers at community colleges in California have reported visa revocations happening to students at other
institutions.

A visa revocation occurred to one student in the Los Rios Community College District according to the American River Current as of
Wednesday, April 9.

Nine students from the Foothill-De Anza Community College District, which operates two colleges in Northern California, had their visas
either revoked or terminated, according to La Voz News as of Friday, April 11.
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Two students at Pasadena City College had their visas revoked according to the Courier as of Tuesday, &pril 15,
At Santa Monica College, ten student visas bave been “terminated,” sccording to the Corsalr as of Wednesdiy, April 22

The number of ECC students holding F-1 visas in fall 2024 was 34 L which comprised L5% of enrollment. according to the California
Comrmunity Collepes Chancellor's Ofhice Data Mart, an online database of statistics from the state’s bwo-year colleges.

Thames said the CCCO s collecting Infarmation on International student visa revecations from college campuses across the stale,
Herrshaft satd that some International students may not have access bo higher education In thelr home countrles.

“We don't want to eliminate that cpportunity to come here and study on an F-1 visa," Herrshaft sald during the meeting. | think that it's a
balancing st for sure in berms of making sure we're continuing to support our students,”

Alirezs Ahmadpadr, art history professor and College Councll facllities steering committee voter, sald the campars cormmunity should be
infarmed about the rewocation,

*I think we should inform the restof the community, the other students.,, to see what they can do to stand up for their classamates”
Ahmadpour said, "My point is, we can create movemeants against this nonsense”

This /5 a develpping sfore
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By Erica Lee

They call her “Na’cho.”

From underneath the rim of a shiny black S1 helmet that
glitters in the outdoor basketball court’s bright floodlights, she
silently observes the pattern of her teammates’ movements.
Her shoulder-length hair, done up in finger-wide locs, frames
her face.

At this practice, no one has completed the obstacle course. The
skater who went before her was knocked out of bounds

halfway through.
On the sharp blow of the coach’s whistle, Na'cho kicks into Since 2018, Keiana Daniel (middle) has been playing for the Badfish
gear. Roller Derby league in Long Beach as a blocker and ajammer. (Erica

Lee | Warrior Life)
The obstacle course, consisting of two jagged lines of six
skaters, moves back and forth like targets in a carnival game;
darting from side to side, never twisting or turning their bodies away from their opponent.

Na’cho skilfully moves past her first obstacle, then carefully side steps the next on the toe stops of her quad skates past the opening the
third skater makes.

To the frenzied strumming of electric guitars and bass of 90s alternative rock thundering in the background, she swiftly and expertly
dodges her obstacles and clears the course to the cheering of her teammates waiting on the sidelines.
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(LR} Manuel Grimaldo, Alle Quistberg, Jenn Lee, Elise Yu, Cynthka Beers, Alma Grimsaide and Ketana Danesl
lir up at Junipara Beach Sports Centar in Long Beach on Saturday, April 19, Foundad in 2014 and named after
& Sublirme song, Bediish s one of four roller derby leagues representing the South Bay. (Erca Les | Warrior Lifa)

AL che Tlashes therm a broad grin, a black mouth guard carefully hited over her teath, the lapels of haer Back 2ip-ep hoode Tlutlering in the
breezre like a cape, Ma'tho makes a triumghant victory lap before returming to the line for another round,

By night; Ma'che Luckiday is the indomitable jarmmer and blocker of the Badfsh Roller Derby League,
By day, she & Keianas Daniel, the student success coardinator for the Black Student Swuecess Canter at Bl Camino College.
Sirce 2018, Danbel, 34, has led the growth and development of beo communities.

Oine them is the Black Student Success Center, a support system as ECC students navigate community college life in pursuit of their
academic and personal goals,

The ather are the skaters of Badfish, a pool of new talent and seatoned pros fram all wallks of life who come topether to practice and
compete agaEnst other rollar derby leagues From across the state snd beyond

The United Skates of America

Back Inthe #0s, long befare she becamea “MNa'cho Luckiday” Kelana Danlel was just 3 girl growing up in Seuthern Californla who boved books
and sports. While she calls Riverside "home,” ber schooling would take her to Morwalk, La Habra, Cerritos snd Long Beach

She played soceer, volleyball and was even an a gwim team,
“Athletlcs have always been a bip part of my life,” Dandel sald. *So §s reading, still dogs”

Like mamy girls growing up in the $0s, Daniel found escapism infantasy novels and the American Girl books, & series of historical fiction
siories based on a line of dolis.



Addy Walker, the courageous P-year-ald who fled to freedom on the Underground Rallread, was her favorite character,
“Thera's this resifience n her story that really just made re exclted to see her achieve something,” she sald.
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Kodana Danded gears up with membaors of the Badfish Rollar Darby league &t Juniparo Beach Sports Court'in
Lang Beach on Salurday, Apal 19, Since 2018, Dandel has been servicing Badfish as a jammer amd bocker with
a slint as 8 coach. (Erica Lea | Wamior Lifa)

While she wouldn't know it yet, reading Addy's stories where she got to abtend school, make friends and even have a birthday celebration
a5 & free girl in Philadelphia (it a spark in Daniel. That one day, she'll grow up to help others fmd their patential and achieve their goalsin
academics and more.

Im thae meamtime, Danied was an elementary school student learning how to roller skate,

FHer dad would take her and her sister (o Skate Depat in Cerritas for lessans, Skate Depat, which was featured in the 2018 documentary
“United Skates” about African-American roller skating cutture, chosed in 2014,

Craniel's first pair of skates was a rental
“My parents’ rule 15, "try something out, I you really love it then we can imest,” Danied said.

When she was 10 years old, she graduated to a pabr of black Reldell quad skates with red whesls. Thase would eventually be the first skates
shar would use at a roller derby practice over a decade later,

Cuit ta 20046,
After graduating with a master's degree in linpudstics at California State Uniwersity, Long Beach, Danlel returned toowork with their TRIO
Tatent Search program, which helps low-income and first-gemeration high school students from Long Beach and the surrounding

comrunities go to collepe,

One day, a coworker offered to take her to a rolker derby practice after work



It weas for Bachsh, 2 bocal league the cowarker skated with wrder the name "Mecromancy”

“They [skaters] were |Ust like these superstars” Danlel said, " bust watching them Blow through a warmm-up was Both intkmidating and
inspiring”

In her mid to late-twentios, she had a desire to be just like those skatars.
“And 50, It was just lke that, | wanted to be like them,” Danied said,
“Mokse, codor, body contact”

Riofler derty's roots go back to 1930s Chicago.

That was when Leo Seitzer, 3 one-time movie theater owner from Qregon, made the career switch to capitalizing an one of theo biggest fads
sweeping the nathon at the time: endurance contests.

Flagpole sitting, walksthons and dance marathons gave Americans an escape from the drudgery of the Great Depression. Some could even
win maney if they stuck it aut long enough and outlast their competition.

His latest venture wouldn't be ary different.

After reading an articke in "Literary Digest” abouwt howe $0% of Americans hawe tried roller skating, Seltzer decided to cashin on these early
ultrarnarathons by combining the b,

It woorked.

Twenty thousand people packed the Chicago Colisaum to watch zs fwo teams, consisting of a man and 3 woman, attempted to skate
57,000 Llaps around a flat irack at the first-ever Transoontinental Derby on Aug. 13, 19335,

When attendance began bo show down beio years later, Seltzer needed to inject some fresh blood if he hoped to continue bringing in the
crovds,

That was when sportswriter Damon Runyon suggested spilling blood,
Intraducing full-contact prowed bo be s monumental success.

Like professional wrestling today, roller derby in the 1930s to the 1970s drew in the crowds with violence and over-the-top theatrics,
Players were encouraged to shove, hit headlock and even get inta fist fights with their opponents,

Thers were even accusations that some matches were rigped.

“Moise, color, body contact) Seltzer saidin a 1971 article for The Mew York Times when asked to descritse roller derby's appeal,
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[L-R} Badfizh Roller Derby skaters Alma Grimalda, Alie Quistherg, fenn Lee, Ellse Wu, Cynthia Beers and Kelana
Danial goof off at Jenegpsss Beach Sports Canber on Saturday, Apel 19, (Erica Lee | Warmior Life)

Bust br 1973, Saltzer's son Jenry had shut down the rolker derby empine his dad had balt, citing high maintenance and travel costs. Because
the elder Seltzer had owned all the teams in the league, they had disappeared

There were attempts to revive roller derby In the 805 amd 505
Bust roller derby wouldn't experience a full-blown resurrection until the early 2000s.

That was when a growp of womaen in Austin Texas, decided to bring back the sport but with a feminist bent, This time, the teams were ali-
women with a strong DEY culture and elements barrowed fram the Austin drag scene.

According to the Women's Flat Track Derby Association, there were currently £13 member leagues spread across six continents by 2024,
Whip 1t

Althaugh they are not o WFTDA-ranked league, Badhish Boller Derby Tollowes their nobes and regutations.

The rules af rofler derby are simple

A roller derby bout consists of two 30-minube pericds. Active game play during those periads i calbed "jame.” which can last up to teo
T P,

Each team can have up to five skaters, four blockess and a jarmmer.



(LR} Manuel *Crespy Taco® Grimaido and Kelana "MNa'cho Lickiday® practice together for an upeorming bout at
El Dorado Regional Park on Tuesday, Manch 25. {Erica Les | Warmior Lifie)

The jarmmer, v wears a helmet cover with 2 star, scores poinis by passing the bbosckers on the opposing team and making a successful lap
argund the track,

The tearwith the rost points at the end of the game wins.

Fownded in 2014 and named after a Sublime song. Badfich ic 3 flat track roller derby team from Long Beach. They are one of four rolker
deshy leapues baged in the South Bay,

Flat track rofler derby refers bo the flat oval track onwhich skataers roll

This s in contrast to hanked track roller derkby, which takes place on a slanted track and is ingrained in pog cufture with movies such as
20045 "Whip 11° and 2020' "Birds of Prey”

Banked track alsoincreases the chances of injury from falling out of range during bowts,

Mot that flat track derby doesn’t come with its owmn risks

During a scrimmage in 2018, Daniel lost a toonail,

“They sormehow convinced me 1o B2 3 amimer, $he asd “And | o4t a toenadl that day,

To be falr, she had played ag a jammer during practice. Her beammates had seen her incredible dodging skills and knew she could do it
“It really pushed me out of my comfort zone” she said. °| laughed aboat it later, [t's fine, toanails grow back”

Breaking Barriers

Theres ng such Ehing % an average day in the Center, Danlel said.



A day at the Black Student Success Center can range from a "gipgle-fest” where staff and students bond over upcoming events and share
and celebrate their accomplishments. Other days, Danigl can b seen showing around high schoof stedents who plan on enralling at E
Camino. And ather days, the mood Is more sombser,

“The last few weeks, there's been more therapy referrals than I've had m the past,” she said.

The center is a hub for the college’s student athletes, whe are gobsmacked that their mentor plays just as hard and |ifts a5 hard as they can,

Kedana Dandel works with her felow rofler derby eemmates o create & "wall® during a practica al El Doredo
Regional Park an Tussday, March 25, A wall & a formation in 'which the blockars eam up to slop the opposing
tearm’s [ammer from passing and sconing points. (Erca Lee | Warmor Life)

“Last semester, | got chadlenpad in person with 3 festball plaver, Daniel s&d. " We went ios-10-1oe 1o Lee hiw many [repatitione] we can do,
It weas wvery crazy)”

As one of the feunders of the Black Student Success Center, Daniel's heart and soul went into the creation of a commanity space where E|
Camino's Black studemts can thrive.

“She's passionate, she is very student-centered.” Chris Hurd, the Student Eguity and Achievement counselor and Daniel's colleapuwe said
“5he iz someans wha hights fearlessly for the best mterast al her g liiclans

There's even a personal touch with bwo pothos cuttings at the front desk. These came from Canbel’s own plants at home, which she shares
weith her wife of two years and their tiny box turtles, Bert and Ernie.

When the B55C cdoses for the day at & 30 gon. thats when Daniel starts to mase The change o MNacho.

Tell me, are vou a Badfish too?



Badfish practice beging just as the sun e84 and the fghts surrounding the basketball oourt at Long Beach's El Dorada Park burst to life, The
air is filled with cheers from the baseball field, where a girks” softhall tearm plays, and the rush of ainplanes landing at the nearbry Long Beach
Airpart

The tirme it takes te reach El Dorade Park frem ECC s an hour if one takes the Interstate 405,
For Draniel, the commute can take 10 fo 15 minutes from her home in the LB area if she takes Interstate %1
Like Clark Kent, she ssamiossly makes the transition to har secret identity

By the tirme she rolis up to the basketball court at 7 o'clock, with her gear bag and skates in tow, the thin black and gold glasses she had
bean wearing at El Caménn earfier that day have come off She's not Keiana Daniel ampmore,

sha is Ma'cho Luckiday

Rodler Derby names act 05 a secret identity

Thisis where the influence of the Sustin drag scene over 20 yaars sgo comes Into play.
These skaters come from all walks of life

They are students, doctors, teachers and business owners, Their derby names reflect their personality. It can be chosen by the skater or
someane chose o them,

They're like drag names, but more risgué and vickent. Mames like Slammin De Bears. Liama Trauma. Esmay Hunt. Kandi The Kid. Malice in
Wonder land,

Memibers of the Badfish Rolier Derty team come in for 8 huddle at Junipero Beach Sports Cenier on Saturday,
April 19 (Erica Lee | Warrior Like)

In the caise of Macho Luckiday, her name came from brainstorming ideas with a skater who went by "Mandatory Beat Down?



"We tried 3 play on iy sctual name because [t kind of ke Keanu Reeves from The Matris” Danlel said "We tried that and we were like,
yeah, it doesn't really give derbny™

Cinan average might, there can be wp to 40 skaters practicing in one of the bwo basketball courts, Some skaters have been with Badfish
since the baginning.

Oithers come from other leaguees and teams. AL least thres once skated for Beach Cities Roller Derby, a WFTDA league that disbanded
during the pandemdc,

“We have a comradery that is unigue to the area bacause we have had rolber derby here for 5o bong and people who have played for so long'
Shayna “Plaeon” Meikle said.

Once incharge of Beach Cities Roller Derby, she |5 also awner of Figeon's Skate Shop in Long Beach as well as Pigeon's Roller Rink.

“That's the beautiful thing about rolber derbry. There are sa mary reasons it draws people |n.. trom finding soclal proups to petting athletic
discipline to finding happiness again The [ist goes on,” Maikle said,

The Badhsh skaters split off inte tao practice growps

The bapinners are known &s the *gupples.” skaters learning bacic skills and the rules of roller derby. To mowe on to the nesct group, dnoen as
the “school,” they must pass an assessment test.

This week, the school Is practicing for an upcoming bout that will be held in Corona.
“We have o travel everywhers for our garses because our track i too small” Badhsh Prestdent Cymthia Beers sadd.

The basketball court that serves as a makeshift roller derby track measures 20 feet by 605 feet. There's not enough room for the referee to
stand. There's not even room for spectators,

The lack of a harme track invites the epportunity for the Badfsh Roller Derby teem to get out of the fenced-in canfines of thelr practice
EACE,

“Wewent to Alaska East year, Elise Vu, who skates as "Deja Brulse, said "Casa Grande, Arizona, Oceandgide, San Diego... People in Hawaii
want us to go there, Sovesh, we get o travel 3 lot, which s fun”

Trawed costs are covered through fundraising and marchandise sales.

Thess include sparkly stickers, T-shirts, hoodies and hats, There's a Pride-themed Badfish shirt featuring thele team amblem, an anglerfish
with & pair of skated feet sticking out of its toot by maw.

Cranial sticks by Creepy Taco, one of the derby coaches, as the scheol skaters practice blocking and jamming, sirmlating gameplay.

“There it i, there it is,” she rmurmurs, watching as one jammer searvlesshy passes the three blockers, wig have linked arms and are pivaling
toand fro, trying to stop their epposition from scoring

Then sha calls out, “nice, good job!® a5 the jammer broaks past the wall andd procoeds bo skate 2 lap around the track,
When another skater is knecked down, she's the first (o offer combart and support
The best tradt a roller derby coach can have |s leadership.

“Whan you are a coach, you are a leader and you hawve to keep your cool and be non-biased,” Meikel said. "If a coachican bring a team
together, that's really powerful”

Although It's been twoyears since she last coached for Badhish, the Instinct ks still there. Mentoring others doesmt stop at EI Cammino. 18
goas far beyond the confines of the campus.



Badiish Folier Derby league members huddle on Saturdey, April 19, Practice sessions end when thay pub thed
hards in and shout, "Bah... Bah.., Badfish!® (Erica Laa | Warriar Life)

“Ma'cho s very good at explaining things inderby” Ezra Messar, a studio arts major at ECC who skates as Kandi the Kid, said_ 1 look up to
Ma'chio, Ma'cho is strong.”

When she is on shates, Dande] can be as swift &2 a running river ar as formidable as a mountain

“I'm just hitting you in vain" one Badfish skater said during a blocking exercise, This is when bwio skaters are paired off. The blocker,
ASSUMIng & crouching derby stance, has 1o stop her gartner, who 15 pushing against her, Irodm moving.

Ty as she might, the other skater can't force Danlel to budge.
Cranial sees herself more as a blocker, bt has escelled as a jammer,

“This pear is different, switching it up,” Damiel said. "We'll sea, Maybe | will be a pivot. Who knows?™
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Blast from the past: ECC
cosmetology students showcase their
skills in a parade of vintage styles

By Erica Lee

“Califormia Dreaming” by The Mamas & The Pagas plays from
the [1) booth as Moelle Boyd enters the spotlight

Vinkage sunglasses protect her eyes from the blinding stage
lights as shie sashays down the stage In a grey pinafiore dress
and patent l=ather Mary Janes. She stops at the sdpe to perch
her sunglasses an bop of her bright red halr, carefully teased

into a bowuttant, and strikes a pose,

Far the 20-year-old cosmetobogy major, this is the moment
wpehs spent studying 19480s fashion and creating & ook that
paid homage ta actress Sharon Tate has been bullding up to

From retro flips to foot-high lberty spikes, the El Camino

College cosmetalogy department took osver the Campus

Theatre stage on Wednesday ndght for a retrospactive of
wintage styles as part of its Sth anmaeal hair show,

Ashley Labayen, left, and her fellow stylists jam to Donna Summer

during their performance as "Disco Diva Dolks" at the 3th annual haar
&b on Diesc, o, (EFica Lee | The Linicon)

“It's a performance, but It's also decumenting eserything they learned in cosmetobegy about styling halr, putting together a ksok and
fallowing that rude of the look!” Charlene Brewer-Smith, professor of cosmetodogy, said,

Dver &0 students, saplit into fve groups, worked together to put on a parade celebrating Fashion from the 19505 to the 2000

“We display wisualks and physical exmnples of things that welve learned | cosrmetology major Lucy Dallawe, 22, sald. *It's Inspired by things
lilke decades, themes and movies and we use gur skilks to replicate visuals from thase times”

The hair show began at 7 pom. with an opening act by the freshiman coametalogy studenis

They staped a circus performance set to "The Greatest Show! complete with ringmasters, clowns and a llan tamer who wielded her floor-
length beaid like 3 whip.
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A modal represanting the punk aasthatic of the 90s adds a layer of hairspray to har libardy spikes during a
performance al the El Camino College cosmetology departrmernt's Sth annual hal show at the Campus Theatre
on Dk, 4. (Erica Lea | The Union)

Cnier 100 people attended the hair show, many of whom are family and friends of the stylists.

“We came last yoar, Chelsea Margquerz, stepmother to student Cecelia Marquez, said. "We'va bean coming every year she's been in the
pragram. She co-choreopraphed it, sowe're realby excited

“Bibbids Bobbédi Boo® heralded the entrance of the 1950x, where greasers rocked out to Elvis and a model ina dermure pink dress passed
ol lalflipops 1o " Ledlipagp,

The 1940s celebrated fashion loons Twigey, Brigitte Bardok and Sharon Tate before the models disappeared offstape then reappeared
again as the Beatles, complete with matching suits and shag wigs, to perform "Come Together,

The 19708, resplendent in glittering jumpsults as Disca Diva olls, made their entrance ks by storming the alsles and wielding "Flower
Power” picket signs to a medley of Donna Summer.



Noalle Boyd, centar, and har fallow graduating classmates recaive fliowors af the condusion of the 5th annual
harir show on Dec 4. (Efca Lee | The Union)

At 29 participants, many of wham are gart of the cosmetology departrment's night classes, the 80s showed that "Girks Just Wanmsa Have
Fun® with a night out in nean fjumpsuits and bold graphic prints,

“lused to be a dancer, s0it browght back everything tome and | loved it,” cosrmetology major Ceceliz Marguez, 22, said, "l wed towatch a
lok of B0Ys mowies and | boved the half up, half done halrstyle”

When it came to the %05, pop culture reigned supreme with models paying homage to “Friends” with a Phoebe look-a-like and the infamous
crank call soene from “Soraam,’

With a proclamation that “the princess |5 here” from Clara and Missy Elllot's 2004 hit "1, 2 Step.” madels showed off 2000's materiatism in
pink welour tracksuits and halrstyles invoking stars fike Jeonifer Lopez and Bovonce,

While the might was a celabration of the shylists skills, the nght was alse a bittersweat reminder that this weas the gr"'.".lr'llﬂ fimade for Some.

Graduating students were applauded for thelr hard weork and rewarded with bougquets of flowers. Brewer-Srndth noted that, at the
beginning of her tenure at El Caming, many students didn't graduate.



El Camino Collagae cosmatolegy studenls pay homege o the 90's with the "do you like scary movies” scena from
"Seream” as parl of Ihe 51k anmasdl hair show an Dec, 4, {Efca Lees | The Unican)

“We're showing them bhow to do it and we're pushing it she said. " Yow were ina good place and at a good time.”
For those students leaving. Dec, 4 marks their ast hurcah before moving an to the next chapler in their lives,

“I'm haplng to get out of this ane last gpodbye for rvy class Because this is my last semester and it's the last activity we'll et to do tagether
before | leave” Boyd said
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Smitten with Badminton: New club

invites all to play

By EricaLee

Rubber sneaker soles squeak against the polished wooden
floor of the basketball court.

The air is filled with a series of whooshing sounds, punctuated
by the loud thwacks of shuttles as they hit the racquets before
hurtling over the high net.

The players quickly dart from side to side, intercepting the
shuttle when it enters their side of the court.

They play in doubles to accommodate the 28 people who have
shown up tonight.

More people are expected to join in the coming weeks.

And tonight is only their third meeting.

Members of the El Camino College Badminton Club share a laugh
with club adviser and badminton coach David Levin on Wednesday,
April 2in the ECC Gym Complex. (Oriana De Quay | The Union)


https://eccunion.com/features/2025/04/07/smitten-with-badminton/

Administration of ustice and business sdministration major Anya Gore survails the EL Caméno Colega
Badminton club members in the ECC Gym Cormples on 'Wednesday, March 28, Gore plays for the ECC

Badminton team. Having starbed playing im her backyard, she took badminton seriously at 12 years old and
payved in high school and now college, she said, (Orana de Cuay | The Linion)

The El Camino College Badminton Club is one of the newest student-run organizations on campus, They made their debut at the Spring
2025 Club Rush.

They meet baice weekly on Monday and Wednesday night, from 7:30 to 930 pomy, in the ECC Gym Complex,
It is the brainchild of Marisela Gomez, 30, a high schoal sasbstitute teacher and club secretars and her sister Maria
Sihe had been taking Titness classes a1 ECC since fall 2023, but there was something special about the badminton course they Look,

"My sister and | raally lowe the class” Gomez sald. 5o we talked to Coach [David Levin], and he sald we didn't have the club. 5o | decided to
start the process of making the chub”



El Camino Collage Badminton Club founder Marisala Gomaz and ECIC badmintan coach Dendd Lendn catch up in
1he gyrrnasium during the Badminton Club mesting Wednesday, April 2, Many in ihe badminbon ciass lasd
samesber wantad & club to be created for the sport. Gomez said. Sha pushad the idea furthar and finalized the
paperwork bo make i happen, [Dhana de Duay | The LUnion)

With the help of members of ECC s woman's badminton team, four of whom serw in leadership posstions, Gomer started crafting the club
constituthen, talking to the collepe for access to the pymnasiom and applying for the official notice

By Crecember 2024, the Inter-Club Council approved the ECC Badminton Cluk's application.

| dignv't think there's ever besn a badminton club before this one,” Lewin said, "Moot that | knows of There's team badminton at El Caming srd
thera's badminton in the corrjoulum.

Badminton is a racquet sport whoee origins can be traced back to ndia

Like tennis and pickleball, the goal of badminton is to score points by landing the shuttle, a feathery projectile also known as a “shuttlecock”
or “bérdie” Into the epponant's side of the cowrt

Players must score 21 points to win a game, Badminton is played as "best out of three,” meaning the winner is determined after winning
bt games,



WARRIORS

BADMINTON

[L-R) Badmintan Club intar-Club Couwncil represantative Montila Winyaworapon, 26, and club Wice Presidant
Susrany Wik, 20, Keep track of paints during & match al the Badminion Club mesting Wednesdasy, Aprl Z in tha EI
Camino Colege Gym Complex. The club's biggest tumout consisted of fifty peopls. "We created the clulr 5o
evaryone could play,” Kilos saed, (Orana de Coory | The Uinion)

British army offscers, who had been introduced to the sport while stationed i India, brought it to England in the 18480s

The name comes [rosm the astate of the Dubke of Beauforl, Badmertan Hauss, whese he introdusad the game ta his friends at an 1873 [yan
party.

Today, badmintan is the second most popular sport worldwide, It s popular in Asian countries such as China, Thailand and Indonesia,
Howrever, hadminton 5 naw gaining popularity m the Unived States

According to Google Trends, which analyzes search trends, badminkon saw a sharp spike In popularity bebween July and August 20024,
This coincides with the 2024 Olympic Games in Pasis, where badminboen is an Ohemipic sport.

For the Badménton Club, the interest was more faoe-to-face



El Camino Collaga Badminton cluk prasident Anye Gora, 18, watches for the birdie during & badminton match
Wednesday, April 2 Gore plays on the ECL badminton team and runs the Badmindon Club, She graduaied hgh
school at 16 by passing her Callfornia High School Proficiency Examingtion. and came to El Camino College the
{ollowing year rmagoning in bolh business adminisiration and adminisiration of juslice, [DhAana de Cuay | The
Union)

“A lot of people don't know about the sport, 5o once they heard about It during the Cleb RBush, they were inferested.’ Maontika
Winyvaworapon, 26, said. The kinesiology major pulls double duty a5 2 mamber of the ECC badminton team and its club's ICC
representative “They show up and they enjoy (£

Experience isn't a requirement to sign up for the Badminton Club.

The college provides the recguets and shutties needed to play, All members reed to bring are a pair of suitable shoes

M black sohes are dlowed, as the clubs Instagram acoount has to remind it -over FO Tollowers, because they “will damage the oot by
leawing back marks, which are impossibée to resmiove,”

Dwring the spring 2023 Club Rush, the Badminton Club saw over 76 peapbe sign up over bwo days
e wiere there for Bhree days, wed hae more people sign up, Winkksoripon sad,
The apes of the members span from late teens o 50,

| like everything becausa there is no age limit,” Maja Mandic, 50, a language academy student from Serbia, said. “There are great people
winsd play sawell, but 1T mportant 1o kave fun,



El Caming college Badminton club founder Marnisela Gomeaz, 30, rallies al the ECC gym on Wednesday, Apnl 2,

Gomez is a substitube teacher and copy aditor. Gomez says, she feels rewardad waiching the joy people gat
frarm leaming. (Oriana de Quay | The Union)

For the March 2& maneting, the gymnasium was comeeried into six temgorany badminton courts

The plavers pair off Tor doubles matches, while others wakl on the sidelines far their turn, Others pongregate at the center of the

Eymnasium o practice their swings and serves

"ty hpee is that i condinues, that it's not just a2 ome-semester event” Levin said, “BH it takes is one person tomake it happen”
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