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Colleges no longer labeled protected from ICE

By Shehzil Imran
Editor-in-Chief

During the last presidentia race,
Donad Trump and JD Vance told
citizens that they will have drict-
er immigration laws. According to
Hunton.com, on Jan. 21, the De-
partment of Homeland Security got
rid of a policy established during
the Biden-era, in which schools/
colleges, hospitals and places of
worship were “protected aress.”
Meaning, immigration officers were
supposed to avoid these spaces.

Given these new circumstances,
Ddllas College has established an
official protocol for staff and faculty
to follow if an immigration officer is
spotted on campus. “1 think that there
may be some students who choose
not to come to campus very much
just because they’'re concerned,
and | understand that,” Adrien
Cueler-McGuire, president of the
Brookhaven campus Faculty Asso-
ciaion, said. “... | think it's a very
real posshility that [immigration
can] come to campus, [but] | hope it
doesn’t happen —and | hope that stu-
dents will still come to campus, till
get the educetion that they’re paying
for, that's so important.”

According to Cueler-McGuire
and the district email sent by Ddllas
College, if an immigration officer is
spotted on campus and/or goes to a
classroom, faculty and gaff have
been advised to direct the officer to
Brookhaven President Madeline Bu-
rillo-Hopkins office in the A Build-
ing. Afterwards, Burillo will aert
campus policeto escort theimmigra
tion officer(s) around campus.

It should also be noted that in one

of the emails, Ddlas College dso
said that “under current law, no em-
ployee of Dallas College is required
to assst federal immigration authori-
ties... absent awarrant.”

If the officer does not want to
comply by going to Burillo’s office,
the faculty/staff member is advised
to call campus security at 972-860-
4290. Cueller-McGuire recommend-
ed to al members of the Faculty
Association to save the campus po-
lice's number in their cell phones.
“It would be better than [using] the
panic buttons now on the phones
there [in the classrooms],” she said.
“That kind of heightens the situation
for them, because they fed like, ‘Oh
no, something's really wrong,” and |
think it's very important that we all
stay calm, especially for the students,
so0 that they’re not more upset than
they might be.”

According to NPR, Trump com-
plained that the issue with immigra-
tion under the Biden-era was that
Biden alowed a high number of
migrants “committing crimes’ into
the country. Adjunct instructor of
government in the School of Law
and Public Policy and loca attorney
David Griggs said that the previous
administration was trying to enforce
the U.S. asylum laws, which alows
individuals who are escaping from
politica unrest or from serious fac-
tors, such as gangs that they need to
escape from, to apply for asylum in
the country.

During the Trump administra-
tion’s first round, they tried to im-
pose a requirement that those pre-
viousdy mentioned immigrants stay
in Mexico, under Title 42 — which
the Biden administration eliminated,

going back to the original immigra-
tion laws. However, Trump’s current
administration is now wanting to
bring that previous policy from 2016
back.

“It's just a difference of philoso-
phy as to how you want to approach
it,” Griggs said. “... We've aways
been known as a country that accept-
ed immigrants. We have a Statue of
Liberty that basically says, ‘we wel-
come you to come here and start a
new life..." so it does go against the
image of Americafor usto have such
a drict policy... we need to have
comprehensive immigration reform
passed by Congress, and it needs to
include al aspects of the immigra
tion question, because part of the
system is broken. There's no doubt,
but we can fix it if we can bring the
parties together to work on a com-
promise. The problem isthat the two
parties are far apart on what they be-
lieveisthe solution.”

Due to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement being alowed in “safe
spaces’ that they were previoudy
barred from, concern has been raised
throughout the country by many
people — including those on the
Brookhaven campus.

“Let me say this, much of thisis
vibrato, meaning that it is an attempt
to try to scare people,” Griggs said.
“They may not ultimately go that far
in trying to ‘round up al the immi-
grants,” that may not happen. But un-
fortunately, it's going to put afear in
alot of people, especialy those who
are undocumented.”

Lilian Cordero Lopez, an interna-
tional student from Mexico at Dallas
College, said that while she is not
undocumented, she is still worried

for people in her network that may
not share the same satus. “l try to
isolate mysdlf alot from the outside
world to avoid... bad experiences,”
Lopez said. “Persondly, I’ ve been. ..
feeling so hopeless and helpless and
just fedling like my hands are tied.”

Lopez dso said that as someone
with brown skin, Native American
facia features and Spanish as her
first language, she fears that other
factors such as racial profiling will
contribute to further tenson and
make people with attributes like her
“walking targets.”

“I can't change who | am,” Lo-
pez said. “No matter how much |
do, that's never going to change...
there’'s nothing | can do about it.
| shouldn’t be doing anything to

take away my identity, who | am. |
shouldn’t be hiding who Lilian is,
because | was born this — | will die
this Mexican with brown skin, Na-
tive American facial features, Span-
ish as amother tongue. That'swho |
am... that'sforever me.”

Griggs said that while he doesn’t
think students should have to worry
if they do not have acriminal record,
as the adminigtration claimsthey are
targeting “migrants with a crimina
record,” he gill recommends to the
community to remain vigilant.

“You would probably want to get
an attorney very quickly [and] not
say a lot of things to the officers, es-
pecidly if you have anything to hide,
but cooperate,” Griggs said. “I'm
also an atorney, so | know that the
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best way to deal with that is to fight
it in court... if a student has a felo-
ny and they are undocumented, that
might be more cause for concern, but
just average studentswho are hereon
an f1 visa, | don't think that there's
anything to worry about.”

Griggs, Cudler-McGuire and Lo-
pez dl acknowledge that these con-
cernswith | CE may takeamenta toll
on students and advise them to reach
out to Dallas College counselors for
help and resources. “Prioritize your
mental health, look for help,” Lopez
said. “With the counsdlors at Dallas
College, if you need them, reach out
to them, because they are there for
us. Don't hesitate if you fedl like you
might need them... [because] it prob-
ably meansthat you do need them.”

Campus food pantry provides community with needed supplies
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Brookhaven's food pantry supplies community with food and clothing options, as well as items such as diapers.

By Edith Palacios
Contributing Writer

Brookhaven's food pantry is
more than a place to get a meal
— it serves students, staff, faculty
and the community by lending a
hand in ways Brookhaveans may
not have otherwise thought of.

The pantry’s mission is to help
Brookhaven’s community with
daily essentials and provide ev-
eryday support for their needs.
“The food pantry is here to help
students and community members
with their daily substance and any
available requirement that we can
serveto,” said Syed Tulush Shams

Mahmood, a staff member of the
food pantry.

The food pantry has expand-
ed its services to frozen goods,
shacks, drinks, clothing and child-
care products. On a larger scale,
the pantry also helpswith housing,
financial aid support and more.

Brookhaveans now have access

to fresh items like frozen meat,
dry products and proteins such as
milk and eggs. For those on the go,
there are snacks such as cups of ra-
men, chips and granola bars, which
are always in high demand. Addi-
tionally, there is a coffee station to
keep students fueled for the day.

Student Thi Ngoc Ny frequently
visits the food pantry and has also
given back by donating clothing
to help others. “I usually go to the
food pantry to grab a snack before
my class,” Ny said. “I get hungry,
so I come here to find something
like a snack or milk to fill my stom-
ach. It helped me alot.”

Some may know that Brookha-
veans can also get clothes from the
pantry. One can go through the va-
riety of donated clothing and find
exactly what meets one's needs,
including jackets, sweaters, shirts,
pants, suits, ties, dresses and shoes.
Each student can receive up to five
items a month.

In the winter season, essential
warm items become more popu-
lar, such as trousers and pants, as
well as winter jackets. Mahmood
said warm wear gets snatched up

quickly.

Brookhaveans who stop by the
pantry can choose two items from
their weekly food shopping, as
well as two items daily from the
grab-and-go selection. They also
have an option to choose one item
from the freezer or refrigerator
each week if they choose.

Parents and single parents can
also benefit from the pantry. A few
items that are easily accessible are
child products, such as car seats
and baby strollers. A family care
program is also offered to help
mothers or parents on campus.

Outside sources referred by the
pantry that not many may know
about are Catholic Charities, Met-
ro Care and Metro Crest Services.
They can also helplocate assistance
to file a SNAP application. Lashae
Miller, Student Care Coordinator
and networker said, “This is a no
shame, no judgment environment.”

“The fact that it's open to all is
usually a mystery to most of the
public that comes by,” Mahmood
said. The pantry runs a Communi-
ty Pantry Days weekly on Fridays,
which means the pantry is open to

everyone in the community — not
just Brookhaveans. Additionally,
they offer Drive-Thru Pantry Days
where community members can
drive through to pick up free gro-
ceries.

Volunteers play a key role at
the pantry. Miller encouraged stu-
dents to get involved. “All we re-
aly ask for is that you come with
awillingness to help,” Miller said.
“You would make the perfect vol-
unteer.” Mentioning an upcoming
Drive-Thru Pantry Day on April
22, Miller said they will need extra
hands.

“Being a student is not an easy
thing to do, so we are here to
bridge that gap and fill in with ser-
vices that we can help to make that
alittle bit of asmoother processfor
them,” Miller said.

The more people that sign up,
Mahmood said, the better. The
community can help the pantry
by donating their time and/or
non-perishable food as well as
gently used clothing. The higher
the demand, the more donations
the pantry will receive from out-
side sources.

WISH foundation hosts seminar

By Keannah Perez
Web Editor

TheWomenin Scienceand Health-
care Foundation hosted a seminar on
Feb. 28 in the Brookhaven campus,
where students and staff gathered for
food, socidization and adive into an
inspiring journey of the guest speak-
er, Dr. Sandra Saldana.

The event kicked off with a quick
overview of Dallas College's STEM
ingtitute that aimsto provide learning
experiences for scholars, build con-
nections and become career ready.
Iris Duarte-Bazaldua, professor of
Biology at Ddllas College, served as
amoderator for the seminar.

Jovelyn Castellanos, WISH direc-
tor of initiative and public affairs,
was caled to do an opening speech
where shetackled the basicsof heslth
innovation startups. Castellanos said,
“The company | work with [WISH]
help[s] innovation sartup[s] get

funding, internships and resources.”
Cagellanos said that a startup
begins with ideas and the desire
to change the current ways of the
hedlthcare system. “We're interna-
tional accelerators, so we have com-
panies based here in Texas, the Unit-
ed States, France and Italy,” she said.
WISH aimsto increase the amount
of entrepreneurship in science, tech-
nology, engineering and manage-
ment, especidly femae entrepre-
neurs. Castellanos said, “ Think about
thoseidess, [like] this could be adif-
ferent way to deliver mental health or
the problem in nursing — know that
we' re here to support those.”
Cagtellanos also encouraged at-
tendees to join in the upcoming
Hackathon organized by the Texas
Hedthcare Chalenge. This event
features collaborations between var-
ious professions and occupations
joining together to empower devel-
opments, focusing on the assessment

of innovation and business models
from different teams. Castellanos
said, “If you want to do something
fun, learn a lot of things and be at
the forefront of hedthcare innova
tion, thisisthe place to be.” Winning
projects can receive up to $10,000
as a prize, giving the innovators a
chanceto invest in their project. The
TXHCC Hackathon will kickstart on
April 4 and last for 2 days. “It's go-
ing to be a great weekend, [with] a
lot of fun prizesand funding, it'salso
agreat way to network,” Castellanos
sad.

The room was filled with a round
of applause as Duarte-Bazaldua in-
troduced the guest speaker, Dr. San-
dra Saldana, the CEO and co-found-
er of Alva hedlth. According to the
invitation sent by Brookhaven bi-
ology professor Neda Tous, “Alva
Hedlth is a MedTech dartup that is
devel oping aremote monitor that de-
tects neurologica injury and stroke

for people living with chronic risk of
cardiovascular disease.”

Saldana said, “In Boston, |
spent about four to five years in
the industry, applying some of the
knowledge | gained in my PhD,
and started to trand ate that into the
business world.” Saldana took an
interest in entrepreneurship and she
realized that scientific innovations
were bought to life in the business
field.

Saldana began to study business
and started to build networks with
scientists, clinicians and fundrais-
ers. In the question-and-answer
segment, Duarte-Bazaldua asked
about how Saldana’sinterdisciplin-
ary education helped her in leading
and solving problems in her com-
pany to which Saldana replied, “It
is realy important to understand
both the technical aspect of the
product... and how does that actu-
ally trandlate into dollars and mak-
ing products fly commercially.”
She said that her PhD helped her in
building the product using scientif-
ic methods to materialize her ideas

which was a foundational in her
career as a healthcare entrepreneur.

Saldana said, “We're creating
a non-invasive wearable device
for real time stroke detection for
patients with high risk of stroke.”
More than half of stroke survivors
sustain chronic disabilities that
would require specialized care.
The device is focused on detecting
early signs of ischemic stroke, giv-
ing physicians time to respond and
prevent fatalities. “We're looking
for hemiparesis — an asymmetry
in the upper body which is a very
common symptom of stroke, but
it's very subtle at the beginning
so people tend to disregard it until
they realizeit’s not going away and
it's getting worse.” She said that
90% of the patients do not go to the
hospital until six hours later, miss-
ing the golden time for treatment.
For stroke patients, every minute
counts, as the delay of treatment
can increase the chances of death
or otherwise irreversible damages.

Saldana said, “ There's a mobile
app and cloud base monitoring

where we detect signals in real
time. There are proprietary algo-
rithms that are used to track symp-
tomsin real time.” This agorithm
would send amessage to the patient
about their symptom and connect
them with emergency services.
“We automate everything to make
sure that stroke patients would get
to the hospital as soon as possible,”
Saldana said.

When asked what her advice was
to students who are struggling to
pick between research path and en-
trepreneurship, Saldana said, “You
don’t have to choose between one
or the other. | always followed my
passion — | wanted to make impact
in people’s lives so | did whatever
| had to do.”

Maradith Baker, student at Dal-
las College, said, “The seminar
was fun and very informative.”

The seminar ended with the ex-
pression of gratitude to the speak-
ers, and the attendees got the
chance to converse with Saldana
and voice questions, concerns or
ask for advice.


J. Aguilar


10 | Brookhaven Courier

October 28, 2024

ARTS & CULTURE

Josey records progress from opening (left) to present (right) , highlighting the growth of their store.

Josey Records marks a
decade of success

by Shehzil Imran
Editor-in-chief

From DJing to working cor-
porate jobs with plans of orig-
inally opening a quaint music
boutique, Josey Records owners
Waric Cameron and Luke Sardel-
lo opened their first of six record
stores on Oct. 20, 2014, marking
this year as their tenth open.

Years before opening what is
now considered the country’s
largest record store, Cameron and
Sardello both worked at Bill’'s
Records and Tapes, a well-known
Dallas record store that was
owned by the late Bill Wisener.
However, the two's time working
at Bill’s did not overlap, instead
they connected as DJs through
the local music scene.

“l got into DJing and records
through afriend of mine, and that
opened up a whole world that
| just did not know about at the
time, and that | was drawn to,”
Cameron said. “And back then,
DJsjust knew everybody.”

Originally, Cameron and Sar-
dello planned to open a small
boutique to run on the weekends
as a side hustle. Much to their
delight, Josey Records gained

traction at rapid speeds, in which
the two quit their corporate jobs
to dedicate six out of seven days
to their new business.

“This place is so big that our
[initial] concern was just trying
to fill it up [and] getting enough
inventory to start,” Sardello said.
“And we work hard to make this
thing what it is, | think we always
had it in the back of our minds
that we want this to be the next
tower.”

Through their early days of
DJing, Cameron and Sardello
met Ben Lewis, who did installs
for music events in the scene.
From ten years ago to now, Lewis
helped build each location, wit-
nessing how Cameron and Sar-
dello worked to build their “vinyl
battleship,” he said.

“Luke and Waric are inspira-
tions to me,” Lewis said. “l was
really excited about [helping
them,] it’s still the coolest proj-
ect I’ve ever worked on. It's the
biggest record store in America
now, just to be a part of that is
awesome.”

Along with the start of Josey
Records, Cameron and Sardel-
lo owned a vinyl pressing plant,
Josey MFG, from around 2015

to 2018 before selling it. Howev-
er, in 2019 they started a record
label, Skylark Soul, specializing
primarily in soul jazz, indie rock
and indie pop.

“Luke and | get approached,”
Cameron said. “One of the bene-
fits of having a Josey Records, or
a successful business like Josey,
isthat it givesyou credibility, and
other people want to work with
you.”

In addition to the extensive in-
ventory, Josey Records also hosts
events such as album listening
parties and live music opportuni-
ties. According to Cameron, the
biggest event they hosted was in
the spring of last year, in which
the store was closed down for
half the day to host rapper NF and
about 2,000 attendees.

“We had to zigzag everybody
up and down every single aisle, it
wasinsane,” Cameron said. “ That
craziness was pretty memorable.
Just imagine all the cars that were
around here, people were calling,
going, “What’'s going on?’ There
was just that many people here.
In fact, I’'m surprised the fire mar-
shal, or the police, did not show
up that day.”

With five

locations already
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open, the two are currently work-
ing on their newest store, their
Garland location.

“There’s a little bit of anxiety
with excitement, after we have
the grand opening, it’s a big sigh
of relief,” Cameron said. “If it
goes well, okay... where else in
DFW, or the United States, does
there need to be another Josey to
serve that community? We're just
avessel for our customersto pro-
vide them the best environment to
buy their music.”

Josey Records celebrated their
10 year anniversary on Oct. 19
with a party full of DJing, games
and prizes, food and drinks and
a sale through the anniversary
weekend.

“We're proud that we've been
able to build what we've built,
and are continuing to expand it,”
Sardello said. “We think we're a
pretty big part of keeping vinyl
culture alive, not just in Dallas,
but everywhere we've opened
[Josey Records]. We get people
coming, just about every day, on
their way back to the airport be-
cause they want to check it out.
We're kind of this part of the
country’s Amoeba.”

Deep Ellum Party
featuring Raekwon
and Polyphonic Spree

By Tomas Espinosa
Contributing Writer

This year’s Deep Ellum Block
Party will take place on Nov. 23
from noon to 7 p.m. Organizers for
the Deep Ellum Block Party hope
this year’s event surpasses expec-
tations with iconic music artists
and new activities. Wu-Tang Clan
member Raekwon and The Poly-
phonic Spree are set to co-headline
the free-to-attend block party.

As the name suggests, the Deep
Ellum Block Party takes place in
the heart of the iconic, historical-
ly significant, cultural and musical
epicenter of Dallas’ Deep Ellum
area. The area has been a hotbed
for up-and-coming talented musi-
cians since it became a destination
for blues musicians in the 1920s.
Attendees can expect to see Deep
Ellum’s history as the birthplace
of Dallas’ music scene — from the
bluesy licks of Blind Lemon Jef-
ferson to the punk and indie sounds
that define today’s landscape — to
be front and center.

Boasting an eclectic mix of
genres spanning from blues and
punk to cumbia and beyond, the
Block Party’s organizers hope to
reflect Deep Ellum’s vast variety
of musical talent that can be expe-
rienced across the district’s more
than 25 venues every week and
weekend.

To help celebrate the unique cul-
ture of Deep Ellum, EIm Street will
be shut down to traffic and blocked
off from Good L atimer to Malcolm
X for what is sure to be an unfor-
gettable bash. Attendees can watch
artists create live murals, have a
chance to win prizesin giveaways,
gaze at antique cars, visit an area

dubbed the “Family Zone,” explore
a beer garden, shoot some hoops
and, of coursg, listen to live music.

“There will be 40 bands, and |
am the most excited for Raekwon,”
said the event’s booker/promoter
Gavin Mulloy. “The neighborhood
scavenger hunt is an activity to not
miss out on.”

There's no surprise Mulloy is
looking forward to Corey Woods,
aka Raekwon The Chef, as he is
one of the most sought-after voic-
es in the entertainment industry
thanks to his role as a founding
member of the hip-hop group Wu-
Tang Clan. The Polyphonic Spree
is an orchestral, choral band from
Dallas that significantly impacted
culture asthey havetoured the U.S.
and inspired audiences for the past
24 years.

Last year, the neighborhood
hosted Rev. Run, Doug E. Fresh,
and hometown heroes such as The
Grays, R.C. Williams and Friends,
Cure for Paranoia and Cayuga
All-Stars for an inaugural Deep
Ellum Music Festival honoring
the 150th anniversary of the Deep
Ellum Cultural District. This year,
according to the event organiz-
ers, the district is “digging even
deeper to showcase all facets of
the community’s arts and cultur-
al offerings in one energy-packed
day.”

Eateries will be serving up their
“best bites” while others offer
drink specials and deals at neigh-
borhood hotspots.

This festival is aso a friendly
space for those with disabilities,
Mulloy said. “There is handi-
capped parking, and the street is
shut down to make it accessible
for everyone.”

Courtesy of Deep Ellum Foundation
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Denton Camera Exchange owner
Armand Kohadani develops an
8x10 photo of PolaCon attendees
Naomi Adeyemi and Paige Bradley.

By Shehzil Imran
Editor-in-Chief

The ninth PolaCon, an instant
film event hosted by the Instant
Film Society, took place from
Sept. 27-29 at Rubber Gloves
Rehearsal Studio in Denton. The
conference consisted of three

Artists gathered for PolaCon

workshops and demo

days of demos, panel discussions,
workshops and vendors aswell as,
for the first time, a week-long mu-
sic festival each night from Sept.
23-29.

“A lot of people think you can’t
buy the film anymore, so the more
that we do this, the more aware-
ness we raise,” Instant Film So-
ciety board member Alexas Mon-
roe said. “When | was 19, | got a
Polaroid cool cam and as soon as
I took the first photo I loved the
sound, pulling the polaroid out
of the camera and waiting... it
brought me so much joy.”

PolaCon had a variety of demos
and workshops, some varying de-
pending on the day attended. For
example, Friday had an instant
film scavenger hunt, Saturday was
primarily Instant Film Society’s
zine swap and Sunday had an 8x10
polaroid demo. On Saturday Sept.
28, Jen Brimmage did a demo on
cyanolumen prints, showing at-
tendees a variety of examples she
has made as well as helping others
make their own.

“If you know anyone who has
old expired dark room paper, this
is a great way to use it, no per-
fectionism involved,” Brimmage
said. “And based on the type of
paper, the colors are going to be
different... | loveit. It'sjust afun
way to be creative and see what
happens.”

In addition to the demos and
workshop opportunities,  Satur-
day’s PolaCon event held space for
vendorsto sell items such as jewel-
ry, photographs, artwork and zines.
Some vendors such as Lu Louve,
selling her photography prints and
mixed media work, showcased
items at PolaCon for the first time.

“1 collageon polaroid, | try to use
my duds so | can repurpose them,”
Louve said. “| started shooting po-
laroids about five years ago, and
then | had a head concussion... |
couldn’t really go out to shoot. So,
| just started collaging in the mean-
time while | was in recovery, and
that’s how it came to be.”

PolaCon got its start in Den-
ton but throughout the years has

progressed to hold events out of
Texas as well. Attending PolaCon a
few years ago, Brian Brooks from
San Francisco helped bring the
conference to the Bay Area.

“1 own a photo lab in West Oak-
land, [and] I'm all about analog,
chemistry’s in my blood,” Brooks
said.“It’'s a community, and it's so
niche, last year we closed the street
off and had the first polaroid block
party, it was good.”

As PolaCon has made its way
to different areas of the country, it
has gained a steady following from
analog photography enthusiasts.
Kevin O’Donnell, for example, has
attended PolaCon in New York and
the Bay Area, with this year being
his first conference in Denton.

“There's a camaraderie and a lot
of shared learning [at these events|]
| learn something new every single
time | come to one,” O'Donnel
said. “It's very niche and incred-
ibly small. It's just nice to know
there’s other people who are ada-
mant or excited about instant pho-

tography.”
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OPINION

Protests deserve to be protected

On March 4, in response to the
increase of college campus protests
in support of Palestine, or affiliated
causes, President Donald Trump
posted, on Truth Social, a threat
to pull funding from any college,
school or
univer-
sity that
allows
illegal
protests
to occur
on school
grounds.
In  the
same
post, he
threatens to deport international
students and expel or, depending
on the crime, arrest American stu-
dents. Trump has boasted the arrest
of Mahmoud Khalil, a Gaza activ-
ist of Palestinian descent and Syri-
an national, who organized protests
at Columbia University in spring
of 2024, claiming he is the first of
many arrests to come. Columbia
University has become a primary
player within the pro-Gaza protest
scene, being credited as a catalyst
of campus protests across the U.S.,
as well as a pinnacle of campus un-
rest.

As of March 17, around $400
million dollars in government
grants have been barred from Co-
lumbia and 60 colleges are facing

Denyse Silva

investigations for allegedly en-
abling anti-lsrael activity. Federal
officials have ordered, among oth-
er things, that Columbia’s Middle
Eastern studies program be placed
under academic receivership, in
which the program funds are con-
trolled by an appointed third par-
ty — a move unprecedented in the
United States. Therefore, Colum-
bia’s response has the ability to
reverberate through the nation and
possibly mark the end of pedagog-
ical independence in higher educa-
tion.

But why is the federal govern-
ment so concerned about the rise
of pro-Gaza activism? Those who
oppose the movement regularly
confuse pro-Palestinian activism
with pro-Hamas activism, a ter-
rorist organization and anti-lsrael,
and therefore antisemitic. Yet, Elon
Musk faced no consequences for
gesturing a salute reminiscent of
Heil Hitler, followed by telling a
far-right German political party,
the AFD, to not feel guilty about
the country’s past crimes.

Every question we can ask about
government under this adminis-
tration is incessantly nuanced but
likely does not involve protecting
Jewish people, American or not. As
long as Israel remains a democracy,
it will continue to be a geopolitical
U.S. pawn in the Middle East, serv-
ing as a counter to Iran and a moral

cushion to uphold American ide-
ology of democracy and antisemi-
tism.

We are making moral arguments,
in protest, to those driven by mon-
ey and power. They, in turn, make
moral arguments to capture those
of us who are angry, seeking to
point the finger at immigrants,
women, poor people or any oth-
er minorities that have seemingly
benefitted at my or your expense.
The party of free speech, Christian-
ity and constitutional principles has
spiraled into anti-intellectualism
and sensationalism, because they
were adopted as a recruitment tac-
tic rather than an ideology. These
topics are not sensationalized in
the name of higher values, but to
service the anger felt by those who
feel politically slighted.

Trump does not care about the
legality or volatility of protests;
around 1,500 Capitol rioters were
pardoned by Trump on Jan. 22 of
this year. He does not care about
immigrant opinions until they
oppose him; he allowed Myriam
Witcher, a Columbian-born natu-
ralized citizen, to scream her sup-
port on his Las Vegas rally stage in
2015, but openly praised the arrest
of Khalil, which led to the revoking
of his permanent resident status.
Marco Rubio, the U.S. Secretary
of State, commented on Khalil’s
arrest, claiming free speech was

not relevant to the situation, and
instead, “This is about people
that don’t have a right to be in the
United States to begin with.”
Voters want a fight, but the
Democratic Party, which has built
itself upon government institu-
tions and more educated popula-
tions, is unlikely to harness the
sensational anger that is making
the GOP successful. Asking it
to do so would almost directly
contradict its foundation, and if
Democrats did, it almost certainly

would be the different side of the
same vengeful coin. Just 27% of
registered voters approved of the
Democratic Party in a recent NBC
poll, hitting an all-time low.
Every day, we witness politi-
cal history writing itself — but
without a fight, what textbooks
will be written? Years from now,
children will read about today and
ask, “Why didn’t anyone do any-
thing?” As students, as individuals
and as people living on American
soil, we may have inherited a bad

[llustration by Isabel Velazquez

political hand, but it’s not enough
to be up in arms and waiting for a
savior. Not only is it our respon-
sibility to protect the rights we
personally enjoy; we must stand
up for those who have no voice.
Fight with your wallet, and if that
isn’t available to you, arm your-
self with knowledge. Above all,
stay informed; our rights prov-
ing to be infinitely fragile, and as
comfortable as we have become,
ignorance is a luxury we can no
longer afford.

Taking the ‘free' away from free press

The state of the free press is a hot
topic amongst both journalists and
readers, becoming increasingly
more controversial through events
from the recent administration un-
der President Donald Trump. As a
student journalist who also plans
to pursue journalism as my future
career, the freedom of the press is
of utmost importance to me — it’s
a civil liber-
ty that is not
always pro-
tected in the
ways it truly
should be.

On Feb.
9, the White
House an-
nounced
that the Gulf
of  Mexi-
co will be renamed to the Gulf of
America. In a press release from
the Department of Interior, this
name change is apparently meant
to “honor the legacy of American
greatness.” While the executive or-
der was signed, it should be noted
that the rest of the world still refers
to this body of water as the Gulf
of Mexico, which is supported by
Google and Apple Maps both only
changing the name for users in the
United States, according to the
New York Times.

Due to this change, The Associ-
ated Press — known for its unbiased
reporting — has stated that since
the publication reports to “billions
of people around the world every

Shehzil Imran

day,” it would not make sense to
change their editorial guidelines.
On Feb. 11, AP released a statement
disclosing that the White House
told them that they will be banned
from accessing events in the Oval
Office. According to CNN, this is
an indefinite decision, barring re-
porters from “pooled events.”

To make matters worse, accord-
ing to NPR, District Court Judge
Trevor McFadden — appointed by
Trump — denied the AP from tem-
porarily allowing its reporters to
continue coverage of “major events
at the White House.”

The AP is well-known for its
nonpartisan coverage of news, and
while they are not the only publi-
cation to continue referring to this
part of the ocean as the Gulf of
Mexico, it is the one being target-
ed the most for it. To remove such
an influential and well-established
publication from being in the need-
ed spaces to report critical informa-
tion to the public is inexcusable on
the White House’s part. It blocks
citizens from getting accessible
and reliable news from trustworthy
and nonpolarized sources. It also
just allows for the White House to
continue to bar anyone that they do
not agree with from press events.

To further these concerns, on
Jan. 28 CNN anchor Jim Acosta
announced that he will be leaving
CNN. According to AP, during
Trump’s first week in office, CNN
said that they would change their
network lineup. Acosta, who had

an hour-long segment in the morn-
ing, was offered a late-night slot.
However, Acosta turned this down.
While that statement alone may not
sound like a big deal, Acosta’s of-
ficial announcement seemed to im-
ply as if there was more to his rea-
son for leaving — a final message
that should be taken as a warning
and wake up call.

During his parting speech, Acos-
ta reflected on what he considered
the highlight of his career — cov-
ering former president Barack
Obama’s 2016 trip to Cuba, in
which he confronted dictator Raul
Castro “about the island’s prison-
ers.” Acosta, whose father was a
Cuban refugee, said that moment
taught him an important lesson. “It
is never a good time to bow down
to a tyrant,” Acosta said. “I have
always believed it’s the job of the
press to hold power to account.”

Acosta proceeds to give the audi-
ence what he called his “final mes-
sage.” He said, “Don’t give into
the lies. Don’t give into the fear.
Hold on to the truth and to hope.”
While Acosta did not specifically
call out Trump in his speech, given
the tension in the current social and
political climate due to the current
administration, it would not be out
of line to assume the implication.

Before Acosta’s official exit
from CNN, Trump went on his so-
cial media platform, Truth Social,
and said, “Jim is a major loser
who will fail no matter where he
ends up.” It should also be noted

lllustration by Bao Duong

that Trump and Acosta do not get
along, as the two shared a heated
exchange during a press confer-
ence in 2018, which resulted in
Acosta’s press credentials being
temporarily revoked.

Acosta’s chilling warning be-
fore departing with the network
he’s been with for 18 years, in
addition to the AP’s reporters not
being allowed to cover certain
events, sets a dangerous precedent
for the future of free press in the
United States. As a citizen who
finds it important to have acces-
sible, reliable and unbiased news,
revoking a publication’s ability to
do this will inhibit citizens from
being able to easily know what is
going on.

While reporters such as Acos-
ta have given “subtle” warnings
about what dangers could poten-
tially come, this does not mean
that all journalists and publica-
tions will follow suit. It’s more
likely that certain topics may not
receive proper coverage due to
fears of upsetting the “wrong peo-
ple,” and ending up in situations
where a reporter may lose access
to resources or be censored.

It is important, especially now,
for not only journalists to pay at-
tention to concerns such as cen-
sorship and the freedom of the
press, but for citizens to heed
where their news is coming from
and how people in power respond
to reporters covering “controver-
sial topics.”
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ARTS & CULTURE

Influential director
David Lynch dead at 78

lllustration by Isabel Veldzquez

David Lynch, known for works such as “Twin Peaks," “Mulholland Drive" and “Blue Velvet,” died on Jan. 15 at the
age of 78 from complications of emphysema. Lynch’s final project was an album with singer/actress Chrystabell.

By Shehzil Imran
Editor-in-Chief

Director David Lynch died on
Jan. 15 at the age of 78. Lynch, a
smoker since the age of eight, died
from complications of emphysema
—a condition he was diagnosed with
in 2020.

Lynch was best known for his
surrealist style of filmmaking, seen
most notably in movies such as
“Eraserhead,” “Blue Velvet” and
“The Elephant Man.” While he now
has the label of an auteur — a film-
maker with a very distinctive style
in each movie — Lynch didn’t al-
ways plan to be a director.

Initially, Lynch wanted to create
a surrealist film called “Garden-
back,” based off a painting of his.
However, he received pushback
from his advisers at the American
Film Institute and couldn’t rewrite
the script in a way he liked. Even-
tually, Lynch took a 21 page script
he had of “Eraserhead” and decid-
ed he would simply turn that into a
movie instead. The film took about
five years to create, primarily due to
struggles securing funding, which
ended up performing poorly in the
box office upon its release.
“Eraserhead” received plenty of
negative reviews, with critics find-
ing the surrealism of the film to be

eccentric characters and complex
storylines. The show was an imme-
diate hit in the *90s and, according to
The Guardian, had about 35 million
viewers tuning in for the pilot epi-
sode alone. The use of the signature
Lynchian movie style in a television
series ultimately paved the way for
more unique and “weird” shows to
be picked up for air later on. The
show’s cult following has remained
strong throughout the years, even
resulting in a 2017 reboot season
called “Twin Peaks: The Return.”
Lynch’s reputation of making
abstract films with unsettling im-
agery open to interpretation is what
wound up earning him the title of

Originally, Lynch planned to be
a painter and attended the Penn-
sylvania Academy of Fine Arts.
Though Lynch eventually moved
to Los Angeles and switched his
focus primarily to filmmaking, he
never actually stopped painting

“All | wanted was to be a

painter... it led quite quickly to
this thing of dedicating my life

an auteur. His impact on the film
and television industry can be
seen in other directors such as
Quentin Tarantino, David Chase
and Carlton Cuse. “I think he
helped give us a tolerance for
weird things,” Error said. “He

and trying different forms of art. [to painting and the art life, it was| took funky and made it cool

According to Pace Gallery,
Lynch experimented with differ-
ent mediums such as photogra-
phy, printmaking and sculptures.
Much like his movies, Lynch’s

the most freeing thing."

- David Lynch

and something you wanted to
talk about, which allowed other
filmmakers to begin to tell more
complex and interesting kinds of
stories t00.”

art was usually abstract, often
inspired by surrealism and art brut.
In an interview with Border Cross-
ings, Lynch said, “All I wanted was
to be a painter... it led quite quickly
to this thing of dedicating my life to
painting and the art life, it was the
most freeing thing.”

According to BBC, Lynch’s
switch from painting to filmmak-
ing occurred while he was in the
middle of painting and a breeze of
wind blew across his canvas. Es-
sentially, he wanted to be able to
make his artwork move and decided
filmmaking was the right medium
to express ideas that painting alone
could not. “David Lynch is a genius
with a style like no one else’s, like
it or hate it,” Brookhaven film pro-
fessor Darise Error said. “He’s very
unique and has a penchant for weird
and different storylines.”

Lynch released his first full fea-
ture film, “Eraserhead,” in 1977,
which is often interpreted to be
about the anxieties of fatherhood.

disturbing and odd overall. How-
ever, by finding the right follow-
ing through midnight screenings,
“Eraserhead” has since become one
of the most popular cult classics. In
an interview with filmmaker Chris
Rodley, editor of the book “Lynch
on Lynch,” Lynch mentioned that
he had to rewatch the film a few
years after it was finished, and after
rewatching it, he described the film
as “perfect.” “That’s the only time
I’ve ever said that about anything
I’'ve done. | was just really happy
with it on that one day.”

In addition to his legacy of surreal
and sinister movies, David Lynch,
along with Mark Frost, co-created
mystery TV show “Twin Peaks,” in
which FBI agent Dale Cooper (Kyle
MacLachlan) investigates the mur-
der of teenager Laura Palmer (Sher-
yl Lee). The show, airing its first
episode in 1990, stood out against
others of its time due to Lynch’s sig-
nature bizarre and dreamlike style,

While Lynch ultimately had
to take a step back from filmmak-
ing due to his emphysema, he also
expressed frustration over the cur-
rent state of Hollywood. Error said
Lynch was upset that the industry
seemed to be taking priority over
using big special effects and reusing
ideas to create prequels and sequels
in substitution to actual plot.

In an Instagram post, Netflix
CEO Ted Sarandos said that Lynch
pitched a series to the company, but
they decided to postpone produc-
tion due to “health uncertainties.”
Lynch’s final project ended up be-
ing an album titled “Cellophane
Memories” released Aug. 2, 2024
with musician and “Twin Peaks:
The Return” actress Chrystabell.
“IDavid Lynch is a] huge loss,”
Error said. “The fact that he kind
of backed off of filmmaking for
a while... makes me kind of sad,
but I sure am glad that we have the
body of work that we do — he grew
the industry.”

DAVID LYNCH EDITION
Shehzil Imran, Dmitri Zul
Editor-in-Chief, Contributing Writer

“ERASERHEAD" (1977)

Despite the initial negative re-
views upon its release, David
Lynch’s first feature film, “Eras-
erhead,” has become a cult classic
throughout the years and for a good
reason. The surrealist film follows
new — and unexpecting — father,
Henry Spencer (Jack Nance), who
is left to care for his abnormal
child. What | love most about this
movie is how abstract and ambigu-
ous it is. It gives the viewer a lot to
think about in terms of connecting
the dots. Through a disturbing and
nightmare-ish depiction, “Eraser-
head” explores the anxieties and
fear of fatherhood. The viewer sees

“MULHOLLAND DRIVE"
(2001)

“Mulholland Drive” is an amaz-
ing, dreamlike film. The plot fol-
lows aspiring actress Betty (Naomi
Watts), who takes in and helps an
amnesiac woman (Laura Harring)
after she stumbles into Betty’s
aunt’s home as a result of a car
crash. However, as the movie con-
tinues, you realize that nothing is
as neat and tidy as it seems. Taking
place in Hollywood, Lynch does an
excellent job at paralleling the tur-
moil between the characters to the
dirty reality of Hollywood under-
neath the dreamy glitz and glam-
our. As with all of Lynch’s projects,

“BLUE VELVET" (1986)

Controversial for its deranged na-
ture, “Blue Velvet” feels like a crazy
fever dream. Jeffrey Beaumont (Kyle
MacLachlan) returns to his home-
town after his father has a stroke,
only to find a severed ear in a field.
Beaumont joins forces with the main
detective’s daughter, Sandy Williams
(Laura Dern), to find out where the
ear came from. Through this, he en-
counters Dorothy Vallens (Isabella
Rossellini), a mysterious and allur-
ing lounge singer who is believed to
be connected to the case. Though all
of Lynch’s films have zany elements,
| found “Blue Velvet” to be the most
bizarre of them all. 1 admired how

“INLAND EMPIRE"
(2006)

“Inland Empire” lands in a
unique space in Lynch’s filmog-
raphy. It was his last film prior
to his death; it was recorded on
a Sony camcorder and was shot
without a finished screenplay.
Quite the surrealist circumstances
lead up to this film. “Inland Em-
pire” is about a Hollywood ac-
tress named Nikki (Laura Dern)
who gets casted to star in a cursed
film. The film feels disjointed,
and the dream aspects occur so
subtly that you must take a step
back to realize that the characters
are in a dream, and you didn’t

“LOST HIGHWAY" (1997)

David Lynch takes the neo noir
genre into a male power fantasy
driven story. The lighting of this
film is grim and foreboding with
a very complimentary soundtrack
that keeps the edge up through
the entire film. It breaks reality
and fantasy very well to the point
where it feels like you are watch-
ing two different films. The film
follows Fred (Bill Pullman) and
his hatred of the kind of man he
sees himself as. He ends up imag-
ining himself as a different per-
son living a different life where
he could make changes as he sees
fit. If I had to sum up this movie,

Henry’s internal struggles with free
will and responsibility as he finds
it difficult to fully grasp onto the
new change in his life. Additional-
ly, the black and white cinematog-
raphy was an excellent choice. Not
only did it fit the aesthetic of the
film, but it made it feel all the more
haunting and colder. I’ll admit that
this movie isn’t for everyone, as
it can be a bit out there. Howev-
er, if you’re willing to give more
“weird” conceptual films a try and
enjoy having room to interpret the
story for yourself, “Eraserhead”
deserves a watch.

TW: Mature language, mild vio-
lence, disturbing imagery

-Sl

a viewer would be naive to assume
“Mulholland Drive” is upfront
with its approach. Throughout the
first half of the movie, I kept think-
ing about how well-done the film
was. Yet it somehow got even bet-
ter by the end, and | simply had to
sit there and rethink all the details.
In fact, | wanted to immediate-
ly rewatch the movie just to look
at it from a different perspective.
“Mulholland Drive” is truly genius
with an abundance of thought and
symbolism put into it, and there’s
a reason it’s often revered as one of
Lynch’s best films.

TW: Srong language, violence,
suicide, sexual content, nudity

- Sl

Lynch used the differences between
Sandy and Dorothy — as well as
Beaumont’s interactions with them —
to create a juxtaposition of innocence
and darkness. It explored the ideas of
evil hidden beyond a perfect exterior,
corruption and the duality of human
nature/desire. The actors bring such
raw emotion to the table, which add-
ed an unsettling feeling and made the
movie frightening in a way. While
“Blue Velvet" is a difficult watch due
to its subject matter, the approach of
these serious themes leaves the view-
er with a bigger picture worth con-
templating.

TW Sexual abuse, nudity, mature
language, violence, substance use

-S

even know. We see Nikki move
back and forth between her real
life and morphing into the life of
this cursed film. This film, in my
opinion, is what | consider to be
underrated among Lynch’s film-
ographies. Yet, it’s such a unique
experience compared to his other
movies for being more out there
and having a unique approach in
the making of this film — all the
while having that twisted night-
mare fueled story one would ex-
pect from Lynch.

TW: Language, some violence,
sexuality/nudity

-Dz

it would be a nightmare mafia-es-
que film done quite well.

TW: Language, violence, sex/
nudity

-Dz
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Experience

Feb. 2025 - Current

Reporter Branch Herald

Responsible for finding local stories/pitches, locating sources, taking photos,
researching and writing articles, attending biweekly staff meetings and copy-editing
newsletters/articles each week.

Aug. 2024 - Current

Editor-in-Chief 7he Brookhaven Courier

Responsible for writing articles, overseeing staff, leading meetings to discuss
content for paper and budgeting the paper layout. Additionally, | copy edit each
article, help fact check and utilize InDesign to design the layout for each print

edition.

March 2024 — Aug. 2024

Staff Writer 7he Brookhaven Courier

Reaching out to sources, researching articles and getting them written to be edited
and published in a quick, timely manner.

May 2022 - Dec. 2023

Feature Editor 7he Hebron Hawk Eye

Approving and denying feature article pitches each publication cycle, checking in
with staff members on whether deadlines will be met, researching and tracking
down sources and attending staff meetings to problem solve issues among the staff.

May 2022 — May 2023

Social Media Manager 7he Hebron Hawk Eye

Creating and posting graphics on social media, as well as updating followers
whenever any staff member published an article onto the website or when the
publication released its quarterly print edition.

Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2023
Staff Writer 7he Hebron Hawk Eye



Responsible for finding pitches, locating sources, taking photos, researching and
writing articles ranging from sports and news to a reoccurring blog, and copy-
editing articles.

Education Jan. 2024 - Current Skills Contact
AA. Communication 214-682-5072
Dallas College Copy editing Shezimran16@gmail.com
Brookhaven Fact checking

Researching
Organization
Leadership
Problem solving
Adobe InDesign
Adobe Lightroom
Adobe Photoshop
Photography
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