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Alison Winters 
www.linkedin.com/in/alison-a-winters/│ alison.a.winters@vanderbilt.edu │ 469-406-2814 │ She/Her  

EDUCATION   
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN                              August 2021 – May 2025   
Bachelor of Arts: Political Science and Law, History, and Society | Minor: Psychology | GPA 3.7/4.0 
Vanderbilt Dean’s List: Spring 2022, Fall 2022, Spring 2024, Fall 2024 
Relevant courses: International Politics, Constitutional Law, American Democracy and Dissent, Elections and Voting Around the World, Public 
Administration, Political Strategy and Game Theory, Feminist Theory, Justice, Environmental Journalism, Statistics, Macroeconomics 
  
IES Vienna, Vienna, Austria                                              August 2023 – December 2023  
Coursework: International Organizations, Europe Beyond the Nation State, Arts Criticism, Austrian Art and History, German Language Intensive 
 
EXPERIENCE   
Intern | Nashville Metropolitan Council Member Terry Vo | Nashville, TN                            January 2024 – October 2024 

• Worked as the executive assistant to city council member Terry Vo, enabling her to focus on key initiatives and community needs. 
• Efficiently oversaw scheduling and appointments, ensuring optimal use of time and resources. 
• Provided administrative support, such as organizing financial reports, preparing documents, and managing files. 
• Coordinated logistics for meetings, including arranging venues, managing invitations, and sending correspondence to guarantee timely 
appointments, furthering the goals of the city.  

 
Freelance Investigator | Bloomberg | Remote, New York City, NY                                                                   March 2024 – Present  

• Retrieved crucial reports for a long-term news investigation by multiple notable and respected journalists with Bloomberg. 
• Efficiently coordinated the communication of essential information between public officials, reporters, and Bloomberg executives. 

 
Volunteer Manager | Nashville Metropolitan Council Campaign for Terry Vo | Nashville, TN       June 2023 – August 2023 

• Oversaw the management and delegation of 40+ volunteers for community outreach events to encourage undecided voters to vote, 
volunteer, and support Vo’s campaign.  
• Planned and organized door knocking events, meet and greets, and campaign fundraisers to drive a successful nonpartisan campaign that 
swayed over 53.6% of voters on election day.  
• Gained experience with campaign strategies, speech writing, event planning, data entry, and administrative support for a local campaign 
in a district with over 20,200 residents.  

 
Supervisor | AMC Theatres | Supervisor (Aug. 2022); Crew Lead (Nov. 2019 – Aug. 2022) | Franklin, TN              June 2019 – May 2024 

• Led and facilitated a successful and cohesive team at all levels, through training leadership, managing over 100 crew members, and 
distributing responsibilities to promote smooth operations in a fast-paced environment.  
• Provided high-quality guest service to thousands of guests daily by patiently listening and efficiently solving issues that arise.  
• Directed daily operations including opening, closing, operational and administrative duties, while providing direct support to associates.  

 
LEADERSHIP 
The Vanderbilt Hustler | News Editor (Dec. 2024 – May 2025); Deputy News Editor (Jan. – Dec. 2024)   February 2022 – May 2025 

• More than 90 articles published concerning current events, breaking news, and changes on and off campus. 
• Conducted interviews with relevant sources and perform crucial research to write the most accurate news pieces. 
• Led 50+ person staff in weekly meetings and workshops while directing staff writer mentorship and semesterly trainings.     
• Daily editing of all news content published by Staff Writers for AP Style, organization, cohesion, accuracy, and content. 
• Awarded 2025 Richard J. Stelzer Starter Stipend in honor of high achievement in student journalism. 
• Other awards: Associated College Press Pacemaker Awards National Winner for General News Reporting; SPJ General News 
Reporting (large school) National Winner; Best of SNO (6x); 2023 Excellence in Event Coverage; 2024 Excellence in Political Reporting 
• Writing portfolio: https://vanderbilthustler.com/staff_name/alison-winters/   

  
Vandy Votes | President (Dec. 2024 – May 2025); Vice President (May - Dec. 2024); Secretary (Jan. - May 2024)      January 2023 – May 2025 

• Managed an executive board of 10+ committee chairs to plan events with local and on-campus organizations, including the annual 
Middle TN Civic Summit with the TN Democracy Network, voter registration drives, speaker panels, lectures, and volunteering events. 
• Led weekly executive board meetings, created agendas, and directed communication/advertisement of events to general body members.  
• Honors/Presentations: ALL IN 2024 Most Engaged Campus. Presented about creative initiatives at the 2024 Student Vote Summit. 

 
Undergraduate Political Science Association | Senior Adviser                                                      January 2023 – May 2025 

• Propelled a new student organization into popularity, while promoting lasting connections between faculty and students. 
• Organized events in the Political Science Department, including faculty dinners and student mixers.  

 
SKILLS   
Technical: Microsoft Office, Google Workspace, Canva, WordPress, writing (creative, journalistic, academic), research & data analysis, data 
visualization, communication, social media marketing, news reporting, community outreach, legislative analysis 
Interests: contemporary film, reading & writing opinion essays, crossword puzzles, investigative journalism, local politics 
Other languages: Spanish (conversational), German (basic)  
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LGBTQ+ Policy Lab reports $9.6M loss
in federal funding following NIH cuts

Three federally funded research projects were effectively

terminated due to these cuts, including research in the

experiences of older LGBTQ+ Americans, suicide prevention

among LGBTQ+ youth and the mental health effects of

legalizing same-sex marriage.

By Alison Winters, Former News Editor

The LGBTQ+ Policy Lab reported a total of $9.6 million
lost in federal grants from the National Institutes of
Health following recent changes in federal policy,
effectively terminating three of the lab’s projects. These
research projects were all previously funded by five-year
federal grants that were intended to provide support until
2029. 

Among the terminated federal grants, one project, “Social
Networks, Aging and Policy Study” — led by Director of
the LGBTQ+ Policy Lab Tara McKay — focuses on
understanding the relationships and experiences of older-
aged LGBTQ+ individuals in the U.S. South. A second
project, led by Medicine, Health and Society professor and
Associate Director of the lab Kirsty Clark, worked to
develop measures and metrics for suicide prevention
among LGBTQ+ adolescents, with a primary focus on ages
8 to 12. 

The last project was in its early stages of development, and it planned to focus on the mental health of LGBTQ+ individuals in
New Zealand before and after access to same-sex marriage. The third project was cut completely, while the other two are
currently seeking other sources of funding.

According to McKay, the lab began in 2017 under a three-year federal grant and has been renewed for federal funding on two
different five-year contracts — the current agreement would have provided funding until 2029. The goal of the lab is to provide
an “intellectual space” for LGBTQ+ research and training in that research, and the lab has provided opportunities for its core
faculty — primarily within the Department of Medicine, Health and Society — as well as for undergraduate, graduate and
postdoctoral researchers. 

Cameron Deal (B.A. ‘24), a former research assistant in the lab, expressed gratitude for the work he was able to do through the
LGBTQ+ Policy Lab and the faculty who helped him.

George Albu

The front area for the Center for Research on Inequality and

Health at Vanderbilt University, as photographed on April 28,

2025. (Hustler Multimedia/George Albu)



Terminated projects

NIH appeal process and university response

“The LGBTQ+ Policy Lab was an invaluable space for me to grow as a scholar, and I deeply appreciate the mentorship and
training I received there. The lab shaped me into the researcher I am today,” Deal said. “Their work is rigorous and important for
solving pressing social issues, including disparities in health and economic outcomes, and deserves funding and support.”

McKay specified that the funding of the terminated projects was used to support the research itself as well as to pay the
postdoctoral researchers who worked in the lab, particularly in Clark’s lab.

“Everyone’s hopeful that the university will step up and provide support for some of these continuing data collections or research
pieces that we’re losing,” McKay said. “It will not be at the scale that is lost, and a lot of what is also lost is training
opportunities.”

In a letter sent to Associate Director for Proposals & Awards Michelle Wachter on Feb. 28, Jeni Militano — branch chief for the
Division of Neuroscience in the NIA and NIH — described the termination of the grant for McKay’s project, saying the “award no
longer effectuates agency priorities.” The letter acknowledged that the NIH typically suspends grants first to allow for “corrective
action” before an award is fully terminated, but Militano said no such action was possible in the case of McKay’s project as it did
not align with agency priorities. 

“[The] NIH is obligated to carefully steward grant awards to ensure taxpayer dollars are used in ways that benefit the American
people and improve their quality of life,” the letter reads. “Your project does not satisfy these criteria.”

The letter also called attention to the inclusion of transgender individuals in McKay’s study.

“Transgender issues: research programs based on gender identity are often unscientific, have little identifiable return on
investment and do nothing to enhance the health of many Americans,” the letter reads. “Many such studies ignore, rather than
seriously examine, biological realities. It is the policy of NIH not to prioritize these research programs.”

McKay explained that the LGBTQ+ lab will continue to perform research on its smaller, internally-funded projects, but she
expressed worry for the outcome these funding cuts may have considering the potential benefits she believes these terminated
projects could have had on the LGBTQ+ community.

“Across the field of LGBTQ+ health — [which has] been really substantially targeted by these terminations, there have been a lot
of concerns with the very rapid withdrawal of resources and patient care that’s happening in certain settings,” McKay said.

McKay also said that she is concerned about the fact that the termination of this funding for the lab will result in a decrease in
research opportunities for students within the space of LGBTQ+ health. 

“We’ll lose folks that I think would otherwise have worked in this space who just don’t see it as a viable option or see it as way too
politically unstable or too risky for their career,” McKay said.

In a March 22 LinkedIn post, Clark discussed the $2.5 million grant that had been cut from her own project, citing the reasoning
she received in the termination letter as wording echoed in the letter received by McKay. Clark declined The Hustler’s request for
comment about the grant for her project. According to McKay, the postdoctoral researchers involved in Clark’s project are at risk
of losing their positions by July 1. 

“There are no words to describe the devastation I feel. I have worked my entire career on research to understand and prevent
suicide in LGBTQ+ youth,” Clark’s LinkedIn post reads. “Whether or not you choose to believe it, sexual and gender minority
children, teens and families exist. They deserve to be included in our research. Without data, we don’t know how to prevent
harm. We can’t prevent deaths.”

In the letter, Militano also described the NIH’s first-level grant appeal process in which a researcher could dispute the
termination claim, although McKay said Vanderbilt informed faculty that they cannot file appeals to the NIH. 



“Vanderbilt has decided not to appeal. All of the [Principal Investigators] want to appeal, and none of them have support from
the institution,” McKay said. “I’ve made it very clear to [the Office of the Provost] that I think there are a lot of very good reasons
to appeal — and I had worked with them to start an appeal, and ultimately, the decision was made and taken away from me that
they would not be appealing.”

A representative from the university provided a statement to The Hustler on behalf of the Office of the Provost, expressing
support for federally funded research. The statement also cited the recent launch of the Discovery Bridge Funding Program,
which provides short-term financial assistance — typically for three to six months — to some faculty researchers who “face
unexpected funding disruptions.” According to McKay, both she and Clark have applied for funding through this program.

“Having led a federally funded research lab for over 20 years, the Provost cares deeply about supporting faculty to do their best
work,” the statement reads. “The Office of the Provost is fiercely focused on providing transitional funding, administrative
resources and guidance so faculty may continue pursuing their best work, whether it is in the sciences, engineering, the
humanities or the arts.”

The Office of the Provost also shared its view on the appeal process. 

“We have taken care to strategically address the specific needs and requirements of each grant or award facing termination as
each case is unique, and appeal is not always possible,” the statement reads. “In cases where an appeal may be possible, we work
with the faculty member to navigate a complex set of decisions and options. We also continue to support faculty to identify
additional opportunities for federal, foundation or private research funding.”

According to the statement, Provost C. Cybele Raver encouraged faculty facing challenges due to federal funding cuts to reach out
to her office as well as to their home college’s associate dean for research.

In an email to The Hustler on May 2, McKay provided an update on the funding of these projects, saying her own project was
denied bridge funding by the College of Arts and Science, which is required to be eligible for funding from the Office of the
Provost. She also said Clark has opened a bridge funding application, and the lab is currently working to cover staff salaries using
other sources.

“In addition, in April, A&S cancelled a tenure track search focused on hiring a junior scholar specializing in LGBTQ+ health,”
McKay said. “Unfortunately, these actions seem to suggest a pattern by the current Dean’s Office of disengagement of LGBTQ+
scholarship on campus.”
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University leaders condemn government
oversight in AAC&U letter, Vanderbilt
administration not listed

Over 400 leaders of universities and scholarly organizations

signed a public statement expressing their disapproval of

recent federal policy changes and cuts to federal research

funding.

By Alison Winters, News Editor

The American Association of Colleges and Universities
published a public statement on April 22 titled “A Call for
Constructive Engagement,” criticizing recent federal
policy changes that have affected institutions of higher
education and have led to research funding cuts. As of
publication, 514 leaders of colleges, universities and
scholarly societies have signed in support of the letter —
no Vanderbilt administrators are listed.

The letter specifically calls attention to the
“unprecedented government overreach” and “political
interference” the signatories believe to be threatening
higher education as a whole. 

“We are open to constructive reform and do not oppose
legitimate government oversight,” the letter reads.
“However, we must oppose undue government intrusion
in the lives of those who learn, live and work on our
campuses. ​​We will always seek effective and fair financial
practices, but we must reject the coercive use of public research funding.”

The letter emphasizes a belief in higher education as a space for “open inquiry” and a diversity of voices to be heard. The letter
also notes the importance of universities and colleges to “American prosperity” as they believe these institutions should partner
with the government to promote the interests of the public.

“The price of abridging the defining freedoms of American higher education will be paid by our students and our society,” the
letter reads. “On behalf of our current and future students, and all who work at and benefit from our institutions, we call for
constructive engagement that improves our institutions and serves our republic.”

REUTERS/via SNO Sites/Kent Nishimura

A demonstrator speaks through a megaphone during a

Defend Our Schools rally to protest U.S. President Donald

Trump's executive order to shut down the U.S. Department of

Education, outside its building in Washington, D.C., U.S., March

21, 2025. REUTERS/Kent Nishimura



A representative from the university shared the following statement in response to a request for comment regarding the AAC&U
letter.

“Over the last weeks, we have been actively engaged in personal advocacy, with and without university partners,” the statement
reads. “We are also working through our primary association, the Association of American Universities, to advocate on behalf of
America’s leading research universities. Last week the AAU issued a statement in support of Harvard [University].”

Provost Raver signed on as a declarant to a Feb. 10 lawsuit against funding cuts for indirect costs that were announced by the
National Institutes of Health. In an April 10 interview with The Hustler, Chancellor Daniel Diermeier did not comment on
Raver’s position as a declarant, but he spoke on the effects of federal funding cuts and policy changes on higher education,
emphasizing a belief in distinguishing between issues that are core to the university’s mission and those that are not.

“I think finding solutions is important for us, so we are actively engaged with decision makers, public officials and our peers,”
Diermeier said. “It is important for us to remind everybody of the tremendous value that American research universities have for
the public.”

Leaders from other peer institutions signed on to the letter, including Harvard President Alan M. Garber, Brown University
President Christina Paxson, Cornell University President Michael Kotlikoff, Acting President of Columbia University Claire
Shipman and University of Notre Dame President Reverend Robert Dowd. Based on the U.S. News list of Best National
University Rankings, the leaders of 12 out of the top 20 schools signed in support of the AAC&U’s public statement. Vanderbilt is
listed as a current member of the AAC&U. 

In a conversation with The Hustler, Vivian Valdmanis (Ph.D. ‘86) shared her belief in the nuance behind Vanderbilt’s decision
not to sign the letter, expressing interest in seeing higher education as a whole take a unified stand while understanding the
power Harvard administration has backing their decision to publicly refuse an order from the federal government.

“It’s a shame that not every university is sticking together, but I am also wondering what universities can stick their necks out.
Harvard can — they’re really rich,” Valdmanis said. “Schools that don’t have a big research presence can [resist] because they’re
not getting the big research dollars anyways. I think those are the questions universities have to ask among themselves in saying,
‘let’s be clear what we want and what we can do and how we can work together.’”

Valdmanis also cited recent movements by faculty at Big 10 universities to form a joint defense pact as she sees an opportunity
for Vanderbilt to do the same within the SEC, saying this could be another avenue to stand against the Trump administration
outside of the AAC&U letter. She believes university policies have been hard to determine given the constant changes within the
federal policy environment.

“That’s the hard thing: nobody knows. [These federal decisions] are not set in stone, they are [being decided on] a whim,”
Valdmanis said. “I can’t see policy at the university level being [decided] when it’s a whim — it has to be very malleable.”

Steven Giles (B.S. ‘80) shared his gratitude for the education he received at Vanderbilt in a message to The Hustler, saying he has
been “mortified” to see the “relentless attacks” by the Trump administration against institutions of higher education. He
expressed support towards the AAC&U letter and the need to protect higher education, although he said he was disappointed to
see no Vanderbilt administrators in the list of signatories.

“As a proud Vanderbilt alumnus, I eagerly opened the AAC&U letter, confident that Vanderbilt would stand among Harvard’s
supporters. After all, are we not the ‘Harvard of the South?’ Are we not one of the world’s premier institutions of higher learning?
Are we not a bastion of big ideas and bold vision?” Giles said. “Yet I was aghast to find no mention of Vanderbilt.”

Giles pointed to other universities that signed the letter, including Duke, which he labeled as the university’s “sister institution.” 

“The inaction from Vanderbilt’s Chancellor’s Office is nothing short of capitulation,” Giles said. “We all know what happens when
you give in to a bully — it doesn’t get better; it gets worse. Much worse. Does the administration truly believe this will be the end
of the interference?”

Giles urged the administration to take a stronger stance in support of higher education.



“Why is Vanderbilt not among the 150 schools that signed the letter to defend what is right? I can only guess — but the word
craven comes to mind,” Giles said. “To the Vanderbilt administration: do your job. Protect our institution. Stand up for what is
right. To students, graduates and alumni: hold Vanderbilt’s leaders accountable for this outrage.”

According to the website, the AAC&U is currently accepting signatures from additional university leaders and will update the
website accordingly.


