
a•ca•i bowls / the best (or worst) $15 you can spend
a•lix earle / the reason we're famous
a•lum•ni / university milks them for all their money
all a•bout the u / the most self-obsessed phrase
all ni•ghter / because you procrastinated studying until the night 
before the test 
al•ma ma•ter / you might know the words
art ba•sel / does anyone actually go for the art?

band of the ho•ur / loud at 6 a.m. outside your window but can't 
hear them from the student section at halftime 
bar•a•cudd•a's / where your ears go to bleed
bar•sec•co / white girl wasted from bottomless mimosas 
birth•day boat / celebrate in the most self-absorbed way
Boat burn•ing / more like a bomb goes off in the middle of the lake
breeze•way / get harassed by student orgs and people selling 
jewelry (or the occasional girl scout)

cam ward / if only we had a better defense
cane card / you will lose it at the worst possible time
cane•zone / athlete superiority complex dining hall
cen•ten•nial / any excuse to party all year long
cen•ten•nial vill•age / why do the freshman get the best stuff?
chat g•p•t / we should just give it an honorary degree at this point
chegg / for when you're really desperate
club space / good luck getting in if you're a guy
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dade•land mall / be real you're only going for cheescake factory
dar•ty (Day par•ty) / get blacked at 2 p.m. and sunburnt by 3 p.m
de•nny's / where you go if you got back to campus too late for late 
night dining (or if you're high)
d•hall / deliciously mid
d•J thurs•days / John Summit wannabees
du•o Mo•bile / rip
du•o lin•go / what you tell yourself you'll use before study abroad

Ea•sy a / classes you take (comms) when you need a grade booster
ea•ton / the middle child of on-campus housing
ed•u•ca•tion / the "real" reason you came to miami
e•lec•tric scoo•ters / get run over by a 6-foot-5 football player on 
your walk to class 
EM•pa•the•tic / what you wish your professors were
ex•tra cre•dit / cry to your professor so they don't fail you

ham•mocks / why can't they leave the finals hammocks up all year? 
hard rock sta•di•um / an hour drive away to leave by halftime 
home•com•ing / better fireworks than the centennial celebration

hou•sing lot•ter•y / Hunger Games of housing selection     
(ensure sure you have stable wifi)

hung•o•ver / Friday morning classes build character
hur•ri•cane / we will rebuild

i•bis / yes they're an actual bird
ice cream / why can't they bring it back to late night?

i•click•er / never in your bag for attendance
i'm lock•ing in / what we say before scrolling on TikTok for an hour

in•flu•en•cer / 2,000 followers and a dream
in•som•ni•a coo•kies / nothing satisfies the night munchies more 

in•sta•gram / curated feeds to make eachother jealous
i•ron ar•row / no comment (pls let me in) 

"j" names / not to be trusted
jap (jew•ish a•mer•i•can prin•cess) / the president of Hillel 

said it was okay to publish this
Joe e•che•ver•ri•a / UMiami is his entire personality atp

Jour•na•lists / the nosiest bitches on campus
ju•li•o frenk / gone but not forgotten 

jun•gle juice / zero clue what's in here
just cause / we had nothing else to put here

ka•se•ya cen•ter / $50 they change the name 
again in the next few years

ka•ra•o•ke / 'Cudas vs. The Rat 
key bis•cane / far superior to Miami Beach 

key west / Halloween goes hard here
kids on cam•pus / menaces to the food court

kit•tens / the only ones getting free housing

late night di•ning / best spot for people watching 
lake os•ce•ola / no, you can't swim in it

laun•dry room / the room that occasionally catches on fire
law room / not a singular law student studies here

lec•ture / a scheduled hour to get your online shopping done
lowe art mu•seum / you went for class, that’s it

lygc (love you, go 'canes) / gotta always remind them

fi•nals sea•son / sleep who?
fi•nal•ly fri•day / casually admitting to the world we're alcoholics

frat par•ty / elevated surfaces and bad decisions
free stuff / cause everyone likes free crap they'll never use

free•bee / why walk when you can wait 45 minutes to have a car 
drive you across the street

frost•ies / derogatory word for frost students
fac•tor•y town / rave at 6 a.m., class at 9 a.m.

game-day / rise of the striped overalls
gi•gi the i•bis / the hottest ibis in town

gli•ders / get eaten alive by bug bites while pretending to lock in
gra•du•a•tion / Watsco Center disco core

goo•gle drive / the most disorganized place to ever exist
group•me / where every club sends you messages you never read

grwm / not a single person cares
the grove / Thursday nights and Sunday morning are where it's at
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the unofficial official

The Uphabet is your A-to-Z guide to all things ’Canes — from campus quirks to unique lingo 
to the occasional Snapchat memory you'd rather forget. Whether you're a first-year figuring 
out what a 'Cane Kickoff is or a senior who’s survived more rainstorms than finals, this 
alphabet breaks down the traditions, slang and spirit that make life at the "U" so unique.
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o•a•sis lounge / when Sandbar is dead
off cam•pus hou•sing / goodbye security deposit
off•ice hours / you either go all the time or never, no in-between
on•ly•fans / cause tuition is too damn high
or•ange and green / unlikely color combination but still works
or•ange um•brel•la / basically a full advertising job with no pay
or•ie•n•ta•tion / where you meet your future ex-situationship

pan•cakes with pat / breakfast at 9 p.m. but it still slaps
pa•tio jams / always playing when you're trying to study
pearson / like Mahoney but better
pe•ro like / spanglish slang 101
pit•cher / average Tuesday afternoon activity at the Rat
pre•game / did you really go out if you didn't pre?
pre•sid•ent's 100 / cargo pants, water bottle and a dream
pu•ra vi•da / money down the drain, but at least you're being healthy

qual•trix / far inferior to Google Forms
qua•vo / shoulda just brought him back for Homecoming this year
qu•iet hours / not a single person observes these
quit / when the going gets too tough
quiz / not as serious as a test so u definetly don't need to study...right?
quiz•let / why tf did they start charging people to use it?
qwick•ly / drop the code in the chat
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rath•skel•ler / get plastered in between classes
red cup / do something crazy enough you might just get posted
red roads / at least they're close to campus
re•ga•tta / don't use your fake here
re•sid•ent•ial col•lege / cause we can't just call them "dorms"
ric•hter / you either cry here or nap here
the rock / free samples and two hour lines
rsmas / technically it's rsmaes but that's dumb so we're not using that

sand•bar / a freshman canon event
se•bas•tian the i•bis / our king
sha•la•la / be real Starbucks is the only reason you're here
storm a•lert / class of 2027 'Canes take flight trauma flashbacks 
sun•day sca•ries / your group project can definitely wait until the 
night before it's due to get started
sy•lly week / kick the semester off by being drunk for a whole week
the stacks / people have sex here...allegedly

vape / cigarettes but make it taste like cotton candy 
ve•ne•tian pool / go once on the freshman trip and never again

ven•mo / whoever puts the meal on their card is definetly not getting 
the full amount back ever 

vi•cky's / best cafecito hands down 
vir•al / better feeling than getting an A on a test 

viz•ca•ya / only going for the Insta flics 
vol•ley•ball / how do y'all have time to play volleyball every night? 

wat•sco / the only thing that sells it out is Disney on Ice
weed / all the hallways in the dorms smell like it

well•ness cen•ter / get swole and get judged
whit•ten / Taylor Swift class and anatomy lecture in the same room

work hard, play hard / favorite excuse to go out on a Wednesday
w•v•u•m / bet you forgot we had a radio station 

wyn•wood / the grafitti isn't even real

xan•ny / take a chill pill...literally
x•a•vier re•stre•po / if only we had a better defense Part 2

x•mas / a Jewish person's favorite holiday 
(i'm Jewish i can write this it's totally fine)

x-ra•ted / our entire presence  
x-ray / for when you fall off of the table

xyl•o•phone / don't judge us we really struggled with coming up 
with words for "x" you try it and get back to us

y'all / when northerners try to act like they're from the south
year•book / you're welcome 

yik•yak / who knows how much of it is actually true?
yo•ga / basic bitch energy

yo•lo / convince yourself a bad decision is a good one
you good? / maybe it's time to head home

zelle / superior to Venmo and y'all arent ready to admit it 
ZIP•CAR / preferred hotbox location

zoom pods / biggest waste of money in the library 
zoom clas•ses / not a single person is paying attention

zoo / number one frat fundraiser
zyn / included in every douchebag starter pack

tail•gate / you most likely won't make it to the game 
thir•sty thurs•day / we love cute names for alcoholism

the•sis / overflow housing in a luxury hotel
tik•tok / spend hours editing to only get 100 views

tri•vi•a tues•days / you're random fun facts actually are 
valuable here (so pls stop telling them to me unprompted)

top•pel / have they ever actually gotten someone an internship?
tu•ba guy / why can we hear your damn tuba from across the lake

u•ber / guys the Uber's already downstairs
ul•tra / an easy way to drop a grand

un•hin•ged / you had one mimosa be for real
u•ni•ver•si•ty vil•lage / somehow more expensive than living in 

luxury off-campus housing
u•S 1 / good luck trying to cross without getting hit

u•v in•dex / if it's above eight you're def skipping class
um•brel•la / if you don't have one in your bag at all times wyd?
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nail sa•lon / nothing says Miami more than having one on campus
nap time / should be made mandatory smh
net•flix / the one streaming service you can't access anymore on 
your parent's account
net•flix and chill / a bold face lie
no nut no•vem•ber / a frat guy's worst nightmare
no-show pro•fes•sors / did you know you can leave after 15 
minutes (we did not verify if this is actually true)

ma•ho•ney / like Pearson but better
mar•ket wed•nes•day / wait in the heat for overpriced fruit
mi•ami ma•ni•ac / why does baseball get its own mascot?
milk•shake / the ones served at Mark Light Stadium are superior
mon•ey / rich students like to pretend they don't have it
mon•ty's / superior happy hour drinks
mus•co•vy ducks / don't dare look at them wrong
mu•sic week / all music, no sleep, lots of drugs
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