
 

Writer of the Year  

Throughout my time on the Gazette, the level at which I write has grown immensely; but 

none of that would have been possible without my peers and advisor. The Gazette is a place 

where all different students can come and share their views. It is a place where you learn through 

experience. And it is a place that thrives on the energy of my advisor Karl Grubaugh.  

This year I truly got the opportunity to take on more complex and relevant stories. Rather 

than covering something with less depth, I was able to cover topics such as statutory rape, 

standing for the pledge, mass shootings, lockdowns and gun safety. Now, although this was 

fascinating to cover and discover more information about, it definitely took a toll. During the 

sadly never-ending gun debate, I covered a multitude of stories relating to shootings. It ended up 

enlightening me, but at the same time, it brought me sadness. This sadness came from all of the 

facts and quotes that resonated with me being a high school student. In order to find an escape 

from these stories that, yes I asked for, I wrote columns. These were my little sanctuary. A place 

to share my experiences, values or ideas. Although these did not include sources or in depth 

reporting, they were personal and they allowed me to have some freedom within the confines of 

a typical article. For me, I  have to have a balance of these two, to keep me sane. 

I  will say that I could never replace what I  learned from writing over the years and 

especially this year. Being able to interview experts who share their intellectual findings and 

opinions is extremely engaging. Finding the perfect lead, is frustrating but satisfying. And seeing 

your printed article is one of the most prideful experiences in a journalists career. The full 

process of writing and publishing an article within a publication is truly a feeling and experience 

that I couldn’t replace.  
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