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29 ON YOUR SIDE

News anchor and Clayton parent Kay Quinn has been working for KSDK
Channel 5 for the past 29 years.

“When you come to work, you never know what’s going to
happen and I really like that part of it,” Kay Quinn said. “Anything
could happen, you could meet anyone and you just never know.”

Quinn started at News Channel 5 doing freelance work, which
quickly became a full-time career. 29 years later, Quinn continues
to work at Channel 5 as a news anchor and reporter.

Throughout her childhood, Quinn was immersed in the world
of journalism and from a young age. Quinn lived in Hawaii for 13
years during her childhood and was influenced by her exposure
to journalism. Her father worked in sports management for his
whole career and had many friends who worked as broadcasters
and sports writers. During their time in Hawaii, Quinn’s father
worked as a general manager for a baseball team; Quinn and her
siblings would explore the Pacific Coast League stadium.

“Then, it was only men in the press box, so this would be in
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the 60s, and we’d just go running through the press
box, and they'd say, ‘no women in the press box!’,
and we’'d laugh at them because we were just little
girls,” Quinn said. “But it was interesting to see, to
think back on that experience and then to think at 14,
‘1 want to do what they do.” | always liked this idea
of hearing something, getting information, hearing
someone’s story, being able to tell other people about
it. So that’s what really got me interested and then
just by knowing some broadcasters, that really got
me interested.”

Quinn began her first job in Vancouver when she
was 18 years old. She worked as a traffic reporter on
one of her dad’s friend’s radio stations.

“I'had a job at a radio station which is how [ start-
ed my career. | always tell people, you get your first
job by a different combination of things: it's going to
be luck, it’s going to be who you know, and following
your passion, what your interests are and playing up
your strengths.”

For Quinn, having connections to other broad-
casters and journalists opened up many opportuni-
ties for her career.

Quinn worked in radio for eight years before tran-
sitioning to the television industry. She moved to St.
Louis in 1985 and continued working in radio with
KMOX and KXOK. Then, Quinn began working part
time for Channel 30.

“I was doing some On-Air promos for Channel 30,
just on the weekends, they were all pre-taped, but it
was on-camera experience,” Quinn said. “I had the
reporting part of it, | had the voice part of it, | had so
many pieces of what I felt were the journalistic skills
that I needed that would transfer over to TV. What |
didn’t have was the on-camera experience.”

While working with Channel 30, Quinn was giv-
en the opportunity to be a representative for a Unit-
ed Way show. The director of News Channel 5 saw Quinn on
the show and recruited her to do freelance work. Within three
months, Quinn was working full-time for Channel 5.

Over the course of her career, Quinn experienced the dramat-
ic evolution of technology. In the television industry, this change
in technology was very visible. When Quinn arrived at Channel 5,
the staff used typewriters to write their news copies and camera
shots.

“Then, they would rip these papers (news copies and camera
shots) apart and they would get distributed to the director, the an-
chors, the reporter, and one would go on this teleprompter where
the papers literally rolled on this conveyor belt, through a series
of mirrors were reflected onto the teleprompter in the studio,”
Quinn said. “I was here before they had computers, | remember
when computers arrived, we had one. We never had cell phones,
we didn’t have phones in our news units, so you would have to
make all of your calls before you left on a story and then when you

got there, shoot your story and come back, and you wouldn’t be
able to talk to the news room or the assignment desk or your su-
pervisor. You would just go out and collect the information and
hope everything went well and come back.”

Now, cameras can be programmed to move to different shots,
and a large quantity of information is stored digitally.

“It has just been an unbelievable change,” Quinn said, “and to
watch it all happen has just been fascinating, the way technology
changes and the quality of what we do.”

In addition to the technological change Quinn witnessed, she
has also been able to experience the progression of women’s in-
volvement in the news industry. When she was growing up, there
were very few women entering television.

“I'think the idea of women entering television was fairly new,”
Quinn said. “Barbara Walters, who is still a huge icon of mine, she
was one of the first women on the air and | remember beingin high
school and writing her a letter telling her how much [ admired her
work and asking for her advice on getting into the business.”

While her choice to go into television news and media was not
one made by many women, it was the rarity of the career that ap-
pealed to Quinn most.

“There were so many women breaking down the barriers and
actually getting in the business. That’s what I think had the appeal
to me as opposed to working in a paper or the print side of things.
It just seemed exciting,” she said.

Women continue to face challenges in the workplace today,
and fortunately, Quinn has not faced a great deal of inappropriate
behavior during her time in the entertainment industry.

“I think the challenges are really the same today, which are
wanting to be treated fairly in the workplace and luckily I didn’t
meet up with too much of that,” Quinn said. “We're hearing a lot
about the sexual harassment piece of what goes on in the enter-
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tainment industry and some in the broadcasting industry as well.
[ faced a little bit of that, but nothing that made me want to quit or
leave my job. I just kind of always ignored it and just kept going. |
think I just set a goal focused on that and never took my eyes off of
that, but there were challenges.”

Quinn explained how hard women have had to work to be
viewed as reporters and journalists, not just “eye-candy” for the
viewers.

“The men were always the serious ones in the suits, and the
women were almost like the visual part of it. | think women have
struggled initially, especially Barbara Walters and the first women
in television to be taken seriously and to be looked at as journalists
who are just as strong as men,” Quinn said.

While women have made great strides towards equality
throughout Quinn’s career, she still thinks that society has a long
way to go before equality becomes a reality.

“I don’t think women are paid equally, that is going to be the
next big barrier, is for women to be paid just as much as men. If
you are doing the same job, the pay should be equal. But these are
issues that women face in every industry and its just going to take
time and hard work.” (®
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intro

“I didn’t see a way out. I didn’t think that I could get out. I con-
vinced myself that I needed to be there, and that was my life. It
happened pretty fast. They played on my fears.”

Katie Rhoades, founder of Healing Action in St. Louis, an or-
ganization that provides support to those affected by human traf-
ficking, is a survivor of trafficking herself. She was introduced into
this world of bondage at the age of 18.

“I was struggling with undiagnosed PTSD, I was severely de-
pressed. I was having panic attacks and flashbacks,” Rhoades
said. “I thought [ was crazy. I struggled to get through high school.
When [ finally graduated I did what most kids do: get away from
their parents. So I moved out.”

Rhoades turned to alcohol to escape her troubles, and did not
realize that she had an addiction. She was unable to hold down a
job, and did not have a place to stay as a result of her dependency.

“I couldn’t go back home. I did not have a great relationship
with my family. My dad was actually dying of cancer, so to go back
home was to face that,” she said. “[I had| a pretty negative rela-
tionship with my mother. [ was sleeping in my car. [ didn’t have a
job. I'was struggling with addiction.”

Rhoades almost gave up searching for a job when an old friend
from high school who worked at a strip club came to her with a job
offer. To Rhoades, the thought of stripping was absolutely terrify-
ing. However, she was desperate to leave the streets. So Rhoades
began her career as a stripper.

However, shortly after the start of her new life, Rhoades was
approached by a woman with a different job offer. This time, she
would travel to California, and Rhoades believed the new job
would allow her to escape her substance dependence and life as
a stripper.

Within three days, Rhoades traveled to California and met
with the woman’s boyfriend and business manager that she was
going to be working with.

“It became apparent very quickly that it was not going to be
legitimate work, it was going to be working in clubs, it was going
to be prostitution. [ didn’t have any contacts or a way to get back,”
Rhoades said.

Rhoades knew these circumstances were not going to end well.
She wanted a way out. Rhoades attempted to escape once, but
eventually found her way back to California after her dad died.
Finally, after she got into trouble with her procurer, Rhoades de-
cided it was time to get permanent help.

“I had made eye contact with another pimp on accident. He
told my pimp that I was out of pocket [when a victim is not under
control of a pimp, leaving her vulnerable to threats, violence or

STL lens

“In Missouri in 2017, the sex trafficking hotline received 420
calls. Out of the 420, 140 were validated as actual human sex traf-
ficking cases,” CHS social worker Sheila Powell-Walker said. “Out
of those, 50 came from victims and survivors of human sex traf-
ficking”

Powell-Walker has attended multiple conferences exploring
the human trafficking problem in St. Louis and has been in focus
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harassment to influence her to choose a pimp|,” Rhoades said. “I
got put on the streets in what's called a pimp circle, where other
pimps have an opportunity to try to get me to go with them. [ knew
that [ was going to get killed by a trick or end up in a dumpster.”

Rhoades convinced her owner to send her back home. The
pimp agreed, and Rhoades was greeted by her family at the air-
port just days later. Rhoades kept her past a secret, despite her
wanting to reveal her identity.

“During that couple months I was back home, my dad was re-
ally sick and ultimately died,” Rhoades said. “I didn’t think I could
talk about it. Why would they be worried about me? My dad’s dy-
ing.”

Soon after her dad passed away, Rhoades fell back into the
same boat. She started drinking again and her relationship with
her mother fell apart once again.

“I did what I knew what to do and I went back to the strip
clubs. I thought I was smarter this time around, and I wouldn’t
get roped in again,” she said. “Within a month of my dad passing
away, my pimp called to check in on me. He’s like, ‘Let’s meet. |
know you had a really crappy time. Let’s talk about why you left.’
He reeled me back in.”

Once again, Rhoades was back in California——but this time was
different. She would have more control over what was happening
in her life. She figured this agreement would make the work she
did bearable.

“Once I got back to California, it was like a moment of clari-
ty. Geez, Katie, what did you do? I'm back in this crap. I started
planning my next exit. He left me alone in Portland at the club. |
reached out to a family physician of mine, and said I can’t do this
anymore,” Rhoades said. “I need to get into treatment. [ didn’t re-
ally tell her the whole story of what was going on. She was able to
work with my mom in getting me into rehab.”

Rhoades entered rehab, and her mom supported her through
the recovery process. As a result of her experience, Rhoades was
compelled to use her story to help others. She applied to and was
accepted at the George Warren Brown School of Social Work at
Washington University in St. Louis. After receiving her degree in
social work, Rhoades started the Healing Action organization to
help other survivors like herself.

“To think that we all think that it can’t happen to our kids, and
that’s just not the case,” Rhoades said. “It’s not about intelligence,
it’s about emotional vulnerability and just vulnerability in gener-
al. I don’t know what would have happened if [my parents| would
have asked more questions.=

groups designed to protect high school students from the issue.
She is not just worried about high schools located in the eye of the
human trafficking storm, but in those places that one might not
expect to be troublesome, such as in Clayton.

“We should be talking about this at a high school level because
any one of us could become a victim of it,” she said.

According to Jessica Wilkins, the Reducing the Risk Coordi-
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nator for the Covering House, a non-profit organization in Brent-
wood dedicated to providing therapy to human trafficking survi-
vors, St. Louis is especially susceptible to trafficking. According
to Polaris, a human trafficking advocacy group, Missouri has the
17th most reported human trafficking cases in the United States.

“St. Louis has a ton of highways. They span the entire coun-
try, and the International Airport; these make trafficking easier,”
Wilkins said. “Also St. Louis has a high number of [runaways],
shunned by their caregiver for whatever reason, and they end up
in that situation where they have to make decisions to get their
basic needs met that most people don’t consider.”

Much of the sex trafficking in St. Louis occurs in brothels, often
in the form of Asian massage parlors. Asian massage parlors are
common in the U.S., and these often serve as fronts for sex traf-
ficking rings.

“They lie to women in Asia and tell them, ‘oh, we need you to be
a waitress or a housekeeper,” and they bring them here and force
them into prostitution,” Pam Gonzalez, a St. Louis nurse, said.

According to Gonzalez, the girls do not speak any English and
lack passports and identification. These women are trapped in-
side these parlors that are used daily by the average St. Louisan.

“One day, before the FBI shut down Backpage, I got on Back-
page.com to look for some brothels, and within a matter of 20
minutes, I found 33,” she said. “And I'm sure there’s way more,
but I was just looking near me, up and down Manchester Road ba-

sically and in the South County area.”

Diana Fine, the former co-chair of the National Council of Jew-
ish Women in Creve Coeur, first joined a task force five years ago
through the council years ago when a friend of hers learned that
she was a therapist by profession.

“Our goal [was]| to improve the lives of women and children
and families,” Fine said. “We don’t usually have direct contact
with the victims of sex trafficking, but a large part of our focus is
getting the laws in our state changed to protect victims and survi-
vors and to also make it more difficult for the traffickers.”

Transitioning into this new line of work was new for Fine, es-
pecially given the severity of the human trafficking problem in St.
Louis. She had never worked with victims of trafficking before.

“I'really didn’t know what I was doing,” she said. “I didn’t really
know anything about human trafficking, but we met every couple
of weeks over a period of about two years and it became very clear
that St. Louis was a real hub of human trafficking.”

Fine quickly realized that human trafficking was an issue that
needed to be halted.

Human trafficking in the St. Louis area, as well as the nation, is
far from being resolved.

“The national center for missing and exploited children, they
have reported that in the last five years, there has been an 846
percent increase in child sex trafficking reports,” Missouri State

Representative Ann Wagner said.





the victims

“We have to get away from the stereotype of the creepy old
dude somewhere on the Internet who goes and snatches a child,”
Wilkins said. “It can happen in so many different ways.”

There are many situations that can lead to the victimization of
a person at the hands of a trafficker. According to Wilkins, it is
often hard to differentiate victims of human sex trafficking from
other people, because except in extreme cases, they lead lives
very similar to anyone else. However, there are certain signs that
could hint at a person being involved with trafficking.

“You might have someone that’s suddenly missing class a lot, or
absent from schools on random days,” Jessica Lydon, Administra-
tive Assistant of the Covering House, said. “Isolating from friend
groups, having grades suddenly drop. These are basically your
normal signs that something has occurred.”

Other signs include people suddenly coming into possession
into expensive, brand-name goods they would not normally be
able to afford and changes to someone’s social media accounts.

The ways people enter into the world of trafficking vary from
young boys and girls getting picked up off the street to dysfunc-
tional romances. According to Lydon, for more than 85 percent
of the victims that come through the Covering House, trafficking
began with a seemingly innocent relationship.

“We had one girl's boyfriend say, ‘I don’t have enough money
to pay off my debts, but here’s my girlfriend’s address, you can go
to her house and get my payment for what [ owe you in whatever
way you want,”” Lydon said. “He’s not a traditional pimp in this
situation, but it’s still trafficking.”

Other victims are sold by their parents to traffickers in ex-
change for drugs or other payment, a practice reminiscent of traf-
ficking elsewhere in the world.

“In most other countries in the world, it’s your family members
that traffick you, your parents or a member of your community
trafficks you, because of the tremendous amount of poverty in
your community,” Gonzalez said. “That happens in America - that
family members sell their children - but it’s not the norm.”

Although not as common as other forms of trafficking, the ste-
reotypical scenario of children getting snatched off the streets is
still very relevant in St. Louis. This aspect is worsened by the city’s
high number of child runaways who leave home as a response to
problems in their lives.

“A lot of kids get into sex trafficking because of already being a
runner. Maybe they ran and ended up in having to participate in
some kind of survival sex that turned into trafficking. Or maybe
they keep falling back into trafficking because of the running,” Ly-
don said. “What we deal with is a lot of inability to think clearly be-
cause of all the emotional trauma, and for them, running becomes
something that is like a habit, becomes their initial response.”

The problem of sex trafficking is not just perpetuated by male
pimps, as is a common misconception.
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“One of our young ladies was trafficked by another woman,
just in building a friendship,” Wilkins said. “That friendship was
exploited.”

Human trafficking victims are often first recognized at local
hospitals. Victims will occasionally seek medical care on their
own; however, these victims are typically accompanied by the
men that are pandering to them to ensure they do not escape.

“We had one person who came in. It was her third visit in the
week. She was a young female,” Melissa Kroll, Emergency Medi-
cal Services physician at Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, said.
“She was in a sex trafficking ring, and she didn’t want to be there
anymore. She was not happy where she was.”

The young woman, who was only in her early 20s, went direct-
ly to Kroll for help. According to Kroll, the woman was not just
running from her procurer, but also the law.

“She was like, ‘I'm being used. I don’t want this. Because I'd
been forced to sell myself, there are prostitution charges against
me. | missed my court date. My captor wouldn’t let me make it.
So I have warrants out for my arrest, am I gonna be arrested?””

BY THE NUMBERS
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Jessica Lydon, Javier Cardenas and Jessica Wilkins of the Covering House in St. Louis.
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Kroll said. “I couldn’t promise she wouldn’t be arrested. She left
the emergency department before we were able to get her help.
She just disappeared.”

Unfortunately for medical care providers, these victims are
not always upfront with their distress. It often takes a surplus of
potential indicators for the doctors to confront the patient.

“We had one that didn’t speak English. He came in and gave
his birth date that made him 16. We were trying to contact his
parents who were in Mexico,” Kroll said. “He didn’t have a phone
number to his parents. What 16-year-old doesn’t have a phone
number to their parents?”

The teenager was accompanied by another man who was
translating for him. According to Kroll, the 16-year-old appeared
to be physically abused.

“This poor kid had a very large cut on his face. We had to take
care of the cut. The number one priority is to take care of the
health of the person in front of you. We took care of that. Then
we said, ‘because you're a kid, we have to get permission to treat
you.” And then he [gave us| a new birth wdate,” Kroll said. “|He
said], ‘they didn’t give my date of birth right. They misheard me.’
When he gave the new date of birth he was 20 so we could treat
him.”

Kroll was decidedly suspicious of his story. After further inves-
tigation by Kroll and her colleagues, it became apparent that the
young boy was being trafficked.

According to Kroll, the hospital should not overwhelm and in-
timidate these victims.

“Our only hope is that every time they come into the hospital,
they recognize that the hospital is a safe place,” she said. “That
any point in time they decide they want to leave [trafficking]|, they
have a safe place to go to.”

Although the new homes for the victims while encompassed by
the world of trafficking are seemingly harrowing and unpleasant,
to the victims their new residence can be quite the opposite.

“A lot of these victims come from very dangerous locations,
[to] alot of these victims, the place that they are currently living
is not as bad as the place that they came from. These are kids that
you would hope have a family somewhere,” Kroll said. “But a lot
of these kids, who ended [up] in human trafficking have been
through the foster system or are runaways because their home
environment is not good. Their biggest fear is getting sent back
home.”

When the children are finally able to escape trafficking, their
first concern is not getting pulled back into trafficking. Instead, it
is of being pushed back to their original home.

“When we think of human trafficking, we think of it as a very
much in our faces, where we can look at it and say, ‘oh yeah, that’s
what happening,”™ Powell-Walker said. “But it doesn’t necessarily
work like that. There are so many ways it could happen, and it can

happen to anyone.”





legal issues

Jaytonya Claydorn-Muldrow, Detec-
tive Sergeant with the Intelligence Divi-
sion of the St. Louis Metropolitan Police
Department, supervises human traffick-
ing investigations.

“The problem is very prevalent,” Clay-
dorn-Muldrow said. “Our problem mostly
deals with minor females or black, juve-
nile females between 14 and 16 years of
age. That’s the most common victim that
we identify within the St. Louis City Police
Department.”

Bringing sex trafficking cases to light
can be difficult. To have a solid case
against a suspected pimp, there needs to
be a victim who’s willing to risk it all in or-
der to make a case against the trafficker.

“Once we receive those referrals, a
detective is assigned to investigate that
case,” Claydorn-Muldrow said. “They
have to meet with the victim and see
what’s going on. [ will say that most cases,
especially with our juvenile victims, the
victims will not disclose immediately.”

According to the detective, it typically

takes multiple visits before a victim will dis-
close their situation. Once a case of human
trafficking is verified, law enforcement will
collect evidence to attempt to file charges
against a suspected trafficker.

The role of the police in the cases made
against traffickers is essential. Gathering
information for the report as well as secur-
ing a reliable victim to cooperate are both
key pieces in a trial against a sex trafficker.

“Without the police officers conducting
the investigation, writing a report, gather-
ing evidence and identifying a victim and a
suspect, there would be no case to present
in court,” Claydorn-Muldrow said. “Before
we can take the case to our circuit attor-
ney’s office we have to have those three ele-
ments in place.”

They will then take the police report to
the circuit attorney’s office for further re-
view, involving a decision to issue or refuse
charges. In some instances, the trafficker
cannot be pursued due to the sudden ab-
sence or noncompliance from a victim.

“There are times where we have victims

who say they're going to cooperate but
we will arrest the suspect and then the
victim will go into hiding or go on the
run,” Claydorn-Muldrow said. “With-
out a victim, we can’t prosecute a case.
That’s most often why those types of cas-
es are refused once we take them to the
circuit attorney’s office.”

Often in these types of scenarios,
prosecutors will find other incriminat-
ing evidence to use against the defen-
dant. Other charges can be pressed to
incarcerate the criminal when solid evi-
dence against a trafficker is lacking.

“A lot of these traffickers end up with
drug possession charges, they end up
going to jail for marijuana or cocaine,”
Javier Cardenas, Manager of Donor De-
velopment and Legislative Affairs at the
Covering House, said.

Jail time can vary greatly for those
convicted of human trafficking.

“With the St. Louis City Police De-
partment, we usually try to take our cas-
es federal whenever possible because
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the federal system has stiffer penalties; however, sentencing can
depend on the suspect’s past criminal history and the judge that’s

hearing the case,”
Claydorn-Muldrow
said. “There are a lot
of variables that come
into play and it's very
hard to pinpoint just
what a sentencing
would be.”

Pleading guilty ver-
sus not guilty can vary
ones outcome as well.
In 2013, a male took
another female across
state lines to partici-
pate in prostitution.

He was faced with a 25-year sentence if the case went to trial, but

he accepted to a plea agreement of 10 years.

“People are being educated on the
topic of human trafficking. They're
actually wanting to get involved.”

- Claydorn-Muldrow

widespread in St. Louis over the last few decades, the laws sur-
rounding it have not changed much in response.

“I think that the
difference  now is
that there’s more
awareness,” Clay-
dorn-Muldrow  said.
“There’s more people
paying attention and
referring cases to us,
but I think the num-
bers have always been
the same. There’s no
way to verify that, we
just don’t know, but I
think people are being
educated on the topic

of human trafficking or being more aware. They're actually want-

ing to do something about it and get involved.”

Although the issue of human trafficking has become more

Pam Gonzalez, who has worked as a nurse for 34 years,
has a passion for fighting human trafficking. She has been
a part of multiple human trafficking boards throughout St.
Louis.

“The [group] I started with in the beginning [is] called
the Protect Me Project and that is a group that works sole-
ly in South America to fight human trafficking,” Gonzalez
said. “Their whole premise is to prevent it, so they work in
schools with teachers and through local community groups
and even in churches to kind of get the word out to teach-
ers and parents what some of the common denominators of
girls that end up getting trafficked are.”

The Protect Me Project currently works to save victims
in six countries of Latin America. However, the group does
take part in some domestic work as well.

“I'went to Houston with them last year to the Super Bowl.
The Super Bowl is the biggest human trafficking day of the
year in the United States because it is the biggest sporting
event,” she said. “Unfortunately, whenever you have a large
group of men that gather, there’s always a high demand for
prostitution, and wherever you have a high for demand for
prostitution, you're going to have a lot of human sex traffick-
ing going on to fill that prostitution need.”

Gonzalez spent some time in Houston spreading aware-
ness of the issue.

Gonzalez recently joined another rising human traffick-
ing awareness group in the St. Louis area: Tiger Lily.

“They work with both women that have been rescued
out of sex trafficking, and they want to start working with
the men. Because if we don’t stop the demand for sex traf-
ficking, then what’s going to happen is when we rescue girls
and women out of trafficking, the traffickers are just going
to get more women, because there’s still a need and they're
making money,” Gonzalez said. “So we will have ended up
facilitating more girls getting trafficked that might not have
been trafficked in the first place.”

Although Tiger Lily does not yet have a house for the vic-
tims, Gonzalez plans to help implement a facility that can
hold at least 10 women during their recovery.
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THE COVERING
HOUSE

“It usually takes about six months to where they've
built enough trust and feel safe enough in the environ-
ment and feel ready to actually start processing their
story,” Lydon said. The Covering House, a non-profit
organization in Brentwood dedicated to providing
therapy to human trafficking survivors, consists of
a year-long rehabilitation program, saturated with
constant guidance from the many staff members that
have dedicated part of their lives to helping these vic-
tims.

The Covering House consists of 10 administrative
staff members and six board members, and houses
girls aged 13 to 17 years old. The Covering House al-
lows anybody to refer a potential client directly from
their website. However, not all of the referrals live
in the house. The Covering House offers community
based services that allow sex trafficking victims to
live at home while still receiving supplemental ser-
vices, such as group or individual therapy.

“In community based services we have more flex-
ibility to have transgender clients, boys and girls and
different ages. Our oldest referral was 57,” Lydon
said. “We can work with a much bigger demographic.
We really want to open a home for boys. There are
not many services for girls, there’s barely anything
for boys.”

There are two phases to the recovery. According
to The Covering House website, “The first phase ex-
plores the meaning of safety and self-care as well as
feelings and fear identification. The second phase
focuses on developing self-awareness and efficacy as
well as establishing appropriate boundaries and con-
nection within relationships.”

However, the residents of the home do not spend
all of their year in therapy meeting with counselors
and talking through their past. The Covering House
places a large emphasis on education and experien-
tial learning. The girls will learn basic culinary, gar-
dening and photography skills, as well as participat-
ing in drama courses and Bible study.

“We are seeing a lot of the transformation through
the relationships they are building with the staff,” Ly-
don said. “Really just building what we call a chosen
family to help them walk through the process.”
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the internet issue| .

On April 6, 2018, the website Backpage.com, an infamous hub
for sex advertisements and prostitution, was forcefully shut down
by U.S. federal law enforcement agencies. Until its closure, the
website had served as one of the largest online marketplaces for
sex trafficking.

The closure of Backpage.com and numerous other similar
websites came as a result of the passage of the “Allow States and
Victims to Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act” (FOSTA) bill through
Congress. According to Rep. Wagner, Backpage.com had re-
mained protected from law enforcement for a simple reason.

“The [Communications Decency Act] (CDA) was written back
in 1996, before the internet was much of a thing, and courts had
been siding with Backpage, even though they didn’t want to, be-
cause Backpage was hiding behind an immunity clause,” Wagner
said. “The courts were saying, ‘Hey, Congress, we need legisla-
tion, not litigation, we need you to verify congressional intent.™

The CDA was designed in order to control obscene content,
including pornography, in cyberspace.

“There’s a link between pornography and this very casual at-
titude towards sex and human sex trafficking and prostitution,”
Gonzalez said. “They all kind of run together, and it’s really hard to
separate them out and say which one leads to the other, because
they all just kind of run in a circle. Because ultimately, sex traffick-
ing and prostitution and pornography all are the commodification
of women, and saying that a woman’s parts are more significant
than a woman as a whole.”

Before the FOSTA bill, in lawsuits against sex advertise-
ment-oriented websites, courts had to side with the websites be-
cause of section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency Act.
This section states that “No provider or user of an interactive com-
puter service shall be treated as the publisher or speaker of any
information provided by another information content provider”,
meaning the websites could not be held accountable for what us-
ers posted. The FOSTA bill is aimed at revising this in the context
of websites promoting sex trafficking.

According to the Congresswoman, the chief sponsor of the bill,
since the signing of FOSTA, the online economy around trafficking
in America has decimated.

“We never intended for the internet to be a red-light district,”
Wagner said. “If it is a crime offline, it is a crime online.”

President Trump signed the bill on April 11, with Wagner and
multiple human trafficking victims and their family members pres-
ent.

According to Wagner, since the bill's passing, there has been
an 80 percent decrease in online advertising for commercial sex.

“To have a piece of legislation that actually saves lives, and has
such an immediate impact, we're proud of some of the results
we've already seen,” Wagner said. “FOSTA is probably the most
significant anti-online sex trafficking bill Congress has passed in
nearly 20 years.”

There is some concern that the FOSTA bill infringes on First
Amendment rights, as it limits what people can post on websites.
However, Wagner believes that because of the bill’s specificity to
posts regarding prostitution or trafficking, this is not an issue.

Wagner has been leading the fight against sex trafficking since
she came to Congress in 2013. From 2005-2009, Wagner worked
with the state department as the U.S. Ambassador to Luxem-
bourg. It was there where Wagner was introduced to the severity
of human and sex trafficking in modern society.

During this time, Wagner watched as young women and boys
were trafficked from Eastern Europe to wealthy countries in
Western Europe. After she returned to St. Louis, she learned that
the city ranked among the top 20 cities in America for sex traffick-
ing, and was inspired to take action.

However, Wagner believes that it takes more than just political
action to solve problems.

“I do not believe you can solve all of society’s ills through legis-
lation,” Wagner said. “It takes education and awareness. I've been
to the covering house, all the state houses, and across the country.
I've worked with parents and victims and volunteers, they're the
ones I think about when [ pass this kind of legislation. I want them
to know that they’re not alone, that there are people looking out
for them in our society, to try to make our community safer.”

making a difference

Although human trafficking remains a prevalent issue in to-
day’s society, high schoolers and other community members have
several opportunities to help reduce its occurance.

The first step to taking action is educating oneself on the issue.
“What I would recommend a high schooler doing is number one:
get involved and learn about the issue,” Cardenas said. “Talk to
your parents and talk to your friends.”

Moreover, Cardenas warns against writing or calling lawmak-
ers. Oftentimes, an assistant will receive these letters and phone
calls, but will not pass the message onto their executive.

“If you want to make a difference, then you also have to vote.
That’s the reality of it,” Cardenas said. “Lawmakers are more
afraid of your ballot than your call.”

Gonzalez remains optimistic that human trafficking can even-
tually be prevented altogether.

“If you turn the water in your sink on full force, and you let it fill
up and run over onto the floor, and all you do is dry the floor but
you don’t turn the faucet off - and I'm certainly not suggesting that
we don’'t need to be rescuing women out of human sex trafficking,”
Gonzalez said, “because we do - but if we don’t do something to
stop it, then we are just wiping up the floor. We have to turn the
water off.”

But in the meantime, the only way to reduce the risk of traffick-
ing, is to raise awareness of the issue. Anissue, according to Kroll,
the asperity of which is often severely underestimated.

“[Human trafficking],” Kroll said, “is modern day slavery.” (§

Call 1-888-373-7888 or

Text “HELP” to 233733

If you think that someone you
know is a victim of human
trafficking, please call or text
now.
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By Grace Snelling, Katie Snelling, Sara Stermmler and Lila Taylor
with reporting by Michael Bernard®and Daniel Cohen

As of 2017, the psychoactive drug marijuana has been legalized
in some way in 29 states and Washington D.C. Eight stafes and the
capital have legalized the drug for recreational use. While canna-

bis is still federally illegal and not yet regulated by the Food and

Drug Administration, many states are passing new legislation fo
legalize marijuana — and Missouri could be next. The Globe in-
vestigates the facefts of this controversial story and how it applies
fo Clayton as well as the rest of Missouri. This issue is one that hits
close fo home now more than ever.

> NAMES HAVE BEEN
CHANGED TO PROTECT
THE ANONYMITY OF
THE INDIVIDUALS

p CLAYTON

“All of my money. All the cash that I get or steal from my par-
ents goes towards marijuana,” CHS student Jane* said.

s the push to legalize marijuana increases across the US, the
effect of this psychoactive drug on the student body at CHS has be-
come more apparent. Based on a recent student survey conduct-
ed by the Globe, 69 percent of the student body know someone
who has smoked or consumed marijuana.

CHS sophomore Hunter Chestnut Perry is among the 77
percent of Clayton students who have not smoked marijuana.
His declination to smoke is especially unique considering
his roots in Boulder, Colorado. Perry moved to St. Louis
from Boulder in August of 2016 to begin his freshman year.
While visiting Colorado for the summer before returning at the
beginning of this school year, weed culture in Colorado and in Mis-
souri became more astoundingly distinct to him.

“People talk about it alot in [St. Louis], but Thaven’t personally
seen anyone do it here - I don’t really hang out with people who
[smoke marijuana], but [in COJ, it’s just in the open everywhere,”
Perry said. “You walk down the street and there will be a bunch
of people doing it on the sidewalk, or at bus stops, or anywhere
basically.’

Perry is not the only one who has noticed the seemingly casual
public use of marijuana in Colorado. In fact, many are concerned
that the use of cannabis products, especially in teens, has become
too casual, increasing the risk for medical repercussions in users.
It was certainly not always this way. Perry noted a palpable
change in weed culture both before and after the introduction of
Amendment 64 to the Constitution of the State of Colorado, or the
legalization of recreational use of marijuana back in 2012.

here were still a lot of people who still did it before it was
legalized, but they tried to hide it a lot, where now, if you go there,
I'd be surprised if | didn’t see someone doing it every day,” Perry
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Although he has a history of being widely exposed to cannabis

products, Perry continues to refrain from smoking due to both
family history and the awareness of possible medical repercus-
sions.

It’'s mostly because of basketball. A few of my uncles used to
be pretty good at basketball, and they started smoking and kinda
lost interest in school and activities, and just got super lazy, and I
just didn’t want to go down that path, so I stay away from it. It’s
mostly health related,” he said.

Although Perry himself does not participate in cannabis relat-
ed activities, he is familiar with people who regularly participate
in such activities, some even coming to social gatherings already
high.

“I'’know one dude who, he was at a party, and he was underage
so he wasn’t supposed to have it, and cops showed up, and he dove
out of a two-story window, through the glass, and his stomach got
all cut up so he has like 56 stitches in his stomach from the glass,
and he got arrested for a night, but he was bailed out,” Perry said.

Perry attempts, however, to make sure his friends are not ac-
tively smoking while they are hanging out, a task that is becoming

more difficult with students’ increasing exposure to marijuana
products.

Similarly to Perry, Clay Butler, a junior at CHS, has watched
his friends become more interested in alcohol and marijuana, and
believes that use of these substances almost always has negative
consequences. As someone who does not smoke or drink, Butler
often feels like an outlier.

“If you go to a party and you don’t smoke or drink, most likely
your friends are gonna be like, ‘okay, we're not gonna peer
sure you but it’s always gonna be here!” and they are obviously edg-
ing you towards it, they want you to do it, consciously or subcon-
sciously they're gonna try to push it on you,” Butler said.

At Clayton, Butler noted, drinking and smoking is somewhat
normalized.

“I do think every high school has a unique atmosphere about
it. What I've noticed is that in Clayton, the parties are usually in a

7 OUT OF EVERY 10 CLAYTON
STUDENTS KNOW SOMEONE
WHO HAS SMOKED MARIJUANA.

space where |[drinking and smoking] is not frowned upon by the
parents. It’s more like, the parents are trying to create that ‘safe
space’ but whenever you have underage drinking, it’s never a good
idea and stupid stuff is gonna happen,” Butler said. “I can’t really
speak for e high school, just Clayton, but it seems like it’s very
well known who does it and which groups do it together, and it’s
very open. It’s kind of shocking how Clayton hasn’t had any type
of [student-centered] drug prevention program at all, the most we
get is a few times a year we talk about it. The people who don’t
want to drink are afraid to voice their opinion about.”

To further educate his peers about the negative effects of sub-
stance abuse, as well as to show other students (especially under-
classmen) that it is okay to avoid smoking and drinking, Butler
has joined an initiative called Tri Putting Off Drinking (TRIPOD).
Students who join this initiative are taught an hour long lesson by
the National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (NCADA)
about substance abuse, which they are then able to teach to their
classmates. Butler hopes that this program will help to increase
awareness about alcohol and drugs in the Clayton community.

Although some Clayton students share Perry and Butler’s
views on marijuana, Jane believes most students have tried smok-
ing at least once.

“Everyone smokes. I do think a lot of people [at Clayton]
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CCI SMOKE WHILE I AM WALKING DOWN THE
STREET. I SMOKE AT MY HOUSE. I SMOKE
ANYWHERE. )

smoke,” Jane said.

Jane has been smoking marijuana for about a year now, and
smokes about once a day during the school year and four to five
times a day during the summer. Although she was initially wary
about being caught with the illegal substance, smoking and con-
suming marijuana has become a more casual experience for her.

“When 1 first started smoking [ was so worried, I was so wor-
ried about where [ was smoking, who I was smoking with, when 1
was going home,” Jane said. “Now I just like ... smoke while I'm
walking down the street. I do. I smoke at my house, I smoke any-
where.”

Jane usually purchases about five grams of marijuana once
every two weeks, which she smokes in a group with her friends.
This costs her at least $100 per month, and she sometimes has
to steal money from her parents to cover the price. According to
Jane, because of the amount of money that is involved in these
transactions, it is typical for dealers to over-price their marijuana,
especially if the buyers are freshmen and do not know any better.

“What happens is either you get an unfair price, you get an un-
fair amount, [the dealer] is like ... really bad about meeting you,
and then lastly they take forever to respond to you,” she said.

For many dealers at CHS, the process of obtaining and selling
drugs has proved dangerous. CHS alum Frank* began dealing at
the age of 17, when he met a worker at a Clayton restaurant who
offered to help him become a dealer by connecting him with other
local adult dealers (he has since stopped dealing).

“I [moved] 2.5 ounces a week,” Frank said. “It’s pretty laid
back. Nobody cares except the cops.”

While still dealing, Frank made approximately $500 per week
only through drug transactions. Often, dealing put him in threat-
ening situations.

“I was picking up from a dude. Then this guy pulled out a gun
[on me]. He told me to give him all my money and weed. I told him
to go away,” he said.

Although the gun was not loaded and Frank was unharmed, he
was shaken by the altercation.

Other students recount similar experiences. Jason*, a student
at CHS, is friends with multiple dealers who have been threatened
by suppliers.
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“Even in high school ... even if you try to screw over like, a high
school dealer, they might pull up to your house with a gun. [A deal-
er I know]| pulled a knife on my friend,” Jason said.

The basic understanding of the Clayton drug trade is as fol-
lows: a student or recent graduate of Clayton or a neighboring St.
Louis high school purchases in larger quantities from adults, and
then resells that product to students at Clayton who they are in
contact with.

“High school dealers buy from somebody in the area and
they’ll ask for a hookup and the high school dealers try to buy in
bulk, so typically they’ll buy a couple of ounces maybe so that they
can just sell it and they don’t have to continuously keep buying,”
Jason said.

Eric Selig, a criminal defense attorney in the St. Louis area,
has an awareness of the drug culture because of his career in law.
He has sat in with Federal Bureau of Investigation(FBI) and Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) agents alike due to many of
the clients he has represented.

“I'm aware that there’s a cartel in California, and there’s a
cartel in Mexico, that do some supplying of drugs to the St. Louis
area,” Selig said. “I'm aware of drugs coming in from California,
and drugs coming from Colorado, and coming to this area.”

With the changing prohibition surrounding marijuana from
state to state, cannabis products are coming into Missouri from
places such as Colorado and California, which was not as com-
mon 20 years ago before any type of legalization had occurred.
Although the sources of marijuana may be changing, there has not
been an influx of marijuana being brought into the state of Missou-
ri due to legalization in other states around the country.

“l don’t think there’s an increase, like all of a sudden there’s
more marijuana because, let’s say California and Colorado and
Washington State, and Washington D.C have legalized recre-
ational marijuana,” Selig said. “I don’t think that has led to more
marijuana here. I think it’s possible that that has led to more
sources where marijuana comes here from, it takes away some
of the marijuana that came here to St. Louis from drug cartels in
Mexico. So I don’t think it’s increased the amount, 1 think that
maybe the sources are just a little different.”

Drug smugglers are finding more creative ways to smuggle

marijuana products across state lines. While the transportation
and distribution of cannabis may be legal in one state, as soon as a
border is crossed, a felony could be committed by doing the same
action.

“People have been caught coming to St. Louis with trashbags
full of marijuana, others with a pickup truck filled with what
looked like packages that looked like presents, and bags that
look like luggage, and are coming into this area,” Selig said. “And
because some or another got caught by the police because they
claimed they smelled something, then all of a sudden, they are
searching the packages and are finding drugs, and the guys with
the trash bags came from Colorado, and the guy with the duffel
bags and packages that were wrapped with vacuum-sealed bricks
of marijuana, came from California.”

Sergeant Tim Ware, of the St. Louis County Police Bureau of
Drug Enforcement, spoke of the legal process these drug traders
go through when caught by the police. The St. Louis County Drug
Task Force is responsible for investigating possible possessions
and/or distributions of illegal substances, such as marijuana.

“Detectives assigned to the St. Louis County Multi-Jurisdic-
tional Drug Task Force use a combination of information/com-
plaints from citizens, the area police precinct, informants or
crime trends to initiate criminal investigations for the illegal dis-
tribution or possession of controlled substances,” Ware said. “The
investigations can result in the execution of state or federal search
warrants. After aninvestigation is completed, all evidence is then
turned over to local or federal prosecutors for consideration of
charges. Anytime a person is found to be in possession of a con-
trolled substance they are arrested. ”

Missouri follows the trend of other states that are sans mar-
jjuana legalization. Ware and Selig both agree that there is no
increase in marijuana in Missouri; there is only a change in the
sources from which it is brought to the state from.

“Marijuana distribution and possession occurs in the St. Louis
area just as much in any other area of the country except maybe
states with legalized marijuana,” Ware said. “The amount has not
changed [due to legalization in other states|, but legalized mari-
juana has allowed the same people to obtain it in a different loca-
tion.”

While the Drug Task Force is responsible for marijuana posses-
sion investigations, they tend to spend the majority of their time
focusing on solving cases involving other, more dangerous drugs.

“In Missouri marijuana is considered a controlled substance,”
Ware said. “We investigate these cases like any other. Currently

¢¢ I WAS PICKING UP FROM
A DUDE. THEN THIS GUY
PULLED OUT A GUN ON ME.

HE TOLD ME TO GIVE HIM
ALL MY MONEY AND WEED.
I TOLD HIM TO GO AWAY. »

due to the deadly impacts of heroin we have concentrated our in-
vestigations to the controlled substances that may be killing more
people.”

The CHS Administration is aware that drug use, and especially
consumption of marijuana, is a problem among high school stu-
dents. However, according to Assistant Principal Ryan Luhning,
finding marijuana in a student’s possession while at school is rare.

“I've been here 12 years, seven years of being in charge of dis-
cipline, and through our searches, we've only ever found small
amounts of marijuana on campus, or prescription drugs, but for
the most part, it’s usually not on campus. Clayton is a wonderful
place, and we give you guys a ton of freedom with the open cam-
pus. [ think most kids would be smart enough to go someplace else
to do something like that, if they were to make a drug exchange,
or if they were going to use, they would make sure it doesn’t come
back on campus. Even the kids we have caught while under the
influence, they usually don’t have anything on their person at the
time,” Luhning said.

Although the School District lacks jurisdiction over drug deals
or drug use that occurs outside of school, it does have the ability
to perform searches if there is reasonable suspicion that a student
has taken drugs unto the campus.

“If someone says they have a tip, that they saw someone smok-
ing in the bathroom, okay, so if you saw this, if you visibly saw this,
that would give me enough reasonable suspicion to search the lock-
er, search the student, search the vehicle ... that’s all you really
need is reasonable suspicion, is what the courts give,” Luhning
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said.

If a student is caught with drugs in their possession, they can
be given a maximum of 10 days of suspension. This suspension
can be shortened if the student participates in a screening at the
NCADA. Expulsion, according to Luhning, is very rare and always
alast resort.

“I've been here 12 years, there’s been one expulsion. I think in
the previous 100 years, there has only been one expulsion. That
would be a last resort for the School District of Clayton. It's very
rare to expel anyone. The Collaborative School is always an op-
tion for us.”

In Luhning’s previous experiences working at Vianney, a pri-
vate school, it was typical for students to be expelled if they could
not meet the academic and behavior standards that the school
set. In this sense, students at Vianney lacked the rights that Clay-
ton students have.

“So a lot different in terms of rights for public school students

Medical marijuana has been legalized in 29 states. In some
circumstances, patients are turning to marijuana as an alter-
native treatment option. Marijuana used in non-medical cas-
es still has effects on both the adolescent and adult brains.
Richard Grucza, Professor of Psychiatry at Washington Univer-
sity, explained the discrepancies between teen and adult use of
cannabis.

“In terms of how the drug makes a person feel or behave, |
don’t know that there are differences, but what we worry about
is just the developing adolescent brain that might be much more
susceptible to the rewarding or reinforcing effects of marijuana or
any drug,” she said.

While Grucza and other researchers have not seen significant
differences between teens and adults regarding behaviors evoked
by the drug, the use of marijuana by an adolescent can lead to
dangerous predicaments, because in many cases, teens are using
marijuana in social situations.

“Teenage use, as well as, probably the combination of intense
marijuana use and teen behaviorin general, teens tend to be more
impulsive than adults. I believe there’s a situation in Colorado
where a young person, 'm not sure if it was a teenager, took much
more cannabis than he had intended and wound up jumping off
of a roof,” Gruzca said. “Those are the sorts of things, those sort
of accidental behaviors that can happen incidentally to marijuana
use. We tend to worry a lot more about teenagers, they're usually
using it not in the privacy of their home, but out where they won’t
be caught, so that will tend to create more dangerous situations
than if they were simply using it at home as adults.”

In terms of the effects of the drug and its addictive qualities,
Grucza said, “It is definitely addictive and we're seeing that more
and more people voluntarily receive treatment, whether that’s
because it is becoming more potent and more addictive or be-

30

versus private school students. I like the fact that we allow you
guys to be young people who learn and grow, and if you make mis-
takes, we try to help you through that. We're not going to expel,
we're going to try to get you help with an alcohol or drug problem
with the NCADA to rehabilitate and help people, not just shoo
them off to the side. It’s just different, those two types of experi-
ences in my administrative career.”

Although national attention on the use of marijuana has in-
creased in recent years, data from the health surveys distributed
by CHS indicate that marijuana use is declining, Luhning said.

“National data says that teenagers these days are the safest.
They use less drugs, they use less alcohol, school’'s more im-
portant to them, than any generation before. It looks to me like
things are getting better, you know, statistically. My eye test
tells me that there is still a lot of marijuana use, so it’s hard to
tell what the statistics and data says. | do think this generation
is more knowledgeable on alcohol, drugs, those types of things.”

cause the greater awareness of its addictive potential is open to
question. There’s a self-help group created by marijuana users
similar to AA, so certainly some abusers recognize that they have
a problem. I would say it is comparable to or slightly more addic-
tive than alcohol. It’s a hard thing to measure because we can’t do
experiments on human beings to see how they react to long term
exposure to a drug. It is true that it is nearly impossible to over-
dose on marijuana, that being said it can be a very impairing drug,
especially for people who do not have a high tolerance and certain-
ly that degree of impairment can put people into life threatening
situations.”

Studies have revealed that impairment from the drug can lead
to unsafe driving, but the extent to which the drug effects driving
has yet to be fully discovered.

“It’s really hard, actually, to measure the degree to which mar-
ijjuana impairs driving because when you do a blood test on some-
body for marijuana, you don’t know if they are impaired, you only
know that they have used in the past 24 hours, you don’t really
have a precise measure of how impaired they might be,” Grucza
said. “They [people under the influence of marijuana] don’t drive
sort of recklessly like people under the influence of alcohol do, but
there tends to be a lot of sway in and out of the lane. So they're
certainly not driving as intently under the influence.”

Regarding the legalization of medical and recreational, Grucza
explained that legalization of medical marijuana has, in some in-
stances, been a back door to recreational legalization.

In California, prior to the legalization of recreational marijua-
na, “two percent of the adult population had medical licenses and
there were literally more medical conditions that were approved
to be treated with marijuana than there are medical conditions
period,” Grucza said. “It was really more of a means of just getting
the industry established and allowing people to use it if they so
choose.”

Grucza emphasized that the spectrum of legality is not simply
the opposition of legal and illegal, but the extent to which states
choose to regulate the cannabis industry.

“Just by studying what we have, with respect to marijuana we
can see that it is not just simply the question of legal versus not
legal,” Grucza said. “It is the question of how much we’re going
to regulate it and how easy we're going to create that access and
how much we're going to allow for profit industries to develop to
supply.”

Marijuana not only affects the human brain, but also the econo-
my and criminal justice system. According to Grucza, the enlarge-
ment of the marijuana industry could lead to disparities in punish-
ment depending on the state.

“As far as recreational use, [. . .] I think about 95 percent of
people in the research community are concerned about how we
treat marijuana users or any drug users in our society, not only
the severity of the punishment but the arbitrariness with which
it is met, the racial disparities and so forth,” Gruzca said. “For
example, one option that a number of states have implemented
somewhat quietly in the last five or ten years is the criminaliza-
tion where, instead of going to prison or even getting something
on your criminal record, that person gets something equivalent to
a traffic ticket. Personally, I think adults should probably be able
to use if they so choose.”

Though research mostly supports that marijuana is, for the
most part, a less harmful drug than alcohol.

“There might be a few areas where we can make exceptions
to that rule, but we can’t really say we have a policy based on ev-
idence that alcohol is readily available and cannabis is complete-
ly banned,” Grucza explained. “But I also share the concern that
most researchers have, which is do we really want another indus-
try like the tobacco or alcohol industry that becomes such a pow-
erful entity that it becomes impossible to regulate?”

Julie Knost from the NCADA shared a similar perspective to
Grucza in terms of effects of cannabis on the teenage and adult
brain.

“All substances impact teens differently than adults, because
the teenage brain is still developing. Risk of addiction is greater
for teenagers and for marijuana 1 in 6 teenagers will become ad-
dicted,” Knost said. “Marijuana binds to many areas of the brain
and some of the areas most impacted are memory, learning and
coordination. Marijuana reacts with the reward center of the
brain, making the brain have a pleasant reaction, initially. Pro-
longed use of marijuana changes the brain and causes the brain to
become dependent on the substance for reward.”

However, the view of the NCADA regarding legalization was
different.

“Drugand alcohol misuse—especially among young people—are
major public health concerns. Legalizing marijuana and selling it
the way alcohol or tobacco are sold would increase its availabili-
ty, normalize its use and lead to increased negative health conse-
quences, especially among young users,” Knost said.

“NCADA is concerned about any policy change that would lead
to an increase in teen use of marijuana, so we are opposed to any
legalization plan that would allow for marijuana’s commercial
sale.”

The NCADA is troubled that legalization of marijuana

could lead to more access to the drug in the adolescent com-
munity. The NCADA has community and school based les-
sons to educate the public about the effects of marijuana.
Medical marijuana is a controversial mode of alternative treat-
ment, as organizations such as the Food and Drug Administra-
tio, have not approved any form of botanical marijuana.

Although controversy surrounds the legalization of medical
marijuana, many people benefit from the drug’s legalization.

Eight-year-old Grace Bruno has been one of many patients to
use and benefit from forms of the alternative treatment. Bruno
has, according to her mother, Jamie, “thrived since starting the
oil.”

“Grace was diagnosed with Infantile Spasms when she was
five months old,” Jaime said. “Her condition is now called In-
tractable Epilepsy. Before moving to Colorado, she was having
500-1000 seizures per day. We moved to Colorado four years
ago and Grace is 8-years-old now, even though she looks really
small.”

Tetrahydrocannabinol(THC) is the active chemical in mari-

juana and cannabis products. This compound is responsible for

the psychological effects that marijuana has on the brain.

“Grace is on a high CBD oil called Haleigh’s Hope,” said Jai-
me. “Itis whole plant, but only contains 3 percent THC. We also
give Grace THC and CBN oils for sleep.”

The forms of THC based oils Grace uses were never recom-
mended to the Bruno family by any medical professionals, how-
ever, after researching alternative treatment, it was decided
that CBD oil was the best option for Grace.

For the Bruno family, it was difficult to obtain this alternative
treatment.

“We had to leave our lives, sell our home and move our fam-
ily to Colorado to legally access the oil for Grace,” Jamie said.
“Fourteen prescription medications had failed to control her
seizures, so this was our last hope.”

Photo of Grace Bruno
from Jamie Bruno.






ECONOMICS

The controversy surrounding marijuana has captured the pub-
lic’s attention for the past decade, if not longer. Many have consid-
ered the political issues revolving around the passage of the law
itself, as well as the social issues involving the use of marijuana for
students; even the medical effects the drug has on the body should
one choose to ingest it. Few, however, have considered the vast
affect that legalization would have on the economy.

In states where recreational marijuana use is legal, dispensa-
ries are highly regulated in terms of who has the ability to pur-
chase cannabis products and the process by which they are able
to make these purchases.

Highland Health is a dispensary based in Trinidad, Colorado
that sells marijuana for the sole purpose of recreational use. The
company receives their product from a variety of outside growers
sourced in Colorado.

“As far as the customers go, when a customer comes into our
store, they have to present us with a valid state-issued ID, such as
a driver’s license, an identification card or a passport. It has to be
valid and not expired and they have to be over the age of 21. After
that, we can let them into the restricted area in the back where
all of the product actually is. Once they pick what they are going
to purchase, they present their identification again to the person
that actually sells the product and then they proceed with the
sale,” Highland Health employee Jessi Smith said.

If customers do not follow these guidelines, they are quickly
turned away.

“Personally, I have never had anyone who was under the age of
21 come in and try to get in the store,” Smith said. “We have had
to turn people away because they did not have valid identification.
That’s a daily thing.”

Products at Highland Health vary from multiple strains of can-
nabis flower to edibles and shake (pieces of cannabis and stems
which is most often used as a topping on blunts). Prices vary based
on the type and quality of the product.

“Our price range is anywhere from $7 dollars for shakes to $15
for our top-shelf,” Smith said.
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Prices are also affected by the taxes that are in place in the
city or county in which the cannabis is purchased. In Trinidad,
the tax on recreational marijuana is 24 percent. This amount
varies throughout Colorado and in other states where mari-
juana is legalized. Taxes on medical marijuana are typically
much lower than taxes on recreational marijuana. In many
parts of Colorado, the tax can be as low as four percent. The
influence of these taxes can be widespread.

Peter Rudy of the Oregon Department of Education be-
lieves in the importance of tax revenue derived from marijua-
na purchases to fund education.

Oregon operates on a biennial budget, meaning that
every two years, lawmakers appropriate funds to wher-
ever they see fit. In the 2017 legislative session, a bud-
get was approved for the 2017-2019 biennium, includ-
ing $74.3 million in funds from the sale of marijuana
to go towards the Oregon Department of Education.
Because marijuana sales are a big source of funding for Ore-
gon’s schools, the Department of Education has an intuitive
system that distributes these massive funds into categories of
education that need it the most.

“Districts receive money based on a formula that takes into
effect the number of students plus factors that can increase
the cost of educating those students,” Rudy said.

Irl Scissors, a Missouri lobbyist, has a much more philo-
sophical view on the economic benefits that are correlated
with the decriminalization and legalization of marijuana.

“If you look at these other states, you see the economy that
has been created,” Scissors said.

He found that major revenue is being brought in from the
marijuana market, in states such as Oregon and Colorado,
where medical and recreational use of marijuana has been
legalized. Revenue is being drawn in from sources as little as
taxes placed on the consumption of marijuana in states where
it is legal.

“If you look at Oregon, if you look at the state of Colorado,

Photo by Michael Melinger

the taxes that are brought in by people purchasing it for whatever
the law is in that state, you're looking at millions if not billions of
dollars in tax revenue that’s generated.”

A contrast was also noted between the state of the economy
in states where marijuana is legalized and states where it is not.

lot of states are having trouble balancing their budgets to
cover health care, to cover the people who are employed by the
state, or need benefits from the state,” Scissors said.

The aforementioned massive tax revenue brought in by the ex-
change and intake of marijuana is mending major sources of defi-
cit in state programs that would otherwise appear unaffected by
the marijuana trade.

hen you see other state’s tax on marijuana consumption,
and you see all of the money that it's generating, those states are
able to put the money towards education, things like that which
states like Missouri really struggle with,” Scissors said.

Furthermore, Scissors reflected on the internal growth of the
marijuana trade itself, and what is has done to improve to socio-

Twenty-nine states have legalized marijuana to be prescribed
by doctors for patients. Eight of those states have also legalized
the drug to be used by adults recreationally, much like alcohol or
cigarettes. The remodeled drug culture and climate surrounding
marijuana in the United Statesis one thatis fueled not only by new
generations with different perspectives, but by revenue brought
in by cannabis sales, along with changing prohibition acts through-
out the nation’s states. Will Missouri be next? What should Mis-
souri citizens be looking for on the political horizon?

Marijuana was a drug brought over to the new world by Span-
ish settlers back in the 1500’s. After the Mexican revolution in the
1910’s, the United States saw a large influx of Mexican immigrants
coming across the border, who, unsurprisingly, brought some
of their culture with them. One of these customs was cannabis,
which was used as a natural medicine and relaxant.

In the 1930’s, negative propaganda paired with a surge of na-
tionalism caused many Americans to associate cannabis with
Mexican immigration, and began to criminalize it. The term
“marihuana” was used by politicians in order to associate this in-
creasingly unpopular and controversial drug with Mexico and its
immigrants.

The media and “yellow journalism,” or the embellishment
and exaggeration of facts in journalism, played a large part in
the criminalization of marijuana. False claims were made the
stated that cannabis caused men of color to become violent
and sexually target women. Other false propaganda was used
to scare the public and deport Mexicans, such as the connota-
tion that Mexicans brought their dangerous and disruptive be-
havior over the border with them, which included marijuana.
States began to criminalize cannabis one by one, and by 1933, 29
states had banned the use of marijuana.

economic status of many citizens in states where it is legal.

“Jobs and the economy are one thing, the number of dispen-
saries, what goes in with regard to these dispensaries, all of the
product, obviously, but then you have the companies that manu-
facture all of the packaging for the product, and all of these dif-
ferent businesses because of this new development in the state,”
Scissors said.

Although admitting the medical and social issues that would
arise with the legalization of recreational marijuana in Missouri,
such as underage use and overuse, Scissors believes the ends justi-
fy the means in terms of economic repair in Missouri, specifically
the increase in educational funding.

“In my experience, in Missouri, where we struggle every
year to balance the state budget, to fully fund the education for-
mula, which basically funds our schools in urban areas, in rural
areas, it doesn’t matter,” Scissors said. “The schools require
funding. If there are opportunities to generate new revenue
in the state that would increase funding for schools and help
programs and things like that, then I'm up for giving it a try.”

In 1937, the Marijuana Tax Act was passed, which effectively
prohibited marijuana sales in the U.S. through an immensely high
excise, that of which applied to recreational users, patients, and
physicians alike.

Throughout the rest of the 20th century, marijuana became

know as a gateway drug, stereotypically used by “hippies” and

college students. The Reagan Administration as well as the “Just
Say No” movement created even more negative connotations sur-
rounding the drugin the 1980’s.

It wasn’t until 1996 when California legalized the medical use
of marijuana that the decriminalization movement began to take
hold.

Today, the laws surrounding marijuana vary greatly from state
to state. In one state, an adult over the age of 21 could purchase
marijuana at a store that merely asks to see identification. That
same adult, just across the border in a neighboring state, could

be fined up to $150,000 and receive a maximum of two years of

incarceration for the same transaction. In other states, the pun-
ishment surrounding possession of marijuana resembles that of a
parking ticket.

In Missouri, the possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana
orlessis considered a misdemeanor and for a first offense, punish-
able for up to $500 in fines. A second offense or a larger quantity
may result in incarceration for up to a year, as well as a larger fin
But for how long will this be the case?

For many states in the U.S., it is not. For instance, California
has legalized marijuana for both recreational and medical use.

hile many are supportive of this action, there is also a large pop-
ulation which opposes the legalization of marijuana and cannabis
products. Carla Lowe, of the Citizens Against Legalization of Mar-
ijjuana, also known as CALM, has been fighting the legalization of
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marijuana for 41 years.

“A grave concern of our group is the damage that it is doing to
to undeveloped brain,” Lowe said. “The known impact of THC on
undeveloped brains, especially students, has shown to result in a
lesser 1Q. And you don’t get that back.”

Lowe and other volunteers were able to halt the legalization
of cannabis back in 2010, but in 2016, they were defeated. Recre-
ational marijuana was made legal in the state of California.

“We fought valiantly, all of us volunteers seven years ago in
2010 and decided we needed to organize as a political action com-
mittee and we raised some money and we tried to tell the people
that we worked with locally why legalizing marijuana would be
bad, and we won,” Lowe said. “But then last year, we couldn’t fight
$28 million. That was the money that was spent on radio, TV, and
buying votes. You can’t compete against that.”

Jack Cardetti from New Approach Missouri—an organization
that is working to legalize medical marijuana in Missouri- is con-
fident that the drug will be available for medical use in the near
future.

“Twenty-nine other states allow doctors to recommend med-
ical marijuana to patients with debilitating illnesses,” Cardetti
said. “What our campaign, New Approach Missouri, is doing, is
trying to make Missouri the 30th state that would allow for this.”

There are two different ways that a bill can become a law.
New Approach Missouri is currently going through the initiative
process, as opposed to having the Missouri Senate, House, and
Governor vote on the bill.

“Currently we're going through the initiative petition process,”
Cardetti said. “The initiative petition process allows citizens to
gather signatures, six out of eight of Missouri’s congressional dis-
tricts, and place a constitutional amendment on the ballot. We're
out in the field getting signatures right now; we hope to be done
getting signatures in January, well before the May 6 deadline.
That would put this issue on the November 2018 ballot in Missou-
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Once an issue is placed on the ballot, it’s up to the people to
vote.

“There’s overwhelming public support,” Cardetti said. “If you
look at all of the public polling done in the state, we're up in the
60s and 70%. Really getting it on our ballot is our biggest hurdle.
Once it’s on the ballot, we feel confident that Missourians will rally
to support this.”

This isn’t the first time that medical marijuana has tried to be
legalized. Mostrecently, a bill was proposed and voted upon in the
House of Missouri Representatives in Jefferson City. The bill was
shut down by the House before it was able to reach the senate or
the governor.

“Two years ago, there was a very serious effort in Missouri,
not by our group,” Cardetti said. “It got through, and actually got
a vote on the House floor and it was defeated on the House floor.
Even the House is more supportive of this issue than the Missou-
ri senate is. Getting something through the legislature, that’s just
not probable at this point.”

In addition to that failed effort, New Approach Missouri has
tried in the past to legalize medical marijuana, and have been un-
successful.

“The last election cycle, the 2016 cycle, was really the most se-
rious effort to get this on the ballot,” Cardetti said. “Our group did
try to get signatures, but we fell just short of the signature collec-
tion goal. So this year we started a year earlier in the cycle so that
we can be assured that we make the ballot.”

This year, New Approach Missouri plans to succeed.

“Missourians want to have this medical treatment option,”

Jardetti said. “For instance, with a drug petition, there will be 4
percent retail tax on medical marijuana from dispensaries, and
those funds will go towards veterans and health care in the state
of Missouri, which is something that is really underfunded in the
state of Missouri.”

MEDICALLY LEGAL IN 29 STATES

RECREATIONALLY LEGAL IN 8

-
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As well as veterans health care funds, the legalization of med-
ical marijuana will change the people in control of the drug; that
power will shift from politicians to physicians.

“The primary |[benefit] is that it puts control of healthcare and
medical treatment options back exactly where it should be, and
that’s between a state licensed physician, an M.D. or a D.O. and
a patient who has a debilitating illness,” Cardetti said. “Right now
we have politicians and bureaucrats deciding what medical treat-
ments should be, and we need to put doctors back in charge and
that’s exactly what this initiative petition should do.”

While New Approach Missouri is working tirelessly to legalize
medical marijuana, there are no serious or apparent efforts fight-
ing for the legalization of recreational marijuana at this time.

“From experience from the other states, is if Missouri was ever
to go to that step, it would likely have a medical marijuana law in
place first,” Cardetti said. “Are there people, activists, that real-
ly, strongly believe that we should have it? Yeah, absolutely. Are
there active groups out there working to make that happen? Not
really. The sole focus right now is making Missouri that 30th state
that legalizes medical marijuana.”

The first step Missouri must take to legalize recreational mar-
ijjuana is to legalize medical marijuana. While the benefits of the
legalization of medical marijuana may be more obvious, the legal-
ization of recreational marijuana has its advantages as well.

Dan Viets, the Board President of New Approach Missouri,
supports the legalization of adult, non-medical use of marijuana,
yet the organization he is a part of is solely focused on medical le-
galization.

“The main benefit of the legalization of adult non-medical use
of marijuana is that we stop treating millions of our fellow citizens
as if they were criminals,” Viets said. “This is very similar if not
the same as repealing the prohibition of alcohol. It was a federal
crime in all but one state, and it led to a tremendous increase in
crime and a tremendous disrespect for the law with people who
were otherwise law abiding. They thought they had the right to
drink a beer or a glass of wine if they wanted to. It also led to far
more dangerous forms of alcohol. People were repeating being
crippled, blinded, and in some cases killed by alcohol that was in
no way regulated or under any kind of control.”

The legislation regarding cannabis products in Missouri has

resulted in over 107,000 arrests from 2008 to 2012. With over 2.3
million people incarcerated in the United States today, Viets and
his team are very concerned with how the criminalization of mari-
juanais doing nothing but increasing those numbers.

“The prohibition of marijuana has a great deal to do with the
mass incarceration problem in our country,” Viets said. “People
are going to prison for smoking a joint. Large numbers of people
are going to prison for selling marijuana to other adults or for
growing marijuana and that makes no sense.”

These arrests affect our society in more way than one. Racism
is apparent in marijuana arrests, which directly mirrors other is-
sues in the St. Louis community today.

“Statistics show that white people and black people use mar-
jjuana at the same rate,” Viets said. “Yet black people are four
times more likely to be arrested for marijuana than white people.”

Viets also commented on how legalization has been affecting
teenagers and other minors in these legalized states.

“Young people already report that it’s harder for them to get
marijuana and that it’s less available than it was before legaliza-
tion. One of the reasons for that is that illegal drug dealers never
card people. But people who have a license and are legally sell-
ing marijuana to adults, they are very, very careful not to sell to
minors. And that doesn’t mean that it’s impossible to minors to
get marijuana, just harder. The states that have legalized have al-
ready shown reductions in use by teenagers.”

According to Viets, in addition to a decrease in the usage of
marijuana among minors, there has been no increase in marijua-
na use by adults in states that have legalized the drug for non-med-
ical use.

“There’s no increase in marijuana use. That’s so fundamental
to understand. Like in the state of Colorado, not only is teenage
use down, but adult usage has not increased. And this is counter-
intuitive, most people just assume otherwise. If you understand
that basic, simple fact-there’s no increase in use after legaliza-
tion—then there would be no increase in any other problem asso-
ciated with use, and that includes driving.

“The goal is to get rid of criminal prohibition for adult non-med-
ical marijuana,” Viets said. “End the the criminal prohibition of
responsible marijuana use by adults.” (§
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With the bright lights of the #MeToo
movement blaring down on society,
voices across the world have been
empowered to regain their agency,
as well as to expose the underlying
causes for the systemic and endemic
problem of sexual assault and
harassment. The Globe offers
itself as a platform for these voices.






the movement

The #MeToo movement was rekindled this past year when ac-
tress Alyssa Milano tweeted, “If all the women who have been sexu-
ally harassed or assaulted wrote ‘#MeToo’ as their status, we might
give people a sense of the magnitude of the problem.”

With tens of thousands of retweets and likes, “#MeToo” quickly
became a household phrase. Allegations flooded the media, accus-
ing previously well respected actors, business men and politicians
of sexual harassment and assault. More men and women were
held responsible for their actions. Companies cut ties with those
who had been accused of sexual misconduct. High profile celebri-
ties were let go or fired. Heartbreaking stories emerged of victims
abused by those in high positions of power. One by one, tweet by
tweet, victims of sexual assault felt more comfortable sharing their
stories.

Behind Milano’s tweet was Hollywood producer Harvey Wein-
stein. Dozens of women have recently accused Weinstein of sexual
assault, and as a result, the Weinstein company fired him and the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences terminated his mem-
bership.

Three women have accused Weinstein of rape, in addition to
over 60 other reports of sexual harassment. And he continues to
deny all claims made against him.

Others have accused powerful Hol-
lywood figures as well. Five women ac-
cused comedian Louis C. K. of sexual
misconduct. Consequently, his movie
release and comedy special were can-
celled, and FX discontinued relations
with C.K.

Women are not the only ones who
are coming forward about their strug-
gles with sexual assault. Over a dozen
men have accused “House of Cards”
actor, Kevin Spacey, of sexual miscon-
duct and attempted rape.

Spacey admitted to some of the
claims and used the accusations to
come out as gay. This angered many
in the LGBTQ community, who viewed
this as a smokescreen to distract from
the accusations of pedophilia. Spac-
ey has since been suspended and re-
placed from his series “House of Cards,”
as well as other projects.

Sexual assault is not just a Hollywood ca-
lamity. Powerful figures in business, sports
and politics are being accused of sexual mis-
conduct everyday. Over a dozen women have accused President
Trump of sexual harassment. Students walk back to their dorms at
night scared for their sexual safety.

An employee will avoid their boss at work, knowing that they
will attempt sexual advances that, when turned down, could result
in the deterioration of a career.

The fact that 1in 5 women and 1 in 71 men will be raped in their
lives, according to the National Sexual Violence Resource Center,
shows that there is a problem in the nation. The #MeToo movement
is just the beginning.

Washington University professor of history and women and gen-
der studies, Dr. Mary Ann Dzuback, described what sparked

63% of sexual assaults

go unreported

this movement.

“As a historian, | think there’s no such thing as a single causal
factor, so I tend to look at what has converged at this moment to
enable this movement to emerge right now,” Dzuback said. “One
is that we have a president who's clearly a misogynist and abuses
women, and yet really doesn’t understand what he’s doing. He mod-
els dysfunctional hyper masculinity that can’t recognize the equal
humanity of women or have women as separate from their relation-
ship with him. He sees them as objects to be possessed.”

Dzuback argues that despite the progress that feminism had
made in the past, there is still a lot of work to be done. Today, the
world is more connected than ever, with the Internet and social me-
dia at the fingertips of even the most ordinary person. Anyone can
get their message out there—it is no longer limited to those who
have a stage or podium.

“There’s also confluence of major media people who have de-
clared themselves as feminists, and they represent a whole variety
of feminism, and they put the word [‘feminist’| out there; they're
not afraid to use it,” said Dzuback. “They have a large following
among the population that follows popular culture primarily young
people, men and women. With the advancement of social media,

the kinds of conversations that are going
on are accessible to a far wider range of
people than the New York Times letters
to the nation and so on.”

This social construct of using social
media in order to do more than post
photos and collect “likes” is new to many
adults. Younger generations have been
raised on this technology. Cellphones,
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook are
just aregular part of a daily life for most.
Those with fame and a large following
on social media have begun to use it as
a tool to get a message across to their
audiences.

“|It has] raised people’s conscious-
ness about gender inequality, about the
abuse of women, gay people and trans
people, about the ways that power op-
erates to disadvantage certain people in
the workplace, but also in other kinds of

spaces like higher education institutions
and so on.”

Additionally, the #MeToo movement has
allowed victims to tell their stories without as
much fear of doing so. The domino effect of one
person inspiring another to speak up about their past is what pro-
pelled the movement forward.

“|The #MeToo movement| has allowed a sort of greater con-
sciousness to emerge and also a certain fearlessness about telling
stories,” said Dzuback. “Feminists have always found once you start
sharing your stories, you create spaces for people to begin to take
power and to understand better that this is a cultural, structural,
political issue.”

As this movement spreads, opening the eyes of the public, both
victims and attackers alike, we are focusing on three of the areas
where sexual assault is prevalent: our schools, the workplace, and
in relationships. (®

the schools

Fifty eight percent of 7th through 12th graders experience
sexual harassment in any given school year, according to a
study done about sexual violence in high schools. According
to a 2008 study, 1in 5 high school girls say that they have been
sexually assaulted at school. We spoke to the Clayton High
School Counseling Department to gain a little more insight
about how these statistics play out at CHS.

“|We] haven’t had any students come forward this year
that [We've| dealt with personally,” said the Counseling De-
partment. “All of us would split sexual harassment and as-
sault. [We] have not had any complaints of sexual assault.
|[We] have had a harassment complaint. [We] have had stu-
dents come to [us]. It was more of a processing thing. What
was this like, and what were the feelings. Trying to under-
stand if this is harassment or whatever it was. They had al-
ready gone to family and they were just coming here to figure
out what it is and what the situation was. It was much more
about them processing it and trying to figure out what catego-
ry to putitin. [We| shared it with administration and we kind
of let it go at that.”

A 1993 study in Louisiana showed that only half of high
school rape victims ever told anyone about their attack. It
has been found that with sexual assaults and attacks at a high
school age, the victim is much less likely to come forward and
report the event.

“Sexual assault or sexual harassment is less reported by
high school students than it is at a college level,” said the
Counseling Department. “[We] think it happens, but [We]
think it’s less reported. [We| get a sense that sometimes kids,
at this age level, especially a 9th or 10th grader, may not be
adept enough to consider what sexual harassment may be.
They may think that a kid is just playing around with them
in the hallway. But really it would probably be sexual harass-

“it’s not ever your fault”

One time, when I was walking home from school, we got back from a field trip from somewhere late at night. I live so close to school that

ment.”

Not only are counselors involved when there is a reported
situation of sexual misconduct in the high school, but admin-
istration is highly involved as well. Witnesses of victims must
report the event to a teacher or principal, who then investi-
gate the situation. After interviewing the perpetrator, they
write a full, written report to the superintendent who will
then determine the disciplinary action that is to be taken.

CHS defines sexual harassment as, “unwelcome sexual
advances, requests for sexual favors or other verbal or phys-
ical conduct of a sexual nature by anyone—employees, stu-
dents or others. This definition includes, but is not limited to,
both overt and subtle types of harassment such as uninvited
letters, telephone calls, looks, gestures, touching, teasing,
jokes, remarks and questions of a sexual nature. Further pro-
hibited is any uninvited pressure for dates, explicit or implicit
suggestion of sexual favors as a condition of employment or
academic status or attempted or actual sexual assault.”

The counselors are there for students to further process
these events. Administration is there to deal with the disci-
pline side of the issue.

“An assault or a harassment is a discipline thing,’
the Counseling Department. “Of course there’s a counseling
piece to it, to help them process it and figure out ‘what are
your options,” but at that point, it becomes an administrative
situation. [We've| had students in the past, in the hallways,
especially underclassmen and things like that, and there’s
this sort of crowded inappropriate touching during that pass-
ing time. [We've| had breakups between students before,
where you constantly have to see each other. One is hurt so
rumors start and so the harassment is not necessarily ‘I ha-
rass you sexually,’; it’s the things that are said about you and
spread around about you.”

,

said
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['was just walking home with my suitcase, and this man on a moped like scooter was riding by. He stopped a little ahead of me. [ was paying
attention because I was nervous, and it was also because of what I learned in class. Things that told me that this doesn’t seem right or that it
was weird.

So I stopped walking and I called my mom and she was going to meet me halfway. He was just waiting for me to walk over so he could grab
me or something. So I'm sitting down and waiting for my mom. He sees my mom walking to me and he goes off and just drives around by her.
So he’s circling around and he just starts masturbating.

That was like the first thing that ever happened to me. It was just really scary. [ thought,"What sicko would do that?’ Even after that, [
didn’t really have a lot of support. [ guess I did with my mom, and she told the school. The principal was talking to me about it, telling me how [
need to be safer. And [ think that’s so harmful. He can’t make girls think that it’s their fault for being like assault. It’s not your fault—ever.

In China, alot of social media was blocked, so I didn’t spend that much time on it. In America, it is such a good platform to speak about
these things. So many people are on it. People will have like five friends that like can talk about it. And that’s when [ got really interested in the
topic. I just think that it’s scary when girls aren’t taught—when everyone isn’t taught about this. ®

Averv Becker
Y— CHS student 21
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As times have changed, so has the technology.

CHS recognizes that there are new ways that sexual harassment
can manifest. One of the more popular ways has become social me-
dia and the abuse of it.

“|We] think that we can all speak to the social media [aspect],”
said the Counseling Department. “It’s not necessarily just boy and
girl. It is a bunch of girls that will get on with really negative things
and it can be sexual in nature. You're a slut, you're a whore, you're
a this, you're a that, that is equally as hurtful than anything a boy
would say. Or in a breakup or in a situation where sexual details are
shared with other people—in my mind that’s equally as harassing
and assaulting to how [ feel about myself and how I feel about myself
in this very public world: high school.”

There are examples of social media being used to cyberbully
other teenagers, and the counselors at CHS are no stranger to this
tool being used to torment another student, sexually or in any other
way. One of the counselors shared this story of a past student’s dif-
ficult experience.

“There was a student who transferred in from another local high
school,” the counselor said. “She had been at a party and had been
intoxicated. She had done some inappropriate things and she had
been filmed. It was put on social media the next day. It changed her
life completely. She couldn’t go back to school; she ended up not do-
ing well academically. They had to move. They literally had to move
to another school district and she started here. That's how bad it
was. | don’t think anybody at this table or in the administration dis-
counts the impact that assault or harassment would have.”

Even after transferring to Clayton, the same student still was

tormented by the sexual abuse that had been inflicted upon her at
her previous school.

“Through the social media, the harassment started bigger and
bigger and other people from other schools knew. When I got her,
that news about her that wasn't really true, she couldn’t stop it at
all. It was starting to creep in here too. One person saw on social
media, and then another and it sort of rolled on her here. It can re-
ally change a lot for a student. For a person. Not just for a girl.”

These changing times call for the changing of how students are
educated. Online sexual harassment has since been introduced into
the curriculum students are taught.

“Our health curriculum has also changed,” said the Counseling
Department. “Texting, sexting, that wasn't a part of it ten years ago.
And now it’s still not covered as much as it need to be covered. Offi-
cer Zlatic went into the classes a few years ago and talked about so-
cial media and texting and what that looks like if you say something
or if you spread something around. Those are not conversations we
would’ve had ten years ago.”

Even so, the conversations being had now do not fully cover and
address the conversations necessary for complete sexual educa-
tion.

“|We] think we’re doing it indirectly by the building of the rela-
tionships and making sure everyone feels connected so that they all
have somebody that they think they could share with,” said the de-
partement. “But we probably could stand to do more and be more
directive.”

The counselors think that there is more that the school could
be doing to help its students, and there are many organizations out

“you wouldn't be able to do anything”

It was seventh grade. I was probably 12, so pretty young. We were in the theater because there was play practice going on, and they

were showing us a video on the projector screen. It was dark and I was sitting next to a boy. He ended up putting his arm around me

and [ was a little uncomfortable, because you know I was 12 and I didn’t think about him like that at all. And then, he just slowly started
reaching for my chest and we were completely in the middle of this dark auditorium. All my friends were around. | wanted to punch him
in the face, but at that moment, I was just so paralyzed. I'm very closed off about my body and having somebody like try to violate that ...
[ couldn’t even comprehend what was going on until it started to happen. And I just wanted to not have him go any further. So I ended up
just kind of slowly leaning forward and his arm just fell down and was touching my back instead. I sat that way the entire time, just in that
position because I didn’t want to risk going back.

Then the lights came back on. I still remember the music that was playing and I still remember where we were sitting. It wasn't even
that big of a deal. I guess it doesn’t seem like it was or anything, but it’s still a violation of me and my body. I didn’t end up telling anybody
about it at first just because I was terrified. I guess I'd like talk to him about it. He was texting me later. And I was not having any part of it.
He had such a low self esteem and didn’t like the way he looked. I didn’t really know what to say because I did not want to have any part
of it.

It ended up is kind of dying out. I didn’t really tell anybody about it. I think maybe a couple of my friends. Honestly, it was so long ago
and it was just so early on. [ had never had a boyfriend or kissed anybody. To just pretend like everything’s okay the next day and still
kind of have to be around him ... I was always uncomfortable.

[ didn’t really know what a relationship was then. It just ended up being this weird event. I didn’t tell my mom about it because I was
afraid that she would just go and beat him up. I talked to my mom about those kind of things when [ was young, and I feel that now, if
something similar were to happen, I'd definitely reach out to her. It was just so new to me and so young and so violating that I didn’t know
how to approach it. He ended up later dating one of my best friends and I didn’t tell her at all.

It’s paralyzing. You don’t know how to react. You don’t know like they would react to how you react and in that situation, he had con-
trol over me. By not saying anything you give them that control and you give them that power over you. You shouldn’t, but it’s hard to tell
yourself to punch him or smack him. In the moment, you really can’t do anything. And I think that’s just the nature of it. And no matter

who you are, you wouldn’t be able to do anything. (g A
nonymous
22 - CHS student

there that could assist with that deeper learning.

eryone needs a trusted adult to talk to in their time of need, and CHS

“|We] think there are campaigns that are out there and sim- tries their best at attempting to provide each and every student with
ple messages that could be helpful,” said the Counseling Depart- that very figure.

ment. “It’'s about self worth and those messages that can play

“IWe] do think that we are fortunate in this community, and many

and could easily be done throughout the school and should be.” students don't realize it, but students are fortunate enough to have re-

Loveisrespect.org is a campaign, recommended by a mem- lationships with all sorts of people——not just the counselors but with
ber of the counseling staff, that focuses educating members of  the teachers,” said Counseling Department. “We all are in communica-
the community on what consent is, relationships and even com- tion with each other. It’s very rare for a student not to have some kind
munication or trust. Education is key when schools aim to build of cohort in the building where eventually, if there’s some sort of prob-

healthy and prosperous students.

“Educating, especially at that freshman/sophomore level and

lem, it will come to surface. And there will be a great deal of support.”
For many CHS students, the next step after high school becomes

even into middle school, where you've played with people in the college. Professor Dzuback is on the Sexual Assault Advisory board,
past and learning that that’s not okay and touching is not okay,” and she hears out the cases of students at Washington University.

said the Counseling Department.

“Sometimes [we]| think that it’s like
‘Well, we were just playing around,’
but no one has ever acknowledged that
it’s not okay. Or even said ‘You can’t
touch someone in that place even when
you're playing around.” [We]| think we
need to be intentional in our words and
actions. We're still having those kinds
of conversations.”

And the earlier the better. Accord-
ing to the counseling department 9th
graders are too old to being learning
about relationships and sexual conduct
for the first time.

“It has to start very, very early. We
cannot start at the high school level.
It has to start really very young: what
is appropriate, what is inappropriate,
what is welcomed, and what is not wel-
comed. And [we] think we do. At the
elementary schools we have a lot of
those conversations and we meet regu-
larly with all of the counselors through-
out. Once it gets to the high school level
and it becomes assault or harassment,
it’s discipline.”

While prevented sexual harass-
ment and assault as a whole is the
number one priority, it is realistic to
plan on ways of making students in the
building feel more comfortable about
sharing their story and talking action.
Too many fall silent due to shame or
confusion.

“|We]| think it’'s about empower-
ing students to be able to say “This is
not ok, here’s the avenue with which 1
share that with,” said the Counseling
Department. “It telling them that this is
an okay thing to talk about and that this
is an okay thing to process. We say that
about many other things so we need to
say it about this.”

The bonds that students make with
each other and faculty members are
important in every teenager’s life. Ev-

>>

“college life”

This was at the very beginning of first semester. My freshman year. It was kind of a
introductory period for college. You know everybody’s gone wild, lots of drinking lots
of just partying, not a whole lot of responsibility. It just seems like a ‘no parents’ kind of
thing. So you have a lot of freedom with that, but that also comes with lots of responsi-
bility. You're setting yourself up for a lot of failure and that’s what happened. Thay was
when I was first being treated for like mental illness and the big thing that any person
with common sense should know not to mix this medicine with alcohol. But it didn’t
really come to me.

[remember taking my medication and then my friends a couple doors down were
having a dorm party. We went over there and then had a couple drinks. I realized when
it was too late. After like just a couple of drinks, I had already blacked out from like the
medication and alcohol.

I'was literally completely sober and then once the alcohol hit, I blacked out and
then the next thing I remember is waking up next to a lab partner in her room. And the
really, really weird part about it was that | couldn’t remember anything and that | had
ended up there somehow.

I'was walking back super hungover, throwing up everywhere, feeling super sick, not
only because like of the substances, but because of what was going through my mind
regarding what happened.

This was like kind of when everything started to go into different directions. [ didn’t
know how to explain it or tell anyone because I didn’t know what happened. I asked the
girl-apparently we did stuff and she said she was not aware that | was drunk, but talking
to anybody who’s been on alcohol and prescription meds at the same time, it’s like
impossible not to be able to tell that someone’s absolutely messed up from that.

That was the first thing I told my girlfriend at the time and I couldn’t live with myself
because I had either cheated on her or been assaulted or something like that. And then
after that we broke up because | didn’t know what to do with myself.

Then I went to my SA and they said I could contact Dr. Jamie Ball, who is the Title IX
director, which is against all assault and discrimination and all that in college. I called
her and I told her about it and she asked if  wanted to press charges stuff like that. And
then I talk to the girl that, I don’t even know what to say about her, stuff happened with,
and she literally told me that she heard that I'm going to the authorities with this. She
said who are they gonna believe: you or me?

I felt like I had to drop everything. It’s unfortunate because in that kind of situation
they can believe the guy or the girl, but who's it going to end up being? So I had to like
take my loss and learn from my mistake kind of thing. I put it down in ‘college life’ and

all that. I can’t really speak out about it. (®
Lawrence Hu
- CHS graduate






“I couldn’t even say no”

['was at a party off campus at a house and it was around midnight,
andlhad been drinking a ton. [ had had maybe like eight or ten drinks.
It was like honestly not that much; it wasn’t out of the norm, being a
college student, but it was it was midnight, which was still pretty early.
['was like ‘I'm too drunk, like I just want to go home.’

So I called an Uber and I told him I was with my roommate and so |
told her [ was going home, ‘T'll text you when I get there,’ all that stuff,
but I was also like blacking out a little bit, [ wasn’t great.

Anyway, so [ got in the Uber and the driver was young and kind of
cute and [ was in the backseat. I don’t really remember the ride very
clearly, but [ was talking to him and touching his arm and flirting with
him a little bit, and then at some point he pulled the car over to the side
of the road and got in the backseat and raped me, essentially, and it
wasn't violent. It wasn’t forced, I just had no idea was going on — [ was
completely out of my mind drunk, you know, so I like I didn’t realize
the gravity of what was happening. And obviously, we didn’t use pro-
tection or anything like [ didn’t even take off my dress.

> >

“What strikes me is the lack of communication and that’s what
leads to these situations where people feel taken advantage of,
abused, or they don’t understand what’s happened and they’re con-
fused,” said Dzuback. “Men and women want more meaningful rela-
tionships, but they don’t know how to create them. They’re in this cul-
ture that’s putting pressure on them to rack up notches in their belts,
but they’re not making meaningful connections.”

Without learning how to make these meaningful connections at an
early age, students are often lost when they mature into adults look-
ing for relationships. Universities and even high schools need to pro-
vide time and safe spaces to talk through their thoughts surrounding
relationships.

“It should be direct and it should give kids places to talk and ask
questions and get some answers and explore what this means,” said
Dzuback. “That’s a way to intervene in this gender unequal interac-
tion where women gay people and trans people are harassed because
of their sexuality are taken advantage of, or abused or mistreated.”

One in five women and one in 16 men are sexually assaulted while
on a college campus. 90 percent of these attacks go unreported.
“A fairly high proportion of women have experienced assault,” said
Dzuback. “We know less about men. There’s no place safe to talk
about it except a psychiatrist’s office. Nobody should be afraid. They
shouldn’t be afraid of guns, and they shouldn’t be afraid of being as-
saulted in our schools or on their campuses.”

Dzuback advice for students who are in the middle of the college
selection process is as follows:

“When you get to campus look around for organizations that you
can getinvolved with that do anti-assault and assault prevention train-
ing that offer opportunities to provide assistance and support for peo-
ple who are assaulted. Educate yourself on the issue,” said Dzuback.

The students at Washington University were very involved in
making their school a safer place. They started hotlines and made
demands for sexual violence prevention professionals to be hired by
the university.

“Students started an assault hotline for students to call in; they
demanded that we get assault and violence prevention coordinator
who is now directing the Assault and Violence Prevention Center on
campus with two people working under her,” said Dzuback. “We now
have a Title IX coordinator, who's a lawyer that’s dealing with assault
cases. This whole thing has grown out of student demands. Your in-
stitution responds to the situation and does something about it, and a
whole range of education programs are created. Student activism is
really critical. It’s your campus for four years. So try to do something

Then he just got back in the front of the car and drove me back to
campus; it was a 10 minute ride.

I got back to campus and I like texted my roommate that I just had
sex with my Uber driver and she was freaking out and [ went back up
to my room.

The next morning my roommate sat me down and she was like,
‘Hey, we need to talk about what happened last night” and I was like ‘it
was nothing, like it wasn'’t a big deal. It doesn’t matter.’

And she was like, ‘No, you were drunk, you didn’t consent because
you were drunk, like thatis assault’, and then I kind of started to grap-
ple with it.

I'was talking to my boyfriend and he was ‘that’s really messed up,’
and he was like very upset. He was like ‘he took advantage of you'.

About a week later [ decided to go the police.

I've had a lot of guilt with it because it was so hard for me to pro-
cess. [ don’t remember what I said. I don’t know if I led him on orif |
did consent. I have no idea.

And I know that since I was drunk, I couldn’t consent, but I don’t
know. I'was probably being confusing to him.

aboutit.”

It’s not only your campus for four years—for some, it’s their home.
Even though student activism can accomplish a great deal, it’s import-
ant to make sure that a college or university already has set rules in
place that will keep you and other students safe.

“Make very clear and explicit in the school’s mission and ethical
code and everybody shares it from the janitors, to the security offi-
cers, to the athletic directors, to teachers, everybody in the school—
anybody who’s an adult—[make sure]| they all understand that this
is absolutely unacceptable at this institution,” said Dzuback. “They
should all agree to it and all have some sort of training about how to
intervene. Then you can train students on bystander intervention.
Students are the ones who see what goes on in those crowds in the
hallway and they can just say, ‘Hey, man. Don’t do that. I'm gonna
have to report you if you do it again.™

Punishment is important when dealing with these very perpetra-
tors. There needs to be a change within the individuals themselves
so that it can be insured that they won't be a danger to others around
them once their punishment has run its course.

“One of the most effective ways of getting people to examine their
behavioris to hear other people share the pain of their stories, wheth-
erit’s an assembly or in smaller classroom size gatherings or in those
kinds of venues,” said Dzuback. “You make sure those are safe spaces
so people can say what they’ve experienced and what it left them feel-
ing. Then you create penalties. People are suspended are kicked out.
One of the ways to sort of enforce that is to have student governance.
There’s punishment if somebody violates one piece of the code and
you can have students participate in constructing the code.”

Student participation is a key part in how WashU handles its pun-
ishments.

“There’s a student jury who makes a decision. All of our commit-
tees have students on them,” said Dzuback. “Whether students are
cheating or engaged in assault or anything like that.”

This very student involvement could help aid CHS students in
their feeling of importance and fairness. College campuses are a
place of learning and independence, but this next step in life comes
hand in hand with a great deal of responsibility. Many CHS students
will be heading to these campuses in the fall. Teaching teenagers what
we can now is what schools can do to make the percentage of sexual
harassments and assaults go down. According to Rape Response Ser-
vices, 1 in five men will experience sexual violence in their lifetime.
For women, the chances are 1 in 2. These statistics change based on
how our children are educated. (®

The whole thing with pursuing a criminal case, just the whole — my fault, like maybe I'm being dumb for even trying to
time [ was really conflicted about it. It was horrible. do this.

And then the criminal case ended up getting dropped be-
cause there wasn't enough evidence, so the prosecutor didn’t

even hear the case. I mean what evidence do they need? My  to the lawyers sometimes | [wonder if| I'm just inflating this to
friend saw me drinking, I know I had sex with this guy. I texted  something that it’s not. I feel bad about it or [ worry about the
my friends right afterwards. That should have been enough to  perpetrator ... how this is affecting him, even though that’s not
have a case, but it never went anywhere. So now we're actually  my problem.

trying to pursue a civil suit against Uber for inadequate hiring
and training.

was like, this will never happen to me; I can always say no. And

It was like a terrible couple of months.
I still don’t feel like I'm totally good. Even when I'm talking

I'always thought that I was someone that was really strong. |

I was really upset like because you know I'd already been  vyet, just enough alcohol and suddenly I couldn’t even say no. (®

blaming myself and feeling guilty, but still what had happened
was a crime. [ wasn’t sure and then to hear ‘we can’t charge him
like this, there is not enough evidence,’ then all of a sudden [ was
back in that place of like maybe it wasn’t wrong, maybe it was

Anonymous
- CHS graduate

the workplace

In 1963, President John F. Kennedy signed Executive Order
10925, which declared the responsibility of all corporations to “take
affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed and that
employees are treated during employment without regard to their
race, creed, color, or national origin.”

This executive order was the predecessor to the The United
States Equal Employment Opportunity Commision, created in
1965, which is a federal agency that enforces civil rights issues of
discrimination in the workplace, often including lawsuits regarding
sexual harassment and assault.

The United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commision
defines workplace sexual harassment as:

“i just kind of let it go”

Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature constitute sexual
harassment when this conduct explicitly or implicitly affects an indi-
vidual's employment, unreasonably interferes with an individual’s
work performance, or creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
work environment.

Despite the fact that the Commision was signed into action well
over 50 years ago, workplace discrimination is still carried out to-
day, specifically in the form of sexual harassment.

In fact, 1 out of every 3 women ages 18-34 experience sexual ha-
rassment in the workplace, according to a Cosmopolitan Magazine
survey confirmed by The Huffington Post. p>p>

['taught English at a high school, just like I do here, and the principals at the high school were both male. For whatever reason during
something one summer, we were back to school, as in teachers were all together. Back to school. The technology person was giving us in-
structions about new technology and she was being a little short and a little curt, and the principal of my building suggested that [ should
go over and take care of her needs because she was behaving like someone who hadn’t had sex in a while. And that she was being crabby
and tense, and that it was probably something like she’d be less crabby if she had sex, and said that I should go investigate that. What you
have to know is that [ am not a lesbian, not that it matters that people are, but I am not. So I thought it was some weird thing, but kind of

like laughed it off and said no, not my thing.

Several weeks or months later, there was a very similar situation with the librarian. The same principal said, ‘Why don’t you go and
ask her what she needs? You should take one for the team and go take care of that for us so that she stops being so crabby.” Again, I kind
ofignored it, realizing, of course, that it wasn’t okay, but at this time, it was my first year in that building. I didn’t want to do anything that
continued those kinds of comments. And finally, when I lost all my cool with it all, I said, ‘You understand that I don’t like girls like that,
right?” And his response was, ‘It doesn’t matter if it makes the work environment better. [You| should be willing to do it.” And I said, ‘But

no, because that’s insulting to me, to her and to leshians everywhere.’

[took it to a colleague who had been in the district for a very long time. She said that that was just the environment here in the small
town and we had to become accustomed to those kinds of jokes, because that’s the way the good old boys work. So I sat on it for a month
and a half or two months and then took it to the superintendent, who suggested to me that he would look into it, but that maybe [ should
worry about things going on within my own classroom. At the time, [ was the advisor to the newspaper, and there were people in our
community who were unhappy with a thing we had published in the paper. The superintendent’s response was, ‘Sure, I'll look into your
complaint, but you need to stop upsetting the town with your newspaper.’

So, at that moment, I just kind of let it go and I resigned at the end of the year without a job, without job security, just hoping to find
work. Then I came here in November of the following school year, when Dr. Cade resigned. So that’s how I ended up here. I was lucky. (§

Darcy Cearley

- CHS english teacher
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Awareness of sexual assault and harassment has risen greatly
with the flood of allegations against powerful men, such as Harvey
Weinstein and President Trump.

A 2017 poll conducted by NBC and the Wall Street Journal that
was posted directly following the outbreak of the Weinstein allega-
tions reported that as of 2018, 48 percent of women have experi-
enced sexual, verbal, or physical harassment, as printed in Time
Magazine Online.

Additionally, the opening of the floodgates has made 44 percent
of the women surveyed feel more inclined to speak out.

One reason that misconduct such as this has continued to go on
for so long is because of the unseen shackles that prevent women
from coming forward.

Often, women who try to report the incident or tell the perpe-
trator to stop are then penalized or threatened by their employer.

According to Dr. Andrea Friedman, Washington University
professor of history and women’s and gender studies, “One [way
to prevent reports] is the quid pro quo. If you don’t provide favors,
they are going to fire you, you're not going to get araise, etc, and the
other is the creation of hostile work environment.”

Credibility of the victims is often challenged when people wait
many years to report incidents of assault and harassment, such as
is seen in the allegations made by various women towards the Pres-
ident.

‘What makes [sexual assault] so hard to report is that you start
thinking , how much am I going to give up?” said Dzuback. (®

“they tried to belittle the talents that I had”

“I think it’s about time. It was too easy for people to hide behind
the secrecy of corporations and institutions. This [#MeToo| move-
ment has lifted the veil and given women the security to speak out
so that their voices will be heard,” said Francine Katz, a former
Chief Communications Advisor for Anheuser Busch.

Starting out as a young, ambitious female attorney, Katz climbed
the ladder of success quickly, as she eventually became the first
woman in the 150 year history of Anheuser Busch to join the Strat-
egy Committee, a board of the 15 strongest executives in the com-
pany.

As Chief Communications Advisor, Katz went as far as testify-
ing on the behalf of A-B before Congress, representing the compa-
ny on national television and appearing in The New York Times.
By the time the company was sold, she was ranked the 8th ‘senior
most executive’. However, as a woman soaring through the ranks of
power, that meant facing her fair share of harassment and discrimi-
nation, some of which she did not realize until years later.

Katz described the company as having a “locker room mental-
ity,” complete with under the breath innuendos and steam-room
meetings meant to exclude women.

All this aside, Katz was fairly well respected, or at least she
thought she was.

“For the most part, and certainly among the strategy committee,
[felt very respected. I was given tremendous responsibility. [ mean,
I was the company spokesperson with the news media. That’s a
pretty lofty position and that says that they trust that what I'm going
to say will fairly justly represent the company, so [ did not have any
reason to suspect that I was not being fairly compensated because |
certainly was given the responsibility,” Katz said.

In fact, it was not until the company was sold and the federal Se-
curity and Exchange Commission demanded salary disclosure that
Katz fully realized the gravity of the situation.

“It was at that time, when I saw the report, that I realized that [
made less than every single man on the strategy committee—and
the only person who made less than I did was the other woman,”
Katz said.

In addition to the salary gap, the company executives were
grouped to determine, “compensation packages, which included

stock options, extended health care benefits, all the long term com-
pensation aspects that go with an exit package when people leave a
company,” Katz said.

“I found out that all the men on the strategy committee were in
what was called ‘“Tier One’ and Marlene, the only other woman on
the strategy committee, and [ were in “Tier Two’. Now there were
some men who did not work on the strategy committee who were in
Tier One, yet Marlene and I [as members of that committee| were
in ‘Tier Two,” Katz said. “And the reason we noticed it was that our
extended healthcare benefits were less than what the men on the
strategy committee were getting. They got [around| 36 months and
we got 24 months. And so Marlene asked the general counsel why
it was that we had gotten less in terms of extended health care ben-
efits, and he said, ‘Oh, that’s because there are two tiers, and the
other people are in “Tier One’ and you're in “Tier Two.”

Katz had been willing to overlook the sly, inappropriate com-
ments that had been made to her, as the response was often, “Oh,
that’s just the way he is. I mean, if you're going to work here, you're
going to have to tolerate that.”

As a highly successful woman, she thought she had won the fight,
but all that changed when she saw that she had been unwittingly
working for decades under a discriminatory contract.

“I'can’t even begin to explain what a punch in the gut that was, to
realize that all this time, | had thought that I broke the glass ceiling,
I had mentored women in the company, | had told them ‘Anything’s
possible, look at my career path! You can be whatever you want to
be!- only to find out that I had been discriminated against and that
Marlene had been discriminated against. We both replaced men in
our positions, and we both made far less than the men whose posi-
tions we had taken,” Katz said.

That, for Katz, was unacceptable. She filed a lawsuit, which after
five years of legal debacles finally went to trial in 2014. “I knew that
I'would never feel right about myself if I didn’t speak up, if I didn’t
expose what happened,” Katz said.

It has been seen throughout history that female accusers are of-
ten disparaged in order to discredit and diminish their importance
and believability. Katz was no different.

“|The company] said, ‘Listen, Francine it is a great executive,

but she was only a PR person and this is all PR people
make.” And that wasn’t true. | was a vice president of
public relations. I was a strategy committee member,”
Katz said. “They tried to belittle the talents that I had
and tried to say that I was greedy and that I had made
enough money. Well the thing is, if you can say after a
certain amount of money that it is okay to discriminate,
then I think that’s a fundamental problem. You shouldn’t
be able to say about someone’s gender, ethnicity or, sex-
ual preference, ‘Well, you know we’ll pay them enough,
but they don’t have to be paid like everyone else in that
they're making enough money.”

After three weeks of incessant court appearances,
the jury had come to a decision.

“In the end, I didn't win. When I came out of the
courtroom. | said ‘I'm disappointed, but I'm not sorry
that [ brought this lawsuit. You can’t ever win if you don’t
fight.””

Despite losing the lawsuit, Katz holds strongly to her
beliefthat her case was impactful regarding the advance-
ment of women’s rights.

“A friend said, ‘You might not think that you made
a difference, but you can bet every CEO in America is
going to meet with their HR person tomorrow and say
what do our steps look like? We don’t want to have to
go through this, let’s make sure that we're being fair,”
Katz said.

She truly does not see the case as a loss. Although the
jury may not have recognized the pay gap as discrimina-
tory, much of America did.

In addition, Katz recognizes that the women who
came before her did not make it to the leadership levels
of the company not because they were not qualified, but
because they were not wanted.

Those women, along with women who fought for fe-
male advancement in society were limited by the patri-
archy, but their efforts did not go to waste, and neither
will her’s.

“They were just up against the system that was unfair,
and they blazed the trail for my generation and hopefully
I'm blazing a trail for your generation,” Katz said. “When
you fight, you don’t always win, and you just have to get
up, pull yourself together, dust yourself off, and and
move on. You can'’t let it make you bitter. You can't let it
consume you. You move on.” (®

Francine Katz

- Former Anheuser Busch
Executive

“i did doubt my

own perceptions”

I'was working in a small law firm as kind of just an assistant. |
wasn’t a paralegal or anything like that. So I typed and took dic-
tation, back when people did that. It was a law firm that had two
main lawyers that were husband and wife. They were people who
Iknew because they were active in progressive reform. A lot of
my job was taking dictation from the male lawyer and so I spent a
lot of time in his office, just me and him.

One day, back in the early 80’s, he asked me if I'd [perform
oral sex|. And there are other things going on in the workplace.
There was some drug use and stuff like that. It was a different
time. I thought that maybe he didn’t really mean it. Or maybe he

just wasn’t sober. Excuses went through my head. And so I said

no, and then he seemed to repeat the request over and over. |
said, “You know, you need to stop doing this. And if you don’t,
I'm going to tell your wife,” and he got very angry. | had said that
twice, and he told me to get over myself. He said, ‘I heard you.
We don’t have to keep talking about this.’

He never admitted that what he did was wrong or anything
like that. I felt like his getting angry about me saying no and ‘you
need to stop talking like this,” was geared to make me doubt my
own perceptions of it all.

That was a really bad thing because I did doubt my own
perceptions and spent a lot of time worrying about it and feeling
really uncomfortable in my workplace. I was also really uncom-
fortable with his wife, my other boss, because I had this knowl-
edge and I didn’t know what to do with it. I left that job, partly for
that reason, but for other reasons as well.

Then a friend of mine applied for the same job and she got it. [
didn’t say anything to her. A year later, she came to me and said,
‘T've been feeling all this pressure from this guy.” So the same
thing was happening to her. I felt so horrible that I had not said
anything at the beginning. (®

Andrea Friedman

- Washington University professor






the relationships

exual assault and harassment also play out in relation-
ships between partners. Whether a couple is dating, liv-
ing together, or married, those in relationships can often
muddle basic terms such as consent if not educated on
the term at an early age.

When teenagers find themselves in relationships
during their high school or college years, decision mak-
ing is underdeveloped and emotions are heightened.

In a survey done by the National Institute of Justice, it was found
that 18 percent of teens report being sexually abused in a relation-
ship. 12 percent admitted that they had abused someone that they
were dating. This means that almost 1 out of 5 teens was sexual-
ly abused by a person that they trusted and cared about. This can
easily lead to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and create difficulties
for the victim when they are ready to enter a new relationship.
Additionally, the perpetrators continue to behave in this same fash-
ion throughout future relationships.

There was a study done that presented forced sex scenarios to
a group of 237 students in a Louisiana public high school. 60 per-
cent of the boys thought forced sex was acceptable in one or more
of these scenarios. Another study done by a senior at a Seattle high
school, who interviewed students for an AP Statistics assignment,
found that 11 percent thought that is was okay for one person to
force another person to have sex with them if they were in love.
These very misconceptions are exactly the reason why education
surrounding relationships, not just sexual health is so important.

“Quite often a relationship will start and it feels like a normal re-
lationship,” Dzuback said. “You become very emotionally attached
to the person, the person seems to be emotionally attached to you.
You like each other, you enjoy each other’s company, and then these
little things start happening. You suddenly realize that he doesn’t
like you going places by yourself. He doesn’t want you to do things
without him, with your friends. You have fewer and fewer friends
with whom you're hanging out regularly. It’s a process of isolation
that happens initially, but those signs of isolation and sort of posses-
sion and control, those become visible.”

Washington University Assistant Dean and Academic Coordina-

tor of the College of Arts and Sciences and Senior Lecturer in the
Women, Gender, and Sexuality Department Jami Ake also spoke
about what sexual assault looks like in a relationship and how you
could help a friend who is in that kind of negative situation.

“When you when you see an unhealthy relationship, an intimate
relationship and they’re friends of yours ... It’s really hard to say,
Tll be there for you’ without saying, ‘there are strings attached’ or
‘I need you to leave [them]’,” said Ake. “You have to find a way to
be supportive without controlling this person’s life. It’s painful. It’s
one of the hardest things and it’s sometimes it’s just noticing this
pattern.”

Relationship abuse can be defined as a pattern of behavior in any
relationship that is used to gain or maintain power and control over
an intimate partner. Abuse is physical, sexual, emotional, econom-
ic or psychological actions or threats of actions that influence an-
other person. This includes any behaviors that frighten, intimidate,
terrorize, manipulate, hurt, humiliate, blame, injure or wound
someone.

According to Loveisrespect.org, whose purpose is to engage, ed-
ucate and empower young people to prevent and end abusive rela-
tionships, if you yourselffeel that you are in an abusive relationship,
aside from telling family and friends what has happened, you can
find support groups, create a safety plan for yourself whether or not
you're staying in the relationship, or you could create a protective
order, which is a court order that prevents the abuser from contact-
ing you, your friends, or your family.

Loveisrespect defines relationship abuse as, “a pattern of behav-
iors one person uses to gain and maintain power and control over
their partner.”

They go on to say that “many people assume abuse means that
physical violence is happening, but that’s not always the case. Abuse
comes in many forms—it’s not just physical. Each type of abuse is se-
rious and no one deserves to experience abuse of any kind.”

Emotional, verbal, digital, financial, stalking and sexual abuse
are all different forms of relationship violence.

The organization says, “Sexual abuse refers to any action that
pressures or coerces someone to do something sexually they don’t
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“1 was afraid to be a victim”

Before the #MeToo movement, [ wasn't really clear on the
parameters of the word “abuse.” Only a few months ago, had some-
one asked me to define abuse, I likely would have just described it
as “physical or emotional battery to another being.”

I'had never imagined that one day [ would be sitting in the
hospital telling the psychologist across from me: “I think I might be
a victim of emotional abuse.”

And it didn’t start out that way, but that’s how it ended up. [
was 14, a freshman in high school and at the peak of my rebellious
streak. In one of my extracurriculars, there was a junior boy. For
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the sake of anonymity, I'll call him T.

T was everything | wanted. Older, smarter, attractive, and a
little dangerous. And when my parents met him, they hated him.

The two-year age gap didn’t seem like much to me, but whenit’s
14 and 16, it sounds worse. That age gap created a power dynamic
that initially I failed to recognize.

Our first kiss was only a week after we met, [ was thrilled. He
had a car, and would give me aride home every day. It was truly
the honeymoon phase.

Two weeks following the first kiss, T told me he loved me. Fol-

lowing my initial shock, I gushed it back. He’d found me in
one of my personal lows, and his confession and general
presence felt like a lifeline back to a happy reality.

Later, [ would learn that while he was charming the
hell out of me, he was also charming the pants off of two
other people.  was the main event, but he held side-
shows.

From the beginning of the relationship in April to
about mid-June, things were great. We were young, hap-
py, and in love. It was special. I left for a month during the
summer, and when I got back, things had changed.

We had sex for the first time, my first time, and then
we spiralled. That was all he ever wanted to do. He was
more depressed. His insecurities ate away at him, and
then at me because I was blaming myself for not being
able to fix him. We never went on dates, and he only
wanted to hang out at his house because he knew my
parents didn’t like him.

Every time I would go over, he would find something
new to be upset about. He found comfort in the tears that
I cried for him and used my body to ease his pain. I loved
him, and [ wanted him to feel better, so | always let it
happen.

We eventually got to the point where if I didn’t want to
have sex, he would cry and tell me he told me that it felt
like I didn’t love him or want him. With guilt settled in my
stomach, [ would change my mind and let him do as he
pleased.

Every fight we had ended up being my fault. I remem-
ber once we were sitting on the couch, I was scrolling
through Pinterest. He began to melt down next to me,
yelling about how all [ ever did was meaningless bullshit.

He belittled me and boxed my existence into nothing
but sex and bad habits that I couldn’t quit. But I didn’t
know it, not then.

[used to be a singer. I did school musicals, I took voice
lessons, [ was in recitals. Once, I was singing along to a
song in the car, and he made fun of the way I sounded.

Following that day, I never sung in front of him again,
and my interest in singing slowly tapered off.

He stole the passions from my heart and forced
himself into every empty cavity ... I was in denial. I loved
him, it was normal, he loved me.

He always begged me to break curfew, or sneak out.
He would tell me to leave my phone at Kaldi's so my par-
ents thought I was doing homework and then he would
drive to an empty parking lot and we would have sex in
the back of his car. I never really thought about whether |
was enjoying it or not, but [ wanted him to be happy. And
that’s what he wanted, so that’s what I did.

We were together for about a year and a half. We
broke up twice, once in June and then for the final time
that following August. In the two weeks that we had been
apart in June, he had slept with three other people. I had

been crying in my room, leaving only once to sit with my
friends in my living room. I had been crying in my room,
and he was [having sex with| other people. And then he
came back to me, told me he loved me, and [ was back in
his trap.

Once again, I was gone from mid-July to mid-August.
When I got back, that was when he told me about all the
cheating. It had been constant. He told me that almost ev-
ery time he asked me to sneak out (and T never did) that
after I said no, he would go and find someone else to have
sex with. I remember crying so hard that I threw up.

I broke up with him, and he left for college.

Coming off of that breakup in the beginning of my
junior year, I felt broken. All of my pieces were there,
but they didn’t quite match up. It took me over a year to
realize that my experience hadn’t just been a relationship
with a bitter truth and a sad ending, it had been emotion-
al manipulation. Abuse.

The #MeToo movement is the only reason [ was able
to recognize this. | began seeing articles and tweets
and facebook posts about the stories of women who has
been in situations where they were being manipulated so
viciously that they didn’t realize what was happening to
that. The first time I related to one of those posts, I felt
sick to my stomach.

[ was afraid to be a victim. | was afraid to look anyone
in the eyes and say “l have been in an abusive relation-
ship.”

Since our final breakup, T has reached out to me
several times. I have reached out to him, as well. There is
nothing beautiful about lost loves finding their way back
to each other; I went to him because it was all I knew and
he came to me because he wanted to feel the powerful
high that he once knew. I never gave it to him again.

Only recently have I been empowered by my experi-
ences.

In some cases, [ wish that I could take that part of my
life back. I wish that I could take back every tear 1 ever
wasted on T, but at the same time, [ know that had I not
been in that relationship, [ would not be anywhere near
the woman [ am today.

At 17, I can confidently say that | am a woman who will
never let herself fall victim to any man, or woman, ever
again. Through the lens of other stories, I was able to
come to my senses about what had happened to me. Shar-
ing my own experiences is difficult, I have never talked
about it openly, but 1 believe that it is a tool of communi-
cation that will ultimately help other victims of abusive
relationships empower themselves and hopefully realize
the severity of their relationships. ®

Anonymous
- CHS student






>>

want to do. It can also refer to behavior that impacts a person’s
ability to control their sexual activity or the circumstances in which
sexual activity occurs, including oral sex, rape or restricting access
to birth control and condoms. It is important to know that just
because the victim “didn’t say no,” doesn’t mean that they meant
“yes.” When someone does not resist an unwanted sexual advance,
it doesn’t mean that they consented. Sometimes physically resisting
can put a victim at a bigger risk for further physical or sexual abuse.”

The victim should never be blamed for any kind of sexual assault.

Even if they were wearing a provocative outfit and even if they
had been drinking alcohol, it is still always the fault of the attacker.

“Some think that if the victim didn’t resist, that it doesn’t count
as abuse,” said loveisrespect. “That’s not true. This myth is hurtful
because it makes it more difficult for the victim to speak out and
more likely that they will blame themselves. Whether they were in-
toxicated or felt pressured, intimidated or obligated to act a certain
way, sexual assault/abuse is never the victim’s fault.”

In more committed relationships such as marriage, the laws be-
hind sexual assault and rape are concerning and heartbreaking. Up
until 1991, marital rape was not a crime in the state of Missouri.

One in 10 women will be raped by an intimate partner in their
lifetime. The same is true for one in 45 men. This is brought on by
the lack of knowledge surrounding proper consent.

A group of CHS students wrote a paper for their AP Language
and Composition course titled, Consent: And a lack thereof.

This 45 page multi-genre paper defines consent and sexual

moving forward ©¢ e e e e

The #MeToo movement has allowed the
victims of sexual assault and those who
support them to stand up and share
their stories.

The victims are asking for

the world to just listen. They're
seeking for people to listen to
the word no, and not ignore it.
They're demanding for educa-
tion for the children of this coun-
try——education that covers more
than math and science.

This movement recognizes that
the kids in schools now will grow up
to one day become the CEOs of the
world. The celebrities. The employers.
The presidents. And encourages educators
to teach children right from wrong while they're

harassment/abuse within short stories, poems, photographs, re-
search papers and analyses. It was all based on the reading of the
research paper Missoula which focused on the study of campus
rape in the U.S.

Senior Rahul Kirkhope co-authored the paper.

“To highlight the societal issues that the United States has when
addressing the dichotomy of the way men handle things, the way
women handle things, and how the country addresses issues of
abuse and rape and how rape is not taken seriously enough,” said
Kirkhope. “We see that people are quick to blame the victim. Peo-
ple are quick to blame the environment or the circumstances, rath-
er than simply blaming the actual perpetrator. It’s a shame to see
that.”

The CHS senior hopes that his paper will affect people in the way
it affected him. He’s found that our society today has some major
issues surrounding how we handle sexual harassment and assault,
especially in relationships.

“Our paper addresses multiple ways and hopefully ideas that
could turn the tide in how we address rape as a culture, both sys-
tematically and on a personal basis. Knowing people that have actu-
ally gone through it, it’s really upsetting to see how the people they
looked up to after the fact. And quite frankly, it’s embarrassing. It
really angers me to see how we as a society address the victims of
rape and sexual assault. And that needs to change.” (@

still young enough to be swayed one way or an-
other.
The victims have begun to call out
those who are abusing their power.
#Me'Too stories are about giving voic-
es to the voiceless.

The men and women who have
shared their stories for this article
want for others to know they are
not alone.

The movement is saying that

time is up for those who exploit the
weaknesses of others and abuse their
subordinates. The victims are declaring
that time is up for sending students off
into the world, not knowing how to function

or act in a healthy, consensual relationship.
This is the victim’s time to share their stories. ®
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Love,

The Globe

a column

We put a lot of emphasis on love at the Globe. We've tried to keep this focus on love a central
part of our paper. We continue to have touching conversations, build community and encourage love
for human storytelling and observation of the world around us. And we're taking a step to expand the

realm of this philosophy of ours.

Greatly inspired by the New York Times’ “Modern Love” column, Globe is following suit and
presenting a “Love, The Globe” column. Each issue from now on will feature a commentary following
one writer’s story with any form of love. In a world where the news can get heavy and dark, we hope
these stories will help the light of love shine a little brighter.

or a while it was me, my mom, my dad
and my sister. Then it was just me, my mom and my sister. It was
just the three of us for a long time. We never had a big Christmas
tree. We didn’t have giant Thanksgivings and rows of family at our

=== mitali sharma
@mitasharma
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

concerts and plays. We didn’t have Sunday brunches and wed-
dings to attend. But we didn’t need any of these things. We had
each other. We had inside jokes and old VHS tapes. We had my
mother’s parents and we had our dog. All of us were happy and
life was good.

One day, when I came home from school, I saw a bouquet of
fresh, purple flowers sitting on the dining room table. My mom
smiled bashfully when I asked who they were from, sidestepping
my question. Then, at one of my softball games, I climbed up the
Shaw Park hill to find my mother. There, [ was introduced to a tall
stranger, a boy my age, and two little four year olds—one covered
by a black cape, and the other underneath an astronaut helmet.
The tall stranger turned out to be the one who was sending the
flowers. The tall stranger became more familiar with each passing
day.

Every night, he would lie on top of my pink quilt and tell me a

bedtime story. Most little third grade girls get to hear Cinderel-
la or Snow White and the Seven Dwarves. I got to hear tales like
Roadhouse, smiling as I learned about Patrick Swayze and his bar
fights. I listened to the story of Harrison Ford and his adventure
in the Fugitive, on the run after being accused of murder. I drifted
off to the entire Lord of the Rings saga, a story that took over four
consecutive nights to tell.

Many stories later, my sister and I were sat down at the din-
ing room table by my mother and the storyteller. There was going
to be a wedding. It would be my first one, and I was going to be
the maid of honor. I was going to have
brothers. I was going to have eight
grandparents. | was going to have a
second father.

With my short bob and my buck
teeth, I strutted down the aisle, bou-
quet of daisies in hand, puffy white
dress bouncing as [ walked. My sister
walked in front of me, tossing rose
petals into the air with a smile on her
face. Iread my speech and handed out
the rings alongside the young boy who
would become my big brother in a few
minutes time. The two four year olds
squirmed in their argyle sweaters as
my sister sat patiently in her chair on
the pleasant October day. Promises
were macde to make one another laugh
and to always be a family—promis-
es sealed with “I do’s” and a kiss that
marked the beginning of a new family.

Seven years later, the two four
year olds are now eleven. With much
persuading on my part, they’ll still let
me stroke their hair on long car rides.
Seven years later, and my big broth-
er, while he may deny it if asked, will

Art by Lizzy Mills

watch cartoons with me in his room and get us pre-dinner fries.
Seven years later and we are still eating cinnamon rolls on Thurs-
day mornings. The tall stranger is another father, my softball
teammate is my cousin, but my mother is still my mother and my
sister is still my sister.

[loved the years the three of us got to spend in our own, private

world. I'm still loving and experiencing these years I get to share
with them, alongside an even bigger family. We have a tree on
Christmas. On Sundays, we host brunches. There are weddings
and dinners and birthdays and vacations. I get to come home to a
house filled with noise and chaos and joy. I've always known what
family meant. Now I get to know what a big family means. A big
family means traditions. Little brothers mean responsibility and
kindness. A big brother means a sense of humor. A sister means
everything. My family means cinnamon rolls on Thursday morn-

ings. (®
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One of my contributions to the Globe included a cover about the marijuana culture in St.
Louis and at our school. | learned a lot about how widespread illegal drug use is, and how
controlling it can be for some. During this piece | learned how to interview challenging subjects
with anonymity. Many of those quoted in the story went back and forth on allowing us to use
what they said in the article, so | was able to gain first hand experience on handling
interviewees. Additionally, this was the first cover story that | ever took the lead on. | put a lot of
work into this piece and the devotion | had to this story for the several weeks | was working on it
paid off in the end result. I'm most proud of how it affected the community around us. Students
were talking about the story in the halls; teachers brought it up in their classrooms. | was proud
to have an opportunity to produce something like this. | also wrote a feature on Clayton parent
and news anchor Kay Quinn. This story gave me an opportunity to see a new side of journalism.
For the interview, we met Quinn at her downtown studio, where we spoke to other reporters and
anchors as we were led on a full tour of the facility. Learning and writing about journalism with
the added angle of a woman integrating the broadcasting industry was a great experience.
Another story that | wrote was a piece for our ongoing column, “Love, The Globe”. This story
was extremely satisfying to work on. After hearing the first one, about a girl’s relationship with
her dad evolving after her mom passed away, read aloud during a meeting, | knew that | wanted
to write one about my own family. | got to really take a long, hard look into my own family as well
as myself. | think that | was able to get my message across and share with the community all
that my siblings mean to me. The next story that | wrote was another cover about the Me Too
movement. | thought that this story was extremely timely, but from the start | was worried about
our story falling into the ever growing pile of sexual assault features being written by student
papers around the country. To set ours apart, we added stories of the victims, from their
perspective, as a way to give a voice to those who wouldn’t have another platform. As
journalists, it's our responsibility to reach the most people and inform the public. These moving,
haunting stories from students, teachers, graduates, and other community members moved and
educated those who read it. | learned a lot about the strong hold that sexual assault has on
people. It affects people of all races, genders, and socioeconomic status. It's not just a problem
in Hollywood. It's happening in our community, and | feel that this story helped some realize that
distressing truth. Finally, the last story that | worked on this year was another cover on Human
Trafficking in the St. Louis area. This has been the most eye opening and educational cover that
I've ever worked on. Before starting this cover, | had no idea that sex trafficking was such a
large issue in our city. It turns out that we’re the 15th largest capital of sex trafficking in the
country. | learned about the large misconception that many have about sex trafficking. Very
rarely are victims kidnapped and forced to sell their bodies, like sex trafficking victims are
portrayed in media. Many insecure girls and boys are manipulated into complying with the
wishes of a “partner” which result in a trafficking situation. Parents will even sell their children’s
bodies as a way to make money. This topic, however distressing, was one that needed to be
shared. Unlike the Me Too movement, there is very little coverage surrounding sex trafficking in
the media, despite it being such a major problem. My greatest wish would be that someone
reading our article would later go out and begin to notice signs in the community, and act on
their observations. Education is the first step of action, and | hope to educate those in the
Clayton and St. Louis communities further in my next two years on The Globe.





