FRESHMEN SPENCER THORNHILL AND OWEN WAGSTAFF MET WHEN THEY WERE

THE SNOWY N Houne doors s shut bebind Carrie
Wogesta!! on she wolked post the frut secton

Then she sow him ~ 0 blonde todder witting o
stroler, of busdied up

Bt somethisg about b 1rned her glimgse into o
siore

Mo looknd exnctly Koe hor blus-oyed brunette foddier —
Owon, St walkind over to e itie boy's God. Sopped him
on the shoulder ond sad.

ey 've ot 0ne of thase ot home

Then Wogsiat! found cut the Boy's nome ~ Spencer.

1 couidn’t pass LD the opportunity 10 pet In costoct
with M Wogetof! sokd "1 dkdnt know many poople in our
noghborhood with Down Syndrome ond | hod o tak to
mom”

Spencers mom Theresa Thormtel's cor idled in the
Incica Hills Muddin School porking ot

Itwos 340 pm

Sho sconned e porking 1ot — she wolled ond wolted
ONd waited for Spencer 10 run cut on one of the (st doys

of mddie school

"Middia school wos hord for Spancer ot first.” Thor il
s0kd It wos e first time he wos separated from his
frionds feom slementary school They weren T suro how o
0ct arond him or if they shoukd atil be frands wih him
o they used to b

Byt o8 oon os Thorrhil spottnd Spencer ~ ond sow
the fomisar fo0e with him ~ she it har anuiaty sosh
away.

Epancer and Owon wolked cut together, ormmm tround
ooch other, with mosalve unies on thes foces

Trat day in the Indian Hills porking lot wos far from the
frwt time e boys hod met

After thoir poreats met ot Hen House, Spencer ond
Owen hod partipatod i Vorikety KOs mirode lkogee
Denobal gomes sace hey wors seven yoors old asd hod
the occasiond plovdate - but By hod fever spent siven
hours 0 doy. five days G woek together

But bocouse of the 29 howrs 0 woek. the never-onding
haliways of indan Hils Midde Schoo! seemed loss

ntimidoting
"When | wach thew frisndshin, it's ¥e wotching

them put other peopie’s noods in 1ront of Tk own”

Wogstolf scid “Other thon fasslly, ths s the e
time they've dome thot.*

Two years kater — e marcon haliwoys turned
tiue, 700 kids turnod into 1200 - and the boys
tecome Loncers

Owan butiosod his Biue Howeion st with pek
flamingos ard palm trees over his sgature Chiefs
Tahirt ho wore avery day for his Tirst high school
donce

He orowled in the bock of Thormie's cor with
Bpencer asd hoxiod 16 the Lisk Dence

The boys found Bor plece n the Midde of B
ety mosks pit Filed wi hundreds of thelr felioe
traehmen ond Link Crow laders

Spencer and Owon showcased thor
unlorgetioble donce Moves - evon e DJ goto

YOUNG AND HAVE SLOWLY BECOME BEST FRIENDS

picture of hem 1o put on his wots e

No matter whare the boys wore in the humid
Catenen. thry received fist bumge. got asked
OV GNA Sver DRI 10 B I PICILFES aNd wero
phetographod ty The Houbers and Hertingar
photograghen of mght

Boom

The Joud nokses of bowiing bols Nt the woodes
remp ond choers from his leam Med Owens's sors
ot the frat Unified Bowiing geme of the season
Thasa nomses that typically bottmrod Owen, wers
fost bockground nowme 148 evos shifted bock and
forth betwoon his lone ond Spencer’s constontly

Ho mode sute Spencer ways knew when his
Turn was, even If That seaet someots hod 10 Mok
Sure Ownn Aiwow whan his own i

If Spencar didn’t hawve the Best game, Owen wos
the Nrst person 1o give hm a high ive and make
ware he wos by ho wos the first person 1 bring
Spenoer Ns woter bottie ond moke sure o hod Ne

favoritn Choezits

T workd ve never dreamt Owen could be 80 concermod
ODOUt SOMO0NE'S Noeds,” Wagetof! sokd “They are in
this huxge bowling kne with the meet overstimuetng
dalroctions, and all he Cofod ABOUT wir SOMecno olse's
well baing*

With st ane yeor dowe ot 5M Eost. Spencer ond
Owen hove o fomiy here

Pretures of Spencer siriking 0 pocce sigs Tlled junker
sockal shilis codets Clare Pators and Nosms Kincoks
Phones — the GRum grows every Closs perkd they spend
- R

Cwon 510ps In Nis trocks whenever he secs E30 the
therogy dog- even Thaugh ho wishes she would retine 5o
i dogy Belis could ke her ploce

When Sgoncar waka I40 his sockl sl cassroom
rvery morning. the fst Shing ha does s his "boo yoh
ocoshaw” handehake with special education seacher Tio
Hurt betors e even puts his bockpock down

And Owen I8 adways ploying bosketbol meh De sociol

Be cOdess In the gym with an ear40-eor smile.
But no matier how many faw Iriends the boys have
mOde this yoor ~ CONSIOnt GONCe POrLos, Iryng Out New
ek shots from “Dude Perfoct” and Bowieg ot Ward
Porvwey Losos, st the seme with omyene elee

“Thokr friendstip is sum ond geesine.” Hurt sokd “They
have walked through 50 many stoges of e togoter
and | oimost anvy that Not many poople got %o have that
eporience”

“They Sont jadge peopia” Thorshll soxd ) think Bat's
why G ot of the gurerc! pepuiction Grovitotos Sowcrds
them It doesn’t matter what you look Nee or if you
have money o If you wear designer clothes, By love
everybody. They ove peophe for who they are As they've
etmen okder, kids Bave Oulgrown ther and that's normal
But thary've found each other and contacted and & i wach
o bimasing




