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In a few years, I’ll look back at the yearbooks I’ve helped produce. I’ll remember my role as not only 
an artist, but also an editor-- not two separate titles, but actually one in the same. Bellaire Carillon 
has given me the opportunity to use my art skills to amplify other artists and writers, including 
myself. 

The connection between art and writing was never something I really pondered until I joined the 
yearbook staff. I soon learned that art is inseparable from good journalism. The way the headlines 
are placed, the way fonts can convey a certain mood, the way photos and text are arranged to 
draw the viewer’s attention to a certain focal point-- all of it is intentional. All this was 
overwhelming to process at first, but the more I notice patterns in everyday life, the more my 
observation becomes second nature and the more my visual library expands.

Being on Carillon has taught me that not everything is a competition. Sometimes the best thing 
to do is cooperate with others. It’s not a battle between writer and designer or illustrator; what I 
can do should enable others to reach higher heights and vice versa. The challenge of time 
restraints and requests for illustrations I would never draw otherwise has forced me to adapt. 
Though my co-journalists may not realize it, I am grateful for their push and critique, which has 
turned me into a better artist and worker throughout the years.

- Allen Jiang



HEAT WAVE
During July 2023, Houston was 
hit by a heatwave with record 
high temperatures, putting 
many outdoor activities in 
disarray. In this spread, I wanted 
to emphasize that feverish heat 
by using red-orange colors in the 
illustrations of the clouds and our 
school building on the bottom of 
the page. I enjoyed blending the 
cartoony, organic clouds with the 
more rigid, blocky architecture to 
create a cohesive spread.





THANKSGIVING
One of our yearbook’s main elements     was 

to          was the line sprawling across every page,   ..         
and I wanted to use this line’s full potential  .              
.         for the Thanksgiving spread by incorporating 
it with illustrations. On the left page, I drew falling 
leaves to fit the autumn theme, and on the right, I 
continued using orange and neutral colors to tie 
the spread together. The food illustrations were 
not only used to fill the empty space on the page, 
but also to depict the meals that interviewed 
students had made themselves.





AUTOMOBILES
This was a student life spread about 
people who had interest in cars. I used 
the swoopy line in a dynamic way to 
imply the motion of the illustration of 
the car, which I drew based on a brand 
that was mentioned in one of the 
interviews. The graph on the left page 
also has small illustrations of cars drawn  
.                     by me to mimic the look of             
.                              competing brand name 
cars   .                        cars speeding down 
a racetrack                   a racetrack. 





HISD TAKEOVER
Houston Independent School District (HISD) was recently taken over by the Texas 
Education Industry (TEA), a controversial move that upset students, teachers and 
parents alike. I was assigned to draw a visual that doubles as a headline for this page, as 
the editor did not have enough photos to work off of. The illustration is a metaphor for 
the transition from traditionally autonomous HISD educational practices to new state 
enforced rules; “HISD” is overgrown with vines and rusted, almost hidden, while “TEA” is 
polished and shiny.





TRUMP’S TRIAL

I was assigned to draw former President Donald 
Trump for the index of the yearbook, where 
certain letters represent events throughout the 
year. For context, Trump’s mugshot was taken, 
and it was quite a big deal for everyone, 
regardless of their political affiliation. My strength 
lies in portraits, so I enjoyed replicating the 
mugshot and did my best to capture his likeness.


