
Emily Liu
Artist of the Year Application 2023-24

	 Nearly three summers ago, just a couple of days away from my freshman 
year, I decided that I was to become a student journalist. I was on one of the last 
stops of a school tour, where laying flat in a teal rolling cart was my first issue of the 
Panorama, our student newsmagazine. (The 2021 Senior Issue, to be exact) I had 
scarcely felt it before, but gazing upon the Studio-Ghibli-inspired cover adorned with 
soft flowers and climbing ivy, inspiration struck. The illustrations leapt out at me, and 
although art had been a hobby I thought I left behind in middle school, for the first 
time in a while, I felt emboldened to create. 
	 Growing up, my first real interest in art was with Guó Huà, the Chinese art of 
watercolor brush painting. I painted landscapes, butterflies, cats — you name it, but 
while I was proud to express my cultural identity in such a manner, I am ashamed 
to say that for many years, my work sat gathering dust in my closet. Over time, my 
passion had dissipated, but when I joined my school’s newsmagazine, I found a new 
purpose for my art. 
	 Now years later, and as a junior in high school, I create art for our magazine 
every month. Whether it be drawing small illustrations for other pages or creating 
central art pieces for my own infographics, I became attached at the hip, or so they 
say, to my iPad and Apple Pencil. 
	 My time on Panorama has taught me all the ways in which art can express 
identity and convey meaning, both of which influences my perspective as a jour-
nalist. On Panorama, I choose to employ my talent to enhance the unique identities 
and perspectives of writers on my staff and the people they cover. Whether it be 
through selecting the best brush texture, to considering even the slightest differenc-
es in shade, I work diligently to convey each message in an authentic manner.  
	 Over the past two years, I saw my work grow from meaningful to me alone, to 
being important to and representative of many people in my community. I could have 
never imagined that in a few short years, my art would grow from an audience of 
just my family to my entire school, community, and even the nation. Working on the 
newsmagazine has importantly taught me the value of my own work and allowed me 
to develop foundational teamwork and leadership skills.
	 I am proudest of the fact that so many people around me trust me to tell 
their stories through my art. Watching each of them describe their creative visions 
challenges me to push past the limits of my own expression and inspires me to be-
come a better artist. Next year, I have the privilege of leading our staff as Design 
Editor-in-Chief and am excited to continue helping others tell their stories through 
a visual medium. Although I still have room for growth, I am confident that if I keep 
practicing, perhaps someday soon, someone, like me years ago, will too stop, take a 
look, and feel inspired by my art.



Since this piece was a pro-con on tea and coffee, I wanted to make my art interpre-
tations of both look as delectable as possible with only a single color. I achieved this 
affect by creating a water-color like effect using brushes on Procreate which gave a 
very tradtional and textured look to the art. I also wanted to establish the perspec-
tive of both the coffee cup and tea bag laying on a table with the beans and leaves 
spilled all around. 



For this page, I created the art for the tree and the tree roots in the 7th column. 
Since the story was on Latin roots, I chose to play off of the visual idea of “roots” 
and take a metaphorical rather than literal interpretation. I was also inspired by the 
subject matter to draw knots on the roots and wrinkles on the tree to represent the 
age of the Latin language.



For this piece, I created the art for all the LEGO bricks and LEGO figurines, including 
the two on top “building” the infographic and the headshots under “Building Memo-
ries.” When creating art for this infographic, my greatest challenge was retaining the 
dimensions of each LEGO brick while changing the perspective in a variety of ways 
and adding accurate shadows. I am most proud of the “Behind the Brick” mod on 
this piece since it is an accurate to scale model of the original LEGO patent repre-
sented in a 3D style.



I created each illustration on this infographic with the intent of making it appear as 
if the infographic were laid on top of a table with the large dollar bills, coins, and the 
pen. For this piece, I wanted to stick to a very minimalistic, sleek art style to reflect 
the type of subject matter, and focused on using shadows to add dimension. 



When I recieved the color palette for this infographic, I knew I wanted to play around 
with utilizing “atypical” colors to represent a subject by drawing marine life in warm 
toned colors. I wanted to utilize my art as not only a way to draw the eye of the 
reader but also as a means to inform them by creating visual depictions of how ma-
rine life is actually affected by plastic for the central mod. For this piece, I am most 
proud of the detail of my art, as I haven’t had the opportunity to make such a large 
central art piece before. 


