
As my years in high school journalism come to a close, I reminisce on the skills I’ve learned and

the friendships I’ve made. From a sixth grade girl joining journalism club at my middle school, I

couldn’t have imagined how far I’ve come and how my writing as improved. With the help from

my peers and advisers, I’ve been able to contribute pieces to our website and newspaper and

develop my passions into journalistic stories. This year, I wrote numerous news stories for our

website and contributed stories to our newspaper all year. These stories ranged in length from

briefs to main stories and varied in sections from features to opinions. I filled extra holes for

stories when needed and was always available to help out writers. My job in our publication is

as Copy Editor and Editor-in-Chief of our newspaper so I also work to help improve the writing

of my staffers through lessons and one-on-one conversations. I have been contributing writing

since my freshman year of high school and have thoroughly enjoyed doing so. The connections

that I have made with my sources have spawned friendships which a=have been invaluable

during my time in high school. A lot of my contributions this year have been passion projects

that I have turned into journalistic content. I started off the year writing a personal column about

my dog who had passed away and I had wanted to honor her. I also am a Buc-ee’s enthusiasts

and was able to cover the grand opening of a Missouri location for our website. And a decision

by our school board prompted me to write an editorial that I was passionate about. Overall, I

have come a long way since my first days writing stories at our middle school newspaper to

covering important topics at our school and in our community. The skills I’ve learned like

communication, organization and collaboration are invaluable to my personal and professional

life and I would not be where I am today without the knowledge I gained in journalism. Writing

has always been a first-love of mine and I am grateful for the chance to grow in high school and

beyond.



Click here to view the story on FHNtoday.com.

Working with a member of our video and photo staff, we created a multimedia project about the
Soda Museum, a local museum that houses soda memorabilia and an arcade. I made
connections with the owner and the employees and was a passion project where I was satisfied
with the end result.

https://fhntoday.com/2024/03/20/tom-smith-opens-soda-museum-on-main-street-in-december-2023/


Click here to view the story on FHNtoday.com.

When we were brainstorming ideas for an editorial for our January issue, I was very passionate
about this topic and wanted to cover the reasoning behind the decision. I faced a lot of
communication setbacks with our Board of Education and when I was able to speak to them, I
discovered a Board that knew very little about the decisions they were making. I was very proud
of the final product and I learned to be persistent with my interviewing skills in the search for the
truth.

https://fhntoday.com/2024/01/24/new-board-of-education-updates-are-outdated-editorial/


Click here to view the story on FHNtoday.com.

This is a very meaningful piece to me as it was a way for me to cope with my grief over the
passing of my dog. I wanted to honor her in the best way I knew how, by writing a story. I am so
proud of the story and how she will be forever memorialized in our newspaper. My story touched
my parents and relatives who knew Holly and it allowed me tap into an emotional piece of
myself.

https://fhntoday.com/2023/12/22/a-tribute-to-holly/


Click here to view the story on FHNtoday.com.

For this story, myself and two other students drove three hours to Springfield, Missouri for the
grand opening of Buc-ee’s, the first location in Missouri. We got to interview various community
members, locals and members of the Buc-ee’s corporations, including CEO Arch “Beaver” Aplin.
This was one of my favorite projects I’ve ever worked on as I used breaking news tactics to
cover the event and to write a story within 48 hours as well as create social media content to
produce a multimedia piece.

https://fhntoday.com/2023/12/13/bucees-new-location/


Click here to view the story on FHNtoday.com.

Writing about Yadi’s Yummies was a highlight of senior year and a joy to create. The volunteers
at Yadi’s Yummies were outgoing, energetic and kind. I enjoyed being able to shed light on the
lives of people with mental disabilities and show the great people who are carving out a path for
those often overlooked.

https://fhntoday.com/2023/10/20/yadis-yummies-helps-more-than-just-pets-it-offers-employment-and-community/

