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Setting a state record by clinching a 
twelfth state title, the varsity football 
team gathers after the 51-8 win against 
Smithson Valley in the 5A Division I 
championship game Dec. 15 at AT&T 
Stadium. Seniors Hauss Hejny and  
Hawk Patrick-Daniels accounted for six 
touchdowns to lead Aledo to the historic 
victory. “Winning's always exciting. I 
mean, no matter how many times,  it's 
still exhilarating knowing all that work 
paid off," senior guard Nathan Hall, #71, 
said. "Everyone constantly works just 
to keep the tradition going and add 
their names to the history book, so it's 
amazing when you finally see it happen.” 
Photo by Trinity Hindmane
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198 Staff
609 Freshmen 
576 Sophomores 
491 Juniors 
541 Seniors

Participating in the traditional howdy dance at the 
pep rally Aug. 25, seniors Daniella Tregellas and 
Tyson Timms strike their final pose. “Maryn, Lilly 
and I all got together over the summer to plan the 
dance and choreography that the senior cheer 
girls do with the football players,” Tregellas said. 
“We then had to teach it to all of the girls and boys 
during the weekend.” Photo by Kenley Germany 
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Spread by Kenley Germany
Opening003  

How did the two campuses merging impact you?

002

AHS & DNG Merge. race to make it to morin’s on time.

truck breaks down, 

mark return of musicals. “Feed me, seymour.”
top nation like JV cheer. win grand champs like bdt.

travel all over. place AT state.
don’t stop. Feature politicans on podcast.

From Artemis to fancy pens, 

EXPERIENCE

CREATE
LEARNearn perfect score on AP test.

LEAD

Matching the chemicals, sophomore John Meyer lights a 
match and puts out the fire with baking soda and hydrogen 
peroxide alongside sophomore Lilly Sale and junior Griffin Hegi. 
Meyer reignited the flame using manganese dioxide Dec. 7. 
“Mr. Meroney makes class fun, and the lab was fun because 
it included fire,” Meyer said. “My favorite station was with the 
bottle and when the flames came out of the bottle. I also loved 
the bubble station where Mr. Meroney’s hand was set on fire.” 
Photo by Madison Scott

Arms wrapped each other, 
seniors Lexi Steffe, Taelynn 

Price, Madi McDonald, Aubrey 
Connelly and Emily Lewis chant 

along with the cheerleaders 
Dec. 15 at AT&T Stadium. “Being 

in the student section at the 
state game was an amazing 

experience,” McDonald said. “As 
a senior, I have attended the 

state game many times, however 
it was extremely special to end 

our last season with another 
championship.” Photo by Ella 

Flowers

Sophomores Savannah Thompson, 
Austyn Johnson and senior Garrett 
Rester work out homework problems 
in OnRamps Algebra II Oct. 5. “I like 
that we have to work in groups a lot 
and get to communicate with our 
classmates and get to learn with 
each other more than just sitting and 
working on a worksheet by ourselves,” 
Rester said. “It helps a lot.” Photo by 
Emma Boyd

During Mr. Shedd’s 
Calculus BC class Oct. 10, 

senior Nate Ashabraner 
discusses possible 

solutions to a derivative 
problem. “The best part 

about collaborative 
assignments is being 

able to work as a group 
to get through difficult 
problems,” Ashabraner 

said. Photo by Jacqueline 
Hall

It's ju� what we 
Jax Hunt, 10hang upside in hoco parade. fracture arm.

Jacob Seastrunk, 11

Finley Van Dyk, 10

powerlifting pushes it.

Izzy Weisenburger, 11

create new clubs for all interests.

5 strikes. outta luck on exemptions.
explore new paths:

Aviation, architecture, advertising.

Ag Advocacy Team

draw self-portrait. earn director’s award.

Dressed in 70s attire, senior Allie Graham celebrates winning a 
game at the decades day pep rally Oct. 20. “As someone who’s 

going to a college that doesn’t have a football team, pep rallies feel 
more memorable this year,” Graham said. The decades day pep rally 

was held before the Bearcats beat Denton Ryan Raiders 25-19 on 
senior night. Photo by Kenley Germany
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Opening005

Which of your pa�ions be� reflects your personality?

004

set the pace.

win World Series. celebrate ALUM.
clinch 12th state title. 

Not CCMR met? take TSI.
Register to votE. get informed.

MAKE Model trains. snow board.

  let passions reflect personality.

we excel. 

it’s JUST who we are and...

GRIND
BE

DO
just 

what

It’s 

we

In their howdy attire, the student section rallies to support the 
Bearcats at the game against Parish Episcopal Aug. 25. “ I love the 
energy the student section brings,” senior Sam Newburn said. “The 
howdy game has always been my favorite theme that I look forward 
to each year.” The Bearcats won 50-35. Photo by Ella Flowers

Sophomores Alisha Rodriguez and Marley Parker compete 
in an online study game for Spanish lll Oct. 11. “Spanish is 
my favorite class because I have a lot of friends in here and I 
love the environment in Mr. Martinez’s class,” Rodriguez said. 
Students used Game Kit and Quizlet to practice vocabulary 
and proper verb conjugation.  Photo by Emma Boyd

Posing for Memorable Moments, sophomore JV cheerleaders 
Elizabeth Miller, Julia Cutaia, Summer Burton and Jocelyn 
Hudson participate in Flexing Friday Sept. 15. “I have an amazing 
team that is willing to do anything for each other,” Miller said. 
“This season has been drastically different from previous seasons 
but I think it’s for the better. We have improved so much as a 
program and have put in the work to prove it.” JV cheer won first 
at NCA nationals. Photo by Emma Boyd

Cody Bradford

set another record.

finish like XXC with state medal.

we achieve. we grow greatness.
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Spread by Kenley Germany
Experience Divider007

What experience has shaped you the mo
?

006

- Samantha Howeth, 12

EXPERIENCE
It's ju� what we Up in the stands, seniors 

Hattiebelle Polland, Samiyah 
Baines, Landrie Thurman, 

Edyn Esquivel and Mia 
Browne take the front row 

of the howdy pep rally Aug. 
25. “I’d have to say that my 

favorite pep rally theme this 
year was decades,” Baines 

said. “It was so fun to finally 
be able to go dress up in the 

70s and gogo boots. I also 
loved that pep rally because 
I was chosen to play musical 

chairs and it was so fun 
competing against the other 

players in my grade.” Photo 
by Kenley Germany

travel the worlD. volunteer abroad.
make our mark then redo parking spots.

cheer too loud or sit with mom.
rock with blow up guitars            paint overalls.

dance too hard         lose a shoe.

“I definitely 

wanted to win
homecoming court but

being able to 

in the first place
was special to me.”

make court 

while we count days to break...
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Create Divider029

Who brought the energy?

028

- Taylor P re�age, 12

create
It's ju� how we 

In front of the student section, 
senior drumline captain Gavin 

Haddox makes noise for the 
varsity football game against 

the Parish Episcopal Panthers 
Aug. 25. The Bearcats won 50-
35. “I always pinpoint individual 

people that I know will get 
the crowd involved if I interact 
with them,” Haddox said. “The 
faster and more animated the 
drumline gets, the louder the 
crowd gets.” Photo by Trinity 

Hindman

havana nights rock under friday night lights. 
From little shop to epic proportions -

We draw, We paint,
 We sing, We play, We dance.

is it the product or the process? 
Here, it’s both...

“being part of 

cheer
 throughout high school 

HAs taught me that 

it’s great to get involved 
in an activity with

like-minded people.”
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Learn Divider055

What was your favorite cla� this year?

054

choose a pathway, a plan, A passion. 
at dng, at AHS, In the classroom, In the LAb,

in groups, IN PARTNERS, by ourselves,

LEARN
It's ju� what we 

Perfecting his attempt, junior 
Hudson Christie lands a bubble 

in the hands of juniors Ella 
Hopkins and Emery Thompson 
in a lab for AP Biology Sept. 19. 
“We took different approaches 
to it, but eventually landed on 

using the bubble solution on 
Ella’s hands to make it stick,” 

Christie said. “When the bubble 
first stuck to our hands, we 

were shocked and tried to see 
if we could pass the bubble 

around without making it pop,” 
Thompson said. “We failed.” 
Photo by Madison Salaverry 

late-night cramming, finishing up in flex,

real-world experiences, hands-on, 

- Caroline P rue�, 11

“My time at 

here and beyond...

Aledo High School was 

great 
because of the 

amazing teachers 
who have made 

Learning fun, 
and opened my eyes 

to some 

really awesome
 opportunities.”
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How you do define a leader?

072

FOR our teammates, our squad, our group, 
the class, the crowd—the striving never ends.

After two hours of waiting, finally a catch. 

lead
It's ju� how we 

Commanding the stage, junior 
Lucas Steele climbs atop a 

chair occupied by senior Henry 
Blake during the musical “Little 

Shop of Horrors” on Oct. 30. 
“The dentist is a very unique 

kind of character,” Steele said 
of his role. “He’s a dentist that’s 

addicted to causing people 
pain. You don’t really see that 

anywhere else. It’s also my 
first time playing the villain, 
so that was really really fun. 

Performing this was a dream 
come true.” “Little Shop of 

Horrors” ran from Oct. 27-30. 
Photo by Emma Boyd

- Johann Sommers, 11

Showing up for 5 a.m. feed time.

inspiring others, long hours pay off...
finishing Final touches at midnight.

“I think 

Aledo is great 
I love 

with them.

with the flag in

 Spirit of Aledo 
makes me feel very excited.”

and

celebrating

Running 

072-073_4-01541_000.indd   All Pages 4/5/24   10:07 AM



Spread by Kenley Germany
Grind  Divider 091

What is your favorite sport to play?

090

grind
In position, senior running back 
Hawk Patrick-Daniels, #1, runs 

with the ball in the game against 
the Northwest Texans Sept. 

8. “Football means a lot to me 
because I know the coaches 
put their trust in me to play 

with the ability I was given to 
help our team to be successful,” 

Patrick-Daniels said. “I like playing 
football because of the physicality 

and I love to score touchdowns.”  
The Bearcats defeated the 

Texans 38-13. Photo by Kenley 
Germany

before the sun comes up, long after the sun sets, 
On the field, on the court, on the mat, on the course, 

in the gym, in the pool - EVERYDAY

We train, we lift, we run, 
we compete to win.

No complaints. our mindset is clear...

- Morgan E�evez, 11

It's ju� how we 

“our team
had a really

great connection.

so i think we had a really 

we went much farther

in playoffs 
than we normally d0,

great season.”
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Spread by Kenley Germany
Be Divider 143

How would you describe yourself in one word?

142

we pack the student section to go all out.
ain’t no party like a bearcat party, y’all.

 

are
It's ju� who we 

At the varsity football game 
against Denton Ryan Raiders 

Oct. 20, seniors Hailey 
Vandiver,  Emaree Gibson 

and Miyah Baines dress up 
for decades day. “It’s so much 

fun getting to support the 
football team with the whole 

school,” Gibson said. “I also 
enjoyed getting to match the 
theme of that day.” Photo by 

Ella Flowers

we’re everything in between.
We’re not just Athletes or mathletes -

arrive early. stay late.

overcome challenges. celberate success...

...

- Mark Hadoe, 10

“the team
treated me

like their little

i love
those guys.”

brother.
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WE Spread by Kenley Germany
Closing 415

What was your favorite experience this year?

414

Opponent pinned, junior Baillie Sessom runs the half 
with 0:46 seconds on the clock Dec. 11. “If you set your 

mind to being able to win, and actually put in the hard 
work and dedication into what you want to achieve, 

you can,” Sessom said. “It all starts with your mindset. 
Azle is one of the toughest schools to go against, 

they’re extremely talented and definitely an extreme 
challenge.” Sessom qualified for regionals, placing third 

at district. Photo by Trinity Hindman

PRAY for snow day. Nope. Bundle up instead.

TRY to drive down bailey ranch road. 

check news. see robotics featured.

On stage Feb. 21, senior Ellie Green, sophomore 
Curt Vermillion and junior Mason Steele 
rehearse the one-act play “Peter and the Star 
Catcher.” “I enjoy theatre a lot, and being a part 
of that scene was pretty fun,” Vermillion said. 
“My character, Lord Aster,  was especially fun to 
play because he is British.” “Peter and the Star 
Catcher,” written by Rick Elice, was based off of 
the story of Peter Pan. Photo by Elise Creed

raise money for prom at spring fling.
toss cow tongues in ag olympics. 

Remove all those ceiling tiles.

walk stage at tim buchanan stadium.
take last look at red and blue walls.

toss cap. move forward.
Fighting for the basket, senior forward Jack 

Sawyer, #21, makes the shot Dec. 7. “Spending 
time with my teammates is what made this season 

very special,” Sawyer said. “I love how fast paced 
basketball is, and how it requires every player 

on the court to have a role.” Varsity won against 
Liberty Christian 67-58. Photo by Trinity Hindman

cones block another lane.

Eyes on the microscope, seniors Reagan Mitchell 
and Brittyn Wheeler participate in a forensics lab 

where students examine the DNA found in hair Jan. 
19. “My favorite thing about forensics class was the 

experiments we got to do for different lessons and also 
learning so much about criminal justice and the basics 
of it,” Wheeler said. “I had amazing friends in that class 

who made it so fun and there was always a positive 
vibe in the room every day.”  Photo by Skylar Zwetzig

At the end of fifth period 
April 8, students evacuated 

the building for an extended 
fire drill to witness the total 

solar eclipse. When the moon 
passed completely in front 
of the sun, the lights of the 
senior living center across 
from the school came on 

and students cheered in the 
darkness. “I thought it was 

super cool because this only 
happens maybe two times 

in our life,“ junior Ava Fennel 
said. Fennel was in lunch 

during the viewing and also 
took astronomy. Photo by 

Bella McCorkel

Mr. David Caruso

Class of 2024

Circuit Breakers, Team 6566
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How did you make this year memorable?

416

As the sun rises, assistant director Dexx Moore 
leads the Bearcat Regiment rehearsal before 
school Sept. 22. “This year we revolutionized 
the learning process,” Moore said. “We ended 
up spending less time spoon feeding drill to the 
students, putting it more on the individual.” The 
Regiment finished the season as back-to-back 
area champions. Photo by Maxwell Howe
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