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Ladue residents should educate themselves on elected officials and
measures that impact the local community

23 OUT OF 23 LADUE PUBLICATIONS EDITORS AGREE

hether someone’s political information
comes from news, social media or word
of mouth, most of it likely pertains to

one topic: the presidential election. With how close
the race is and the strong sentiments from both
sides, it’s logical for the presidential race to generate
some attention. What isn’t logical, however, are the
limited opinions regarding local elections and mea-
sures that directly affect our respective lives.

The president’s job is to preside over the United
States, notlocal communities. To the next president,
a Ladue student is just one of the 17.3 million high
school students listed in the 2021 Census. To the
next president, St. Louis County is just one of over
3,000 nationwide counties. To the next president,
Missouri is just one of 50 states.

Locally, Missouri has key state and national con-
gress races that will be decided at the Nov. 5 general
election. In addition, other significant elections and
measures, including the governor’s race along with
Propositions 2 and 3, are also to be decided Now. 5.
Unlike the presidential race, these determine how
Missouri is represented, along with the state of local
education, infrastructure and economics.

One of the most prominent issues in local elec-
tions is the lack of people exercising their right to
vote. According to Pew Research Center, 66% of eli-
gible voters voted in the 2020 general election, com-
pared to 46% turnout in the 2022 midterm elections.
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This 20% decrease when the presidency isn’t on the
ballot reflects alack of care for local elections. When
people opt to save a little time instead of voting lo-
cally, they sacrifice their right and ability to directly
impact their local community.

Then, there is uninformed voting in local elec-
tions. Often, people neglect doing their own re-
search and instead vote along the party line. There
is no issue using political allegiances to guide one’s
vote as a candidates party often signifies what they
stand for, helping voters distiguish between candi-
dates. However, going all blue or all red without bat-
ting an eye is very problematic. Not all Democrats
are alike, nor are all Republicans. Every candidate
has specific opinions, experiences and qualities that
define them. Reducing what the candidates stand for
simply to a party isn’t a recipe for the most qualified
candidates elected.

These problems have one simple solution: a com-
munal commitment to being educated. While edu-
cating oneself on local elections may seem difficult,
it really isn’t too demanding. Local news, social me-
dia and conversing with knowledgeable communi-
ty members are all effective and painless methods
to educate oneself. Additionally, ballotpedia.org
offers nonpartisan descriptions of candidates and
measures in local elections, which is a good way to
immerse oneself in community-oriented issues. Pri-
oritizing this research ensures participation in local
elections, which is key due to these elections’ signifi-
cant impact on our communities. [P]
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