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Mission Statement

The Little Hawk, student journalism news-|
paper and website of City High School,

aims to inform, educate and entertain
readers. LH journalists follow the code of
the journalist by seeking truth, doing no
harm, being independent, and working to-
ward balance in all news stories.

All student voices are enouraged to be part
of a LH journalism class. To join the class,
talk to your guidance counselor today.

Letters to the editor may be submitted to:
LittleHawkPage@gmail.com

ICCSD Equity Statement
It is the policy of the ICCSD not to

discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, religion, national origin, gender,

age, marital status, sexual orientation,
gender identity, veteran status, disability,
or socioeconomic status in its education-
all programs, activities, or employment

practices.

If you believe you (or your child) have
been discriminated against or treated un-
justly at school, please contact the
Equity Director at:

509 S. Dubuque Street
(319) 688-1000
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BOOK BANS

INFRINGE

UPON STUDENTS’ RIGHTS

STAFF EDITORIAL

LEAD WRITER
Tai Caputo

Should the new law be abolished?
YES: 12 NO: 0

n the November 7th lowa elections, the citizens of lowa City
demonstrated their disapproval of the new book-banning
regime by defeating three conservative board members who
support book banning in a landslide victory for intellectual
freedom.

Despite this win, the Iowa City School District is still subject to Sen-
ate File 496, a law that was passed by the Iowa Legislature in May, 2023.
This new law requires all public school districts in Iowa to remove books
that “depict or describe sex acts.” Last month, the lowa City Commu-
nity School District published a list of books they are now required to
remove from their libraries in order to clarify the effects of the new law
to administrators, librarians, and teachers.

Critics may argue that these books are not “banned,” but merely
limited in access. However, according to Britannica, book banning is
“the practice of prohibiting or restricting the reading of certain books
by the general public or by members of a local community or religious
group.” Access to these books has been restricted; therefore, according to
this definition, they are banned.

On November 28th, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
filed a lawsuit against the Iowa Legislature and demanded that Senate
File 496 be suspended immediately, because in addition to requiring
the removal of books containing “sex acts,” Senate File 496 contains
anti-LGBTQ+ legislation and requires staff to report students who use
different pronouns or nicknames in accordance with their gender iden-
tity. The ACLU represented eight City High students and their families.
The lawsuit is currently going through the legal system as of the publica-
tion of this article. One student involved in the case is Puck Carlson 24,
who identifies as nonbinary.

City High student Puck Carlson said in a statement that removing
books is detrimental to queer students.

“Removing books that discuss queer topics or people from our
schools tells our queer students that they do not belong there, that their
existence is shameful,” Carlson said in a statement. “I am not shameful.”

Many students assumed that Senate File 496 did as much to police
student reading as the Iowa Legislature could hope to do. But things
have only gotten worse from there. On November 14, District leaders
emailed all secondary English teachers to inform them that students
could no longer read any independent reading books for an  English
class that do not already belong
to the school library. According
to teacher estimates, about a
third to half of all students typi-
cally bring books from the public
library or from home.

The impact of this new
rule is to drastically cut the
number of books that
high school students are
allowed to read for
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school. The City High School Library has many fewer books and is
much more limited in scope than the lowa City Public Library. While
the ICCSD’s list of 68 banned titles is clear-cut and obvious, this new
rule is much more insidious and much more harmful, amounting to

the de facto removal of thousands of books from what can be read for
independent reading in English classes. While the City High Library is
carefully curated to cater to teenagers’ interests, it is relatively limited,
and does not have access to a budget that would allow it to include
everything a high school student might want or need to read. Further-
more, this new rule goes against the intention of Senate File 496 by
infringing on the rights of parents to provide independent reading books
to their children and to have a say in what they read at school. This
restriction affects families from across the political spectrum. Neither
liberal parents nor conservative parents will be able to choose which
books their students read. 7he Color Purple, a book that reflects typically
liberal ideologies, is on the banned list, while Hinds Feet on High Places,
which reflects typically conservative ideologies, is not in the City High
Library.

As a result of the Senate File 496 and the District’s new rule, a small
number of adults are being allowed to diminish and control entire
families and communities, as well as the reading materials of 156,336
public high school students in Iowa. These book bans are detrimental
to the education of City High students, reducing their allowed reading
materials to a fraction of what they were previously able to have access
to. It also undermines the rights of parents by not allowing them to have
input into the reading of their teenagers.

Perhaps most significantly, the law also takes away the agency of
high school students, treating teenagers as if they were small children,
and restricting their access to great works of literature that the libraries
cannot afford.

We high school students should not have our education undermined
for political reasons by the adultist lowa Legislation. We should be treat-
ed as individuals capable of making decisions for ourselves.

We support the ACLU’s demand that Senate File 496 be suspended
immediately. The book-banning laws are unfairly destructive to educa-
tion at City High School and infringe on students’ rights to choose what
they read.

We support Puck Carlson’s reflection on the importance of reading in
their life and in the lives of others.

“Reading has always been a funda-
mental part of how I learned to under-

stand the world around me,” Carlson
stated. “Every student should have the
right to do the same: to be able to
learn about people, cultures and
l perspectives and to be able to
learn about all of the world
around them — not just
parts of it.”




