
Pickle Preferences

Then and Now
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What is your preferred paddle material?

Where do you play pickleball? 

Do you prefer singles or doubles?
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A look into pickleball’s history
1965 1976 2020 2021 2023

Pickleball is 
created by Joel 

Pritchard.

The first pickleball 
tournament is held in 
Tukwila, Washington.

The PPA goes on 
its first tour in the 

United States.

The Professional 
Pickleball Association is 

founded.

The Sports and Fitness 
Association calls pickleball 
the fastest-growing sport. 

Sources: Market US,  
PlayPickleball.com, 

USA Pickleball
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“I like pickleball because 
you can play and have a 
conversation at once.” 

“Pickleball is fun for me 
because it’s similar to 

tennis, which I also like.”

“I play pickleball with my 
family and friends. I’m also 

a part of pickleball club.”

Missouri Pickleball Club
$5 per person per hour
Over 18 indoor courts  

Brockden Miller (10)  Balkis Prothro (12)Elle Kerner (11)

Student opinions on 
pickleball and how 

they got involved

Places to play pickleball around St. Louis 

Student pickleball playing choices
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Chicken N Pickle 
$20 per hour

11 indoor courts
Arch Pickle

$2 entry 
50+ indoor courts

Shaw Park
Free 

Four outdoor 
courts
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Tower Grove 
Park

$5 entry 
Eight outdoor 

courts 

Frontenac 
Racquet Club
 $40 per hour 

Four indoor 
courts

Francis 
Park 
Free

Four outdoor 
courts
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Game, 
Set, Pickle
Examining aspects of 
pickleball’s recent rise to fame
Illustrations by Madeline Awad, Josh Devine 
& Kelly Zhang

Breaking down the 
three most common 

pickleball moves 

Mastering 
the Hits

Underhand Serve Dink Forehand Shot

A strong hit from the 
baseline to the opposite 

side of the court

A weak hit to the 
kitchen to draw up 

the opponent

A powerful way to 
return a hit from the 

opposing side

How to Move
Parts of the pickleball court 

Baseline 
Marks the end 

of the court 

Serving Side 
Right side starts

when the side changes 

Net
22 foot x 4 foot  

mesh net  

The Kitchen 
No volley zone

Sideline 
44 foot sideline 

meeting the 
22 foot baseline

Percent increase in pickleball’s 
popularity 

How long have students played pickleball?

Predicted market increase of pickleball 
products in billions of dollars

Score Card
Start: The first player serves from 
the right. The starting team gets one 
serve, seen as 0-0-2.

Game: A team can only score a point 
when they serve. If a point is lost 
while serving, only the serve is lost 
and no points are added to either 
team’s score. 

Score: The first two numbers 
represent the points on each side. 
The third number is the amount of 
people who have served, one or two.

Growth Game
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Exploring the past and future growth of pickleball 
and its market
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How to score doubles
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