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           I’ve been illustrating for The Nueva Current since
freshman year, but this is the first time I’ve joined the
newspaper as an official staff member. Even though I’m now
juggling both writing and design roles, illustration will always
hold a special place in my heart. 

Hi, I’m Anwen!

         What I really love is the process: starting with rough
sketches, talking through ideas with the writer, and ultimately
figuring things out together. From sketchbook to print, every
piece feels like a group effort.

         Working on The Current this year has brought me closer
to my peers and the stories they care about. It’s made me a
better illustrator—and a better teammate.
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“The Hidden Costs of Fitting In” 

Issue 5 Cover Illustration

For this DT, my writer explored how
socioeconomic differences at our

school can shape social interactions
in subtle (but powerful) ways. I

illustrated a ring of people
surrounding an oversized dollar bill to

reflect how class differences can
create invisible barriers between

students—and how conversations
about privilege are often left

unspoken.
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DT Supplemental Artwork

“The Hidden Costs of Fitting In” 

While some may see our school as
homogenous, we wanted to show

how our students come from a
wide range of family and

socioeconomic backgrounds. 
To do that, we added this set of
graphics to the interior pages of
our DT. We ultimately wanted to
highlight the idea that that we
can’t assume someone’s story
based on appearances alone.



“Red, White, and Who?” 

Issue 3 Cover Illustration

Anwen Chen

This digital collage ran on the front page
of our post-election December 2024
issue—a moment when many were
asking, “What does it mean to be an

American?” To create my piece, I
layered cutouts of faces from our own
community, before connecting them
together with a red strand, adding in

some letterbox cutouts, and weaving in
verses of the national anthem.



“Chasing Expectations”

A

Issue 6 Cover Illustration

This cover illustration was for an article
about competition and academic

pressure at our school. Specifically, we
wanted to explore how students were

grappling with the expectations placed
on them by upperclassmen and

parents.  To that end, I chose to draw a
figure running on a track toward a

signpost labeled “your future.” The goal
was to show how quickly external

expectations of success can become
internalized.
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This was the front-page illustration for
an article on how immigrant

communities were responding to recent
immigration crackdowns under the

Trump administration. My writer, after
visiting local community centers,

wanted to capture the not just the
political implications of these policies,
but also their human cost. I used the

negative space of a missing mother and
child to reflect that emotional weight.

Issue 4 Cover Illustration

“Residing  Here in Faith and Fear” 


