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About Me 
I love it when people tell me that my art looks bad. Seriously, I will go up to other newspaper 

staffers and ask them “What looks bad about this?” Through my time on the Harbinger, I’ve grown to 
love feedback and criticism, with the editing process being one of my favorite parts of creating art. 
Criticism is one of my best friends in the journalism world, and I love being able to both offer and 
receive it.

Of course, freshman Francesca felt very differently. For my first art assignment on the Harbinger, 
I was assigned to make a comic strip for our print issue. I sketched out an outline, colored it in and 
texted it to one of the art editors. The response: “It looks good but I don’t really get the message.” I 
cried. I was absolutely terrified at the mere thought of creating something that looked “bad.” This 
mindset pushed me to make my best work, which I did do, but at the price of being scared of creating 
art. Through this process of constant feedback, however, I was able to grow to love criticism. Now, 
coming into my new role as our publication’s Art Editor, I can’t help but feel excited to both learn more 
from other staffers, and to help others do the same. Being on the Harbinger has taught me that 
criticism has been one of the best ways to help me grow both as a person and as an artist, and that 
it’s not something that you should shy away from, but something to be grateful for. 

Sincerely,



IT’S A TRAP Front 
Cover Art

For this project, I was assigned to make 
the dominant graphic for our print issue’s front 
cover, reflecting our spread feature story dealing 
with identity theft and security online. After 
sketching out the graphic, the designer of the 
cover noted that it would be difficult to place a 
headline, byline and other details on the cover 
with the hand’s orientation, so I sent her a few 
redesigns before eventually settling on this. 
Overall, I’m very pleased with how the graphic 
turned out, especially since our covers don’t 
typically use art as a dominant.



IT’S A TRAP Cover 
Art

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1J30yb9aPju0p6D5ougAyN6zog5omdF_j/preview


The Future is 
Female Print Issue 
Art

For our themed issue that focused on women and female 
empowerment, I was assigned to create a series of clipart pieces for 
our designers to put on their pages. This project was definitely 
tedious and relentless, but I really enjoyed getting to see the end 
result. In addition to being used in our themed issue, our designers 
were also able to use these graphics for some of our pages later in 
the year. 



The Future is 
Female + Exciting 
or Excessive? 



Shadowed Victories 
Editorial Cartoon

The topic for our editorial was transgender 
athletes in high schools and the hostile 
atmosphere that accompanies the discussion 
around them. To illustrate this topic, I wanted 
to create a scene portraying a saddened 
transgender athlete waiting in the hallway 
while sports tryouts are happening after 
school. 

Originally, the athlete was supposed to have a 
transgender pride flag on her pin. However, 
when talking to another artist, they noted that 
it wouldn’t be readable with the cartoon’s size, 
so I ended up placing the flag on her shirt 
instead to make it more noticeable.



Shadowed 
Victories 
Editorial 
Cartoon



Access 
Unstoppable 
Editorial Cartoon
For this cartoon, the topic for our editorial 
was YouTube’s new restrictions over videos 
involving buying and assembling firearms, 
and how it related to the threat of school 
shootings. For the cartoon, I wanted to create 
a graphic showing what a determined person  
with disregard for the regulations might look 
for. To do this, I practiced using harsh light 
and shadows for a bit before creating the 
final product. 



Access 
Unstoppable 
Editorial Cartoon



Stop Flooding the 
Zone Page Art

This page art originally started as an editorial cartoon for a story 
about “flooding the zone,” a political tactic used to distract the media by 
announcing flashy executive orders in order to cover up new bills and laws. 
However, the page designer and I decided that a cartoon wouldn’t be able 
to communicate the threat level of this tactic, so we ended up going with a 
graphic for our sidebar instead. I really wanted to convey the intensity of 
the wave both as an illustration to how this tactic works, and the threat it 
posed to our government, so I made sure the wave was much larger than 
the flag on the shore, and used bolder colors for the water and more muted, 
grayish colors for the flag. Overall, I enjoyed making this piece; I hadn’t really 
worked with illustrating water before so it was definitely challenging at first, 
but I ended up loving how it turned out.



Stop Flooding 
the Zone Page Art


