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Art was my first language.

Before I could articulate with words, I communicated through colors, shapes, and lines. It was a
whirlwind of imagination—a creative outlet for moments when sentences simply fell short.

Art was my first love.

The act of forming tangible and visible thoughts with my own hands, my iPad, or even a piece of
paper, was exhilarating. An adrenaline rush equivalent to that of locking eyes across the room.

In my sophomore year, when I joined my high school’s journalism program, Scot Scoop, I found
the bridge between visual expression and written storytelling. I grew not only as an artist, but as a
journalist. There, [ was able to use my visual language to bring attention to topics often
unseen—medical ethics, mental health, and unspoken truths while maintaining a sense of fun.

Art became my voice.

Through illustration and the guidance of Scot Scoop’s community, I began to tell stories that
challenge silence and invite others to see what’s been overlooked. My hope is that my art evokes
the same heart-dropping impact as the heavy topics it explores. It’s important to not only read and
understand situations, but to feel and see what is happening. By carefully choosing color palettes
and embedding symbolism in my work, cartoons have been a way for me to breathe life into my
fellow writers’ work, allowing their words to come alive with lines and colors. Journalism has given
me the privilege of shining a light on the topics and struggles I’'m most passionate about and giving
them the presence they deserve.

My art is raw and from the heart—and that reflects what I have learned from Scot Scoop: a passion
to witness, to question, and to give voice to the world’s untold stories.
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A eternal feart

Poem by GISELLE LO | Art by SKYLIN LUI

People can wander for years
searching for another half
for a specific type of love
but mine is already right beside me not a
lover,

a friend

not lesser,

another kind of love

That is, the kind of love

I can’t put into words.

That is, to say:

I could live millions of lifetimes beside you
boring

adventurous

short

long

you would still be precious to me.
Something to cherish every day
the sun shining

the earth after the rain

flowers in the morning

That kind of precious.

We were changing together, walking
rowards the future, looking

towards the sky

for a better version of ourselves

We didn’t realize

until we stopped and looked around and
saw how far we'd come

Better in some ways, worse in others But
your smile stayed the same

even if you crafted new versions of it and 1
looked back and saw

your hand was in mine the whole time wrist
o wrist

pulse o pulse

Even if your hand had

grown stronger,

grown tougher,

dirt under your fingernails,
calloused palms,

I would still know

it’s you.

The sun rises, we grow up.

we reach out, expand our horizons.
And you

are my compass

reminding me [ always have a home
somewhere to go,

a tether to hold,

knowing it’s possible to

be known,

seen,

heard.

The sun sets, we grow up.

We learn to tell lies, to keep secrets,
But you?

How could I keep secrets from you,
when you were beside me

as I was learning to keep them?

Who else? Who else?

is the ocean to my river of words?

has seen me laugh a hundred different ways,
cry a hundred different times?

I don’t believe in soulmates

some romantic concept I'll never be able to
reach but if there was some red string

to reflect a heart, the puzzle pieces around
me that make me make sense,

mine would take me back to you.

My friend,

not lesser,

love.

Tt all comes back to you.




Healthcare bound by bans

I created this cartoon to acknowledge the overturning of Roe v. Wade and the 22 states that have since banned abortion. It
highlights the challenges that doctors face in determining what qualifies as a medical exception and what could result in
criminal charges. I illustrated the limitations placed on physicians and their ability to provide care through physical
restraints across their wrists.

Progress to prejudice

This editorial cartoon is a play on the concept of a "trump card", a card that holds power above its usual rank in
trick-taking games, and President Donald Trump’s influence over the government’s decision to sign multiple transphobic
executive orders. The LGBTQ+ community has demonstrated incredible activism since the 1920s, with San Francisco
playing a foundational role. However, in light of Trump’s efforts to roll back progress, I felt it was important to use art as a
means to promote activism and raise awareness for the LGBTQ+ community.

GTA VI release pushed back to 2026

This writer had written an entertainment article regarding Grand Theft Auto VI (GTA VI), a popular and long-awaited
action video game series. This piece is unique to my work as I attempted to recreate the popularized art style of the
beloved game. I illustrated the two main characters, Lucia and her partner Jason, standing against the sun-soaked
backdrop of fictional Leonida.

Grotesque gluttony

With this editorial cartoon, I delve into the harsh reality of Mukbangs, a popularized content form in which mass amount
of food are eaten on film. The cartoon is meant to inflict a sense of disgust, representative of a once enjoyable trend turn
into a grotesque and damaging competition. It explores the potential mental and health risks for participants and the
viewers that come with romanticizing overconsumption and promoting eating disorders, such as anorexia bulimia.

An eternal heart

I created this artwork for a printed magazine to accompany a heartfelt poem about the beauty of platonic love. Illustrated
in a style meant to replicate oil paints and pastels, I enjoyed using the bright flame as a symbol of love in any form—its
ability to burn brightly, but also the danger that, if one steps too close, it can burn too intensely.


https://scotscoop.com/cartoon-healthcare-bound-by-bans/
https://scotscoop.com/cartoon-progress-to-prejudice/
https://scotscoop.com/the-wait-continues-as-the-gta-vi-release-is-pushed-back-to-2026/
https://scotscoop.com/cartoon-grotesque-gluttony/

