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One Page Statement

Going into my second year of Broadcast Journalism, | wanted to challenge myself to
cover a variety of topics after exclusively covering sports games in my first year. | thought that
the transition would not be very difficult but every news story | covered proved to be more
complex than the last. | wanted to cover stories that not only matter to my school, but also to my
surrounding community. Over the course of the 24-25 school year, | have developed invaluable
skills in journalism and none of this would be possible without the decision | made to change the
theme of the stories that | covered.

The first story that | covered was the most difficult, as | made a news report about the
proposed Tysons Casino plan in my home city. Taking an issue that had immense political and
legal factors and translating it into a digestible video for student audiences was incredibly
difficult. Through creating this video | was able to interview major figures such as state senators
and delegates, which allowed me to realize how powerful and important journalism can be.

Albeit, for my next video, | returned to covering a familiar topic as | made a video on
McLean High’s Dual During School wrestling event. This event is especially intriguing as the
wrestling dual is held during the school day, offering a unique situation and experience for all
attendees. Due to the fast-paced nature of wrestling, | had to adjust rapidly and constantly be
moving as | navigated the unpredictable lighting and angles.

Shifting away from long-form news packages, | created a Documinute, a documentary
that lasts only one minute about a McLean student who has a passion for cooking. While this
story may not have had the glitz and glamour of a wrestling duall, covering a simple topic like
cooking proved to be a difficult task as | had to find exactly what angles would show what was
happening. Telling a personal story in an intimate setting allowed me to grow as a journalist and
expand my horizons regarding video creation.

Next, | was able to create a video about the annual FanFest basketball game at McLean
High in which the Special Olympics teams compete against each other in an action-packed and
entertaining experience. With this event occurring annually, | had seen other iterations of videos
made about this game which framed it as more of a community event rather than a basketball
game. | decided that | wanted to broadcast the story in the same manner | would a Varsity
basketball game, rather than as a spirit event. Recording shots of students having the time of
their lives, whether it was in the stands or on the court was one of the most enjoyable
experiences of my year in journalism.

Finally, | covered a local carnival in my community called Viva Vienna. This event had
thousands of attendees so finding opportunities to place a tripod down and record a shot proved
to be tough. Even tougher was that while trying to edit this video, | was forced to change editing
softwares multiple times due to technical difficulties. My experiences covering this event,
whether in person or online were incredibly important to my growth as a journalist. From casinos
to carnivals, my time in Broadcast Journalism has given me the opportunity to learn so much
and I'm excited to continue for the years to come.



Five Original Broadcast Stories

High Stakes: The Debate over Tyson's New Casino

Proposal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qluDvAGieXE

After hearing about a proposed bill that would bring a casino to Tysons Corner, | set out to find what the
community thought about the creation of the aforementioned casino. | produced a news report about the
issue, mostly using clips and interviews from a town hall event regarding the casino. In addition, | was
able to interview various political figures such as State Senators Jennifer Boysko and Saddam Salim.

Dual During School
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elUJicaml6s

Every year, the McLean High School wrestling team hosts a dual against a district opponent during the
school day. This year they faced Yorktown during 6th period and | was able to create a news package
about the dual. The lighting and unpredictability of wrestling made it difficult to attain b-roll, but we were
able to create an engaging and entertaining video about the event.

Documinute: Ben Urwin Pinto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2yfUESrZxo

Creating a short form video about a simple topic allowed me to experiment with b-roll and interview
questions whilst also creating a video in a more intimate setting. Finding angles that painted the entire
picture of the food being cooked was the main challenge, but it was worth it for the end product.

Fanfest Basketball Extravaganza
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IN33Jn9B58¢c

Creating a video about such an important event on the McLean High School calendar was incredibly
exciting but also nervewracking. Covering Fanfest was an amazing experience spanning from gathering
b-roll to interviewing players, | enjoyed every moment. | wanted to change the narrative around the event
and frame it more like a sports game rather than a celebration.

Viva Vienna
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZMS_WOmxTc

Finally, | wanted to make a video that allowed me to directly interact with the greater community and the
Viva Vienna Festival was a perfect opportunity. | had to battle through the crowded corners of the event to
gather b-roll and interviews. In addition, behind the scenes technical difficulties meant that the editing
process of this video was far from perfect. All in all, covering Viva Vienna was the most impactful video |
made this year in terms of my personal journalistic skills.
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