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Statement

When | opened my first InDesign spread the summer before junior year, | never imagined I'd end up as Editor-in-Chief of The
Communicator Magazine, my school’s print journalism publication. At the time, | barely knew how to use the software. | was just
excited to try something new.

But as | started working on spreads — figuring out where elements should go, playing around with fonts and learning how to
make a story feel alive on the page — | became hooked. Turning a blank spread into something that felt like a piece of art was
satisfying beyond belief. Slowly, | started to see how much power design has, not just to make things look good, but to shape
how people experience a story.

Over time, | took on more responsibility, and eventually | was helping other students learn the same things I'd struggled with.
Leading the team gave me a deeper appreciation for collaboration, and for the little details that can make or break a piece—like
the combination of colors or the ends of the fonts. | wasn’t just designing anymore; | was helping set a tone for the whole
magazine.

Looking back, what started as a nervous first dive into InDesign turned into something much bigger. It taught me how to think
visually, how to work with others, and how to trust my instincts. More than anything, it showed me how much | love using design
to tell stories that matter.

Gabe Deedler



Edition 2, 2024
Keeping Up With
the Trends

In this spread, | was looking
for different ways to
experiment with typography
and shapes, using rounded
edges and squiggly lines to
make the design feel
modern and trendy. | took
inspiration from online
advertisements that felt
flashy and colorful, and
used Photoshop to cut out
each item individually.
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Students share their opinions on

fashion trends and circulating internet fads.

BY NINA BEALS AND KENNEDY MCDONALD

‘Trends are constant, always coming and
P g at s that o Bave thememis
to keep up with. There's always something
hot or in style that scems to have everyone
mathohhoﬂ.vlemmarwohlgcydc
of unconwentional patterns, specific hair-
styles and shoes. High el e Sy
all about trends, who wears what and what
they pair it with. Which trends scem to be
making its way around CHS today?

Finn Anderson sports a recent internet
fad, Adidas samba shoes that they claim
give the retro look they are going for.

“1 like the look of more old schoal or like

90s looking shoes, and I was at the DSW,
and I just picked the pair of shoes that 1
thought looked cool,” Anderson said. "A
lot of stuff from the 90s has come back
amund.

lerson belives that trends are inevita-
H:mdthzm'llaﬂfdhnwhﬂhﬂw:au

to or not.

*I think even if you conscioudy try to
stay away from trends or not participate in
them, if you're involved with anything, I
think you're gonna, subconsciously follow
them.” Anderson said.

Marish Zeigler, a junior rocks an outfit
that inchudes 2 camo print that was infhu-
enced by her Pinterest feed.

She thrifts most of her clothes, partaking
in the current trends while still making an
dfatmb:mndfuldlhcmmnmml.

the form of her clothing, but through her
choice of water bottle Shirto is seen carry-
ing an Owala, a water bottle that is said to
be the newest and trendiest. Shirato doesn’t
su:hapux_hs:s\mmm she says it

‘makes sense for her.

“It’s the only water bottle I really use, I
really prefer straws,” Shirato sid. *I don’t
like to chug my water, and this has both
e -

Similar to the others, Shimto thinks of
trends as unavoidable.

“I definitely participate in some ofit, but
Itry not to participate in fast fashion,” Shi-
rato said.

She views her Owala water bottle as more
than a trend, something she secs staying
around for a while.

“I think it’ll last long term. I don’t think
itll always be mptr trendy, but I don’t
thi liking it,” Shi-

gt mofmy stuffat Sab:mnAnny and
these are my dad’s pants.”

She doesn’t sec our current love of the
past as abad thing.

“I think we are going back,” Zeigler said.
“Like, I feel like everyone just is in some
different decade, dlothing-wise. But the 20s
don’t really have a distinct style, because
it’s just like 2 combo of everything that
came before.”

Ziegler would like to sce bangles or “big
bracelets” next in the circulation. They're
ane of her favorite varieties of jewelery and
love that they’re making a comeback.

Aiko Shirato takes on a trend not in

ink stop
rato said

From water bottles to unique prints to
brands of sncakers, trends ar constant-
ly changing. Students agree on the fact we
are all subjected to trends, whether we con-
scioudy choase to or not. Many students
also sce the damage and negative cfiects
trends can have.

Fast fashion trends often result in
poarquality clothing that ends up in a
landfill or thrift store five years later. As
trends continue to move forward it will

bencfit the environment to change our
thinking and how we choose to partici pate
in trends.

BY GABE




Edition 4, 2025
Dress for Success

As a fashion spread based on
Mock Trial and business attire, |
tried making this design feel
very clean and corporate, with
barcodes and even lines
defining that aesthetic. | also
used more industrial fonts such
as Helvetica to make the
design feel more integrated
with the shapes.

“A GOOD OUTFIT CAN
REALLY GIVE YOU THE
CONF IDENCE 10 DO
THINGS YOU HOU[DN T
FEEL LTKE DI

BEFORE. HEﬁI\ING A
600D QUTFLT CAN HELP
YOU STEP INTO YOUR
OHN SKIN AND GIVE
YOU HORE CONFIDENCE
T0 NOVE THROUGH

THE DAY.”

"THE WAY I DRESS
IS JUST ANOTHER
FORM OF SELF-
EXPRESSION. HEARING
FEMININE CLOTHES
DOESN'T JUST MAKE
ME FEEL CONFIDENT
= IT MAKES ME FEEL
POHERFUL.™

"FASHION 16 A NAY FOR ME TO
SHON PEOPLE NHAT I HIGHT NOT
SAY - THAT I KANT PEOPLE TO
OPEN THEIR EYES, STOP MAKING
ASSUMPTIONS AND THINK DEEPLY."




Edition 3, 2025
Bullet by Bullet

As a more serious article on
gun violence, this design is
supposed to feel dramatic and
stand out from other magazine
spreads. The art was also done
by me, and | took elements
from the article like the brick
wall and integrated them into
the design in the form of an
infographic.




Edition 3, 2024
A Sense of Comfort

This spread is the cover of a

longer package based on the
human senses, so | used 0 F
design motifs like audio waves How our
on the typography to show that dictate our experience
purpose. Additionally, the colors through high school.
in the background emit a BY STAFF

comforting warmth with the cool
lavender balancing it out.

P24
Hearing

P.26
Smell




Edition 1, 2024
Iseul Park: Unknowns

This spread is part of our first
edition package story, featuring
students’ unknowns. The
design came from the idea that
each person has multiple
identities and versions of
themselves, represented by the
afterimages. The letters are
also stacked and descending to
match the idea of layering, and
the pink follows through the
design.

PHOTOS BY IONIE STEUDLE

Iseul Park navigates the world
of split enrollment and playing

field hockey for Pioneer.

BY FINA KUTCHER AND PIPER COOKE
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Iscul Park is no stranger to being a beginner.

She will never forget her first parking ticket — disori-
ented, Park fiddled with the rectangular picce of whitc
pape, her feclings of ostracization settling in her stom-

Enli:rrhtmomm( readily cquipped with her
mom's staff parking pass, Park apprchensively pulled
e Gy g e

Lacking context, friends adviscd

hu!npvkmdtmf-honudhflh:ahanmm
ing students. Fallowing her friend's advice, she opted to

ed. Unbeknownst to Park, she had accidentally placed
her car in a 2-hour-limit parking area and ended up with
2 $15 fine and hurt feclings.

“I have not gotten a ticket since then,” Park ssid.
On the finst day of her senior year and the start of
the 202425 school year, Park stepped into her new life
as 2 nw Community split cnrolker — commuting daily
from Pionesr to Community. Recentering herself after
her $15 loss, Park walked through the towering wood-
en double doors of . Andrews Church for Community
High School’s opening ceremony. Looking around the

dimly-lit church, Park did not sec a single other student | i

that reflected her enrollment status.

*I veas very overwhelmed,” Park said. "I didn’t think T
was suppased to be there”

Park, an incoming senior, had only cver attended Pi-
mvH‘hSMund]duynx.Aﬂnl;hﬂ--ha
ity e che it G she sypoachod

toCHS. her cighth grade year, o o et

Her commitment o field hockey has brought her new
mwnmﬂﬁs&mﬂdhwmhdubn
wise; including 2 handful of CHS teammates. Thes:
bﬂ:dxmfﬂmlhﬂnﬁ&mxmhq:hmwﬂnm
status, knowing she would have friends by her side as she
nargaid  foripn socal s
mmam&hﬁm.;
©er dodin
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Having been a camper for most of her childhood, Park
had o face a new shift into adulthood: transifioning

from camperto
Leaving her year of high school in
2023, Park entered her first year on staff 2 2 Counsel-
or-InTraining, Beginning her new position, Park et like:
an outsider — a feeing that woull ater soccur time and

d'whm:h:p:h‘!lsmm

year leads with new expericnces” Park said.
“Every year Pve been has been so differet from the last
and it gives you something t look forward to”
As 2 camper, 2 lot of "camp magic” is delicatcly held
bmmamm..unmmm

Park had a ot of catching up to da.

*Iwas super uncertain because I didn’t know what I
was doing,” Park said. “Half the time you fed like you
don’t know what you're doing, and then you just slowly
start to adjust. Then, the unknown becomes not o un-
known. You come out a better person with ot of cxpe-

tthHSlnﬂzrymdm“" d admission. Though she pilanedfon
was looking forward to being a CHS student, Park was | Equipped with the adaptability of a summer camp
unable to attend for the 21-2022 school year. Despit this mnnduandtkdnmnfadzwmd&ldhodtyphr

xfbmk,hrkdxdmdnmmthc:dnﬁmhxﬁm
plans. In fact, the chough had been pokin

L T
under

at her since 2021

“I think it’s just been in the back of my mind for 2
whil,” Park said 1mwﬂnmm.uhmn,
numh..ud....,m,

oo Chitgaa b B e changl e
zuznhomchm;naﬁmmmofm
school, Park was able to seize new opportunitics shed
never encountered before. For crample, she has since be-
come a devoted player on the Pioncer fickl hockey team.

pa-mmkhlqnup:

i m&mﬂ:wwqudmm
decisions [ have ever made”

mwmm-mmu‘fmm
2 precious opportunity to growand kam.

“Idon’t think that the unknown can ever be likea bad
thing,” Park said. “T can’t say one negative thing sbout
cppicg i he kv o aking I now per-

ZAfee years of conquering uneeraineics, Pk found
m.dfm“ammum.wmm.
changed perspective.

“New experiences are T would en-

courage peopke to try” Park said. *I think that all of
Mthmphthpdmn:punnanddhn.«l
who! am today in the best way:

‘THE COMMUNICATOR



