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STATEMENT
      My name is Samantha Kubena. I served as the editor-in-chief of the Westlake High School
El Paisano yearbook for the 2024-2025 school year where I led the design process of the
yearbook. This included theme selection and development, template design, and mod(ule)
design. I designed everything throughout the book with the support of my staffers and
managed the completion of the book alongside my fellow EIC, Adelene Chong. 
      I was absolutely thrilled to be appointed editor-in-chief at the beginning of this last year
as I had served on staff for two years and have always loved diving head first into projects
that produce a meaningful product. Up until this last year, the types of projects that I had
pursued predominantly included design for my family farm and other miscellaneous personal
projects that represented me. Accordingly, working on the yearbook this year- a product
intended to represent a whole student body- felt out of my comfort zone design-wise, but on
familiar ground.
      Of course, I had no idea what I was getting myself into and I can now, hands-down,
confidently say that my design skills have grown exponentially this year. As I was the
individual who designed our book, I had to overcome the blank page daily. I quickly learned
that my usual cure to designer’s block: time, was not an option with the yearbook and its
deadlines, so I relied heavily on inspiration images to stay creative throughout the marathon
that was the book’s design. 
       My main source of inspiration was collegiate sports graphics, particularly the University of
Texas, located in my hometown of Austin, and other SEC programs’ graphics. I referenced their
social media posts, frequently took photos of graphics around town implementing design
elements I liked, and became borderline obsessed with Pinterest. 
       Our goal as a staff and my personal design goal was to create a book that felt immersive,
highlighted our staff’s photography, and had moments that popped off the page with
vibrance and shape. In my journey through inspiration images, I repeatedly came across
sports graphics with elements of photos extending out of photo boxes creating what my staff
coined “partial cutouts.” This quickly became the predominant design element of the book
that very seamlessly supported our theme of “so much more” as photo subjects pop off the
page and overlap text on each spread, an element that can be seen prominently on our
dividers, cover, and endsheets. The intention with these “partial cutouts” was not to be trendy
or anything along those lines, but ironically enough, just last week, I saw a Tecovas billboard
featuring sticker cutouts in the same way we did, which reinforced to me how this was the
right decision to bring a modern, yet classic feel to the book and theme.
       An additional design element that connected directly to our theme was overlapping photo
boxes with white outlines in a collage-style photo box structure. To me, when I visualized “so
much more,” I saw collaging that felt like there was so much content, it had to overlap to all
fit. With this vision in mind, I made design choices that would reinforce this collage style such
as implementing color blocking with our school colors of red, white, and blue, as well as the
use of a grey “grunge” background instead of solid white. 
       Through all of these decisions, the countless hours spent obsessing over small details,
and yes, the mistakes that haunt me when I flip through the pages of the book, I ’m overall so
grateful for the project as it changed my perspective on design completely. I learned that
through creating design that is not only “correct,” but pieced together in a way that highlights
the subjects of the design in a beautiful light, the work itself creates meaning for subjects as
they see themselves portrayed in a momentous way- with design that looks and feels like an
enhanced, yet accurate portrayal of them, and therefore, the design itself has meaning. To
me, I’ve learned through the book that design should be a pursuit of capturing the beauty of
the subjects featured in the design and a way to portray individuals in an authentic, unique
manner. It’s the pursuit of vibrance, of fun, of beauty, because when these elements are at the
forefront of the process, they become the product, and the product creates meaning for the
reader.
       Although my designs are by no means perfect or “correct” most of the time, it was special
to me to see my peers enjoy how momentous the design made them feel through our school
colors dominating the pages, their photos bursting off of dividers, and their year being
portrayed in a vibrant way.
    I hope you experience the following sampling of my designs the way I intended them to feel:
like a colorful, dramatic breath of fresh air.
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FRONT ENDSHEET
This was the first major theme spread that I designed and it remains my favorite. With this spread, my goal was to connect all of the design
elements of the book and scream “SO MUCH MORE!” right at the beginning of the book. All of these elements are incorporated, from the partial
cutout, to the yellow “more,” to the grey grunge background, the yellow line, and the outer boxes. Our cover was blue and we have a large red
color block on each page, so I chose to create a transition from blue to red with the exterior outline to signal the beginning of the content.

HYLINE/STAR STEPPERS
This spread demonstrates the unique eyeline I tried to create throughout the book. With this spread, a reader’s
eye is first drawn to MC’s foot, then to the headline and side pep rally mod, and finally, across the bottom from
left to right. I love the movement as not only do the photos pop off the page in a different way each time you
glance at it, but the reader’s path throughout the spread changes as well.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kP5_JvkzAhuK5gpkEXo4xT0vaGie4wOI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16m6U2h7pe39wI0PTdmWs0bqtfpmqtQjK/view?usp=drive_link


A LITTLE MORE DIVIDER
This was our supplement divider page where our supplement was inserted in the middle of the spread, separating our spring
semester from the athletics section. With this spread, I tried to create as much space for content as possible in a consistent way to
the rest of the book. I relied on my rule of thumb when struggling to decide what to feature on the right side of the spread and
played to our strength: photos, featuring some of our less prominent underclassmen photographers in a collage style way.

SPIRIT & SIDELINES
This spread demonstrates the power of the “partial” cutout as the arms and head peaking out from each mod
transform the potentially boxy design into a visual representation of the student section’s passion during
games, with arms flying and emotions high. I initially struggled to develop a horizontal template like this one
due to the photo credit placement, so I’m very happy with how the dominant mod turned out.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NmXPgyorS_eRqFE-MLNoOXjdirku6MoB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZKWsnPi1cuzSg6fhshqwgrEYgXDbeOV8/view?usp=drive_link


ACL & LIVE MUSIC
This was the first spread that I designed and after the content was filled in, I was very happy with. I had never seen a yearbook
with vertical stories the way we were implementing them on the left side of sidebars, so I was nervous and asked for advice,
particularly with the headlines being on the right side of the stories. However, despite any small design rule infractions, I think
this spread perfectly captures the vibe of our ACL music festival and the playful energy that all of our students have in
relationship to the festival as well as the music scene in our town. This is also the first spread featuring a graph, which we
incorporated much more frequently this year and for the first time in a long time, in matching theme colors. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jIS6MyEb6t8jT_Z1YK3OK8bJy1mfo_Il/view?usp=sharing

