Reflection

When I joined my school’s journalism program at the beginning of my freshman year, I
saw myself as a writer, I had grown up a reader and that passion had transformed into one for
writing sometime during middle school. Writing was my comfort zone, a box I never really saw
myself stepping out of.

But, when I was promoted to Webmaster and eventually Digital Editor this year, I had to
expand my comfort zone fairly quickly. Now, I wasn’t just seeing our publication, specifically
the website, as a writer, but as a coder and the one in charge of multimedia. It was a steep
learning curve, I knew little about telling a story visually and even less about code.

I carried that knowledge with me back to the classroom and made it my goal to put it to
use. Slowly, I began to learn code, enough to post the basic stories, slowly working my way up to
the more complicated things and learning from one of the seniors on my staff. The multimedia
showed up more in my personal work, even if in smaller increments. I filmed the interviews I
went on which became clips of A-roll that I included in stories and encouraged the rest of the
staft to do the same.

One of the interviews I went on for a 300-word news brief was about the Work-Based
Learning program at my school which gave students real work experience through part-time jobs
and internships that counted towards class credit. My interview with the coordinator was a lot
more extensive than I expected it to be, far more quotes than I could logically fit into the story,
so I turned the extras, leftovers if you will, into a series of graphics. My mindset in researching
stories shifted from finding information for writing to finding information to tell a
comprehensive story made up of more than words, growing more confident with Canva, Genially
and KnightLab with every one I told.

By the middle of the semester, I began to bring the two — coding and multimedia —
together. I started forming packages out of stories centered around a theme, using multimedia to
break up each story, coordinating with the rest of my staff to pull each element together.

I began to experiment more, stepping even further out of that box I had created for
myself. After the Editorial Board attended NSPA’s fall convention in Philadelphia and
interviewed various students and advisers about their reactions to the results of the presidential
election, I compiled everything, spending hours with the small amount of code and WordPress
skills I knew to build the most engaging package I could with the elements I had been given:
photos, audio and transcriptions.

I pushed myself to explore other platforms, using Adobe Express to create my largest
package yet with a story another writer had written about the recent shooting at a nearby school.
This was a learning curve in itself as I taught myself how to use a new platform and used the
elements the writer had gathered to create multimedia and design the story in the most engaging
and impactful way possible.

While I still consider myself a writer, I’'m proud of how far I’ve come in the area of
multimedia. I’ve faced a lot of challenges and have gotten angry over coding issues more times
than I’d like to admit, but I’ve learned a new perspective: a story is never just words.



2024 Election Reactions

This package was a compilation of interviews and photos gathered by multiple students, myself
included. After going through all of the audio and photos, I used code to bring all of the elements
together, implementing soundcites and parallaxes to display the most impactful reactions we had
gotten to the 2024 Presidential Election results. This was my first time using a large amount of
code, so I was able to learn a lot about it and WordPress through experimenting with the layout
of this package.

Wild Women Outdoors

I hadn’t originally thought of combining these two stories about Wild Women Outdoors, a hiking
and campaign club at my school, into one package, but I realized that this method would give
readers all of the information in one place, making it more accessible. This also allowed me to
maximize the photos, map, soundcite and other pieces of multimedia myself and the other writers
had gathered. I decided to structure it so the stories would flow from a basic description of the
club in a news brief format to a more detailed Q&A for those that had further questions, using
the various multimedia elements to break things up and add engagement.

Breaking news: CCHS Class of 2025 top students named

I try my best to not let timeliness get in the way of using compelling multimedia elements, which
this story is an example of. Although I was on a tight deadline to get this breaking news
published, less than 24 hours, I compiled photos we had taken of the valedictorian over the past
four years and embedded an Instagram post of past coverage we had done on the salutatorian to
highlight the different areas of the school community the two had impacted. I also used a
timeline of past valedictorians to give the story a broader context.

Event Coverage: CCSD Mental Health Town Hall
This was another story, an event coverage of a town hall my school district held on mental health

and resources available, where I had to prioritize both multimedia and timeliness. I did my best
to get a variety of voices in the story, interviewing the moderator of the event as well as two
audience members and pulling quotes from what the panelists had said during the panel in text
and soundcites, as well as using a variety of photos from the event. I also used quotes from the
discussion and more photos to put together a graphic of questions and answers from the night to
provide as much information as possible to readers.

After Apalachee
I wasn’t responsible for the writing or reporting for this package, but I compiled everything and

designed the layout and multimedia elements with a little help and feedback from the writer,
doing my best to fully convey the impact the school shooting had through the design and
multimedia. In the end, we went with a timeline, infographic and the variety of photos he had
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taken to maximize the available space and make the story as informative as possible. The photos
I chose were ones that brought faces and people into the story while the other elements helped to
provide a broader scope to the issue as a whole, the events of the shooting and the implications it
had on mental health resources.



